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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/11

Listening
Number | Ko | | [imber | & | | Rumber | KoY
1 B 11 C 21 A
2 A 12 F 22 D
3 D 13 A 23 A
4 D 14 B 24 B
5 C 15 E 25 C
6 B 16 C 26 C
7 D 17 A 27 A
8 A 18 C 28 B
9 C 19 B 29 A
10 A 20 A 30 B

General comments

The June 2024 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5
Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short.
Question 1: 98 per cent of the candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 2: A good number of candidates chose option C instead of the correct answer A. Perhaps they
heard the word 3% and guessed Ti3% while the correct answer is #137.
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Question 3: The majority of mistakes made was choosing option B # T instead of D #F. Perhaps an
element of guessing played a role here.

Question 4: This proves to be the most challenging question in this exercise, with 63 per cent of the
candidates answering it correctly.

Questions 6-10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract, which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

Ninety-six percent or more candidates answered Questions 6, 8 and 9 correctly.

Question 7 proved to be the most challenging in this exercise. The majority of the mistakes made was
choosing option C instead of D.

Questions 11-15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about what they plan to do
after graduating from high school. Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

83 per cent or more of the candidates answered Questions 11, 12, 14 and 15 correctly. Only 62 per cent of
the candidates answered Question 13 correctly, while 34 per cent made the same mistake by choosing
option D, which is the text-based distractor, instead of the correct answer A.

Questions 16-20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Ming talked
to his friend about his visit to a shopping center. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Ming’s opinion of
different aspects of his experience positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise represented
a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

Candidates generally performed well in this exercise. Question 18 proved to be the most challenging in the
exercise. 16 per cent of the candidates chose option B instead of option C. It is possible that they heard the
word 57 but didn’t catch or understand the words #7i& and i .

Questions 21-25

Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Ying about a hotel. There was a longer pause in the two-part
introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

Question 21 proved to be challenging, with 23 per cent of the candidates incorrectly choosing option B
‘postcard’ or option C ‘postal stamp’. It showed a lack of understanding of the text and possibly candidates
making guesses.

Question 22: 25 per cent of the candidates incorrectly chose option A, which is text-based distractor.

The majority of the candidates answered Questions 23, 24 and 25 correctly. Mistakes made indicate a lack
of understanding of the texts.

Questions 26-30

Candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue, who won the National Secondary School Piano Competition.
This was an appropriately challenging exercise, but candidates performed very well.

In terms of the individual questions, 85 per cent or more of the candidates answered correctly. Candidates
performed particularly well answering Question 27 with 94 per cent of the candidates choosing option A, the
correct answer.

Question 29: Out of the 11 per cent of the candidates who did not choose the correct answer, 10 per cent
chose option B the text-based distractor.

' International Education © 2024



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

It is necessary that, particularly at the later part of the exam, candidates listen to whole chunks of the
information before choosing their answers to questions. Just picking out phrases can lead to choosing
incorrect options.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/12

Listening
Number | Ko | | [imber | & | | Rumber | KoY
1 D 11 D 21 D
2 B 12 E 22 A
3 C 13 B 23 D
4 A 14 F 24 B
5 B 15 A 25 C
6 B 16 C 26 C
7 A 17 A 27 B
8 D 18 C 28 B
9 A 19 B 29 C
10 C 20 B 30 A

General comments

The June 2024 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5
Candidates performed very well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short.

For the individual questions, 94 per cent or more candidates gave correct answers to Questions 1, 2, 3 and
4,

89 per cent of the candidates answered Question 5 correctly. 10 per cent of the incorrect answers chosen
were option A ‘cat’ instead of B ‘bird’.

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2024




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers
Questions 6-10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract, which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

For the individual questions, 93 per cent or more candidates gave correct answers.
Questions 11-15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about what they plan to do
this Sunday. Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

While 94 per cent or more of the candidates answered Questions 11, 12, 14 and 15 correctly, 85 per cent of
the candidates answered Question 13 correctly with the majority of the mistake made by choosing option C,
which is the text-based distractor, instead of the correct answer B.

Questions 16-20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Ming talked
to his friend about his summer holiday. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Ming’s opinion of different
aspects of his experience positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise represented a step
up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

Candidates performed very well answering Questions 16, 17, 18 and 19.

Question 20 proved to be more challenging with 16 per cent of the candidates choosing option A instead of
the correct answer B. It indicates a lack of understanding.

Questions 21-25

Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Ying about a famous street. There was a longer pause in the two-
part introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

Question 21 proved to be challenging, with 16 per cent of the candidates incorrectly choosing option B
instead of the correct answer D.

Question 24 proved to be challenging too, with 27 per cent of the candidates choosing various options other
than the correct answer B, indicating a lack of understanding.

Questions 26-30

Candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue, who won the National High School Students’ Art
Competition. This was an appropriately challenging exercise, but candidates performed very well.

For the individual questions, 91 per cent or more candidates gave correct answers.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/13
Listening

There were too few candidates for a meaningful report to be produced.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, learners should:

study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on the timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions

provide an answer for short-answer questions; brief answers with clear content are sufficient

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in a mark

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

Learners, in general, performed well in this examination. Some excellent responses well seen and most
learners attempted all questions.

There was evidence to show that more able learners performed better in Question 10 and Question 11,

where texts were longer. More learners this year were able to use the specific information from the text to
answer the questions rather than excessive lifting, which was pleasing to see.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5

Performances in this exercise was generally good, with most learners answering the majority of the
guestions correctly in Question (2), (4) and (5). Where the errors did occur, this was mostly in Question (1)
where there was confusion between . ffi (the correct answer — option A) and #j%j (option B). In Question
(3), quite a few learners struggled with the vocabulary #-F and went for option B or D.

Question 6
The response in this set of questions were the best on this paper, with many candidates gaining full marks
which was evident of good teaching and learning. It would be good for learners to broaden their vocabulary

in different topics as a few lower ability learners found hard to understand i 17 ##ll in Question 6(c) and %
% in Question 6(d).

Question 7

Performance on this question was satisfactory. The vast majority of the learners demonstrated very good
understanding of B2 %4, whilst a small number of learners chose other options. The vocabulary 3% seemed
to be unfamiliar to many learners who only recognised the character 43, leading them to choose option B &

1.
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Question 8

The passage was about Xiao Yun'’s experience of being an overseas student in the UK. Many learners
performed well in this exercise as the outcome was pleasing.

€) This was a straightforward question and performance was very good. As stated in the Mark
Scheme, those learners who lifted the whole long sentence could not achieve the mark. Isolated
answer like: -t H. Z4E or -5 A were not sufficient enough to secure a mark either.

(b) The responses were a bit mixed on this sub-question. Whilst some excellent answers were in
evidence, some learners offered inaccurate answers like %3 or didn’t respond using 2% |
responding only with 32%.

(c) The question was well answered. The majority of the candidates showed good understanding of
the text. A few lower ability learners offered a partial answer, either missing &4/ or the negative
word A5, resulting in a contradictory meaning.

(d) There were lots of brief and accurate answers here. A common mistake was writing 3, instead of
% or responding only with #1[E.

(e) Learners were mostly able to find required information correctly. To improve, more understanding
of the phrase H4#51, #l+& (everything is good except...) would secure the mark. Answers given
were & RALF or IX A4 # 1T Learners are advised to check the characters as quite a few
learners wrote 7% incorrectly.

H There were some excellent answers here, showing a thorough understanding the context. A few
learners missed 7%[E and responded only with & #F, leading to an incomplete meaning. Some
learners wrote 2 [E ] &5, showing that the vocabulary 15 #5 was unfamiliar with them.

(9) Learners answered well overall. A few lower ability learners missed the verb 7t for —ZX 417 or 24
for Fih5.
(h) The performance was excellent in this question with a large number of correct answers. Where the

errors occurred, it was due to careless as a few learners wrote characters M either partially or
incorrectly, such as only writing Z or writing # as XX in Question (h)(i). For Question (h)(ii),
common mistakes included writing R as /& or & as & 5.

Question 9

The performance in this set of multiple matching exercise was very good. Most learners demonstrated a
good level of understanding of the four pieces of short texts relating to parks. Learners demonstrated a very
good command to the vocabulary used in the texts, but some were not sure about 2:fiT and the
sequencing word &5 in Question 9(b) as they went for Option D, which is the wrong answer. Furthermore,
the negative expressions in the text D, % A £}2= 771 )5 seemed to misread by some Learners, therefore,
lost a mark in Question 9(d) as they chose option B instead.

To improve further, learners could try to highlight the key vocabulary in the text before answering the
guestions.

Question 10

The overall performance was good in this question, and some responses to certain questions were better
than others.

Questions Question (a), (c) and (d) were the best performed questions in this section. It was noticed that
some learners may not understand the text on the whole and only tried to word spot, therefore, not always
securing the marks. Many learners found Question 10(b) challenging to summarise the meaning of the long
sentence containing the turning word {H. They simply selected C, locking onto the word H&Jii. In
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Question(e), Many learners were not sure about the vocabulary recognise %7k as a synonym of #1.0» and
incorrectly linked A= to EF HEE.

Question 11

In this final exercise, learners were asked to read an extended passage about Wang Jing and her dance
experience, and to demonstrate their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it. The
guestions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

It was noticed that a small number of the learners left a few questions blank, such as Questions (c), (d), (9)
and (h). Learners would benefit from being advised to make an attempt at answering these questions rather
than omitting them entirely. As this is the final exercise, both the passage and questions became more
difficult. Even though there were some excellent responses, such as in Question (a). Generally speaking,
learners found this exercise challenging compared to the rest of the paper.

(a) Many learners did well in this question. A few lower ability learners missed the use of —4> with 2
/INHY, causing a change in meaning. Some also provided unnecessary information like 5} ] or if.

(b) Whilst a few concise good answers were seen, quiet a few learners found this question challenging
as many incomplete answers like 1 [E 7 it or 7 #L#E Bk showed that 7t #t is a challenging word for
many learners.

(c) This question discriminated learners’ capability well as it required learners to understand the
keywords #&5 and 7K°F, as well as to interpret complex information like [ 7 2% > 3h{E and A~ R &
25 21311E. Only those learners who fully digested this complex information secured the mark, those
learners who only understood the sentence patrtially led to them giving inaccurate answers.

(d) This question was well answered. The vocabulary used in the question ZE4t, was not explicit in the
text, therefore, those learners who were not sure about 2%4t, found this question challenging.

(e) Learners performed well in this question, showing a good understanding of the text and the
vocabulary Z=%E. Only a few lower ability learners mistook % ii# 51 as the answer.

()] This question differentiated learners’ ability very well as only higher ability learners managed to
secure both marks. Only those learners who understood & & [F] & i 45 11 & 7% as well secured the
marks.

() Performance was good. A small number of lower ability learners copied the sentence it i K # Ak

B, M&ZFT L. Learners are reminded to gain understanding of the passage rather than just look
for identical vocabulary.

(h) Some good responses were seen in this question. To improve, learners need to make sure they
include the required information in full to secure the mark as the key verb i# was often missing.

In conclusion, it is important that learners include key vocabulary such as the verb in their answers if required
by the question. They should also read through their own responses again in the examination to double
check.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list of the defined content

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on managing the timing for each question depending on the complexity of the questions
read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using their
own experiences or assumptions

provide an answer for short-answer questions; brief answers with clear content are sufficient

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

Candidates generally performed well across all questions on this paper. Many responses were successful
and clear, especially on multiple-choice questions. The majority of the responses demonstrated excellent
understanding of the passages. The learners generally managed to respond to the questions with very
focused and short answers either from the text or in their own words.

It was a delight to see a small percentage of learners achieving full marks, with a high quality of handwriting
and responses generally. Fewer questions were not attempted compared to previous years.

For the future, it would be good for learners to be equipped with extensive and practical exposure to the
various questioning methods in Chinese. This would ensure they can understand the information required in
the examination, and effectively identify the key information needed based on context, in order to perform
even better.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5

Most candidates handled this question at ease, Questions 2, 4 and 5 in particular were consistently
accurate. In Question 1, some lower ability learners ticked other options rather than the correct option C #
#. A few learners found the vocabulary %54 a little unfamiliar for Question 3. In addition to that, there were
learners who were not sure about {& & /55 in Question 4.

Question 6

The following group of questions was the best performed out of the questions on the paper. Learners
showed excellent understanding of the vocabulary tested in this question as they were able to match the
pictures and key words correctly. Areas to pay attention to are the vocabulary K225 and 5236 %, as a few
learners found this challenging.

Question 7

Overall, learners performed well in this set of questions though a few words tested in the question seemed to
be unfamiliar to some. On Question 7(a), quite a few learners were clearly unsure that character £ also
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means ‘meeting’ or ‘conference’, therefore, ticked other options instead of Option B. In Question 7(b), it was
common that those learners who chose Option A showed that 111 were challenging characters for them. In
Question 7(c), those learners who chose Option C showed that they were not familiar with the Chinese
snack, 3.

Question 8

The passage was about Xiao Yun’s account of living in the States. Many candidates performed very well in
this exercise.

(a) Learners generally answered this question well. Lower ability learners missed the use of ‘%’ to
indicate ‘more than’ after a time duration. On occasion, some careless errors in character writing
occurred, such as, ‘— % F which made no sense, therefore no credit could be awarded.

(b) Most learners handled this question very well. Some lower ability learners responded to the
question without the verb JF before H4£1H, which was regrettable.

(c) The majority of the learners offered correct answers with ease, whilst some learners lost the mark
is due to careless error in characters. It was quite common to see 3% instead of #r though the rest
of the information was there. It is important that learners doublecheck their answers to secure the
mark they deserve.

(d) This was a well answered question in this set. The performance in (d)(i) was stronger than (d)(ii).
For (d)(i), Answers like this #IRFEIR 2/ A~ KR RFEIR £ were quite common. For (d)(ii), some
learners often answered the question without the verb ‘A’ when referring to #£4M&3/ or missing ‘A~

A,

(e) The performance was strong in this question, showing a thorough understanding of the question
word ‘where’. Some learners did not secure the mark, as they largely lifted their response from the
text, such as 17 FF0 A — MR K KPR ALIE S, without the location indicator, 7, so the meaning was
unclear and had to be rejected as per the Mark Scheme.

()] Learners tackled this question with ease. Occasionally, the verb ‘%’ appeared in their responses,
or they extracted the answer from the text incompletely, such as using ‘J&% H 17 % instead of ‘—jZ
B HAT A

(@) Responses to this question were pleasing. It appeared that a small number of learners were

unfamiliar with 72¥, resulting in many inaccurate responses to ‘614" .

(h) The vast majority of the learners secured the mark easily, whilst a few lower ability learners
struggled with the location 7= A F).

Question 9

The performance in this set of multiple matching exercise was excellent. Most learners demonstrated solid
understanding to the tasks and there were a lot very successful attempts at the exercise. Question 9(a), (c)
and (d) were the best answered questions. For Question 9(b), lower ability learners often chose Option D
instead of the correct answer Option A. Those learners might have got mixed up with ‘f£[E) " 3", “ANik ATE
X BBk 1%75% as both text A and D contain ‘3% #’. Question 9(d) proved most challenging in this set of
guestions- many learners answered with the incorrect responses by ticking Option D, which indicates that
these candidates were confused by Text A and D as they both containing the vocabulary ‘{£’ but were not
sure what #£ @/ 3% (garden square) meant.

Learners need to always read the text carefully, and anticipate distractors in the text. Furthermore, they could
highlight the key vocabulary in the text before answering the questions to make it easier to identify the key
vocabulary and therefore help with understanding.
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Question 10

The examiners were pleased to note that all learners attempted this question despite the increase in difficulty
in at this point in the paper and he increased level of challenge.

Questions 10(a) and 10(c) were the best performed, with many learners achieving both marks. Where the
learners did not secure the marks, the answers were varied. For Question 10(b), other options were picked
as some learners were not sure > and /&% were synonyms. For Question 10(d), it was obvious that
some learners were unfamiliar with the key concept #2573 i# /KT in the context so chose Option D, A iR
£ A &. For Question 10(e), whilst high ability learners secured the mark, quite a few learners struggled to
identify the correct answer from the passage. Looking forward, it is important the learners read through the
whole passage rather than just word spotting.

Question 11

In this final question, learners were asked to read longer passage about Li Yun and her experience in
participating in Lion Dancing activity then demonstrate their understanding of the text by answering a set of
guestions in Chinese. Long lifting from the passage was not acceptable.

In this section in particular, the learners demonstrated a wide range of understanding. It required learners to
truly understand the questions and the texts in order to gain marks, rather than allocating the answer easily
around the keywords or guessing.

€) The performance was satisfactory compared to other questions in this task. A quarter of learners
provided contradictory information regarding & £ It may be helpful to remind them focus on
connectives that indicate the changing of the opinions or tones, such as BE%k...{H/2 or RE...{HE
in order to tackle similar style questions in the future.

(b) Most learners managed to identity the correct answer, whilst a few learners missed out the mark as
answer like =% caused confusion.

(c) Nearly two thirds of the learners gained this mark, showing their solid understanding of ] in the
sentence, therefore, they were able to locate the key concept /& & 17. Those lower ability learners
mistook 1% as the answer or simply lifted the whole sentence, which did not show genuine
understanding.

(d) The performance in this question is similar to Question 11 (c). A small number of the learners left it
blank and quite a few learners thought 1R & were the correct answer.

(e) Many learners understood the required answer was duration ¥4£, which was pleasing. A typical
wrong answer was N2k,

()] Whilst over two thirds of the learners secured the mark, it was apparent that some learners were
unfamiliar with turning conjunction words such as 7] and %, providing unnecessary contradictory
information or copying phrases like 7] 1, mistakenly taking 7] as a surname.

(9) Most learners handled this question successfully and only lower ability learners copied out the
sentence. This question required learners to summarise the key concept between the lines and
only those learners who mastered comparison structures managed to gain the mark easily.

(h) The performance in this last question was a bit mixed as this last question in the paper proved to
be the most challenging to some learners. They struggled with the comparative word & in
Question (h)(i) and the complement phrase %% in Question (h)(ii). In addition to that, they also
found #7% challenging, leading to some contradictory responses.

In conclusion, it is important that learners have a thorough understanding of the structures required by this
gualification. As mentioned earlier, allocating time to read through one’s own responses again during the
examination is likely to prove invaluable.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions

provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

Candidates generally performed well across all questions on this paper despite the small entry this year.
Some good answers were seen as the learners managed to respond to the questions with very focused and
short answers either from the text or in learners’ own words. A couple of learners left a few questions
unattempted.

Looking forward, it would be good that learners to be equipped with extensive and practical exposure to

various questioning methods in Chinese. This ensures they can understand the information required in the
examination and effectively identify key information based on context, thus, to perform even better.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5

Over two-thirds of the learners gained all 5 marks in this section. Questions 2 and 3 were better performed
than others. In Question 1, some lower ability learners ticked other options rather than the correct option D
Ph2%1¢. A couple of learners were not sure about the vocabulary #{= in Question 4. In addition to that, there
were learners who were not sure about the vocabulary =Zk in Question 5 and chose Option A 4% or D HR
.

Question 6

This was the best performed set of questions on the paper. Learners showed very good understanding of the
vocabulary tested in this question as they were able to match the pictures and key words correctly. Areas to

pay attention to was vocabulary & j# and 1K, as a few learners found this challenging. It was good to see
that learners recognised the vocabulary ¥ % )5 very well even though it is not commonly used nowadays.

Question 7

Learners did well in this set of questions in general. 7(a) and 7(c) were better performed than 7(b). #)# in
7(b) appeared to be challenging to some learners as the common wrong answer was Option C. In 7(c),
typical wrong answer was Option D.

Question 8
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The passage was about Xiao Huan’s travel account in Hangzhou. Some excellent responses were seen in
marking, whilst some learners found certain questions challenging as a few learners left questions
unattempted.

€) The majority of learners handled this question at ease apart from a couple of lower ability learners
who left this blank.

(b) Most learners demonstrated good understanding of the question word /E4, and as a
consequence, the correct answer A4 =%k was given. It is important the learners include the verb 4%
before the transport =%k to avoid losing the mark.

(c) Excellent performance was seen. It was pleasing to see the learners have the knowledge of the
scenery spot 7Hi# secured.

(d) It was noticed that learners found this set of questions challenging. Partial answers like + 437l or
Ui 75 did not represent genuine understanding as they were not precise enough.

(e) Good responses were seen as most learners were able to locate the time 75 5 from the passage.

() It was pleasing to see that over half of the learners understood the vocabulary 147, furthermore,
the positive outcome reflected good understanding of % and A.

(9) A very strong performance as most learners gave the correct answer 4£47.
(h) The responses to this question were satisfactory as quite a few learners struggled with this

guestion. This was probably due to the fact that {4 and the key concept i i were quite
separated in the last sentence of the passage. Most learners knew it was the last sentence where
the answer came from, but not be able to locate the key concept.

Question 9

In general, learners demonstrated good understanding of the passages in this set of questions. Amongst
them, Question 9 (a), (b) and (e) were the better performed than Question (c) and (d). It was clear that
most learners had a good command of vocabulary, and more revision of the connectives and conjunctions
required at this level would have helped to improve performance. The vocabulary 15 %= and 7% seemed to
be less familiar to some learners.

Learners need to remember to read the text carefully, in particularly to pay attention on the purpose-
designed distraction from the text. Furthermore, learners could try to highlight the key vocabulary in the text
before answering the questions so it is easier to identify the relevant key vocabulary and structures during
their reading.

Question 10

The level of difficulty has increased in this set of questions and some learners found this task challenging.
Learners are reminded to attempt all questions which did not always happen, which was regrettable for these
multiple choice responses.

Questions 10(a) has by far the largest number of positive responses in this task. Question 10(d) and (e)
proven tricky to most learners. Question 10(b) required learners to understand 7% and H . as well as
understanding of the phrases in the quotation marks. Those lower ability learners missed out the mark by
choosing Option A or D. Similarly, for Question 10(c), learners were expected to have a genuine
understanding of the whole third paragraph in order to secure the mark. Those learners who succeeded in
this question are to be congratulated.
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Question 11

In this final question, learners were presented with a longer passage on people’s views about a TV
programme. Learners did not only need to understand the passage, but also understand the questions set
for this level. Long lifting from the passage was not acceptable.

As in previous years, the questions reflected different levels of understanding from the learners. This
required learners truly understand the questions and the texts in order to gain marks. The vast majority of the
candidates found this task very challenging as the performance was very mixed.

(a) Half the learners handled this question successfully.

(b) The majority of the learners found this question challenging. A typical wrong answer was £ #i75
and there were learners who simply lifted the whole sentence i H 4 A 75 W 76 AR FE R, 21
Fak e e AL H s B3 %) T, which did not show genuine understanding.

(c) Learners tackled Question (c)(i) better than Question (c)(ii). Those learners who missed the mark
did understand 1R £ [F| 2= Ff13 — ¥, therefore they were not able to locate the correct answer J& 75 2
TR

(d) Those learners who understood the vocabulary 4% succeeded in this question. However, almost

two thirds of learners found this question challenging.

(e) This question proved to be the most challenging in the whole paper as only a small number of
learners scored a mark. A common wrong answer was —4F as not all learners understood the
question asked the time when Zhang Ping started to watch the programme rather than a duration.

) One-third of learners gave a positive response, % H {14 %F £ and some learners mistook 1R i
as the answer, therefore, no credit was given.

(9) Only a very small proportion of the learners secured a mark. It was clear in the responses that the
learners were able to locate the sentence where they could extract the information, but quite a few
learners wrote & F1R £ 4 A instead of & 24 H C.fix =X A

(h) It was good to see the high ability learners still managed to score a mark despite the level of
difficulty required by this question. A typical wrong answer was B2 i i1 #5222 HESF 1. In the
passage, the question was AfAH AR EXNIX N5 H ? The question was asking for personal
opinions, therefore, people's views from the text needed to be reflected in the answer. Those
learners who did not include %15 in the response needed to pay attention to questions like this.

In conclusion, it is important that learners have a thorough understanding of the structures required
by this qualification, furthermore, reading through their own responses again in the examination to
double check would be useful.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

e Centres had generally prepared candidates well for the speaking test.

e  This year it was noted that most centres had used the randomisation grid on pages 14-15 of the
Instructions for Teachers/Examiners so that candidate cards were correctly and fairly allocated.

e  Most examiners understood the need to adhere precisely to the script in the Instructions for
Teachers/Examiners and not to rephrase any questions. Centres are reminded that candidates most not
have access to any of the questions or topics prior to the test being conducted.

e Role plays were conducted well by most examiners but please be reminded to read out the role play
scenario first, ask both parts of the question where applicable, and to ask the questions exactly as
printed.

e [tis important to remind students that to gain high marks in the topic conversations, they need to
frequently develop their ideas and opinions and showcase their knowledge of a wide range of structures
and vocabulary listed in the syllabus. In the topic conversations section, some examiners need to make
greater use of extension questions (e.g., XA WE? 1RAEEZ UL — 15 ? ) to elicit fuller answers from

candidates.

e Examiners are reminded to use the alternative questions provided in Questions 3-5 of the topic
conversations only if a candidate does not understand the first version (and repetition) of the question.
The alternative questions should not be asked if the original questions have already been answered.

e Itis important for examiners to give students time to finish their answers and not interrupt them too
soon. If there are two parts to a question, examiners should pause and wait for a response to the first
part before asking the second question.

¢  Most examiners understood the need to ask no more than two further questions of their own if timings
were short on topic conversations.

e  Clerical work was usually very good in centres. Please remember to use the most up-to-date working
mark sheet (either the electronic version or the one on page 13 of the Instructions for
Teachers/Examiners).

e  The quality of recordings was usually very good.

e Itisimportant that Centre brief their examiners thoroughly before the test and share feedback
from previous years so that candidates are given the best opportunity to showcase their
speaking ability. All examiners should carefully read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Instructions for
Teachers/Examiners that accompany the candidate cards each year so they are fully aware of
the requirements of the test.
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General comments

The Speaking test is intended to be a test of spontaneous communicative ability; candidates should not
know the content of the test beforehand. A wide range of performance was evident across the candidature
with examples of performance at all levels of ability.

Most centres followed the instructions concerning the randomisation grid and understood the need to test
candidates according to the prescribed order of the cards and conversation topics.

Centres had usually prepared candidates well and the large majority of examiners were aware of how to
conduct the test efficiently and correctly. Examiners greeted candidates using the prompts provided and
most examiners read the scenario for the role plays as instructed in Chinese. This is important to set the
scene for candidates.

Role plays were generally conducted well. Examiners are reminded that questions can be repeated (but not
rephrased) once only if the candidate does not answer a question or gives an ambiguous response. It is
important for examiners to read the role play tasks exactly as printed to ensure that they are not changing
the nature and level of difficulty of the tasks. Examiners are reminded to ask both parts of the question where
applicable unless the candidate has already answered the second part naturally in their first answer.

For the topic conversations, timings were generally appropriate. However, in some centres, they were too
short. Some examiners needed to ask more extension questions (e.g., A WE? FRAEL UL — 515 ? ) to give
candidates the opportunity to develop their answers and go beyond brief or incomplete answers which do not
communicate fully. Candidates need to understand the wordings of these extension questions so that they
know when they need to give more detail.

If a candidate does not understand Questions 3, 4 or 5 in the topic conversations (and a repetition of these
guestions), examiners must ask the alternative question. These alternative questions give candidates
another opportunity to understand the task. Some examiners asked the alternative questions when the
candidate had already answered the first question clearly, or used the alternative questions as
extension questions. This should be avoided, as it can be confusing for candidates. Some examiners
went straight to the alternative questions without asking and repeating the original questions, which
disadvantaged candidates, as they could not access the higher Communication bands.

When there was a PAUSE between two questions in the script, most examiners gave candidates the time to
answer the first question before asking the second one.

Centres are reminded that if a topic conversation lasts three and a half minutes or less, even after asking
extension questions, the examiner must ask up to two further questions of his/her choice on the same topic
as the other questions to make sure that the conversation lasts 4 minutes. The further questions should be
asked after each topic conversation not just at the end of both topic conversations. If the topic conversation
still lasts three and a half minutes or less, the examiner must stop the conversation.

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area at the start of each topic conversation as well as the
transition between each section with a phrase in Chinese e.qg., A THE AT T B0HE—, AR A

Clerical checks and sample size

In most centres, the clerical work had usually been completed very efficiently and centres are thanked for
this. It is essential that all clerical work is checked very carefully to ensure that candidates receive the correct
mark. Centres generally understood the requirements of the sample size and samples were nearly always
correct. Please also ensure the working mark sheet (WMS) is correctly completed by each examiner with the
candidates’ correct names and numbers, a record of the role play and topic conversation cards and that it is
signed and dated by the examiner.

Recording quality

A high proportion of the recordings received were of a very good quality. Centres are thanked for this. Please
check all recording equipment prior to the live exams and before despatching the sample. Please also try to
ensure reasonably quiet conditions for recording to avoid background noise. If an external microphone has
been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the candidate than to the examiner. The
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recording should not be stopped during the three parts of each candidate’s speaking exam. The examiner,
and not the candidate, must introduce the candidate by name and number.

Application of the mark scheme

In the role plays, marks can only be awarded for the set questions. To score 2 marks, an answer may be
brief, but the language should be appropriate to the task, substantially accurate and not be ambiguous in
terms of the message being communicated.

In the topic conversations, when applying the mark scheme for Communication, it is necessary to think
carefully about how well the answers gave the required information and how consistently this was done
across the two topics. Performances where answers convey most of the required information but are brief,
sometimes irrelevant and with little development, would fall into the Satisfactory category. To score marks in
the Very Good descriptor for Communication, candidates need to respond confidently to the original
guestions (they should not need the alternative questions), be able to offer consistently relevant information
and to show that they can develop their ideas and opinions, adding relevant detail where necessary and
justifying their answers. In the mark scheme for Communication, the word rephrasing means that the
alternative question has been asked. It should be noted that if conversations are short, candidates could be
disadvantaged as they may not have the opportunity to develop their material. When applying the mark
scheme for Quality of Language, the key descriptors considered here are the ability to use a range of
structures as listed in the syllabus, and the ability to use a range of appropriate vocabulary. Pronunciation is
also a key descriptor. To score high marks for Quality of Language, candidates need to show control of a
wide range of accurately used language and structures (this can include past and future time frames) as well
as very good pronunciation, fluency, intonation and expression.

Comments on specific questions

Role plays

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the examiner before
commencing the test. This is reassuring for the candidate, and establishes that he/she is playing a role, not
merely answering for themselves. Most candidates approached the role-plays well with many scoring good
marks. The weakest candidates also showed that they could score marks for partial communication on some
tasks. The first two tasks on each card were of a very factual nature and gave candidates the opportunity to
answer briefly. They did not require longer and more developed answers. Candidates mostly answered these
two opening questions well. On each card, the last three tasks were more challenging and gave candidates
the opportunity to develop their answers with opinions and simple explanations. A useful technique for
candidates to adopt in the 10—minute preparation time is to think very carefully about useful vocabulary and
structures which could occur in their given role play scenario.

This year the comprehension and responses to role play questions were generally very strong and most
tasks were answered very well.

In Card 1, weaker candidates found it difficult to answer the second part of task 4, 7EME B iR ? where is
your lesson.

In Card 2, tasks 4 and 5, weaker candidates did not understand &7 celebrate festivals, and =5 H festival.

In Card 3, in task 3 some forgot to add a unit of currency after the amount of money. In task 5, {4 cash
was not always understood

In Card 4, in task 3, some students found it hard to understand the key question word 4 FERIIRTE ? what
type of restaurant?

In Card 5, all tasks were generally answered well.
In Card 6, task 3, weaker candidates did not always understand the keyword &3} activity.

In Card 7, task 4, weaker candidates were sometimes not able to give a correct answer for JLH JL5? what
date?
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In Card 8, task 3, weaker students found it hard to answer _¥ER], /R i = A4 2 What do you most like
doing at work? Additionally, in task 4, some students did not understand the word 4 ¥ manager.

In Card 9, task 3, some students struggled with 7EATH, RS T HRLLH 7 ? What places did you visit in
Hangzhou? and some did not understand Hangzhou was a city in itself. In task 5, weaker students found it
difficult to understand the word 3§l city

Topic conversations

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area in Chinese just before the start of each conversation.
The first three topics were based on one of the sub-topics of Areas A and B as listed in the syllabus. The last
four topics were taken from one of the sub-topics in Areas C, D or E of the syllabus. All these sub-topics
were familiar to candidates and a full range of performance was seen with each conversation having its
easier and more challenging questions. The first two questions in each conversation were closed and
straightforward in nature and were set at an easier level to start off the conversation. They could be
answered briefly and with factual language, although stronger candidates took the opportunity to give more
developed responses containing relevant details. The final three questions on each card were more open
and required candidates to communicate relevantly in past and future time frames. Each topic conversation
also gave candidates the opportunity to express opinions and develop where possible their reasons for their
opinions.

Topic 1 Food and Drink In Question 1 and 2, weaker candidates did not really understand the word ¢
vegetables or the question word JL# how many types? In Question 3, weaker candidates often required the
alternative question as they did not understand "z & vegetarianism or 414t / ¥4k
advantage/disadvantage. In Question 4, weaker candidates were not able to produce a type of Chinese
food so needed the alternative questions. Question 5 was understood well but some weaker candidates
were not able to grasp A T &A1 5 for your health.

Topic 2 Self, family and friends Question 1 was answered well but Question 2 proved challenging to
weaker candidates who did not understand an age was required. In Question 3 most candidates could give
a physical description of their favourite person but weaker candidates were not always clear on the word {4
¥ character and needed the alternative question. Question 4 and 5 were generally answered well by most
candidates.

Topic 3 Your home Question 1, 2 and 3 were generally answered well by most candidates. In Question 4
some candidates did not understand the word 4>k in the future and that a future time frame was required.
Additionally, weaker candidates did not have the vocabulary needed to describe the house they would like to
live in and what furniture they would like. In Question 5, weaker candidates did not always understand the
phrase & /E 411 [1? how did you spend (yesterday)? and needed the alternative question.

Topic 4 Education Question 1 was generally answered well by most candidates. In Question 2, weaker
candidates did understand the word 3 H stationery. Question 3 and 4 were answered well by most
candidates. Question 5 proved challenging to some students who did not understand 4£%: to continue
(studying). Some candidates thought they were being asked what they were going to study after finishing
school rather than if they would continue to study once they had started working.

Topic 5 Travel Question 1, 2 and 5 were generally answered well by most candidates. In Question 3 the
phrase # £ 12F, places of interest proved challenging to some candidates and they required the alternative
question. In Question 4 many candidates mistook the phrase 3 ft culture for 4N foreign language and so
did not fully answer this question.

Topic 6 Work Question 1, 2 and 3 were generally answered well by most candidates. In Question 4,
weaker candidates did not always understand the word #} H subject. Question 5 proved challenging for
several candidates; the key phrases % K4 41? what age? and iE{K retire were not generally comprehended.

Topic 7 The living environment Candidates could generally answer Question 1, 2 and 5 satisfactorily. In
Question 3, weaker candidates did not understand the key words 7 #.(» city centre and £:JJ experience In
Question 4, weaker candidates were not able to answer ff##t. . 3% 1)@ solve environmental problems.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/41
Writing

Key messages

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2 and
Question 3.

e Using a significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect
Question 2 and the completion of task for Question 3.

¢ Read the scenario carefully for Question 1, fill the gap accordingly. Avoid using pinyin or English.

e Ifataskis ‘What is the advantages/disadvantages of eating fast food?’ and the candidate answers
‘There are many advantages/disadvantages of eating fast food’ and nothing else, then this not count as
detailed information for Task Completion.

General comments

This is the third year of the new syllabus and mark scheme and the majority of candidates were familiar with
the question styles. There were a number of impressive performances from centres. Most of the candidates
performed very well and showed their confidence and ability in using Chinese vocabulary and grammar.
They understood the questions well and tried to write detailed information with conjunction words and
complex sentences used correctly. Some candidates also used complex structures and difficult or unusual
characters, even idioms, which demonstrated an improvement this year in their linguistic ability.

For Question 1, most of the candidates understood each part of the questions but some of them were not
familiar with 3% 7 (city) and answered with countries, number or dates. Unfortunately, some candidates used
pinyin or English in their answers and some characters were not correctly written. All other gaps were well
managed with proper words from the core vocabulary list due to the questions being common and familiar to
candidates.

The number of candidates significantly increased this year and the overall quality of work from candidates on
Questions 2 and 3 improved from last year. It was pleasing to see that some candidates wrote notes either
in English or Chinese next to each question to make sure communication marks were well achieved. The
change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work and this
was heavily reflected in this year’s responses. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of expressions and
structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the accuracy of the
usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Candidates are reminded that if they write significantly
fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough
evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters
should be used as often as possible and English, pinyin, and numerical digits e.g, 6 &. 34~J\6f. 5 A 8
H. £ 4 should be avoided.
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Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the point
and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been a more efficient way to
use the recommended word count. Letter or email format, long openings and ending greetings are not
required and took up candidates’ exam time unnecessarily.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for applying for a Chinese visa. Most of the candidates were able to
fill the gaps with ease. There were plenty of good and easy answers for all the gaps except gap 2 ‘& 49 3%
7’, possibly due to not knowing the word 37 , and writing countries or other cities which are not (in) China.

Forgap 1 B4, the majority of the candidates wrote nationalities without mistakes, e.g., & EH. B A&, 4
B B, XA, BIEF, E. FRAE, #E. £E. fF A& etc; but a few candidates wrote 3£ (A)
as English person which cannot be awarded a mark. A handful of candidates also made careless mistakes
and wrote ' B (China) which cannot be awarded a mark since the scenario was to apply a visa to China,
therefore, centres should remind candidates to read questions carefully and double check the English
translation underneath of the Chinese version as well.

Gap 2 %437 seemed challenging to weaker candidates, though able candidates produced impressive
answers, e.g., L#&. Jb®, F#. ®%. ki etc. However, B ¥ 5. #% could not gain a mark since they
are not in China.

Compared to the two tasks above, gap 3 and 4 were well answered with different reasons. Most of the
candidates provided different reasons like & L k5. £ &RFik, RERHHF. HFRF. ERKR. LN
A B EH, AFITA. FAFPEILA, BR2REA. £, PR, B £, AFAR. 2RF. LERGR
4 . Some were more interesting and sophisticated, e.g. W AA= X &, E v, £HZ®, FIFL, LV H
KF. RS ER. RAMBIF. AELR. ML T, BR. T/, RWAR. SAmB4AE. kg, aTHEHR, L
P, B, ARZ]. RREREIANRT . SomPLRLE, LTHPEORRLE, WL, FERE, T
APCIL TS, TUAET ZRIK, REHhE. AREA. XFHMA. ALoFiE, 2&E. WA, A&
B, BF., AAEDLM. LFERY. T HIA.

However, on the other end of the spectrum, some answers without verbs made the purpose unclear, so
could not be awarded a mark, such as % . #545.

For the last task, gap 5 47 #4£ % 2 which tested places, the majority were able to write sensible places, e.g.
BIE AR, FRE. MANE, RANET. NF. . J MR, #5. Some interesting places,
e.g., K¥. 2HE. Lk, &F. ®HIH and cities like L. L& etc, were accepted.

Accuracy of characters was generally good, however, there were several common mistakes. Candidates
either added or missed a radical, wrote the character with a wrong radical, or used a character with a similar
phonetic sound. Centres could train their students to avoid similar mistakes for future exams. The common
mistakes were listed below:

. misunderstanding rubrics:

e many candidates did not understand question of % 1+ 4 %4k 2, but answered like &%, /LA . F %,
BT E. M

e few candidates did not understand the key word 3%, answering with 18 % . B A, )i, F &, F
H. W)

e  Misunderstanding rubrics:
Gapl: FEA, %, —AZ&RB, HHA
Gap2: v H, £JF, +5, #E, £F, t=, —AZ2ZH, &£&, H, TAF, T
Gap3and Gap 4: %&&, &N\, ¥ A, £, AW, AEF, +—%K
Gap5 Z A, ~nA, %, BEieE, Lif, BIFIE, AEROEA, £H, TH

2. Homophone characters creating different meanings: Eiz (I2) . T4 (#f) . 5F (F) . & GA)

%
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3. mis-formed characters creating different meanings: #J (Jf) . &£ (L) =, & (£) B. BAR.
a(a)A, HLE (&) . RAK (AR . Bk (LK) . A& (£8) . 4L (X)) . T, %
RE(E). BEACR). A GF) . 47 () £ (R) 3, BR, £%, Fox () . L (k) .
HAR (R)

4. missing radicals: sk (3£) B. &£ (&) &, L& (B) . Lk (L¥k) . £ GKF) H.

5. Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination, e.g.,*¥ guo.
fan dian. jin ba bu wei. mei B. Lt hai. 4t jing. wen lai. lu xing, student. university. AirB & B. &
R, jing. %1% Paris, Lt hai, /&7 mingshanggu, kaiche, gongzuo, ba ¥, jiu &%, etc., have not
been awarded marks so should be avoided.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their favourite sports. There are a number of great
essays, following the bullet points well and using link words to structure the essays, writing clear words and
sentences with different tenses. Most of the candidates fully understood the requirements of the question
and responded very well to it. The best candidates were not only able to understand rubrics and to answer
the bullet points to fulfil the communication aspect, but also were able to use their linguistic knowledge
accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for both simple and complex sentence structures by using linking
words. However, some answers missed one or two tasks, especially the task 3 iz 37 % K i 4],

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did very well and answers like #& & & 3k 493Z 3 & /# 7Kk were good enough to
qualify for a mark. Some candidates consistently provided extra information, e.g., &AM #EK A KB, BT
AI5 4G 3 2 4 /R L 55K IR, S5 ¥ #F4E T which pushed the marks to the top band.

The answers should use verb-object phrases; however, a few candidates used nouns instead e.g., & &% &
# or wrote painting and singing as a sport.

Many candidates were able to write a length of time for bullet point 3, e.g., AN, =+ 547, F X etc.
On the other end of the spectrum, a few candidates may have misunderstood the question word % KBt a]
and wrote =& /], v ,& . Z K], so sadly lost marks.

Bullet point 4 was very well answered with adjectives and describing words e.g., a2 A 4F, @ BLaS, X &
R XAF £, 417 % 547345 514F etc., were also often seen. Task 4 was to ask for comments, but some
candidates described the teacher’s appearance instead which should be k1 4 ##. Centres need to remind
their candidates to be more vigilant when reading questions.

Bullet point 5 was not difficult, most of the candidates were familiar with the question word "¢ JL and wrote
accurate answers for bullet point 5. However, some candidates focused on competition but carelessly did not
answer the key question word of ‘where’. In addition, some students incorrectly included ‘ I’ in sentences,
which demonstrated they may have been confused with the time frame which was supposed to be in the
future tense, e.g., & T K& 7 L £ 4e b 3%, thus, communication had not been clearly achieved.

Centres should advise students to be more vigilant to the tense in Question 2, where there is always a
question in the future time frame. Candidates should distinguish between past time phrases, future time
phrases, and particles, e.g., 2. #. 174 etc, also including them in their answers, e.g., # TR & X K F 4
Fe bl R

To score the top band for Question 2, candidates need to include details. Therefore, even though some
candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as they needed to expand their
answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded that when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet
points, they should be more carefully looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing
any parts, or whether the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, they should check
whether the answer words were in the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to
be improved.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80—-100 characters and did not really demonstrate their
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed out sentences which could have made the essay much
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more interesting and also fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word
count will affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

There were plenty good examples for each task, e.g:

REF AR Pk —REHREIRIL, B EANZAFIEF HoE XA EFH
o AR, RAAREE—RLITHLER

KRG EITFA—ANF2209 BRI, RBIFRLTF, REERME
KOGHRF 2P AR ALF, o BLAE % FEH

e w AT, BRI B RAVRZ R G HER KT

EAVAT B R AR T R IF, B AR 4

KOZIFBART M, RLERATF KON, KA LR A Z O
KORF ZITFIRTFHEA, BREKEFEW, MAAHHEK, LRAITER, 2148, 22AREE
iT &

BA BRI A AR, A AR IR R IR R — ALK

MR I, SR A LT, 2% k&I XL

KA KRB —AN BB —ANF B

bullet point 1:

AR ERWIBEHRAEIR, BADHE LT IR,
FEANHRERGZ A AN LK, SFRATREELTFIEHKRALHE,
KAREKRI Y, BARHHE,

KR ERGZAHAMK, BHAHREFIR, X FRGT.

RER B EAEOIEF), RERGLHK.

bullet point 2:

T FRIAFKIN— AN R, 128 BHEF I A AL & 2 iFF,

RBFEREE T F—RIFK, TibFRiEfLFRil, KANE—LFK,
REFIRFRGNAMN—AITER, AiELifeiEE—RITEH,
bullet point 3:

BERZBHANDE, 0RRT, HEH=FT54%,

BB RZHAFADE, 12REFRAREZFH),

bullet point 4:

KOGHRF EIFIRAST, KEFRW
ROKRFTETFLER, XFE, RBRRTHK, BREFHGEIF,

W HIFASRSF, REBRANAE ) o

KK F 2T R EAST, @ BLAS,

bullet point 5:

KBTREEELE, REXETEEH, PFARFS,

KT REFEGZHH SR, RITHTFEL, B LR FR.

KT AREEFZB AL, BN ZREAITKRRRESF, PIAKRCFRRIT T,

In contrast, there were some areas which need to be improved.

Grammar:

Wrong words order:

B A RGN AATEFR . MA—ANF LHEITAELR. KERITHR gen KA K. K—REHFo K
MR, BRREEITEFEREIN =, & TFHERERK,
K IRALMY & EFIGID

KA FH 2 IR R4

A LA LR XA 2 B

HALERAT W HRE EIHIE

KT R FFHFRS ML

KHFHF N ERAEDH

AT R+ EREIENE S0 E

B R A AA AN B AT R

KOG TR B IR B B A A AN

S A — A3 LR KA F AR
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K— A=Kk
HAVGYB 5 )R KA P L IFAEFR
HMN—A2BEaHEZI=FZ I K
BEWRTRVER, £k, £LE
e Use of & with adjectives: £ ERFZFREFER; KNRLE; KIRERPLIRA N R WLRIFEH
e Use of incorrect words or words missing: iX ™2 &89 E ik, KRIERGFTEH; KFFEEE; KET
E
e Use of measure word: &4~ 2 #1 & A % & 9k 4R
e Use of verbs: & AL KM+ ¥ AR
e Misuse of 4. and #=: 4L & E & 47 M 3K,
TARRKEAIA A —A X RIKLE, R EERTIE
t="+x%, H— 5Kk KF KGRk
RORERITRAEG, kSRt
WA B Gk KRG
KRERLZLZANIRA EEFE
KAVIRF PR AT AR ID @
KA A T W IR A AR 3% A A0 B 2R b JR
HRF I AR F A AR AT
AR A & Bfe K RAIR 5 4,
e Misuseof 7: &EXREITTANFE I KT RETIEALE
e Mixedtenses: ENMZ MR KARS HEEINMANE; ATAETYE; KN TOTE M £FK
T =A%
e Useofty: BT EREZFHAMY,

------

Iy

Characters and words:

e Candidates should spend time practising simple common characters such as: %. &. H~. fil. #=.
Ry XF. P AB, ER. A A, AFF etc.
e  Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: paobu (32%), I zuo, ME (JAAR) , FFK (FEK) |
TEKx (REX) , BHRRA vyisi, 74 toufa, © OGr) EHK
o  KEXIFEZHA qiqgigia
A KR FH 2 TR ER LA di fang
£ K i AR 1k yuan
X £ X fei % K
# &% da lan giu f&%F waner
TR E KA 5 xiao b &
#A11 dou &%k ¥ R
AR ERMYIZH A bu
HR Gy iR HAF IR A chu
FAREIR yin Fy K IR A2 —A2
KARE IR E, A KK yanjing #21& % 49 toufa
e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: &% # % X
RTREARRAF—R LT A MLE, FIMT
K092 o) 2 )T AR A LT
TR ARG BERFH
RAEHRH LT
o B R AT R A
ARG 0I5 R AR
IR A — AL 5,89 B 4% b 3K B 1]
HOGRE £ — B A &
RHFR—IT
KR F HIFRAITFOIREE
KRB+ 5
AR XA
ReAARF BAFARSF
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IR I AAT—A KT N B RZIK
HIRF A+ T, —AFR, —LRHFS
KA £ E AT H R
Yo R A MRS A LARBAT K=+ F
e  Proper words not used despite meanings being understandable:
ARERES, BAREE—ALER
He AR AT £
KREIFEA KA, o KIREE, Kk, XKTHFHF
KA HRE IR E
HERM B A BIFF
KA RITHH =0 1],
#A11 badminton F= & 4545 &9 I & .
BT RELF SR,
e  Careless mistakes and missing characters: #1 X ; &/&+.&%; &aZH—F£F

Question 3

There were two options for candidates to choose from: (a) to write a letter to a grandma talking about a
wedding that you recently went to; (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about your views on eating
fast food. The option (b) was much popular than (a), around 72 per cent of the candidates opted for (b) since
the fast food topic was much more familiar to candidates. The majority could respond to all the bullet points
with a good level of detail and link ideas effectively with appropriate connectives. It was very impressive to
see that there were so many detailed descriptions as well as rich and varied responses to the advantages
and disadvantages of fast food. For 3(a), some candidates did not clearly answer the bullet point 3 of 4 %

% (what performance) .
(a) Wedding
Completion of the tasks

The majority covered the required information, also provided additional and detailed information which was
relevant to the bullet points. The weight of Task Completion was 10, so candidates learnt experience from
previous years and were aware that they should give detailed information, opinions/reactions and
explanations to reach the top band.

Most of the candidates understood the questions in the tasks and completed tasks well when talking about
their own experience or views. Some of them may not have been very sure about the meanings of #-+#L and
£54& so they found talking about the performances in task 3 a bit challenging. Centres should suggest
candidates study all vocabulary on the core vocabulary list, including the newly added ones from 2022.

Question words for task 1 ‘who’, task 2 ‘where’, task 4 ‘how’ and task 5 ‘why’ were common question words
and did not cause issues. M A . I, BE. LR, RIFIL. ARSIFCHRD. AF—FLFROLEE,
¥ £, 3 etc., were the most popular answers. However, some candidates did not understand % & ,so they
could not use common words e.g., &4k, Bk, WA, 12 RE KK etc, and simply wrote about what
happened in the wedding, e.g., AR % A5, Ko T &4, " T AK. R T 5 etc.

Candidates who opted in to this option were relatively strong so there were almost no irrelevant essays for
3(a). There were a lot of good sentences and expressions in essays. Candidates brought lots of great ideas
and descriptions on expanding their answers for each task. Some good examples are listed below.

Rt dsiL AR NR 2, BANEA —/KEH,

EAMBALE AR, AL A, RECFIEFRA, KAERMBZX,

FAEALE, WIFTFLOFFREE, BT HREOT.

BRI, AAETBKT .

BAG—A P H—A TR, —AGH, AR

A IFEIAMGILA LR ZAG TEROI I,

BE T RIN A I Ao 2N X LTS, RAELBE KBTS, ArA&R B,
o HRAANAME, FTAKRALEL,
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Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appear in the candidates’ work.
This year it appeared common to see that some complex connectives had been used such as: &&.. 2% ;
e wmE. . BRI TRT LA, AR, Rk, R4k, accurately used #&f, 2|, i&, &
% which again has shown their high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g.:

YRKRAG, RATHREZE, BRELESNF5, R—AFIHE, ReFEFELEHHFIL,
do B H R KRB AL EXEZRGA, KA RIMLEEIE,

RCAFLEBIR B H 4R K

HALK B 1S K HA BB TS

Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme put more emphasis on accuracy compared with the previous year. Most candidates
wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin
and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the
same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion, but it was
penalized in this category.

There were some areas for improvement e.g:
Characters: 4 (%) &, # (L) 4. 7 £ GR) . ¢ & (&) #%

Grammar:

e Mixed up words: &3 /3 ik re &

e Use #= to link adjectives or sentences: iX 45 ik 4F 4= fang bian

e  Wrong measure words: A —A-

e Wrong words order: & & x F4&4L; K ABf RO K —RAELETRK

e Use of & with adjectives: & 570 7 6935 4ALRARSF; RERBLEBRA A XL, RIEAZE
e  Misuses of verbs or function words: &A%k A%A R AAT; HBAgiRE; RIS EEGIK

e  Misplace adverbial modifier and attributes: & A1°¢ 7 & 45 /&k%F

e Misuse of adjectives: 4Lk ; REH

e Misuse T: ZIAEALE EHFITT, SM—LFEFHRET

(b) Fast food
Completion of the tasks

More than two thirds of the candidates opted in for this question which showed their confidence and
familiarity of the topic.

Task 1 ‘how many times do you eat fast food’ was answered very well since candidates only needed to
replace the question word JU to a number to get a mark for task completion. However, some candidates
mistakenly wrote answers for ‘when do you eat fast food’ which cannot be awarded a mark for task 1. Most
of the candidates recognised the question word in task 2 + 4 and listed things they had had in a fast food
restaurant. It is pleasing to see candidates followed the past time frame and sentence structures in the
question. X & &L, LEEH . =BG, ®M. FA. BA®EE. ZX IR etc., were the popular answers.

For Task 3, ¥4 has appeared in the past exams several times, so candidates were easily to write 472, 1%
. AT, AR B, RiEEHE ete., well known describing words. Some able candidates could use four
words idioms e.g., 7 & B, ki@ T, BRLR. M4 etc., to demonstrate their range of vocabulary.

Task 4 314 was answered equally well as Task 3. There were some interesting comments, the majority of
them were not good for your health/body, e.g., 3 4K T4F. LFH ook, TMEE. T, £, Centres
should advise their candidates to read the questions with more care and try to use the sentence patterns
from the questions as a starting point.
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Some candidates might not feel it was very easy to give reasons for Task 5 due to the limitation of their
vocabulary even though they understood the question. =T VAT 9 iR, #H B & €45, BB KE. UG
AR, LXFER, ATEMA T, #EE etc., were perfect answers and the words are in the latest
syllabus.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g., contains no evidence
of being related to the bullet points set), Task Completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0.
However, if Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate
misunderstood the question), a maximum of 8 for Range was awarded. If the word count was significantly
less than the recommended length, the capping system would be applied. Therefore, reading the options
and annotating the questions before writing out the essay are important stages in the exam.

There were almost no irrelevant essays for 3(b) due to the familiarity of the topic. Elaborating and expanding
the answers is important to achieve good marks. Some good examples are listed below.

o REANMEHMRSL—KRBEE,

o ARTBER—FLILRRE, AMELHA, ARIE—ZHC ST AR,

o RPHAZHE—RRE, BABDEGRILEBLK,

o  HBIULTAMAMAED, ki, DL, XEOEE,

o RIACIFCHE BARITL, BN FIRTIT.

o tbheilR B, RMERESRT O, BEARETCERET,

o (2R EHBEMA —IL, bde K KL A A3 G KA

o  HEANMBMAAZEIRE B4R T, M BT LAk B,

o  RTIMEEUI, BRERFRERTT, HRELTH LR,

o RUEFPFAFHBRIETEER, BAFRMEMNERS, NGB EBTRLFHMIKR, W LFEIREHF EMK
—ANBEHA, LAEDHREE.

o SR RRLHEME, TARBRRSK, LA THHERTIT,

o BT HEAM LR,

Range

It was very pleasing to see some complex connectives have been used such as: &/&..... 2% . ; =M.
. A&, R S BBV CTRT LA, L. tede; which again has shown
candidates’ high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g.. . #Jk etc. Some sentence
structures were really impressive e.g:

o IRAARBARITC, LRI FRIET A, RAEE.

o HRENEHCLWRAKRE

o RUFARRFHEAMMARACHRE LR, ST AT 4 0] 6932 by d R PR
o ERMAIRILAREE K IRIT

o B THARILR A R E

o XAAAA TRECCATMEE, mEAREMIER TAA

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) did well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above examples.
However, there were some areas to be improved:

Characters: #i/# (£) . % (&) . $4 (7). @& (&) . T () . &~ ) . ek (B
) ook GR) T, B (AT) L B (UR) 2. £ CGR) AL & (@) %k, "2F (T7)

Grammar:

e Mixed tenses: & FANZH°C T WA B i

e Mixed Pinyin, English with characters: ¥ 5 4£ T A aid 854641169 X & ; 1k % 5 £ mang,so AL B4
A BB TFF shenti; 447 ziji #URAR shenti; &4 % — ping 7T £ A=—/ =9 zhi; #&*¢ik % &-F ,shala ,bi sa
bing; &7/ % qgian; B # s hai TMRERCHRE: FALEEFRAMRRE A MBI E2 meigian T; K&
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# fired 8 (FF8) 2T 7 (THR) ; ke RAkeeik %, 4R 1L become fat; &K Bk AHREE"L

hanbaobao #= shu five,

Words order: &=k — AN 2L E; KELALERNRAE—ANZH

Anglicised structures: & B X4F XS5 AR

Use of £ with adjectives: ] A ZAR BTG LTG5, ZEFIR

Sentence structure- misplaced adverbial modifiers and attributes: & %5 # IR IF LIRS ; P FE
AR KRR

Misuse X: & X4 XK

Misused verb: X "2AZ & ; 122 # R KR ERFCIR; BRBEA REF; RELEMGFERTLT; ZMNEX

IR E R BoL

Misuse of f&k: &7 #F1& %+ shen 4k 4F F= RIF7C o

Misuse the conjunction words and linking words:

The usage of ‘7' : AT AR T AT MR

Misused measure words : £—MNZH+AA KRS INRKARSFL; K—NE2IL—ANARBRE

Misuse of X : B AKTA %4

Misuse of “f=, ., &9, 13, &, Ik, f&, %, &, A&, LAIKA, compliment of result: &Kz A&

BOLFHK; BARBRRETRT LM LGS REA RS AR GBI RBRIFL LR E F R

FIL; AR E R R AR X R ARG 4T BB AR R B MR AR H E
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing

Key messages

Avoid using pinyin or English for Question 1.

Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2.

Write dates in Chinese characters rather than numerical digits.

Marks will not be penalised if essays are over the recommended words for Question 2 and Question 3.

Read the scenario carefully for Question 2 and Question 3 and write essays accordingly. Answer all

the questions and pay attention to different time frames.

e Ifataskis ‘What have you done in there?’ and the candidate answers ‘| have done a lot of things’
without any details, then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion.

o Similarly for 3(b), if a task is ‘What have you done for him/her?’ and the candidate answers ‘| have done

a lot’, then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion. The same principle for 3(b)

task 5, ‘What changes have you had after looking after the elderly people?’, if the answer is merely ‘I

have had many changes’, then they do not meet the criteria of ‘gives detailed information and

explanations’.

General comments

This is the third year that the new syllabus and mark scheme are in place and candidates were mainly
familiar with the style and questions and generally performed better than previously especially for Question
2 and 3. There were a number of excellent performances from centres in the South East Asian regions.
Some candidates used complex structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which
demonstrates their linguistic ability is higher than the level that this IGCSE requires.

Question 1 and 2 performed better than previous year and the overall quality of work from candidates on
Question 3 have been improved as well. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of expressions and
structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the accuracy of the
usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. There was no need for candidates to count the number
of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), since some candidates
were restricted by the notion of 80—100 characters and did not really demonstrate their capabilities, which
could be observed by crossed sentences which could have made the essay much more interesting and
fuller. It should be remembered that a composition requires a certain number of words to address all the
bullet points in the question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a
long, but less varied essay will not be awarded as many marks as one with greater variety and interest.
However, candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 80 characters for
Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain
access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware that answers have to be relevant to the questions, and that all the bullet points
need to be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing examination,
Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English, numerical digits and pinyin should
be avoided, e.g, a place name should be in Chinese characters.

To avoid missing any tasks, it is best to follow the bullet points and once one task is completed, tick and
move on to the next task.
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Candidates need to pay attention to the setting and scenario carefully and write essays accordingly.
Inappropriate setting would not be awarded better marks for Task Completion, e.g, helping elderly people in
a children activities centre or helping a child at home for Question 3(a). Letter or email format with long
openings and ending greetings was not required and took up candidates’ time and the space and away from
the recommended word counts.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form about a party invitation, in which they must provide information of
dates, places, things to bring and what to wear. Most of the candidates were able to write correct dates in
characters, e.g., — A\ H and £ #§ & was accepted. However, centres should encourage candidates to
avoid using numerical numbers e.g., 2024 %5 A 4 B as answers. Date order should follow Chinese
convention, e.g., — X WS A H —+H,not WH < Z R _gF,

There were some good and appropriate places e.g., £48. ®/E. ARKT =5, #Hikik, &69E. BEE
ALE . AR RE. FRAFIE. LM A etc., for gap 2; however, weaker candidates did not
read Jx 3% carefully and wrongly assumed it is associated with a time JU & or length of time % KBt id]
rather than a place, so words like =& . /] bif etc. appeared in the answers.

Gap 3 and 4 responded well with correct nouns, e.g., £&. 4. FH. K. L. £L. KiK. H4.
BF. MO BoARdl, &L A B R H0E. RITRAR. EFEK, Kt etc, however, some candidates
misunderstood it as activities and wrote verbs, e.qg., Ftik. FHRK, TEK, AL, HFEA. "c&4 which
were not able to get a mark.

For gap 5 £ % 1+ Z, many candidates responded very well with answers like L &89 Rk, 2F. ®E. XL
£ 3. KR or more impressive answers e.g., 8 T ERGRIR. A HEFE. FE. A 24T XA etc. However,
a handful of candidates still wrote accessories to this question, thus, no mark was awarded.

Besides many positive performances, there were several common mistakes which were either adding or
missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with a similar phonetic sound. The examples
were listed below and correct answers are in the brackets.

Forexample: F/L (#L) . =TT (&) . #edk () . F () ., L GA) K, &7 (F) . & (&) T,
A GL) . T () B, BRE ) .7 () 2. § (W) F. 4 G L Hie GE) . B4R
(R) etc.

Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination, e.g., £guan. fan
J&. &#jia. sMao. Kfu etc., have not been awarded marks so should be avoided.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about a walk they like which includes information about when
do you go for a walk; with whom do you often go with; where do you like to go; what can you see over there
and what activities are there next weekend. Most of the candidates fully understood the requirements of the
guestion and responded very well to it, a better performance than last year. The best candidates were not
only able to understand rubrics and to weave all the bullet points into the writing to fulfil the communication
aspect, but also were able to use their linguistic knowledge accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for
both simple and complex sentence structures. Candidates need to remember to answer the question first,
then add more detailed information to support the answer.

On the other end of the spectrum, some candidates did not identify the words #f 2 in bullet point 5 and did
not write activities in the place mentioned in bullet point 3, therefore they could not gain marks for task 5
even with correct time frame and activities.

Candidates are reminded to read the scenario which has an English translation with more care in addition to
the one with Chinese characters since some candidates wrote running instead of walking.
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Candidates also need to be aware that the last bullet point is normally in a future tense frame, therefore, the
answers needs either future time phrases, e.g., TANE X or future time particles e.g., &+ % . ¥#.

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did very well with answers like 4 X ¥ Lt &¥ . B RayuHiE, o2 -FHL
J&. A& JE R etc. Some were very impressive with extended sentences and info, e.g., & —#% T 4 &.& WA
BRI, BAEDYFHRRAMRMER, ITARF T Rb—ELH#KP etc. However, some candidates did
not pay attention to the words —+#% which should be in present tense and wrote in a future time frame so
sadly could not get a mark. Candidates were allowed to answer bullet point 1 and 2 in one sentence, e.g., #
— M E KT L3Rk & E4545 —A2 F#F which would enable them to add extended details to tasks.

The majority could respond to bullet point 2 and 3 and a variety of prepositions were applied: % /5 &/ 21/
J& 1 ; other words to indicate locations: f&k#1, 7iZ also seen often. Opinions were introduced consistently,
g REREKRRMULGNBRT EAAHNEM2E KR BLRER; KRMNEREXRRFAH NIRRT ; KAREK
EAFDREE@KY, BAHIRLE A FH. However, many still got the word order wrong, e.g, &% % RI% 45
#% ¥ £ & putting the place at the end of the sentence. Good details were & 2 #5< /L & F F F44.

Centres should advise candidates to follow the sentence structures on the task rather than just extend their
answers with detail to avoid missing points. For the bullet point 4 ‘what do you see in there’, there were
several impressive answers like 2.4 ERMNFEH AL EIL. REFALLFASEHE . LERK, DL
etc. Some just simply wrote AF 24 LA K. ARk S EA. F4 etc, without A L, they were accepted but it
would be better to follow the sentence structures on the task.

Some candidates did not understand that bullet points 3, 4 and 5 were referring to the same venue,
especially bullet point 5; they talked about an activity held somewhere else instead of the place they like to
have a walk. In addition, a small number of candidates confused T4~ X with L4~ F X and wrote FTANE X
A2 A T H R R EF) thus, communication had not been clearly achieved. Centres should advise candidates
to follow the sentence structures on the tasks and pay attention to the future time frame word T.

Candidates should be reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points,
they should be more careful of looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or that the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, distinguishing “IF 2 from A 2
is important.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80—100 characters and had not really demonstrated their
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed sentences which could have made the essay much more
interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will
affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

It is commendable this year that some students used excellent connective words to structure complex
sentences, in addition to incorporating adjectives effectively. There were many good examples for each task,

e.g:
Use of Conjunctions and conjunctive patterns/adverbial phrases

o  AMeERFLEHF, REERCTIRABEIT,

o TRTIRINAKFH I AN, AIIERLARIT TR LT,

o  EANTHENMIL—AH Y —A"LFR.

o MEMPLIMAIETEW, mALRMNELILHEGT A,

o BBERANBIBRIRARAAENARIBELLA EH,

o RALAFKBFHRIID, REWHMEEINAEAKT,

o WRAEEAHNN, KRARMLEHKT,

o  IANEXZHIHRSIFCLHEY,

o BARKEXHY, ERATAARZELELAE DS,

o RERAMMKIY, ARLIAELTHK

o HRIEFERWLLEANRER S, BATUEIRLZEZEZFPENA T,
o K—MLABIRE A R AIIFIAA N FE—AR L Z R RS,

o RAEXRIETAKT, HARER SA S DA, thde: L ).
o  ENAFFETAEBER, EFTE.

5D

&
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BEF BB —REREHLGRNBRY, A%+ 4305,
KREXKY, BAXRTCHFRTRTIEARCE, KT REMRES.
B RAERTEREBTE, RS EFF LG KME,

RE T A AR RIF A LI AZ VIR

KEXRAL LRSS, BAXRTHFRTREHE, =ALFH.

Good adjectives/describing words/idioms:

o  RBHT AN, LEMARFFER. ZHNENE, TENG D, RS9, ~2EZHRSIZEHE
EMA, ARL—BHEARRY Y FITHER, EMEZREFABEINAFET . AFd@, JIANE. A
LAE, BERA. KR,

Detailed (extra) information:

o ERERWKY, HIRKMLIF,

o HEEAWB—ARBY . o RBBRN, KA HEAN LS

o HKERE (BAEARZ, A& @®. £m) B Y, BARKET.
o ANEEIFRA R AR, LESIEEM G RKT .
BERENEBRY, MEZAFH. 2EAEZH AW, ZaARkS &,

o HAMMERFEFAHAA B EA S L) LA B EEITL R

o BIANEIZHNTAXNFH TP, REFLANMERENEIHFE.

o ZIRAANEBWIRFEMLE, MEARZEIMNK, = LLRFH.

o EMEXRTAEF A KNI, KRIFEFIT—ARST —AAF B EGRIL, X2ERRSKRFEI EOE
7o

° 8 R 5 AN,

o MERFEA, AZMEHBB<ENTEL,

o F LA IERMBEKANTRE S E LIRIIEG,

. IRBIRFMRE, HGEHRFA, SAST APIE,

o EAANRAER S T AE RN — AR, T A—AZ 3K R LA,

o TARARMEA-NZFET, KEATABNREHITEE,

. TARAKR, 2ERA AT IE, ROATAEI Y, PIAKRER LM,

. TARK, MEARIPIRENES, PFAREFIN AL —& S,

o TAAREZINANEBLA B IAWEFRLE,

In contrast, there were some areas for improvement:
Grammar:

e Wrong word order: N E&F E; RATHENERKGNA; AEFLFEINANR; ABF BEE; REXK
Folh 4B F Y AT L KA—MLFRENE; AT ENE; KA KGN AITHR —A; KT 2 —;
HFH AT KA IR, RAVFREZRDCENR; RNRBEDSELEANETF L, AAZENR D,
FHR—ARAREENT; RERSZENAMAR:; RFARLAEAREENE,; KT FALALT RAATG
By AR ERT F A IRk SRR

Use of £ with adjectives: % % R /&-F HiLA; ZIFH: RIEK; A2F; RALAR

Use #= to link two sentences or clauses: &£/ B 47E &R, B A REF A= & S K IR K 47

Use #= to link adjectives: & & #& F 1k 7712 #= 4

Use of adverbs #.: & —Ax T8 &5 P, LEARXELAE

Misuse of direction words: # K AL X KX FANB AT ERKEH; NAEBGAKRHEK

Use of verbs: A1k %% A without 2|, HAF —NRKR, ZARS FF. AMELR, REXRFDH
Useof 7: TAMARBARATIHIIILE, KFEFAELTRZ I, TRUBASRAI T W—RHHIE; BERi
IARARNE, PTATRESR A& T o

Use of measure words: =AN¥1=k w9 %4

e  Misused idioms: "B #H & % & %
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Characters and words:

e  Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: 3 fang. # bien. lang fei & /8. f& fang bian, yin . # %
ik jian kang #= 2 % #F shen ti 4F. & ER# V£ park. £ F 2H E A EHIE 76 flower, #HF L &
until = & .

e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape, not proper words used
despite guessable meanings: &#&F (F) , R (K) M|, T (») (B) . 2~H. R#H(F). +

(FP) e, Bk (38) . A (&) A () &F. & (M) F3h. & (&) R, & GH) #. £EZERXK
(K) . & (Ge) B, W (R) A8 m. A () kA () £, & (F) 4, &Kz (&) . & (&)
. Bk @), TE ), vk () AR (X)), 2F (WB) & () F,#% (&) X

Question 3

There were two options for candidates to choose from: (a) to write an email to a friend talking about helping
at a children activities centre, (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about looking after elderly people.
Option 3(a) was considerably popular, with the vast majority (75 per cent) attempting this, whereas 3(b) was
a less popular choice which may be due to less experience in their real life. However, candidates who chose
3(b) normally showed very good language proficiency in content, range and accuracy.

Overall, most of the candidates have been able to understand rubrics properly and have completed tasks
required. Same issue with Question 2, many candidates failed to reach full marks for task completion
because of lacking detailed information, opinions/reactions and explanations, and irrelevance. A few
candidates have not understood rubrics, thus could not complete the tasks required, and even fused both
topics together.

Understanding tenses and vocabularies in the tasks was still preventing candidates from achieving high
marks.

Question 3
€) Helping at a children activities centre
Completion of the tasks

Candidates were more familiar with questions words this year. The majority did not only cover the required
information, but also provided additional and detailed information which was relevant to the bullet points. Due
to Task Completion being allocated 10 marks now, candidates were required to give detailed information,
opinions, reactions and explanations to reach the top band. For example, for bullet point 2 ‘What have you
done in there?’ and the candidate answers ‘& #i$ &k % & &/F 1% | have done a lot of things’ without any
details, then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of Task Completion.

Centres should remind their candidates to include enough information or a wide range of sentence structures
in their answers, not just merely answering the questions by replacing the question words in the tasks.
Elaborating and expanding the answers is needed to achieve good marks.

In other aspects, there were some who misunderstood the setting in Question 3(a). Some candidates wrote
helping a pupil at home or school, or even in a sport day or helping in other countries in general which may
be caused by higher level of vocabularies such as JL# . # = which are all in the syllabus. To broaden
candidates’ choices, centres should suggest candidates study all vocabulary on the core vocabulary list
including the newly added ones from 2022.

A few candidates mixed up the bullet points in option (a) and (b). For example, & /£ )L & ¥ . 1= R 7 & 845
m# A ; talking about the environment of the place where they look after the elderly, why they want to help
the elderly, or next year where they want to be helping other elderly people. Centres should advise
candidates to pay attention to details and circle which option they choose then noted down the question
words or possible short phrases as answers to mitigate such mistakes.

Tenses were issues for some weak candidates since the answers showed they did not understand or not
answer according to the tenses in the bullet point. For example, in option (a), 1R £ A8 L # it 1+ 2 —they
answered #& 28 £ 7% 2 # 85 )L & 4 4E 1k which cannot not get marks for task completion. Some responses
demonstrated that some candidates did not understand certain words in the bullet points. For example, in
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option (a) #1548 &4 2 x.7 # |, a few candidates talked about where they want to go for holiday next
year, instead of going somewhere to help.

For bullet point 1, it should be in past tense setting therefore, future time frame was not accepted. Apart from
EAZH. £4F etc, past time frame, exact time e.g, A\ & FF 45746 £ AR 2 45 1= etc, were tolerated.

For bullet point 2, many activities were mentioned which is very pleasing, e.g, #F=4r4a L4 | Bif—ALF
R, SRR, #ILEA P etc, but some candidates wrote what he/she did without helping people,
e.g. KFowdE s Bk, KA LH LK, K5 3] IR which cannot be awarded marks.

For bullet point 3, the majority could write describing words either for the physical environment or the
atmosphere about working environment, e.g., F 2 X K X £; EF F4; FEME; THEARBRRE, XK
iF XA wHS etc.

For bullet point 4, % 1+ 4 was a very familiar guestion word to candidates and many valid reasons were
produced, e.g, Sk N FE T IILRF S5 ILZRTE; RERRDET—RF ], KINRFTNAFFHED;
AR MTAR; B AR KB R WhICh showed their maturity.

For bullet point 5, question words 1+ 2 3#. 7 were very straight forward, apart from common places like 5

. Z AR, EL, countries or cities also mentioned in the answers, e.g., =t X ARHF =, FF BagiR
JE %5 1=, The setting was still helping in a place, but a few candidates wrote their next year holiday plan
instead of going to somewhere to help, thus losing marks in task completion. The same as Question 2, the
last bullet point was in the future time frame, so either future time phrases or particles need to be embedded
in the answers.

In Question 3, there were still a considerable number of candidates who wrote very long and elaborate
introductions and endings to their emails. It is recommended to keep the greetings as short as possible
which would leave more time to write more useful content in the examination. Writing general opening and
ending formalities, e.g. %F A XA EBRAIE T o RFHRIFD? RAED?; RS RELE4FD? AR FIREE,
75 F4=& ! " which could be pre-learnt and Would not add much to the final scores.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was Irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task Completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. However,
if Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g., the candidate misunderstood the
guestion), a maximum of 8 for Range would be awarded. If the word count was significantly less than the
recommended length, the capping system would be applied.

There were plenty of good examples for each task, e.g:

o WMEFARMEIERFIE, BAXRMNIHKEBESEL, FHHA

o  XERMIT A A, LT LAEILEMNEZH,

o  RIEFTEMRAMAMAGMEA, T ARfER,

o ERTIRBIAABRKRZIA

o  RZIFTUAALAMEIF IR A KRAEH A KOG = R LMAEELHFH.

. DR AARITE, A — EIUER R AR A A

o EARA—RINEFLFR, BARLERATHEMNIETTE,

o AMEFIERARNKRBIELRANGFSFES,

o RTUKRBRF A ANG R,

o RMNWEEWBALTTRIANESG, KRLBERKNGED—HFTUFRS A,
o BRI RBARMRE, BREARAMEBTUFIRLSFHHAED, RILERXRFA

o JLEFHPTOCEAZAMESHGEEIMAK, A— L DIMAMNFFME, thde: £8,
o MMEMFBIEFIFRAAZTHXAKRIE, CLITHFRTH, EARTRTIR,

o RIIFRBEAE AR, 122 KIIFRIAE ARG ik % wHSFadknif

o HEMILFIE, AHKLER LA AR TS,

o B LIbMHATEYITAE, KA LRAVR S 69,

o HENNINAHAIFIRNRK LKA FE R, AL IMGEL,

o S, RBAEMNEFIE., EMBELTAIEXSERN, REED.

o FXFILEFEFHFOHARMRKLE, KTFRBC AL L,
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Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appearing in the candidates’
work. This year it was common to see that some complex connectives were used such as: £..... 2%
~Me...... mE.BRLATALLLL CIRT LN, WL R, BT, AT, MRz, RMX4edl,
accurately used #f, #|, iL, ﬁ/xﬁ @i, #id which again has shown their high linguistic ability. Some
candidates even used some grammar structures in part 2 on the syllabus, such as it. 4. #. . % etc.
advanced structures, e.g. i@ id # 8h)L & ik K T 1F £ F &S A= % S which moved them to the top band.

However, candidates should be reminded not over using B ... BT ¥A...... structures too much which could not
show the range. As well as that, the purpose of using the conjunctives is to make the essay more interesting
and coherent, not just for the sake of its appearance in the essay. They also need to check the pairing of
conjunctives is appropriate, for example, ~12...... mHE...,not &ZA.....WmE..

A wide range of vocabulary and idioms appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g., A #& &
WE, AZLNENFT L, FIHR, &G, —S 0., —8FAL, B—AZ, ALAE, KT
AL B R etc.

Some good examples were listed below:

o WM FAF AT, IHERNLE TR F2GHE,

o  RTIEAANMNI, REASTFRATHEHKE AT MK, BHRHMBRE XN ZIT.

. &Aﬁkﬁﬁkmlﬁﬂﬂ%%iﬁ%%&%,%ﬂ%mm%ﬁk%o

o RETIFEMWRTHA, FBARAATE K.

o RWAFHMABMXLHG—RKATE TRS, RAEXMLANINIESERRE, LERBR—4HFF,

o HFKMEERFI, BAKMIKALEL, FHHhiA

o HHFRMIFRFRARTHEALRITEHL L, lﬁ%udﬂr AT B RAT 0 2 AL BARH AR B

o  RAMNILE T OFHIEATiaA R RIR

o I, IREHIRFIEFT T4

o BAMEIRK, 2RAAXZMEHILEIMK, AZNFTEA

o  RANEPFSHE, BAKXREREZTNGFHR L4,

o W, RITHEEAFIE, BAEFEAHARS IR,

o INARZM, RERKAEM, UKL ELILEFSHFET,

o RIAEEMEMEHETM, TARZF RAZRHLILENL.

o BAAMAFSHIARMRY, REILELFFINES, UK EETITEENEH I,

o RANEFEH PN IMIZIRMANES, tdeil, HAMMNEE, ZAAENFIK., HEFLHEANFForeit
A8k 252

o B, RAEKMAVE Z RMAVGFI, FTAMATT LA FIE R, 4o BAIT TS RRSELAR, £
A HALAE A FIAAT 69 AL,

o  RFEFHLAFMAT—RBE, X,

Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme put more emphasis on accuracy and although this was better compared with the
previous year, there is still some room to improve especially for some basic and common words. Most
candidates wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing and some
even wrote Pinyin and English which affected the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with
the same phonetic sound for communication purposes could be accepted for task completion, but it would be
penalised in this category.

There were some areas for improvement.
Characters:

Candidates should spend time practising simple common characters such as: %. . A fil. F=. k. 7
F.oPL, AH, ER. AL WA, ALF etc.

There were some other frequent mistakes: F#(4). %% (F). #(F)&. 3F EER). FER(H). F ()%

E. BB R BmUR). )R, —(A)B. MZ(FE)TFT. ERGR). &MU FBEMW). © (L) . ®HE
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(B) « R (F) —4. BRE) W, FEDE. PiE(R). LE)E. £ () &, £i@5F (&) . % (%)
. Fo(h). 2(2)E. E(E)A. REEE. FR(HR). (P, #FREGR). H(H)EE. FEH)EE, X
(B)4. E (A) H. — () A, & () 3. 8% (H) . & (B) /. 7@ (@) . 56 () . Rk
(B) . &A@ () . FRME (B) « X (K) X

Grammatr:

=4

e  Missed past tense particle T or use of it in present tense sentences: & it.1% 7k # & %

e Mixedtenses: ENZ K BF4EH =, AFAELETTBAEA

e Wrong words order/anglicised sentence structures: #7745 # 1=+ &% ; KL —AL IR (KR —L T
X); AEIHEAETE; GEHERF AN, KBS RIFRK; KRed@TFETE; AREZFACET
H; K& CH I, AFRAETEAHIF I, P RRFREGN AT XA K38 E HT7 Fhe

e Used L and T wrongly for time adverbs: e.g. L% instead of %%, F 4 instead of #15, LAN A/ L 2 7
instead of T4~ A/ £ 48 or vice versa, etc.

e Use of £ with adjectives: & ZIk4F; M5 1FRIRAF

e  Use of measure words: & fill—#2 i —4~H

e Use #= to link two sentences: A 2 693135 1k & W A=k 4F; AR BAR KAnfk % AT WA EAR 2

e Useofverbs: & AMEFHHKT &3 ; KRELELIF; FEARSA

e  Missing verbs: &3R4 & 2K

e Misused conjunction: &3 /3% Jf k4T, 122 RA AR

o Misuse of tb: sEANEIT HL BART 89 —4F K ; X ANE T EL ART 89 —#

e Misuse of 4: B & 4K 50 B FH fe o K A K ARG IR A b,

(b) Looking after elderly people
Task Completion

Candidates who chose 3(b) normally showed very good language proficiency in content, range and
accuracy. However, this was the less popular choice than 3(a) which could mean that the scenario was not
as familiar to candidates and that they had less experience and vocabulary to complete the tasks. Some
candidates may feel 7 in the scenario and % 4L in task 5 were challenging. To broaden candidates’
choices, centres should suggest candidates study all vocabulary on the core vocabulary list including the
newly added ones from 2022.

Tenses were issues for some weak candidates since the answers showed they did not understand or not
answer according to the tenses in the bullet point. A few candidates did not understand that P8 g 1 2 #£49
# A and 1R A4 T 4 24 were both in the past.

A few candidates did not include details in their answers so cannot be considered ‘gives detailed information,
opinions/reactions and explanations’. For example, # /£ Z A EBME A, KBHMIRIFHEAN. &AM
THRo REIFRMEARA &D. BIE AL &R ER#EA. Allthe bullet points were answered, but there
was a lack of detail.

For bullet point 1, almost all the candidates understood the question word 2 and wrote proper places
which was very pleasing. The same as bullet point 1, most of the candidates understood task 2 4 B i id 1+ 4
¥ 89 A, and produced relevant descriptions, e.g. & &8, FL k6. REEAKG ., AT B4 etc., which
was good. For bullet point 3, A4k, —A&AL%. #&#%. 4742 L 4 etc., were often seen.

For task 4, most of the candidates understood & i 13 B ki % A & 4 #, and produced relevant opinions.
Simple ones were &4, # &%, A A, whereas able candidates wrote #4513 P E AT ] £, 122 &K &
FURB R RIALIFRMEARITL, LHIRL; BB ERFNGA, XRRIFE ., 122 LR KB FAf 7
18 A& 4411 which reflected their proficiency of manipulating the language.

For task 5, it seemed challenging for weak candidates since they were unfamiliar with characters % 4t,
whereas the majority of the candidates understood the task and produced % A G, K EIFILER S,
KRB G RS F I —A 4 69 iR etc. Centres should encourage students to learn the vocabulary on
the syllabus thoroughly to maximise opportunities to score marks.
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However, there were some very good examples:

o REZEEARMBZKER, HIRHZKEGA,

o RERERELY KEAWAXBMRFIRSELWIHEE,

o  LEIREAH ARG, XiFFITHRE, LHIRSEANRIETRFER,
o HAAAMMENHRTH,ERTO, KRMNCHEESL %,

o HRERT —ABRA S XA ZTHA,

o MM EXAFEEMEZNER, FRETHNFS,

o RAKET ANMEARBREA, PIAKREHLI X TFEXNBREANE .
o  EEARL, RAFHMER, LAl LT,

o HRIBFAT A& S Ao T E) AL AT A

o BRAEFRARBMEARIETIES, 122 KEEF LA R,

o  BHEAE, REFHERC,

o  REHFBMENE BRSO ZSFits,

o BHEAE, REWLELAFFI—AL L,

Range

It was very pleasing to see some complex connectives being used such as: &/&..... 122 .., ~"=2...... n
H..; BAR.BTAL... SPRT LA, L. AR R AR AT RSN, AMRAesk. B AR
accurately used #f. 2|. i&. A %A . #@id. £iT which again has showed high linguistic ability.

Wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g.

o RAARTFEAMNS, LFLTELIFARE,

. AL ERRZE, ROFRLTST, LETART,

o BHEAZEAEFEZAFSAEZIT,

o  EEKI, BMEAFIEHE, LEALE,

o  REMILEMIITHAEAKRICHEA. RAREAN LB, 122005 ARA L.

o HHEBANARIRAN, RERAANE, REREAE,

o RAMMFREN., EL&ERMH. EMATEF,

o  RIBHEAAZAMESGR, ARARAAMNE EHT, HRMNERR,

o BHEAE, RNRARKGRAE, MEKRLEFLETRMNEZEZRMNZREPRAEGE—5F—F,

Some idioms and proverbs were really impressive e.g. A& &R FF B, WBA K, BHEE; kekE; B
AHFRARRZ R,

Accuracy

Most candidates who chose 3(b) did well in Grammar and Structures. However, there are some areas to
improve:

e Mixed tenses: W-F &KL EEARFIET

e Words order: B A R&E TG T R F5F; A @mag &R,

e Missing the key word of a phrases: #& & onviE; K49 & 4F 2 2K,

e Negative for #: &4 A #iT

e Misuse T: &KMRERAT; BMEAE, KLFLAKKT

e Misuse of &£ with adjectives: &9 #F B % AZLRYTF; REZ,

e Misuse #= to link two sentences or clauses: &% # A KA & W 2hE A

e  Sentence structure — misplace adverbial modifier and attribute: &% A K &M T 48 f A IRAABLIE; KT
WAIEEATAA: KER gui, LA KEMR kuai; &8 T4k A BT

e Theusageof ‘7'and ‘i’: KLHRFEKIET; LRERFE, BARAT; RERTEXE RF I,
RAREHTTIRS

e  Misplaced adverbial modifiers and attributes: AN A K &5 XL T T e K49 A —A2Fo 1A RLE KAR
THORE— & RT EMITF R, AT AENRAKY o [RZATGNALEEANZ. LR KM T &K
R,
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Misused words : AR % #hdh; RACFNR LI RIF, CAFELEHOA, BREZFIieFRF
AN, RBMEAA; RREFEXEBY T; AMIASKXEHNRA; 22, FAEABKERIR S
B, KZLT; EARIKIH, ALAEaEA; Az e ZREEGRITay, RNFEGEARE A
T: RABIANRTEFRIAFIE; KERGIFRAFFHLED; POREM, BFLALF<EN; A
BN RALK; BAEAILREFRER—DNEROA, SN FefdF; KPBT R EA; LR
BfkE, BAALALE; AR KRZIUREF K

Use of verbs: wei wan 8 Z 1A B4+, BABHTA TR KENR LR MEAT S, AR LHFRTR
ey, BR—RATH; RIFEFEXLHTEEF R T; KiLKOFEE LA, BMEASE, RIATHTE
T, ROMAGLSE; WO EBEARLRERAHL; RMINBRAEAGEN; KERLZNA, 1A
WEREH I, REFEAGS AR O, KRERMAF e KT AEEH AR BB ; £ KM R
55 %; RERHERMNEFTOFER; KA MNE Hfemifi; KLBSFEFOEA; IPLRGE
BT, EABT HF %, R RIR.

Misuse of ‘“Fe, &, #. &, &9, . F. £, $. &. &, 4%, compliment of result and measure
words : A ES F 8 B—MAT ARAR R EFXE; THEARAH AT, TEMNFTHFIHR; XA
FOIEFHK, KNG IF K, BAEAE, KREFLAENA; BAXRERRTEH, FIAKRK
WA 4 WA ERNLE;, AAREARAITHR; REHIERIFLE; K EFiikEk, mlb
Foliz ., XBWIFRERTH, T4, EANELAREZS F; LEZORFREAT; REXZH i FiE
o

Accuracy of Characters: »z*% (38) &, & GL) &. F (F) &, &2 () K. & (L) FK. &
BR) T, EFAE UB) . omE (F) oA ON) EFL A () &KIT U oA G A AR
(A) ek (GE) 7. AT ()« AR (IR) . RREFUR). b (FF) 4. % (&) X, &
(#) £, £ (H) £, % (F) £, =% (B) =85, =i (@) . &#H&H¥ (k+F) . A (L)
&, Okw (B/) &, £ G2) K. B () FA (S R F OGR) B, EHF GF) L ER (K
Bk ) RN () 4, 7 (AN A
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/43
Writing

Key messages

e  Avoid using pinyin or English for Question 1.

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2 and
Question 3.

¢ Producing a significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect
Question 2 and Question 3 marks.

e Read the scenario carefully for Question 3, answer all the questions and pay attention to different time
frames.

e Similarly, if a task is ‘What is the disadvantage/advantage of running an online shop?’ and the candidate
answers ‘there are many disadvantages/advantages of running an online shop’ and nothing else, then
he/she does not meet the criteria for the top band of Task Completion.

General comments

The numbers of candidates sitting the exam was quite small this year, about two dozen. This is the third year
that the new syllabus and mark scheme are in place, therefore the majority of candidates were familiar with
Question 1. There were a number of impressive performances from centres. Some candidates used
complex structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrates their linguistic ability
was improving.

The overall quality of work from candidates on Questions 2 and 3 has not differed too much from last year. It
was wonderful to see a greater variety of expressions and structures attempted by many candidates
although there is room for improvement in the accuracy of the usage.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and that all the bullet points need to
be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the point
and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences would have been more efficient to make use of the
recommended word count. Letter format, long openings and ending greetings were not required and took up
extra time and space.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
Candidates were asked to fill in a form for a club.

For gap 1 7##h# %, a majority of the candidates wrote %% . # . BH4E. F & etc without mistakes,
but a few confused the place with what time and wrote £ & which cannot be awarded marks.

Candidates did really well on Gap 2 with success e.g., T =—%%. P X4, | F 4 etc.
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Gaps 3 and 4 were also very well answered with different activities, e.g, # k. 4T, WK, @3, 5 LR
etc. However, a few candidates did not write verbs and wrote /5 ¥, % 5C and unfortunately no marks could
be awarded.

Gap 5 was the most challenging one for candidates. Some candidates confused % % with places for sport
activities and wrote #£3% . i2#)% . i3 etc. They sometimes did not know how to write 44 and wrote
pinyin instead of characters. Centres should advise candidates to revise the core vocabulary list in the
syllabus before the exam since the characters in the questions and answers all come from it.

Candidates need to pay attention to accuracy of characters since there were several common mistakes.
They were either adding or missing a radical, using a wrong radical, or using a character with a similar
phonetic sound. Centres could train their students to avoid the similar mistakes for future exams.

Question 2

The question required the candidates to write about planting flowers. The questions words should have been
familiar, e.g. what kind, where, when, why and who, so candidates should have been equipped to provide
some relevant information and opinions.

Most of the candidates were familiar with the questions word 4+ 2 # in bullet point 1, and 2. &, k. &%
#9 7¢ etc. appeared in the answers. " 2 in bullet point 2, 4+ 4 #+4% in bullet point 3 and # 1+ 4 in bullet point
4 had often appeared in previous years so the vast majority of candidates had no difficulties in writing
something related to the questions and did very well.

It was very pleasing to see the vast majority did really well in bullet point 5 - the answers were in a future
time frame and included with whom. Most popular answers were family members and friends but some used
KA 2 3 7 %4545 # 7% which was tolerated for referring to the future, but centres should remind their
candidates that it would be better to follow the sentence structures in the tasks and to pay more attention to
the future time frames and future particles.

To score in the top band, candidates needed to include details. Therefore, even though some candidates
answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as they needed to expand their answers and to
provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded that when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet
points, they should be more careful looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing
any parts or that the question words have been removed from the answers. Also, they should look for
whether the answer words were in the correct place.

There were plenty of good examples for each task, e.g.
K XA AR B 45 F 6976

KRS R, BERRZIE.

KAF R F A B RAP T o
RAICAFEA FAF LIF XA A

In contrast, there were some areas requiring improvement.
Grammar:

e Misused verbs: & % T A% %] T IR%F
e Anglicised structures: &% fr & 40 & 4= K 4978
e  Missing characters: # &% X LA

Characters and words:

e  Mixture of characters and Pinyin: 544k nan # & rang #& 77
e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: — (V4) &. &%

() . o (&) . A (&)

2 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2024




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Question 3

The styles of the questions did not change much this year and there were two options for candidates to
choose from: (a) to write a letter to a pen pal talking about a weekend by the seaside; (b) to write an article
for a magazine, talking about your views on running an online shop. 3(a) was significantly popular than 3(b)
with 80 per cent of candidates opting for it, perhaps due to familiarising with the topic of travelling. They
could respond to some of the bullet points with a good level of detail and link ideas effectively with
appropriate connectives.

@) Travelling #&AT
Completion of the tasks

The majority of the candidates who opted for this task covered the required information, they also provided
additional and detailed information which was relevant to the bullet points. Candidates were aware this year
that they should give detailed information, opinions/reactions, and explanations to reach the top band.

Question words for task 1 ‘how far’, task 2 ‘how you went’ and task 3 ‘why you went’ were not unfamiliar to
candidates so they completed the tasks well. However, some candidates might not have had enough
vocabulary to answer task 4 about advantage/disadvantage and merely wrote # f&4F 4.

It was very encouraging to see that most of the candidates completed task 5 ‘where will you go next time’
successfully with future time frame and proper places without English. Future tense particles were also
frequently seen in the answers.

Candidates need to pay attention to the length of the essay. If the word count was significantly less than
recommended length, the capping system was applied.

Good examples for each task are listed below.

o  HENFRFEMRIE, FIUARTFEL, KBMET AN,
o BRA—HRRAEALED, FTAKRETEMALEERRAT O,
HAHRLRTHGAZ, £ TR
EE M E RAIEARGIFRA Z R

Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appearing in the candidates
work. This year complex connectives were used frequently, such as: &/&..24&...; 2. mE..; BA...
A IR T .. A0, ALlEE .. etc., which showcased high linguistic ability. However, there were some
repetitions as well, especially for & 7.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g.:

o ATHKRITAMRKSIR. F—: RREKSER: $=: —AARNF—LCES,

o BBAFTE, WALMAT £,

o FEARZHTTUEL, REEETAMK, RHAALKRLRLIC

Accuracy of characters and grammar

Some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin and English words which would
affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the same phonetic sound for
communication purposes could be accepted for Task Completion, but it would be penalised in this category.

There were some areas which could be improved, e.g.:

Characters: K (£) . &F (7). &% G . L () £, &% (&)
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Grammar:

o LARAYIRILEIREA,

o RMEEHIHTMRE

o HEEINAAFTHE.

o HNBLEH.

o HAHXRTZZ

o HRWETRHBEANANHI
o  AMARWT
ARSZETEF -

(b) Online shop 7 M J&
Completion of the tasks

About 20 per cent of the candidates opted for this option and they had some idea on how to complete the

tasks. Question words in task 1 ‘when’, task 2 ‘what’ were not unfamiliar to candidates, however, task 3 ‘what
advantages’ and task 4 ‘what disadvantages’ were asking for opinions and it seemed to raise a challenge to

candidates. Bullet point 5 about the plan for using the money that was earnt appeared the most challenging
one to candidates, perhaps due to the characters #%4x.

The evidence could be seen from some examples below:

o HA—ANMARTRME, et BEE (&FRKKR) .

o RERLEFIELAO, BREKLL EFFN,

o FREA—ZEIRL, KT

o RAKWEAEZKMERAXKMNELT HRB

Range

It was pleasing to see some complex connectives have been used such as: M2, . . WmE; Ark; BHA
Some range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks was also seen, e.g.

o RAERLEZRZAD, FEHRARRIEER, MALKND S,

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) seemed to struggle with character writing. There were some areas to be
improved:

Characters: & (#) %, TN (i) . K (A) 1T (D
Grammar:

e  Mixed Pinyin and characters: # &9 ¥ J& 3 chang 4F; 71~ nan; f& gui

e Wrong measure word: —A~F

e  Misunderstanding questions and using incorrect words: &4 &R LE A& EH A KL T yuan X+ H;
B S HAFhl; RAITH A AR T RGO

e Missing characters: & A Bf; X & & K4F 4

e Wrong sentence syntax: R4+ 2 /3?2 AT AL A BN L

o5 CAMBRIDGE
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