Cambridge Ordinary Level
3180 Arabic June 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 3180/01
Composition

Key Messages

e Candidates should expand their range of vocabulary by reading a rich variety of materials.
e Candidates need to improve in using paragraphing effectively, and punctuation marks correctly.

e Practice the use of \glsaly &) with the nominal sentence 4wy dlaad.
e Learn the correct conjugation of the present tense with masculine plural form.

e Practise the use of case endings correctly.
e  Use verbs correctly, particularly in the jussive and subjunctive case.

o Differentiate between the use of the hamza: gl 8asg Juaghl Sas

e Candidates should adhere to the word limits specified.
e Candidates should demonstrate clearly in their writing the layout of the topic which consists of
introduction, body and conclusion.

General comments

The overall performance of the candidates varied between good and very good. This year a general
improvement in candidates’ style of writing was noted. Many candidates adhered to the word limits specified
in the question paper. Some candidates exceeded the specified word limits.

Candidates should be reminded that going beyond this does not improve the quality of the work presented
and may indeed increase the likelihood of errors occurring. It seemed that some candidates were over-reliant
on material memorised in advance, which was not always relevant or used in an appropriate way.
Candidates can improve their writing skills by expanding their range of reading materials to enrich their
vocabulary and by receiving more practice in writing compositions.

Comments on specific questions

Section A — Letter, Report, Dialogue or Speech

€) Your name is Nawwaf/Bethania, and your address is Al Boustany Steet, Kuwait. Write a
letter to a store owner asking him for a summer job.

This was the most popular question and most candidates coped well with it. It was noted that many
candidates scored high marks. However, candidates should be reminded to read the question
carefully before beginning to answer, and to ensure that they have answered the specific question
asked. It was clearly obvious that some candidates used pre-learnt and memorized introductory
forms of greeting and pleasantries. However, there were some good examples from able and well-
prepared candidates who handled the task with commendable fluency and accuracy. The topic
generally appeared to be one which candidates found relevant to their own experience.

(b) Write a report to a ‘Youth’ magazine, about the importance of neighbours helping one
another.

This topic was the least popular and there was a mixed response to this question. Most students
found this question very challenging; only a very few students responded to this question.
However, candidates who responded to this question did well while others did not answer the
guestion in the style required. Arabic language teachers should pay attention to these
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observations, follow up with students, train them in the arts of writing in particular writing reports on
different topics.

(c) Write a dialogue between you and a hotel manager complaining about the services during
your stay.

This was the second most popular option of the three and responses were generally good. Many
candidates wasted many words by using extensive lengthy introduction and extensive greeting
phrases. This option requires specific practice and there were some good pieces where candidates
were able to construct a realistic dialogue, formulating questions correctly and including a range of
vocabulary.

Section B — Essay
€) Describe your first aeroplane trip and how you felt about it.

This was the fourth most popular choice; many candidates provided a clear description of the
aeroplane without expressing too much about how they felt being on plane. Some candidates dwelt
at too great length describing what they did when they arrived, and how they spent the day, which
led to loss of scoring higher marks. However, the quality of the language used was variable, and
many candidates showed confident in the use of the necessary vocabulary as well as a variety of
appropriate structures.

(b) There were four friends going to school to sit an exam. On the way, they... Write what
happened next.

This option was the second most popular choice. Overall, some candidates performed well on this
question, and they produced interesting narratives which aroused the reader’s interest. They used
varied sentence structure, and a full range of vocabulary. However, there were some grammatical
slips in candidates’ responses. Candidates can improve their writing skills by receiving more
practice in writing compositions and by expanding their range of reading materials to enrich their
vocabulary and to consolidate points of grammar.

(c) Describe a day you spent at the beach with your family.

This response was the third most popular option. Though fewer candidates chose this option, it
resulted in some strong answers. Candidates wrote excellent and impressive pieces of writing,
demonstrating a good choice of diction, an accurate and effective use of a variety of grammatical
structures and vocabulary.

(d) Some people say that life in the city is better than life in the countryside. Do you agree?

This question was the most popular question, and it was attempted by a good number of
candidates. The title and subject matter were within the experience of candidates and many made
good use of a wide range of vocabulary. There were opportunities to use descriptive language and
to express opinions and preferences. Furthermore, candidates planned their essays effectively in
terms of the introduction, the presentation, and the conclusion, with good implementation of
paragraphing, punctuation marks, linking words/phrases and connectors.
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Some examples of spelling mistakes such as:

Frequent mistakes Correct form
(NN 3l s
oSy sl
EYRN Gsly
Jala (7Y
L] sl
Olad Lol
05 o A 0sS O o
R oY
A ey A els o)
Cayadl Caand Cayall dadd
0sSs ol Jsal OsSi ol )
Sza il Slaa il

Other grammatical mistakes:

Incorrect correct
e Bl (el S22
B RGAL] il y ol
O Sl&iny ) e g “ &ty Ol 0
ST Sy PVEN 1o o gaeall e A8
dren sl o8 Aex sl g8
mall b Gl 4, Blia Geadl) e i
A e Ly A g
asall 138 il & asall 132 il Al
ilelu Aawd 3 il & S ilelb a3 ikl 8 s
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ARABIC

Paper 3180/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages
Overall, the performance of candidates was good and the topics seemed to be of interest and relevance to

the age group. The paper differentiated well between candidates’ levels assessing translation and reading
skills.

General comments:

There is still a need to train students on expanding their range of vocabulary by reading more Arabic texts
and to practise translation techniques including paragraphing, connectives, adjectives and use of
prepositions correctly in both languages.

It is noted that most candidates were more able in translating from Arabic to English which highlights the
need to improve writing skills in applying Arabic grammatical structures and spelling.

Examiners noticed these particular areas needed attention:

Using the same word ‘famous’ when translating the following words ‘fame, known, celebrities’

Not applying the right possessive pronoun ending lasha s/ salaidl aailai axay o/l dlatall leagl) gl
Avoid using colloquial spoken dialect .alu s Gasty e Yoy Sayf oV 5l s 000 Yy lile

The plural verb 1shaa) i 15al ol Gsasis 1588 1 e Yar Gsaghs el pmabeial) Tayf il 1gal/ giaasy (ulil) oIS
Incorrect use of prepositions such as Lty Lall agaal culS elue¥/pln)

Incorrect use of demonstrative pronouns ¢y 3 ;L za),S

Identify the correct meaning of linking words alsh s5al/aaaall 8/l A/ &

Using definite article ‘the’ and ‘idafa’ construct correctly (ulil) alas/ 55050 <Y1

Comments on specific questions

Section A

Question 1 Translation from Arabic to English

The text was about fame and how to achieve it. Most candidates found it easy to understand.
Examiners noticed the following:

Incorrect spelling of words such as, a lot, nowadays, fame, channel, appearing, experience, audience.

S1: using ‘become’ instead of ‘can’ which changes the intended meaning

S3: using ‘everyone’ or ‘all’ instead of ‘most’

S6: ‘popularity’ instead of ‘fame’

S7: ‘someone’ or ‘the person’ instead of ‘a person’

S10: correct translation of ‘work and talents’ most used ‘job and hobbies’

S11: ‘showing off’ for ‘appearing’ which changes the meaning completely

S12: not recognising the plural use in ‘TV programs’ and the singular in ‘a news program’
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S14: incorrect translation of ‘guests’ as ‘visitors’
S15: Misunderstanding the phrase ‘s,all sl and translating it to ‘friends’

S16: using ‘fans’ or ‘crowds’ to mean ‘audience’

S19: using ‘magazine’, ‘major’ or ‘genre’ to mean ‘field’

S20: using ‘hobbies or talents’ to mean ‘experience and skills’

S23: difficulty in applying the superlative in ‘the most delicious favourite recipes’
S24: using ‘museum’ to refer to the ‘car showroom’ or ‘dealership’

S28: using ‘it’ to refer to ‘cars’

Question 2 Translation from English to Arabic
An informative factual topic about the evolution of the Korean language.
Examiners noticed the following:

Incorrect spelling of words such as:

[N L)/ e Lie 1/ i A g S/ sS0) Aalll/ YT

S1: recognising that the word ‘country’ is masculine

S2 and 3: Inability of a good number of students to translate ‘it is thousands of years old in fact’ correctly.
Some even ignored translating ‘in fact’ altogether

S10: understanding that the adjective ‘strong’ is describing the ‘relationship’ not ‘China’

S12: using ‘cultured’ (sl instead of ‘educated’
S14 and S30: incorrect use of idafa construct in sl LESH e Yoy ol 46 and digaan e alg aigasu cllall

S17: Incorrect use of the verb ‘requiring’ and the wrong preposition or its absence when using the verb z s,

S19 and 24: difficulty in translation connectives as ‘in addition’ and ‘as a result’
S25: common mistake in spelling ‘only’ correctly

S27: difficulty in translating ‘to master it’

S33: the application of the rule of numbers in ‘15’ and the translation of ‘the century’
S35: difficulty in accurately translating ‘rules’ and instead it was translated as ‘laws’
S36: accurately recognising the passive participle in the phrase ‘written form’

S40: using A&,Y! instead of axe i slacy)

Section B: Reading Comprehension

The text was about the status of Women in Ancient Egypt. Candidates found it accessible and of interest and
relevance. Candidates should be encouraged to write in their own words and avoid copying full sentences
from the text and use correct spelling and clear handwriting.

Examiners noticed the following:

Most students were able to answer Questions 3, 4, 6, 8 and 9 correctly.

Question 5

The question asks about the ‘educational role’, so students are encouraged to find the relevant information in
the text. Including the idea that women helped their husbands in the fields is not an educational role and
should not be included.

Question 7

The question is asking for two clear pieces of evidence on the relationship between the married couple, so
giving the idea of the children looking at their parents is irrelevant to the demand of the question.

Question 8
Some answers talked about the role of the ruling queens in defending their country, but the question is about

how they ruled it in the first place. Students are strongly advised to carefully read the questions and decide
what the key command words are.

' International Education © 2024



Cambridge Ordinary Level
3180 Arabic June 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Question 10

The question is specifically asking about the ‘military missions’ of the queen, so including building bridges or
ruling are not relevant answers. Students should be trained on extracting the most relevant pieces of
information.

Question 11

There is still a need to train students on the best way to answer this question. Many have difficulty in giving
synonyms to the given words or putting them in sentences to explain their meaning. Also, the spelling
mistakes when writing the synonyms affect the quality of language and may sometimes impede
understanding.

Examiners noticed the following:

Although many candidates responded well to this question and managed to write the correct meaning of
three words, some tried to write the meaning of all 5 words but only got three correct. Very few could not
write the correct meaning due to using dialect or because of serious spelling mistakes, such as:

prdall/a) )
- ~!-~ l/ - S:...

Jayfgseasaniill/ salddl el
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