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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/11
Listening
Queston | ey | | Qpoon | ey | | o | ey
1 Cc 11 Cc 21 Cc
2 D 12 F 22 B
3 B 13 E 23 A
4 A 14 A 24 B
5 B 15 B 25 D
6 B 16 A 26 Cc
7 A 17 A 27 B
8 D 18 Cc 28 Cc
9 Cc 19 Cc 29 A
10 Cc 20 B 30 B

General comments

The June 2025 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

It is necessary that, particularly at the later part of the exam, candidates listen to whole chunks of the

information before choosing their answers to questions. Just picking out phrases without proper
understanding of the text can lead to choosing incorrect options.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5
Candidates performed very well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short.
For the individual questions, 95% or more candidates gave correct answers to Questions 1, 2, and 3.

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2025




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2025
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

94 per cent of the candidates answered Question 4 correctly. Mistakes made tend to be choosing option C
‘hat’ instead of the correct option A ‘calligraphy brush’.

86 per cent of the candidates answered Question 5 correctly. Mistakes made spread relatively evenly
among the incorrect options.

Questions 6-10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract, which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

For the individual questions, 93 per cent or more candidates gave correct answers to Questions 6, 7, 8 and
10.

Question 9 proved a little more challenging, with 88 per cent of the candidates answering correctly. Half of
the mistakes made were choosing option D ‘wardrobe’ instead of the correct option C ‘refrigerator’.

Questions 11-15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about what they would
usually do on Friday afternoons. Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

88 per cent or more of the candidates answered Questions 11, 12, 13 and 14 correcitly.

Question 15 proved to be more challenging with 76 per cent of the candidates answering it correctly. 18 per
cent of the candidates made the mistake of choosing option D, which was a text based distractor, instead of
the correct answer B.

Questions 16-20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Hua talked
to her friend about her experience at a holiday resort. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Hua’s opinion of
different aspects of her experience was positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise
represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

Candidates performed very well answering Questions 16, 17, 18 and 20.

Question 19 proved to be more challenging with 19 per cent of the candidates choosing option A and 17 per
cent choosing option B instead of the correct answer C. It indicates a lack of understanding.

Questions 21-25

Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Long about a Christmas market. There was a longer pause in the
two-part introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

In Question 21, 10 per cent of the candidates made the mistake of choosing option A ‘snow’, which was a
text-based distractor, indicating a lack of understanding or simple guessing.

Question 22 proved to be more challenging. 22 per cent of the candidates made the mistake of choosing
option C ‘Christmas tree’, which was a text-based distractor, instead of the correct answer B, indicating a
lack of understanding, simple guessing or not reading the question carefully.

Questions 26-30

Candidates heard an interview with Jack, an American working in Beijing. Candidates generally performed
very well answering Questions 27, 28, 29 and 30.

Question 26 proved to be the most challenging question in this exercise and in this paper with only 45 per
cent of the candidates answering it correctly. Of the rest of the candidates, instead of the correct answer C
‘accountant’, 10 per cent chose option A ‘teacher’, which was a text-based distractor, and 45 per cent chose
options B ‘architect’, indicating a lack of understanding.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/12
Listening
Queston | ey | | Qpoon | ey | | o | ey
1 B 11 F 21 Cc
2 Cc 12 D 22 D
3 A 13 E 23 A
4 D 14 B 24 B
5 Cc 15 A 25 A
6 A 16 A 26 Cc
7 Cc 17 Cc 27 A
8 A 18 B 28 B
9 D 19 B 29 B
10 B 20 Cc 30 Cc

General comments

The June 2025 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

It is necessary that, particularly at the later part of the exam, candidates listen to whole chunks of the

information before choosing their answers to questions. Just picking out phrases without proper
understanding of the text can lead to choosing incorrect options.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5
Overall, candidates performed very well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short.
For the individual questions, 99 per cent of the candidates gave correct answers to Questions 2 and 3.
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93 per cent of the candidates answered Questions 1 and 5 correctly while 96 per cent answered Question
4 correctly. Mistakes made spread relatively evenly among the incorrect options.

Questions 6-10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract, which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

96 per cent or more candidates answered Questions 6, 7, 8 and 10 correctly.

Question 9 proved to be relatively more challenging in this exercise. Over half of the mistakes made were
choosing option B.

Questions 11-15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about what they were
planning to do on the last day of the term. Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

90 per cent or more of the candidates answered Questions 11, 12, 13 and 14 correctly.

83 per cent of the candidates answered Question 15 correctly, with 14 per cent made the same mistake by
choosing option C, which was a text-based distractor.

Questions 16-20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Hua talked
to her friend about her visit to a church. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Hua’s opinion of different
aspects of her experience was positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise represented a
step up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

Candidates performed very well in this exercise. Question 20 proved to be relatively more challenging in the
exercise. Three quarters of the mistakes made were choosing option A.

Questions 21-25

Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Long about a museum. There was a longer pause in the two-part
introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

Candidates performed very well in this exercise. 92 per cent or more candidates answered Questions 22, 23
and 24 correctly.

Question 21 proved to be relatively more challenging, with 17 per cent of the candidates incorrectly
choosing option A, which was a text-based distractor. It showed a lack of understanding of the text or
possibly that the question was not read carefully.

Question 25: 13 per cent of the candidates incorrectly chose option C, which was a text-based distractor,
indicating a lack of understanding of the text or possibly that the question wasn’t read carefully.

Questions 26-30

Candidates heard an interview with Zhang Hai, a doctor of traditional Chinese medicine. This was an
appropriately challenging exercise, but candidates performed very well.

93 per cent or more of the candidates answered Questions 26, 27, 29 and 30 correctly.
Question 28 proved to be a little more challenging among the questions in this exercise. 9 per cent of the

candidates chose option A, which was a text-based distractor, while 6 per cent chose option C. It showed a
lack of understanding or possibly simple guesswork.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/13
Listening
Queston | ey | | Qpoon | ey | | o | ey
1 Cc 11 Cc 21 Cc
2 D 12 F 22 B
3 B 13 E 23 A
4 A 14 A 24 B
5 B 15 B 25 D
6 B 16 A 26 Cc
7 A 17 A 27 B
8 D 18 Cc 28 Cc
9 Cc 19 Cc 29 A
10 Cc 20 B 30 B

General comments

The June 2025 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

It is necessary that, particularly at the later part of the exam, candidates listen to whole chunks of the

information before choosing their answers to questions. Just picking out phrases without proper
understanding of the text can lead to choosing incorrect options.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-5
Candidates performed well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short.
For the individual questions, many candidates gave correct answers to Questions 1, 2, and 3.
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Many candidates answered Question 4 correctly. Mistakes made tend to be choosing option C ‘hat’ instead
of the correct option A ‘calligraphy brush’.

Mistakes made on Question 5 were spread relatively evenly among the incorrect options.
Questions 6-10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract, which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

For the individual questions, many candidates gave correct answers to Questions 6, 7, 8 and 10.

Question 9 proved a little more challenging. Half of the mistakes made were choosing option D ‘wardrobe’
instead of the correct option C ‘refrigerator’.

Questions 11-15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about what they would
usually do on Friday afternoons. Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

Many candidates answered Questions 11, 12, 13 and 14 correctly.

Question 15 proved to be more challenging. Some candidates made the mistake of choosing option D,
which was a text based distractor, instead of the correct answer B.

Questions 16-20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Hua talked
to her friend about her experience at a holiday resort. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Hua’s opinion of
different aspects of her experience was positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise
represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

Candidates performed very well answering Questions 16, 17, 18 and 20.

Question 19 proved to be more challenging some candidates choosing option A or option B instead of the
correct answer C. This indicated a lack of understanding.

Questions 21-25

Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Long about a Christmas market. There was a longer pause in the
two-part introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

In Question 21, a few candidates made the mistake of choosing option A ‘snow’, which was a text-based
distractor, indicating a lack of understanding or simple guessing.

Question 22 proved to be more challenging. Some candidates made the mistake of choosing option C
‘Christmas tree’, which was a text-based distractor, instead of the correct answer B, indicating a lack of
understanding, simple guessing or not reading the question carefully.

Questions 26-30

Candidates heard an interview with Jack, an American working in Beijing. Candidates generally performed
very well answering Questions 27, 28, 29 and 30.

Question 26 proved to be the most challenging question in this exercise with very few candidates answering
it correctly. Some candidates, instead of the correct answer C ‘accountant’, chose option A ‘teacher’, which
was a text-based distractor, and others chose options B ‘architect’, indicating a lack of understanding.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Learn common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.
Consistently study and practise understanding questions and identifying key information.
Provide an answer for short-answer questions — brief answers with clear content are sufficient.
Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

There were strong responses on across the whole paper. It was pleasing to see lots of candidates giving
accurate answers with clear handwriting. There was only a small amount of lifting seen in this year’s
marking. Whilst it was pleasing to see some excellent responses, some candidates lost marks by including
unnecessary or contradictory information, or by failing to identify key words that signal turning points or
negative meanings, resulting in inaccurate or confusing responses.

In addition, accurate character writing is essential. Candidates should develop a clear understanding of
structure of characters in order to improve accuracy especially when copying characters from the text. It was
regrettable when Examiners came across answers with missing strokes or incorrect characters, which led to
confusion and resulted in no given marks.

In future, more attention should be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when, where, how,

how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers correctly
for Question 8 and Question 11.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

The first five questions were very well answered with exception of Question 2. Question 1 and 5 were one
of the best answered question on the whole paper with as vast majority of the candidates secured the mark.
Quite a few candidates went with option C or D for Question 2, which showed the vocabulary ##iEk (rugby)
was challenging for some candidates. On Question 3 the performance was very strong. In Question 4, a
common error was choosing option A, suggesting some confusion between #% (maths) and 1t
(chemistry).

Question 6

This section was proven the most successful section on the entire paper. Most candidates achieved full
marks, with only occasional errors in Question a ¥ % (skiing) or d 11 (biscuit), which weaker candidates
found confusing. Candidates are encouraged to continue to work on practising and reinforcement of basic
vocabulary, especially relating to hobbies, local area, and food and drinks.
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Question 7

This section was generally very well answered, with most candidates accurately matching the pictures to the
descriptions by understanding key vocabulary.

Most candidates answered Question 7 (a) well and a small portion of the candidates chose option A or C.
For Question 7 (b), the majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. However, a few selected
option C, likely due to unfamiliarity with the culturally specific term 7%1# (tea house), which may have led to
misinterpretation of the context. Question 7(c) proved very challenging as only half of the candidates
manage to secure the mark showing the vocabulary & (turtle) was unfamiliar to them. The character &
and & look very alike each other, which contributed to the selection of incorrect answers. It was noted that a
few candidates selected both options B and C, which resulted in no mark being awarded.

Question 8
The overall performance was very positive for this question, with the majority demonstrating a strong

understanding of the material. While there were some common areas for improvement, these were generally
minor and can be easily addressed in future practice.

(a) Most candidate handled the question at ease. Very small number of the candidates wrote /\ J Ji.
(b) Again, one of the best answered questions in the section.
(c) A few candidates had difficulty identifying the correct phrase M iR [¥], sometimes copying it as

ik or M\ _E¥ /I, which showed lack of genuine understanding of the text.

(d) Most candidates answered this well. Typical errors were like, some candidates omitted the verb I'7
when describing "Z4-1Z, leading to incomplete answers. Additionally, a small number miswrote 4~
as 4 or struggled with the less frequent term #{>. Focus on these details will help strengthen
accuracy moving forward.

(e) Very positive responses overall. Occasionally, some candidates omitted the verb 42 before 4k
(subway), resulting in incomplete answers.

(f) More able candidates tackled this question successfully. One third of the candidates found this
question challenging. As the question asked {ifif14 %3l (do what activity). Weaker candidates
found tricky to rephrase the verb f# (to do) with an appropriate verb depending on the activity,
leading to inaccurate answers such as M=k or % EKBA.

(9) Another well answered question as over three quarters of the candidates secured the mark.

(h) Well done to those candidates who secured the mark as the question differentiated candidates’
capability well. Those able candidates managed to extract the key concept H1Jf at ease, whilst
some candidates wrote 3£ —%& F 1Jf as answer, which was directly lifting from the text rather than
have genuine understanding of the question, 7i{14 (what to bring).

Question 9

The best-answered sections of the paper demonstrated strong understanding and accuracy. Candidates
provided good responses overall, showcasing their solid grasp of the topics covered in the question. It was
also a reflection of excellent teaching and learning in not only the topic areas but also examination
techniques.

Question a, b and d well the best answered in the section. In Question c, it was obvious candidates
understand the vocabulary % H 1T %= (to ride a bike) well, however, they were uncertain about the structure
ik. a few candidates who selected option D overlooked the negative word “A~il:, which affected their
understanding of the sentence. In Question e, similarly, many candidates who chose option C
misunderstood the meaning of /5 T in the text though they were able to identify the J1l& (to take photos).
Focusing on vocabulary in context will help strengthen comprehension further in future examination sessions.
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Question 10

Overall, candidates approached this question set with reasonable success, though a few items proved more
challenging due to the level of demand required in this section.

Questions a and ¢ were the best performed questions in this section. Though there were different countries
in the text in Question a, most candidates were able to find the correct answer # [ (China), which showed
excellent understanding of the text. In Question b, congratulations to those candidates who secured the
mark as only two fifth of the cohort achieved this. The question required a considerable level of command in
synonyms. For example, recognising that Iz is not FC4F (4 2, &4 is not the same as i &4/, and
F}iE refers to one’s native language (H i1 ). Similarly, the demand in Question 10 d was high as it
tested implied meanings. Candidates were required to work out the link in between in order to secure the
mark. For example, &R P35 T implies 18 32X, and while candidates correctly identified the verb 48,
they found hard to distinguish that the donation was money, not food, to the & /=, as option D was one of
the common wrong answers. Performance in Question e was very positive as almost three quarters of the
candidates managed to secure the mark. It showed good understanding of the vocabulary | f# as equivalent

to ZF| 1.

In future, candidates need to pay more attention not only to the common question words, but also to expand
vocabulary command in handling this type of question.

Question 11

This final set of questions presented the most challenging tasks, requiring candidates to understand specific
information and respond precisely, without excessive lifting from the text. Most candidates demonstrated a
strong grasp of the overall content and were able to locate short, accurate responses, showing clear
improvement in this skill. While a few weaker candidates still struggled, the overall incidence of long text-
lifting has significantly decreased compared to previous years, indicating positive progress in this area. It was
noted that the handwriting had improved, which is always appreciated by Examiners.

(a) Well done to those candidates who scored the mark! This appeared to be the most challenging
question in the whole paper. % 4:% was the required answer and common wrong answer was =%
. The correct answer required candidates to understand the link between BEFZBEIE, 15 45K,
therefore AENZAERE, #1% 4295 was accepted in the mark scheme too. Those candidates who
included # in their answer, did not show genuine understanding, therefore, 1'% & % was rejected.

(b) Candidates often failed to produce the complete phrase &... Az, instead giving ambiguous
structures like #£... A3z, which appear to follow the question pattern ZEHEE. Some also miswrote
it as iG.

(c) This was generally well answered.

(d) Most candidates answered correctly. At this level, it is essential candidate demonstrate genuine

understanding including the pronouns as there were ¥ 1t and B3 in the question, therefore, those
weaker candidates who wrote % 4. 5 ZH 4k just missed the mark.

(e) Over two thirds of the cohort answered the question successfully. Some incomplete answers like &
S 4iF were seen, which did not fully address the question {14 I {i.

(f) Overall candidates performed well in this question compared to other questions in the section.
Candidates were confused by the use of connectives #44 and {H, resulting in contradictory or
overly long lifted responses such as BER KSAE, HAZE K.

(9) Mixed answers for this question. Just over half of the candidates found this accessible, whilst the
other half found tricky. Typical wrong answers were: 1 or i. There were some candidates

simply copied X AE 4R E AR 1# from the text.

(h) Positive responses were seen in this last question. Over 50 per cent of the cohort secured both
marks. Those candidates who were weaker in summarising the information to work out the
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meaning included the connectives F%& and 4 i in their answers, which prevented them from
scoring the marks.

In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters
accurately and to remind candidates to give thorough answers directly relating to the questions.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Learn common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan about timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.
Work on understanding question types and identifying key information required.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions — brief answers with clear content are sufficient.
Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they are less confident about.

General comments

Candidates performed well across all questions, and the overall standard this year was comparable to that of
the previous year. Many responses were successful and clearly expressed, particularly in the multiple-choice
section. Performance in the multiple-choice questions, which assess vocabulary and comprehension, was
particularly strong, with many candidates achieving full or near full marks.

The majority of candidates demonstrated a strong understanding of the reading texts and responded
effectively to the questions. Most were able to provide focused and concise answers that accurately
referenced information from the passages. The strongest candidates excelled in selecting specific details
from the texts and conveyed their answers with clarity and precision.

For the future, more attention should be paid to learning key question words, such as what, when, where,

how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers
correctly for Question 8 and Question 11.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

The questions in this exercise were generally well handled, with many candidates performing confidently,
particularly on Questions 1, 3 and 5, which were largely answered correctly. Responses in Question 2 were
positive too and Question 4 appeared to be challenging to some candidates.

Question 1 also presented difficulties for some, particularly those unfamiliar with %] (grapes), leading to a
common selection of option D. In Question 3, while most responses were accurate, a few candidates chose
option C instead of the correct answer, B. This was due to the candidates likely recognising the character [
(rain) but not Fi<= (umbrella). Similarly, in Question 5, a small number of candidates selected A or B instead
of the correct answer C, possibly due to unfamiliarity with the word 5%F (table). Question 4 proved more
challenging in this section, especially for candidates less familiar with {£.%% (chemistry), with some opting for
B or C instead of the correct answer A.
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Question 6

This section was the strongest area of candidates’ performance, with many achieving full marks and
demonstrating a solid grasp of the task requirements. Candidates were generally able to understand the
meaning of the sentences and match them accurately with the corresponding pictures. In some cases,
identifying just a single key word was enough to arrive at the correct answer, highlighting their familiarity with
basic vocabulary.

However, a common error was noted in Question 6(d), where some candidates did not recognise f< 51
(Terracotta Army) and instead selected option B based on the word Z . (to visit). To improve accuracy in
the future, candidates should continue to practice and reinforce their understanding of basic vocabulary. This
should include cultural references including historical sites.

Question 7

This section was generally very well answered, with most candidates accurately matching the pictures to the
descriptions by understanding key vocabulary.

In Question 7(a), although = (veterinarian) is less common, most candidates identified it correctly, likely
using the familiar character % (as in [%E4) to help infer the meaning. A few weaker candidates guessed this.
For Question 7(b), a small number of candidates did not recognise I (internet café) or Trli#k (play
games) and selected distractors based on typical weekend activities. However, the majority used the
contextual clues effectively. In Question 7(c), most candidates correctly identified Jiiif (travel) and & X 5
(sightseeing), and even partial understanding often helped them choose the right answer.

Question 8

It was pleasing to see most candidates performed very well. They were able to locate and extract accurate,
concise answers without excessive lifting from the text. Additionally, the majority demonstrated correct
pronoun usage, successfully replacing the first person & with appropriate third-person references such as 7>
7~ or fil, fth. This marks a significant improvement in pronoun use compared to previous years.

(a) Most candidates demonstrated a good understanding of expressing durations, though a few
weaker candidates missed the use of ‘%’ to indicate ‘more than’ after a time period. Some
character spelling errors, such as writing ‘—“~% H ¥’ or extracting information incorrectly like ‘%t —
/% H’, affected the accuracy and clarity of the answer, resulting in no credit for those responses.

(b) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly. A small number responded with %X
##5, which altered the intended meaning and thus did not earn marks. It is worth noting that no
candidates referenced other seasons in their answers.

(c) Most candidates correctly identified the answer. However, a few responded with —{7. 4 [X; instead
of &K H, missing key details needed for full credit. Additionally, a small number of lower-
ability candidates provided incomplete extracts such as i 4< 1) %X B, which could not be
rewarded.

(d) Most candidates answered well, though some weaker candidates selected X &F Ik XA il for 8d(i)
instead of the correct response (%< 7 )#J a1, which resulted in no marks awarded. For 8d(ii), a few
candidates included the extra word Fl in their answers (F1{{3%), which altered the meaning and
lost marks.

(e) While many candidates correctly identified the mode of transport, some missed the key words 4% or
%, instead writing L% or 4%, which was not given full credit. A small number of candidates
misspelled i as £, resulting in no marks awarded.

) Most candidates responded correctly; however, some failed to score by providing 3 or & & iH
instead of the full correct phrase (W7 A )i =F. Occasional misspellings or typos, such as Wr A\ ittt
#, also led to marks being withheld.
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(9) Most candidates answered this question well. A few made minor errors by omitting key words such
as ‘2’ or ‘%', and some had occasional careless typos in writing ‘%’

(h) The majority of candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the unit word usage. A small
number responded with /|~ 5%, indicating some uncertainty with the measure word. Additionally,
a few candidates misspelled the character ‘Jif’, but overall performance was strong.

Question 9

Overall, candidates performed very well on this multiple matching exercise. Most demonstrated a solid
understanding of the task and successfully selected the correct options across this section. Many candidates
earned full or high marks, showing confidence in navigating and interpreting the information.

Questions a, b and ¢ were generally well handled, though some candidates overlooked negative words like
%A or key details such as H.[fi, leading to occasional errors despite identifying the correct locations.
Questions d and e were more challenging for weaker candidates, as they required close reading of similar
information related to libraries, such as facilities, languages, and resources. In Question e, for example,
some candidates missed A~ [H]iE& &, focusing only on #1345 or 45. The choice of option D in Question d was
common, though the reasoning behind it was unclear.

Question 10

Overall, candidates approached this question set with reasonable success, though a few items proved more
challenging due to the level of demand required in this section.

Questions a and e were the best performed questions in the section. In Question a, some candidates
selected option C, focusing on the word {¥, but missed the more important phrase — H 4%, which was key
to identifying the correct answer. In Question b, a number of candidates struggled to connect the word 4 JJ;
in the text with ZIN7%3)). Instead, they were distracted by options containing /~ or iz3), leading to incorrect
choices. In Question c, strong candidates handled well by selecting the correct answer B, whilst a large
number of candidates made common error by selecting option A or C. This indicated that these candidates
could not recognise the key information of & itk ... HHESMEH], as well as connecting its meaning
with the keyword % #E in the correct choice B, so they played guessing games to tick the answer. The
performance was a rather mixed in Question d. In Question 10 e, the phrase {1 7£5%121 was not widely
understood as referring to i J&. The word %[ /% itself may have been unfamiliar to some candidates,
contributing to misunderstanding.

Question 11

This final set of questions presented the most challenging tasks, requiring candidates to understand specific
information and respond precisely, without excessive lifting from the text. Most candidates demonstrated a
strong grasp of the overall content and were able to locate short, accurate responses, showing clear
improvement in this skill. While a few weaker candidates still struggled, the overall incidence of long text-
lifting has significantly decreased compared to previous years, indicating positive progress in this area.
Overall, long lifting was seen less frequently compared to previous years.

(a) Many candidates attempted this question well, though some interpreted < as ‘will’ rather than
‘association’ in this context. A few also missed key elements such as 7& from 7E 243 or %447 from
HATHETROESN. The character & was sometimes miswritten, with H replacing H.

(b) Most candidates showed an understanding of the general context, though some missed
grammatical elements like i T or T, which affected the accuracy of the tense. The term 1% was
occasionally misinterpreted, and =£##t"1j (Christmas) was not widely recognised.

(c) While many candidates located the relevant sentence, some copied &5 J& K] /& 44 1] LSz &4,
which did not directly answer the question about the difference.

(d) Most candidates engaged well with the text. However, a few candidates focused on broader
phrases like Jy 7 ik 55 2 {17 BRI 2 1 ff B S04k, which led to error.
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(e) While many candidates identified the correct location, some responses were incomplete,
mentioning only T #1.0» or J 3% without including the full phrase i.e. 7£...2847.

(f) This question required candidates to filter the distractor #7/N%:%E from the correct answer JB{R %
. Overall, attempts reflected growing familiarity with complex sentence patterns. Occasionally,
careless errors in character writing iE /& occurred, which led to no credit.

(9) Most candidates understood the context well, though some added unnecessary elements like & T .
Character errors like 5 H instead of ¥ H could have been avoided.

(h) This was the best answered question in this section. Only a small number of candidates found this
challenging. In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese
characters accurately and to remind candidates to give thorough answers directly relating to the
questions.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Learn common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.
Consistently study and practise understanding questions and identifying key information.
Provide an answer for short-answer questions — brief answers with clear content are sufficient.
Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

There were strong responses on across the whole paper. It was pleasing to see lots of candidates giving
accurate answers with clear handwriting. There was only a small amount of lifting seen in this year’s
marking. Whilst it was pleasing to see some excellent responses, some candidates lost marks by including
unnecessary or contradictory information, or by failing to identify key words that signal turning points or
negative meanings, resulting in inaccurate or confusing responses.

In addition, accurate character writing is essential. Candidates should develop a clear understanding of
structure of characters in order to improve accuracy especially when copying characters from the text. It was
regrettable when Examiners came across answers with missing strokes or incorrect characters, which led to
confusion and resulted in no given marks.

In future, more attention should be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when, where, how,

how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers correctly
for Question 8 and Question 11.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

The first five questions were very well answered with exception of Question 2. Question 1 and 5 were one
of the best answered question on the whole paper with as vast majority of the candidates secured the mark.
Quite a few candidates went with option C or D for Question 2, which showed the vocabulary ##iEk (rugby)
was challenging for some candidates. On Question 3 the performance was very strong. In Question 4, a
common error was choosing option A, suggesting some confusion between #% (maths) and 1t
(chemistry).

Question 6

This section was proven the most successful section on the entire paper. Most candidates achieved full
marks, with only occasional errors in Question a ¥ % (skiing) or d 11 (biscuit), which weaker candidates
found confusing. Candidates are encouraged to continue to work on practising and reinforcement of basic
vocabulary, especially relating to hobbies, local area, and food and drinks.
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Question 7

This section was generally very well answered, with most candidates accurately matching the pictures to the
descriptions by understanding key vocabulary.

Most candidates answered Question 7 (a) well and a small portion of the candidates chose option A or C.
For Question 7 (b), the majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. However, a few selected
option C, likely due to unfamiliarity with the culturally specific term 7%1# (tea house), which may have led to
misinterpretation of the context. Question 7(c) proved very challenging as only half of the candidates
manage to secure the mark showing the vocabulary & (turtle) was unfamiliar to them. The character &
and & look very alike each other, which contributed to the selection of incorrect answers. It was noted that a
few candidates selected both options B and C, which resulted in no mark being awarded.

Question 8
The overall performance was very positive for this question, with the majority demonstrating a strong

understanding of the material. While there were some common areas for improvement, these were generally
minor and can be easily addressed in future practice.

(a) Most candidate handled the question at ease. Very small number of the candidates wrote /\ J Ji.
(b) Again, one of the best answered questions in the section.
(c) A few candidates had difficulty identifying the correct phrase M iR [¥], sometimes copying it as

ik or M\ _E¥ /I, which showed lack of genuine understanding of the text.

(d) Most candidates answered this well. Typical errors were like, some candidates omitted the verb I'7
when describing "Z4-1Z, leading to incomplete answers. Additionally, a small number miswrote 4~
as 4 or struggled with the less frequent term #{>. Focus on these details will help strengthen
accuracy moving forward.

(e) Very positive responses overall. Occasionally, some candidates omitted the verb 42 before 4k
(subway), resulting in incomplete answers.

(f) More able candidates tackled this question successfully. One third of the candidates found this
question challenging. As the question asked {ifif14 %3l (do what activity). Weaker candidates
found tricky to rephrase the verb f# (to do) with an appropriate verb depending on the activity,
leading to inaccurate answers such as M=k or % EKBA.

(9) Another well answered question as over three quarters of the candidates secured the mark.

(h) Well done to those candidates who secured the mark as the question differentiated candidates’
capability well. Those able candidates managed to extract the key concept H1Jf at ease, whilst
some candidates wrote 3£ —%& F 1Jf as answer, which was directly lifting from the text rather than
have genuine understanding of the question, 7i{14 (what to bring).

Question 9

The best-answered sections of the paper demonstrated strong understanding and accuracy. Candidates
provided good responses overall, showcasing their solid grasp of the topics covered in the question. It was
also a reflection of excellent teaching and learning in not only the topic areas but also examination
techniques.

Question a, b and d well the best answered in the section. In Question c, it was obvious candidates
understand the vocabulary % H 1T %= (to ride a bike) well, however, they were uncertain about the structure
ik. a few candidates who selected option D overlooked the negative word “A~il:, which affected their
understanding of the sentence. In Question e, similarly, many candidates who chose option C
misunderstood the meaning of /5 T in the text though they were able to identify the J1l& (to take photos).
Focusing on vocabulary in context will help strengthen comprehension further in future examination
sessions.
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Question 10

Overall, candidates approached this question set with reasonable success, though a few items proved more
challenging due to the level of demand required in this section.

Questions a and ¢ were the best performed questions in this section. Though there were different countries
in the text in Question a, most candidates were able to find the correct answer #[& (China), which showed
excellent understanding of the text. In Question b, congratulations to those candidates who secured the
mark as only two fifth of the cohort achieved this. The question required a considerable level of command in
synonyms. For example, recognising that Iz is not FC4F (o 2, 7 &4 is not the same as i &4/, and
B1iE refers to one’s native language (E C.11% F). Similarly, the demand in Question 10 d was high as it
tested implied meanings. Candidates were required to work out the link in between in order to secure the
mark. For example, &R HLE5E T implies 1R 52 ¥, and while candidates correctly identified the verb 48,
they found hard to distinguish that the donation was money, not food, to the & ‘=, as option D was one of
the common wrong answers. Performance in Question e was very positive as almost three quarters of the
candidates managed to secure the mark. It showed good understanding of the vocabulary | f# as equivalent

to ZF| 1.

In future, candidates need to pay more attention not only to the common question words, but also to expand
vocabulary command in handling this type of question.

Question 11

This final set of questions presented the most challenging tasks, requiring candidates to understand specific
information and respond precisely, without excessive lifting from the text. Most candidates demonstrated a
strong grasp of the overall content and were able to locate short, accurate responses, showing clear
improvement in this skill. While a few weaker candidates still struggled, the overall incidence of long text-
lifting has significantly decreased compared to previous years, indicating positive progress in this area. It was
noted that the handwriting had improved, which is always appreciated by Examiners.

(a) Well done to those candidates who scored the mark! This appeared to be the most challenging
question in the whole paper. % 4:% was the required answer and common wrong answer was -7
. The correct answer required candidates to understand the link between BEFZBEIE, 1% AR,
therefore AEPZAERE, #1% 4295 was accepted in the mark scheme too. Those candidates who
included # in their answer, did not show genuine understanding, therefore, 1'% & % was rejected.

(b) Candidates often failed to produce the complete phrase &... Az, instead giving ambiguous
structures like #£... A3z, which appear to follow the question pattern ZEHEE. Some also miswrote
it as iG.

(c) This was generally well answered.

(d) Most candidates answered correctly. At this level, it is essential candidate demonstrate genuine

understanding including the pronouns as there were X412 and %43 in the question, therefore, those
weaker candidates who wrote %4 bt 53 4H %k just missed the mark.

(e) Over two thirds of the cohort answered the question successfully. Some incomplete answers like X
S 4iF were seen, which did not fully address the question £} i} k.

(f) Overall candidates performed well in this question compared to other questions in the section.
Candidates were confused by the use of connectives #44 and {H, resulting in contradictory or
overly long lifted responses such as BERKSAG, HAZE K.

(9) Mixed answers for this question. Just over half of the candidates found this accessible, whilst the
other half found tricky. Typical wrong answers were: 1 or i. There were some candidates

simply copied X AE 4 ERE AR 1# from the text.
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(h) Positive responses were seen in this last question. Over 50 per cent of the cohort secured both
marks. Those candidates who were weaker in summarising the information to work out the
meaning included the connectives 4% and A1 in their answers, which prevented them from
scoring the marks.

In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters
accurately and to remind candidates to give thorough answers directly relating to the questions.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

e ltis important that Centres brief their examiners thoroughly before the test and share feedback from
previous years so that candidates are given the best opportunity to showcase their speaking ability. All
examiners should carefully read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Instructions for Teachers/Examiners that
accompany the candidate cards each year, so they are fully aware of the requirements of the test. It is
also advised that examiners watch the online CIE training video.

e Examiners are reminded to adhere precisely to the script in the Instructions for Teachers/Examiners and
not to rephrase any questions. Centres are reminded that candidates must not have access to any of
the questions or topics prior to the test being conducted.

e Role plays were conducted well by most examiners but please be reminded to read out the role play
scenario first, ask both parts of the question where applicable and ask the questions exactly as printed.

o Examiners are reminded to use the alternative questions provided in Questions 3-5 of the topic
conversations only if a candidate does not understand the first version (and repetition) of the question.
The alternative questions should not be asked if the original questions have already been answered.

e Examiners are reminded not to go straight to the alternative questions without asking and repeating the
original questions, as this can disadvantage candidates and prevent them from accessing the higher
Communication bands.

¢  Most examiners understood the need to ask no more than two further questions of their own if timings
were short on topic conversations. These two further questions must only be asked at the end of each
topic conversation.

e ltis important to remind students that to gain high marks in the topic conversations, they need to
frequently develop their ideas and opinions and showcase their knowledge of a wide range of structures
and vocabulary listed in the syllabus. In the topic conversations section, some examiners need to make

greater use of extension questions (e.g., &£ A %? R4k % 3— 55 ? ) to elicit fuller answers from
candidates.

e  Please note that in the mark scheme for Communication, the word rephrasing means that the
alternative question has been asked.

General comments

The Speaking test is intended to be a test of spontaneous communicative ability; candidates should not
know the content of the test beforehand. A wide range of performance was evident across the candidature
and examples of performance at all levels of ability were heard.

Most centres followed the instructions concerning the randomisation grid and understood the need to test
candidates according to the prescribed order of the cards and conversation topics.

Centres had usually prepared candidates well and the large majority of examiners were aware of how to
conduct the test efficiently and correctly. Examiners greeted candidates using the prompts provided and
most examiners read the scenario for the role plays as instructed in Chinese. This is important to set the
scene for candidates.

Role plays were generally conducted well. Examiners are reminded that questions can be repeated (but not
rephrased) once only if the candidate does not answer a question or gives an ambiguous response. It is
important for examiners to read the role play tasks exactly as printed to ensure that they are not changing
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the nature and level of difficulty of the tasks. Examiners are reminded to ask both parts of the question where
applicable unless the candidate has already answered the second part naturally in their first answer.

For the topic conversations, timings were generally appropriate. However, in some centres, they were too
short. Some examiners needed to ask more extension questions (e.g., £ A %.? 74 % 3—. %3 ?) to give
candidates the opportunity to develop their answers and go beyond brief or incomplete answers which do not
communicate fully. Candidates need to understand the wordings of these extension questions so that they
know when they need to give more detail.

If a candidate does not understand Questions 3, 4 or 5 in the topic conversations (and a repetition of these
questions), examiners must ask the alternative question. These alternative questions give candidates
another opportunity to understand the task. Some examiners asked the alternative questions when the
candidate had already answered the first question clearly or used the alternative questions as extension
questions. This should be avoided, as it can be confusing for candidates. Some examiners went straight to
the alternative questions without asking and repeating the original questions, which disadvantaged
candidates, as they could not access the higher Communication bands.

When there was a PAUSE between two questions in the script, most examiners gave candidates the time to
answer the first question before asking the second one.

Centres are reminded that if a topic conversation lasts 3% minutes or less, even after asking extension
questions, the examiner must ask up to two further questions of his/her choice on the same topic as the
other questions to make sure that the conversation lasts 4 minutes. The further questions should be asked
after each topic conversation not just at the end of both topic conversations. If the topic conversation still
lasts 3%z minutes or less, the examiner must stop the conversation.

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area at the start of each topic conversation as well as the
transition between each section with a phrase in Chinese e.g., & M1IA /7 M 2tiE—, HKRIFA I,

Clerical checks and sample size

In most centres, the clerical work had usually been completed very efficiently. It is essential that all clerical
work is checked very carefully to ensure that candidates receive the correct mark. Please also ensure the
working mark sheet (WMS) is correctly completed by each examiner with the candidates’ correct names and
numbers, a record of the role play and topic conversation cards and that it is signed and dated by the
examiner.

Recording quality

A high proportion of the recordings received were of a very good quality. Please check all recording
equipment prior to the live exams and before despatching the sample. Please also try to ensure reasonably
quiet conditions for recording to avoid background noise. If an external microphone has been used for
recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the candidate than to the examiner. The recording should not
be stopped during the three parts of each candidate’s speaking exam. The examiner, and not the candidate,
must introduce the candidate by name and number.

Application of the mark scheme

In the role plays, marks can only be awarded for the set questions. To score 2 marks, an answer may be
brief, but the language should be appropriate to the task, substantially accurate and not be ambiguous in
terms of the message being communicated.

In the topic conversations, when applying the mark scheme for Communication, it is necessary to think
carefully about how well the answers gave the required information and how consistently this was done
across the two topics. Performances where answers convey most of the required information but are brief,
sometimes irrelevant and with little development, would fall into the Satisfactory category. To score marks in
the Very Good descriptor for Communication, candidates need to respond confidently to the original
questions (they should not need the alternative questions), be able to offer consistently relevant information
and to show that they can develop their ideas and opinions, adding relevant detail where necessary and
justifying their answers. In the mark scheme for Communication, the word rephrasing means that the
alternative question has been asked. It should be noted that if conversations are short, candidates could be
disadvantaged as they may not have the opportunity to develop their material. When applying the mark
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scheme for Quality of Language, the key descriptors considered here are the ability to use a range of
structures as listed in the syllabus, and the ability to use a range of appropriate vocabulary. Pronunciation is
also a key descriptor. To score high marks for Quality of Language, candidates need to show control of a
wide range of accurately used language and structures (this can include past and future time frames) as well
as very good pronunciation, fluency, intonation and expression.

Comments on specific questions

Role plays

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the examiner before
commencing the test. This is reassuring for the candidate and establishes that he/she is playing a role, not
merely answering for themselves. Most candidates approached the role-plays well. The weakest candidates
also showed that they could demonstrate partial communication on some tasks. The first two tasks on each
card were of a very factual nature and gave candidates the opportunity to answer briefly. They did not
require longer and more developed answers. Candidates mostly answered these two opening questions well.
On each card, the last three tasks were more challenging and gave candidates the opportunity to develop
their answers with opinions and simple explanations. A useful technique for candidates to adopt in the 10-
minute preparation time is to think very carefully about useful vocabulary and structures which could occur in
their given role play scenario.

This year the comprehension and responses to role play questions were generally strong and most tasks
were answered very well.

In Card 1, task 3, some candidates found it hard to understand the key question word % K itia? How
long? In task 4, some candidates were not able to explain what they thought of Beijing and why.

In Card 2, task 2, weaker candidates were sometimes not able to give a correct answer for 4 LART T4+ 2
I4E? What work have you done in the past ?

In Card 3, task 4, some candidates found it hard to answer the key question word #f—4? In which year?
In task 5 weaker candidates were unsure how to answer #11/& 4 #4%? How do we reach you?

In Card 4, task 3, weaker candidates found it hard to understand the key question word 1+ 24 #£49? what
type of? In task 4, the following vocabulary proved challenging for some candidates: % to send (present) and
#. 7 place.

In Card 5, task 4, weaker candidates found it hard to answer: R 3f Xk 5 &9 2L 3242 B 54 4R ? what university
courses are you interested in? In task 5, the word 78 4 hostel/dormitory was not always understood.

In Card 6, task 3, not all candidates were able to answer £41%& 4 £ 171&? how shall we buy the tickets?

In Card 7, task 3, weaker candidates were sometimes not able to provide vocabulary for household tasks
and some struggled with the question word % A ? how long? in the second part of the question.

In Card 8, task 2, some candidates found it hard to answer L _E 74 1+ 4 A& #& 6§ 377 ? What interesting places
are there on the mountain? In the second part of task 4, weaker candidates did not always understand the
verb i take/bring.

In Card 9, task 5 some candidates did not understand _L’k last time and the need to provide a past time
frame.

Topic conversations

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area in Chinese just before the start of each conversation.
The first three topics were based on one of the sub-topics of Areas A and B as listed in the syllabus. The last
four topics were taken from one of the sub-topics in Areas C, D or E of the syllabus. All these sub-topics
were familiar to candidates, and a full range of performance was seen. The first two questions in each
conversation were closed and straightforward in nature and were set at an easier level to start off the
conversation. They could be answered briefly and with factual language, although stronger candidates took
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the opportunity to give more developed responses containing relevant details. The final three questions on
each card were more open and required candidates to communicate relevantly in past and future time
frames. It was noted this year that weaker candidates were not always aware when questions required a
past time frame. Each topic conversation also gave candidates the opportunity to express opinions and
develop where possible their reasons for their opinions.

Topic 1 Daily Life Questions 1 and 2, were generally answered well. In Question 3, candidates often
needed to expand their answers more to the question #L.3. AN 28 2R K FE K E#M T 214+ 4 ? Some
candidates did not understand that a past time frame was needed here, and some mistook /ast ( £4~) for
next. In Question 4, some candidates required the alternative question as they did not understand 44t / 3¢
& advantage/disadvantage. In addition, some candidates mistook the noun .41 television for ¥.% film. In
Question 5, weaker candidates did not understand the word ¥ in the future and that a future time frame
was required. Additionally, some candidates mistook the word & & garden for & park.

Topic 2 Family Life Questions 1 and 2, were generally answered well. In Question 3 weaker candidates
did not always understand the phrase % % 4% to raise pets and needed the alternative question. In Question
4, some candidates required the alternative question as they did not understand the key word & ft.4 pocket
money or ¥4 / 374 advantage/disadvantage. In Question 5, the key word 3 il 7 X mode of transport
proved a challenge for some so they needed the alternative question.

Topic 3 Healthy Living Questions 1 and 2 were generally answered well by most candidates. In Question
3, some candidates did not pick up on the phrase # 7 & #&{& & for your health but focused more on food
they liked. Question 4 was generally answered well but weaker candidates did not pick up on the question
asking a past time frame. In Question 5, weaker candidates did not always understand the phrase & it i £%
% 7<% enough sleep and needed the alternative question.

Topic 4 Living Environment Question 1 was generally answered well by most candidates. In Question 2,
weaker candidates did understand the key question word % K Bt18? How long? In Question 3, the key word
# AR, plastic bags proved challenging to some candidates, and they required the alternative question.
Even then, they did not always comprehend & -F bag. In Question 4, weaker candidates needed the
alternative question and even then, did not always have the vocabulary needed to describe what they had
done at school to help the environment. Question 5 was generally answered well.

Topic 5 Technology Questions 1 and 2 were generally answered well by most candidates. In Question 3,
the phrase f+ 4 #49 M 35 ? what types of websites proved challenging to some candidates, and they required
the alternative question. In Question 4, weaker candidates did not always understand the word &£
suitable/appropriate. In Question 5, the phrase #7494»1% new knowledge was not always comprehended
and the alternative question was needed.

Topic 6 Countries and Festivals Questions 1 and 2 were generally answered well by most candidates. In
Question 3, some candidates did not pick up on the fact that they should be recommending what places the
teacher/examiner should visit but instead talked about where they had visited. In Question 4, the phrase —
AF B934 B a traditional Chinese festival was not always understood. Additionally, some candidates
did not have the vocabulary needed to talk about a Chinese festival. Similarly in Question 5, the phrase if 7
to celebrate a festival proved challenging to some candidates who needed the alternative question.

Topic 7 Education Candidates could generally answer Questions 1 and 2 successfully. In Question 3,
weaker candidates did not understand the word £ )i experience and needed the alternative question. In
Question 4, weaker candidates found it hard to understand the key word K K4 parents’ meeting or 474t /
& advantage/disadvantage. In Question 5, the phrase # 4% summer camp proved challenging to some
candidates who needed the alternative question.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/41
Writing

Key messages

e  Avoid using pinyin or English for Question 1.

e Elaborate with detailed relevant information for Question 2 and Question 3.

¢ A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect Question 2
and Question 3 marks.

e Pay attention to negative words in the bullet point, e.g., Question 3(a) bullet point 4 % & %.

General comments

Most of the candidates have done really well and shown their confidence and ability in using Chinese
vocabulary and grammar. They understood the questions well and tried to write detailed information with
conjunction words and complex sentences used correctly. Some candidates also used complex structures
and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrates their linguistic ability.

The number of candidates were similar as last year and the overall quality of work from candidates stayed
around the same level. Some candidates wrote notes either in English or Chinese next to each question to
make sure communication marks were well achieved.

Most of the candidates understood each part of the question for Question 1 but some of them were
confused with key words like %7, % A and %7 . A handful candidates answered the question of K £ with
book or rooms. Pinyin or English were sometimes used which is not accepted. All other gaps were well
managed with proper words from the core vocabulary list.

Most of the candidates did really well in Question 2 and provided detailed answers with extra information. All
bullet points in questions have been answered well and many answers showed good content of personal life.
% K ut 18] seemed to be a challenging question to many candidates. Many candidates answered with =8 /4]
or A E=T%.

There were a lot of good answers for both of 3(a) and 3(b). Most of the candidates chose 3(a) and wrote
about their work. Candidates developed essays with detailed facts and feelings or comments for the job.
Most of the essays were structured well, following the bullet points of the questions. However, some of the
candidates were not very clear about the bullet point of ‘& 4 % 2| iX A~ 4% 49. A number of essays did not
provide related information on how to find the job but answered with how to get to the workplace.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures. Candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than
80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough evidence of
their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be addressed with as much
relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as
possible, and English, pinyin, and numerical digits e.g., 6 &. 3 A~ B, Z #7 4 should be avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the point
and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been a more efficient way to
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use the recommended word count. Letter or email format, long openings and ending greetings are not
essential which could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word counts.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for renting a house when travelling in Chinese. Most of the candidates
were able to fill the gaps e.g., &t and _L#% for gap 1 37, but some candidates used wrong characters or
made up a name of &7 in China and some candidates mistakenly answered with countries or cities in other
countries like 2.5, +H., 7, k7w, £EA, ZH.

Gap 2 and 3: X £ seemed challenging to weaker candidates though able candidates produced many
impressive answers, e.g., & %F. WA, ®A. KA. whE, RIE. ST HF. T, k. FIL. A
KA, BE. BE. KA. #F. ¥ AKk etc. However, some candidates answered with rooms in a house,
like BNE . BT RAE. AF. — AR, or some other incorrect answers such as & % . &k k. &%,
KRR BAL 238 . T efc.

For gap 4 % candidates did well, answering with B33, 5&F. ®i&. A Fsb, &, DAE. BEE.
BT Be. wsksb, WE. BE 5. e KBE. BRI, A%, 5£%. K. However some
answers were not acceptable, for example +#. #F yongchi, k. XA A, ¥ Ko

For the last task, gap 5 % A, the majority were able to write sensible length of time, e.g., WX, —&. —4
AR, —ANEH. ANEZH. =AEZH. —/2NA. EAA ete. It must be a duration of time, some words were
not accepted e.g., Z=A. WH. +. AN =AF. KWMA. TEZA, =8, =AA, ITHFEAA

Accuracy of characters generally was good, however, there were several common mistakes. They either
added or missed a radical, wrote the character with a wrong radical, or used a character with a similar
phonetic sound. Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination
have not been awarded marks so it should be avoided.

The common mistakes were listed below:

1. written in Pinyin or in English 1% fl # & 2 3 5C: Beijing. _E hai. chesuo. keting

2. miss-formed characters creating different meanings: £ B . KXk A. K718

3. missing strokes or misunderstanding radicals : 2@, L&, Lk, &k, RE, €X. BZ. &

BT BE, B

misunderstanding rubrics e.g., X, answered like &4 . kL, whh. FAA. TH

5. misunderstanding rubrics:

e answersforgap 1: #L. "o, FEH, £8H. &A%, A4, XL, #HRK

e answersforgap2 &gap 3: 7@ . 4. 4, H. PLH. BT, HH., Lesy, Bes, Fi, T
B, ATAE. R4, BNE. EWT e, WA, BE. £m. MR, — 5. &, A, BAL, ¥X. €€,
WG, ARHAL, etk R, AN, RR

e answersforgap4: RAR. 2008 7 A 11 B, Xi&, %#. AA, £, @&, =K

e answersforgap5: R k. WAA, Wik, B, tZA. ZA. TZ5F, =0 A, EA, —BK

&

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their favourite computer games. Candidates were well
understood the question and confidently talked about the game that they played. Most of the candidates
covered all bullet points of this question and gave two or more extra information points for each bullet point.
Answers in the essay were relevant to the question with some explanation of the game and the reason of
why to play with the person and the place. However, some candidates did not answer each bullet point
clearly or omitted some point especially the last one.

Candidates were very familiar with question words who # and where #F 2 in bullet point 1 and 2. Many
candidates were able to write a length of time for bullet point 3, e.g., A/~ BF, =+ 2% . ¥ X etc. On the
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other end of the spectrum, a few candidates may have misunderstood the question word % KBt i8] and wrote
ZAFE, wWE, AKEE.

Bullet point 4 was very well answered with adjectives and describing words, e.g., /3 C &5 A & ; €AL&
M RRES FARRLAERETAAA; BABKGDRFCOEH L, BhRRIFHE R, THRERTF
Sy BACTE, RELREREINFRGAS; XA EEXAE: LT AN R R @ LAk L& F
RZMA, BT,

Centres should advise students to be more vigilant to the tense in Question 2, where there is always a
question in the future time frame and candidates should distinguish between past time phrases, future time
phrases, and particles, e.g., 2. #. 17 etc, also including them in their answers, e.g., & 47 H ¥ X F it L
AR, EAS 2N BRI —ARREIANF R BANFRBIR; THEARBER:, THETFEZEFRENFR;
R FAG; ARG L, ZH=TF LR A F I

To score the top band for Question 2, candidates need to include details. Therefore, even though some
candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as they needed to expand their
answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded that when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet
points, they should be careful looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or whether the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, they should check
whether the answer words were in the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below.

There were plenty good examples for each task, e.g.,

bullet point 1:

o ARREKRWEWFRALZ—NFIBEZTHHER, REFKRYDHPAINFEX, BAKMNERGSBEZF )L
Mg

o AR-FEAeRABILITILR R EROGIF R A ITIE KA A IRKG I A —AIT,

o  RERBMABRITT—RIAEIANCIIFA, WELERGIERGXFELLR KN —ALIR,

o RERARWEIL—RIFR, BAAMREFE, ®ILEAFS,

bullet point 2:

o RUEENKNHWL., FIARF B RS AITHE R o) ERE—AIT,

o  HEEAZRTEI, AEAEALXRG SN LR,

o HKRAMMARKRBAKNEFTFEX, AHE, KREL2EMAKR,

o RARMENEFTILEAGF X E K KA 5 H] BA — K,

o  WwERRKMAIL. RMNEEHEIR,

bullet point 3:

o  WENR. AMALNERRINEF, MRS KBERANNE, B4R XAGE, KNS
P

o  EBEREHMI—ADEGEEFEK, BREIBERI: VI, ML,

o HTEHER., KEZFHL, FTAKRMNERABE AR 45 54

o HRIEANDE B —ADE, KIAATKALSHERG,

o REKIEAND, BREEANZH SO,

o HFUUE. BRERMIUILEANFHE XK. RERIL—DI,

bullet point 4:

o  RERIEINHFHRWBREAR, BAHFEFIEARK, MIUFXEILRAIL, PTAKRMTAIRE H,

o REBMHRKT AAKIIN A —H I,

o REREAHER, BAHT XM EIFI. REAEL, BAHRTAREK S H A,

o RERINFHR, BAHACA—NETEEHER. RMALRABEBTAMRS, LT AFEEE TG,

o WmEATHIE., RILENFEERIKREL,

bullet point 5:

o RITHEBRBHAINER, BARANREA—FIEFTEEWNHK, IAKEESESL,

o  WwERASRMEENGELYIERITEASRELAET—K,

o HRITHNFERINEX, RHAFILARLES.

In contrast, there were some areas which could be improved.
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Grammar:

e not proper words used despite of understandable meanings:
FRFZI  RATHARIF AR A ILE AN RER IR R AT AR REFERAR=Z TN HR
TR RS ARG B R, RERZIANFR, A wel RARIFIN; KT F RN A —RITEANFR; 4o R KM
LTREWGIA;, FFAMENE,; RATEFRER; KITELF RN TIE; BREATLIFEGLES;
KB R AERTARNER,; TLEBRINASMITINA; KRERTL—DEF

e Wrong words order: 3% % #Lif % L&A F T 1 RAERILIAF R T EANF ERFGMA; KRRT —
ANNEFIER ;. BREFRCERAEMNANA D, AMNITERAZFZHR; K2FIELAKWRA TR, —L
BAVIR— A EAVIP R BT AR AN —A&; B2 EMNAL S50

o RAEKRFTELENMARTRIEIANGFR; BARARS LA, FRXREACRELFATH; KX K
Ll

e Use of £ with adjectives: &A= A BIAIRA & S k4TI, AR CAET TR

e  Use of wrong words or word missing: # & F &M i1 4 69 K

e  Use of measure word: & 4% %t—.& (1 hour)

e Useof verbs: #4178 E-F IR ARG K KR & ] £ & 69 1F b

e Misuse of & and #o: H ARG RIR KAetb EERKEEWMA; BARA RS € IaFEfe KGR EL AN
F R

e Misuseof T: KATH+F T HIXANFFX

Characters and words:

e  Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: B % X # yiyi, X4F%&; B XAk lang K& A149 shijian; &£ X
wan XA a4 K KA Lucy —A2 5t Minecraft & &8 % &k e, #47H & zuobian &
AN, ; A& dazhe AN & mei B douyaowan2hr; #& xihuanwanzhe 4N 2, yinwei % henduo A; 4
ERIIANGFR yin A& B A EZANGFER youqu: R/ shis K F beijing FLiX ANaFk; wo qu
xue xi yin wei #5 2% ; # %2 hao yin wei 4~ % hao

e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: &3k # % X; K497
Fi =T ETT P ARFTHFREINFR; —ARILZDEE,; R LT BRIANFR; KRELE2R
SPeRE A HE BANFERR RS, BARA AL

e  Proper words not used despite of understandable meanings:

KRERZH, BAREE—RER
e  Mistakes and missing some characters: #1 X; &/&+.%; K& ZH—kF

Question 3

There were two options for candidates to choose from: (a) to write a letter to a grandma talking about a part
time job you recently started; (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about your views on learning art.
The option (a) was much popular than (b), around 68 per cent of the candidates opted for (a). The majority
could respond to all the bullet points with a good level of detail and link ideas effectively with appropriate
connectives. For 3(a), some candidates did not answer the bullet point 4 of /% & % (not interesting) but talked
about what was interesting in the work.

(a) Part time job
Completion of the tasks

Most of the candidates understood the questions in the tasks and completed tasks well when talking about
their own experience or views. Most of the essays repeated a key verb from the bullet points of the question
and used link words to form a clear structure. Many conjunction words like B ... T A, &K 2%, 2.,
mE, 4=X...3t have been used very often in their answers. Candidates intentionally use a large number of
idioms, difficult words and a variety of sentence patterns.

However, many of them misunderstood & 4 4% 2| X A~ T4£ 49 and wrote how to get workplace rather than
how to find this job. Key word % & & in 3(a) bullet point 4 is often misread as % & %.

Question words for task 1 ‘how many days’, task 4 ‘what’, task 5 ‘what kind of* were common question words
and did not cause issues in completing the tasks. #HMNEZH AT AR T; IN KA LMK LK 6 &K
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AR ERBZANTA; BERIIF et ITN—R I, THEZALELNE, e, TFTARLEALNE
A, Je RHAVEER R AIFOIR S R, Ktk L; REFIEFTEANAFTE-EEELLAH; ANZTAER
Kagut |, KW IFRLI etc., were the most popular answers.

However, some candidates did not answer bullet point 1 ‘how many days’ clearly and directly, e.g.,
BE—NERIMETER, RREES; E—NEPEIHEAR; KENITHILRRRS;
HA—NEMITESR

Bullet point 2 was the one that many candidates did not get it correct, e.g., & &k &4 KRB ZIA T8, KA
TRAFAREB| XA TARY; KB F A5 A TIFH.

Another bullet point that was comparatively not answered well was bullet point 4, because many candidates
did not answer the boring parts of the job but talked about how interesting the job is: &k &3k XA~ L4k,
AR A

There were a lot of good sentences and expressions in essays. Candidates brought lots of great ideas and
descriptions on expanding their answers for each task. Some good examples are listed below.

o R —ANEMINK=ZR, BAAHXKRE, TALEF], AREZFER, REIRAEES

o HRIEHIM MBI ERIXIANATH,

o RAMBAKERINAIANTHN,

o ATHMARRIME, EELIRSAITT €E,

o IHEPEAHLAFEAFGE, KRELFRLES,

o ERIMFTIEMNIAMN, LELPREARFINBES
&,

o  HFERER -AFAfH O A—AL I,

M, ARAHELAES, BAX—BAETAAMRG—

Range

Candidates used some extended, well-linked sentences frequently in their work. It appeared common to see
that some complex connectives had been used such as: 24&.. 182 ;8. . mE. ., BN L. %RT...
VASE, L., Rk g, TMR4edt, accurately used #F, %|, i&, A % & which again has shown their
high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently. There are a lot of good
examples of using difficult words, idioms or conjunctions such as: ¥ # &&. B B &R, &4 &, FHEER
CERL E%RTo, SREE, AL R, AKE R etc

Accuracy of characters and grammar

Most candidates wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some
even with Pinyin and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong
characters with the same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion,
but not in this category.

There were some areas that could be improved, e.g.,

Characters: sometimes they affect the understanding of the text. The following are some examples:
o ABBILHE (M) HAE (M) EIATAE, BAH (R) A€k Lk (49)
o HKRFEEREBRME () WA—RIKE

o R TAETRE SR

A (F) T RAMIAINA

o BTRIEAFE (L)

S RN

AR R—AZEEA

#auL () #EHL

o HHAKMAM (R) £H,

o EZHWK (F) ZHA
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o . (F) ZARMEEA (B) FufMSET A () AA.
. ENCZALN -

o XRE (R) E@E,

o R (UR) fRIFI.

o  ARFFIHMET)ILT.

Grammar:

e Mixedupwords: THAEKXE&ES; &8 LT T

e Use #= to link adjectives or sentences: & #%.13 TAF F 2R & BAoffdF; £iX LA RS KIFAF IR

e Wrong measure words: —/AM47 L

e Wrong words order: & &8 TAEZ X F G ; RATRT A—RH; KRB TAERKGFMA: T RELSL
AN B L TEREIMOARIAES N F REAB RS BA; KB —RIERFEA; BT —ADAT/EAK
WIET; BER—REDFERBGNA; R ESEIHLEEZN— R—AZHMIHEER; K14
& B

e Use of £ with adjectives: & LH; X FEE

e Misuses of verbs or function words: # _Fk FHEM TR S A, K= 8 LI T BB &
RZegeFopth; EHTREZHFMA; RBETRARS ZIF0EE; BARERRSARE EDL; L&
3 AR AT

e Misuse:T: BARERKRET I/, BAKERT; KK EIBT ARG TR

B

(b) Learning art
Completion of the tasks
About a third of the candidates opted for this question.

Question words in Task 1 ‘when’ and Task 2 ‘what’ were often seen in the past paper so candidates
answered very well with examples like MK NEHEFIEFER; KRB F FHBFER;, OFAKRFBFELR;
LR ERBLB T T £KP etc. However, some candidates did not realise that the first and the
second task should be written in a past timeframe and mistakenly wrote answers ¥l X &5 £ K; FTAZH=
#£A % A% which cannot be rewarded for Task 2. Most of the candidates recognised the question word in
Task 2 1+ 4 and Lk so they followed the question pattern and listed things they did in the art lesson.
Candidates followed the past time frame and sentence structures in the question.

For Task 3, some able candidates wrote some impressive answers e.g., ©./xst £ K AR S H 8y, KT UE
BeHERY; whFIERIFTEA R LT AR LR R A LT AL M LA 2 5AMS etc to
demonstrate their range of vocabulary and sentence structures. However, a handful of candidates could not
write specific words and wrote & fixt £ A A 1k % #F 8 without any further details.

Performance for Task 4 was similar as Task 3. There were some interesting comments, e.g., = % #bfi15 £
R, AR ART ZFC; ERIRRAE—ANFE, CRAAEF DL BEE; £R T HEAET A A.
Simple opinions like % K X # & & X & % were also often seen in the answers.

For Task 5, most of the candidates understood the question words 1 4 ## so they performed very well, such
as AT E@ERE., ARZER., ¥, YEKE S, FEH3 etc were perfect answers and the words are
in the latest syllabus.

Elaborating and expanding the answers is important to achieve good marks. Some good examples are listed
below.

o BAREMNIKREZER, BEKENAFBEFIRFER,
BRANNEGIIE, S E e = AT LA,

EFERR, EHHFRTEHBHE, XHRETILE, Ritada—TFTFEFLA—HT.
REBAMBE T — R LMFIT, thdeil KR, EARAEER, BLREFTHANAR, BAZRMNELE] T —%FE
B &

o  ARTUAMMRIF B RMAEL, F3E KR,

o  KRUAREEMINARFLHGERKRE.
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o WEMFIERA TSI, BAGRTETALERELMAN S, ETUAAEEMNZE 2 B4y, @ LETIL
A6 @ I A .

o  ERTULEAMSHHAMLT R, AANTEOHE. ERTRIEANAER XS T .

o REFEUMMEIERAR, HEFEHMFR, tde, WwREEXKBERFT, RTUFKLEREZFE,

o AHER, REFFAMERRNE, NALZFIER, BARKEME, wRFRFERKZFRE S,
AR R 3T A K.

o RKRTREBEANPEHLDGERESLAN, EIRLERITHNRIRSH L0E K,

Range

Candidates have used some complex connectives such as: &/A&..... 22 . 2. .. A&, 69
&y g BALLBTALLL s RT LS, AL Ebde; which again has shown their high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks have also been seen, e.g., "t AR Fix /. HE, FHE
I, %tk etc. Some sentence structures were really impressive e.g., Al ® % &8, e RR&Z4 T, TIL
BE E—%, TUMEnRLEMHmERe; PFAEFIERTARET, WHOUAREZ), L5257 —11F
—‘i: o

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) did well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above examples.
However, there were some areas that could be improved:

Characters: #i/® (&) %. £ CGR) H. & (F) X, & (W) k. % (KF) 7T G . & (o) . "3
FGR) AR GR) T GE) L =8 () . I () d. 4 (F) R4k (F) s F (G Lo
t O SINE T ES

Grammar:

e Words order: &k % E&H T

e Anglicised structures: fttb & @ & R4

e Use of & with adjectives: % K ZR4FAR; LXK EMW

e Misused verb: £ KX T K REH; KA5m TN, GrEEH, KELAEERRLEET 28

e  Misuse the conjunction words and linking words: —i14F & —1 €& —H & %; FERXIMLEER LA
A st EREXAFDRAFNRIMET; ERARTLEZR LT E

e Theusageof %' : ARG Ak % & I4Fayaf ]

e Missing keywords of sentence components: H % & 5013 () LA FEF I 3T, KEHF LB

(CF) — &3
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing

Key messages

e  Avoid using pinyin for Question 1.

e Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2.

¢ Read the scenario carefully for Question 2 and Question 3 and write essays accordingly. Answer all
the questions and pay attention to different time frames.

¢ In Question 2 —#% prompts present time frame and the whole setting is in present time frame apart
from the last bullet point which is in future time frame.

e InQuestion3 2. . H4m4E, . 49, structure requires a reference to a past event.

e Ifataskis ‘What kind of places do you live #:4% £ 1+ Z # 69377 ?", candidates need to use adjectives or
give a more detailed description.

General comments

Some candidates used complex structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which
demonstrates their strong linguistic ability.

There was no need for candidates to count the number of characters written (after they have achieved the
minimum required characters), since some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80—100 characters
and did not really demonstrate their capabilities, which could be observed by crossed out sentences which
could have made the essay much fuller. It should be remembered that a composition requires a certain
number of words to address all the bullet points in the question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence
structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied essay will not be awarded as many marks as one
with greater variety and interest. However, candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly
fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough
evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware that answers have to be relevant to the questions, and that all the bullet points
need to be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible, and English, numerical digits and pinyin should be avoided,
e.g., a place name should be in Chinese characters.

To avoid missing any tasks, it would be better to follow the bullet points and once one task is completed,

move on to the next task. Letter or email format with long letter introductions and signoffs is not essential.
There are no extra marks for this.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form about activities for welcoming new students, in which they must
provide information of how long they could help, the specific location where they could help and the food and
drinks they could bring.

Most candidates were able to respond appropriately to the question about the length of time. However, many
struggled with Gap 2, which required them to specify a location within the school where they could volunteer.
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A common error was simply writing ‘school’ instead of naming a specific place in the school, such as the
library or canteen.

Gap 1:

e  The majority of candidates were able to provide a duration of time; e.g. A EF+ &2 FH @ &, —A )
i, =/~VBF; however, some responses were less appropriate or lacked contextual relevance, with
examples such as —< or —/™ A

e  Some candidates demonstrated uncertainty in distinguishing between a specific point in time (f+ 4 B+4%)
and a duration of time (% K &} 14]), leading to inaccurate responses such as 7 % or + &

Gap 2:

e  There were some good and appropriate places e.g., £/7. €% . RF . #%. ¥ etcforgap 2

e  Some candidates relied on vocabulary directly lifted from the rubrics, such as %4 and 4 &. However,
the use of such rubric language is not credited

e Afew candidates wrote down things such as .~ & . #1. &%, which were not on the school campus.

e  Some candidates misunderstood the question word “If ¥ and responded with activities rather than
naming a specific place within the school. Examples include %244 and 4 #E% /%, even some activities
BRI, ATRIEK, BI, AH. Rk, @&, FLF, which indicate actions rather than locations.

Gap 3 and 4:

e  Answers included popular items e.g., @&, &F. MR, Y@, ¥, and some complicated
characters e.g., &45. T 4. 4. XNBRE ., B, #HE. FEa, FASH.

e A significant number of candidates appeared unfamiliar with the key term & #7. As a result, some gave
irrelevant responses such as £, $ &, &AF, #ik.

Gap 5:

e Popular drinks were K. X, AK. TR, %, & etc., some items were more challenging e.g., #&
7+, # %K etc., however, the term 4x#t appears to be unfamiliar to some candidates, resulting in a
number of irrelevant responses.

Besides many positive performances, there were several common mistakes which were either adding or
missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with a similar phonetic sound. The examples
were listed below and correct answers are in the brackets:

e misunderstanding of the key words & 44, 44 and wrote K for gap 3 or 4, but & -F for gap 5

e misformed characters creating different meanings: ®/N(N). T2 7 (R). Z(#H)E. E()TF. 45
(). AL UR)

e missing strokes or misunderstanding radicals: (%)% . F&E (1) 2. FCEE)R. wI ) . R+
G« £27 O) v A GO K F ) A, »B (L) . F GB) R, & K m. = (&) F.
W, wEm (B) . # () £, BEfp ) . FRF O .

Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination, e.g., # can ting. —
+fen zhong. ®tiao. ji rou fan. congming etc., have not been awarded marks so it should be avoided.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their holiday activities, including what they normally do;
who they do these activities with; where they do them; why they enjoy them and what new activity or
activities they would like to try next holiday. Most of the candidates fully understood the requirements of the
question and responded very well to it. A wide range of both short and complex sentences were used, and
the accuracy of characters and grammar was generally high. There appeared to be fewer candidates using
pinyin in the papers this year.

Candidates need to remember to answer the question first, then add more detailed information to support the
answer. It is a good idea to list more than one piece of information or one sentence per bullet point. The
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candidates who have scored highly in this question have written more pieces of information relevant to the
bullet points.

However, some candidates incorrectly used the aspect marker T (le) in their responses, which was not
appropriate for this task as it required a focus on habitual actions and future intentions rather than completed
actions.

Candidates also need to be aware that the last bullet point is normally in a future tense frame, therefore, the
answers needs either future time phrases, e.g., TAM&#A or future time particles e.g., 2. % . ¥ with a new
activity.

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did very well with answers like Z/B & —Ax Ik % EF3h. thde, dTHHR. 4TR
®., AEME%. Some candidates overlooked the character —#%, leading to incorrect use of past tense
when describing activities.

Bullet point 2: i is widely understood, with nearly all candidates providing a person they engage in activities
with. i & and & A were the most popular responses. Some were with extended information, e.g., &&—X%
ARARE EFodpdh— AR, EAH FEREHLGNEIR L, AL, KAEHBRKGHRADE,

Bullet point 3: Most candidates recognised £, successfully providing a location. & and various % (e.g.,
%, iz 7 %) were frequently mentioned. Some examples included & —#Ax & % K LR F 18z ), B AR
BRI KR, dmEKFETRE.

Bullet point 4: Almost all candidates included a reason for their activity, with some excellent responses such
as & AR, 3 F R 4F, and A S 1. A few representative sentences were £ & 3 X 2 & ) B H € LT KA
PERES K ARG ELT, T HERARSHE R Y F L L#E S,

Bullet point 5: The majority could respond well and a variety of new activities were mentioned: T /218 #& 42
RINA T IR—AFATRAELK, BAFRKRAR T —RAEL LD A, XFF. HiAAS 0, KITER
2ik¥E, PTAE . However, some candidates missed the significance of #7 and simply repeated an activity
mentioned earlier rather than introducing a new one.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80—100 characters and had not really demonstrated their
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed out sentences which could have made the essay much
fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect the marks
even if all the questions have been answered.

Some students used excellent connective words to structure complex sentences, in addition to incorporating
adjectives effectively. There were plenty good examples for each task, e.g.:

Use of Conjunctions and conjunctive patterns/adverbial phrases

o  HREMMAEENRENKNLAKSEFREE, T RTARERT,

o TAVBHARAIERI LT IR,

o KA KRMMAARET M EER, HIKMNBEERMAERELWAGERS L@,
o REREARBAZINEHHYN T F SMEE.

o REXAEZARTNE, BARCEREAE L.

o RETHAMNESAEHNLEET, FletfhiE, KR, HEFF.

o  AENHA, KRBT TUAZIEFTEMORF AN, LTR—AFFRE—A8Y,

o  RIWIAFHMEBHINTVILRBEGERURBREE SN . HBASH,

o  TAMBIARAEZ R FH AL L,

o RIIEFERFEAIINFANRILRM—FALE—RLICE, RN AK.

o TAMEH, KRBAMMAIE, B AXAT ALK B kR,

o IANFHRALILRF A TS, HibRFSALMALSE, HBLAH BRI,
o  HRREMRE, BAXRTUATMARGII, fmELTARIIEA—LZ R,

o RIFFERWATE, BAKTAY AT FIALTRA LT o (KT AR EIRILELPRIL)
o TABHAKITHLHTE, BAFELARTS R,

o RERZXEFEHNZERANTURSEMAMENRRSH,
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BLRRIENNE, TRERREFHREMRE S LS H,

R EH AL R T A AR, ® LT AL &G siR,

B A RAIFRFIEFT AR, HEFIERERBRK® L,
KREREINEH AR A CH AL, mERLRARBIE AN FE,
R TEANUN, REERBERGHH—RED.

KR ER IR EED, B EDRF R, AT HE,
MEGRFRE, JEZE, ToEEN,

BA TG —AL B B FK I H AT R

TR AN S, TRBHETKR, REFKRSOEEE,

TAAE AR, Wik RSB R A—2ABL %,

WA FRBRAEA, RAWER T HALKGRE, EREBR=ZR,
KoL HeT ] £ 5] 2hig,

BABIAT B AP ARG E S, PledT B ER, WK, IEEH,

el ML AE 38 7% AR A M R, T AR Ao R A e 2 ] 6 B

WA — dTHERR, —AT R,

BB — AN A EERGITER, ERDHAERE R,

B REREA—REBINHT. KMNEEFTEEARLKRK.

Good adjectives/describing words/idioms

BHNE . REMK, E%RT o, etz
MLBAYE. EX G =, 4R
REFHAERGE, mBLRAF 43

Bl e RKEZ A A ERE

EFTiR: FERE, FIE,

PR T AR B 69 B BT AL RE AR R £ o

On the contrast, there were some areas which could be improved:

Characters and words:

Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: # fang. 4 bien. lang fei & ia], & fang bian, yin . # %
& jian kang #=42 % ¥ shen ti ¥F. &K ERH P /£ park. /&% ZH &4 & A2 269 flower., # ¥ L &
until =% . & cu. shénti. jian kdng. # yéuxi. yin #. lao Jfi. ¥t sai. jia A, % qiu. fkre. &%
%%/~ HE sanbu. ik ti & jian kang. EXANH 772 Tyoko square. #& Tokyo #ik s%5), &M1&
M F4F A 69 hotel. & #% shatan. &4 X%A& Great Wall of China
Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape, not proper words used
despite guessable meanings: X3 (L) . w# i () . & GE) #¥Fre. X (W) . RA—A&
(&) £, mA (A . 8k ) & GO A # (B0 F. Kk GR) . #at () . &8
(FB) « BR (B . (B) MmA. A (R) &, Ax/BE (B) . A4 (M) &, F1 Gu) . &(&)
F. E(R)F . S H ARG, FER(KR). aTEE)R F@F). TR, —RER(23), BF(F)
T OR(UR)L . 3t(with a water radical). R (%)®. A JE(1&). /& with & underneath /=, & (#&)d2 )L
Separate a character into two squares: & % % 2 &,(3) &
not proper words used despite of understandable meanings: £ % £ 3%, K using illness radical, #% %%
OB ARk R B A AR

Grammar:

Wrong word order: St ® XA K ; NEFLE; RATHEEFNERKGAA; AFERREEINNE; &K
WP A B RERFBB IR AT L, K—ACFRENR; KT END; KA KON RITHHK—

Ay RIF ZH— KT F T RAM IR BRAVFR S R ENR; AR EPBEHANEF L,
AANBENBE; §F —RBEENY; RERIFHENMAR; BRFAREREENE, RFFALA
FEHCY SRARAT OGN, AR B AT F A AR AT SRARAE ;. R T A R AR, RE A BAMRLREGR

Use of £ with adjectives: »E £ K; # HAMR-FHALA; A4FA; REK; iR, RALAE; #H5h
EBEAAZE; RRERITER, BARFIIL; £FERGAFLRL, LA FT24Fn, LRA A&,

WEAT ERAEFRERY
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e Use #= to link two sentences or clauses: &£ B 475 L3k, B ARIFARERRN AT REFNLEK
531 N L Ao 2 KK JE AT T

e Use #= to link adjectives: &/ E#& ik 7@ 4= F

e Useofadverbs: 4.: &—A+% &Ex#P, CXALRELNE

e Misuse of direction words: KX £ & X KX FTHNBAITERES; AEBEBAKRHK

e Useof verbs: A&k % # A without 2], KA&A—AMRKER., KARSFFHF. KBLK, RERFH. F
T RAMBAEK . RNBER, ELARE

e Use % before activity verbs: #UZ s, #F K, fHFsk, MATE R, MARS B, #@ @)L, BT E e
FOR, R, BB AR E S . BRI E SN BB — AL AT R AT = R
Mixing up nouns and adjectives: HAR(F AT, MR (H)E S
Mixing up nouns and verbs: & 3% B4 (F1R)

e Useof T: TABRRKATH IR, KFTHFAELTRS I, XRZABRRRALT T 89—RHE; KB
— MR IRT ;. BRWIAERNE, PTATRERAT .

e Use of measure word: = A~ ¥j=k w9 %%

o X..X... With fk: XURKXIRER; XK= R

e  Misused idioms: YA H & % &%

e Incorrect mixing of i 2 and fo: & —AAMAF L, FH AL RITF R

e confused the use of fif and &...... AR BB RFARMRL ., ARRAKE

e Useof AT¥A as ‘so that: TAMEH, & EANEEF, Prid& Pk

o Useof ff: &7 ERATH)RAT

e  Translation word by word from English to Mandarin: #&-F&+ % A 8+, B A XA FK

Question 3

There were two options for candidates to choose from: (a) to write an email to a friend about their experience
of studying abroad; (b) to write an article for a magazine giving opinions on language clubs. The option 3(a)
was considerably more popular, with vast majority (92 per cent) attempting 3(a).

Overall, most of the candidates have been able to understand rubrics properly and have completed tasks
required. There were many good responses describing the places candidates live, what their life is like when
studying abroad, and giving convincing reasons for wanting to study in a particular country. However, even
some candidates who appeared to understand the task fully left out the second or third bullet points. For
those who opted for 3(b), the fourth and fifth bullet points were the most challenging. A few candidates
successfully explained why a certain activity duration was suitable and how schools could help students
overcome related difficulties.

Candidates should indicate clearly which task they are attempting, instead of answering both briefly.

Inadequate understanding of tenses and vocabularies in the tasks were still hindering candidates from

achieving high marks.

High-scoring responses typically demonstrate the ability to:

e Use a wide range of simple and complex sentence structures as outlined in the syllabus, producing
sentences of varying lengths and patterns.

e Apply a broad and task-appropriate vocabulary to convey ideas more precisely and fluently.

Candidates aiming for top bands should be encouraged to develop their answers more fully and show
greater linguistic range in both structure and vocabulary.

Question 3

(a) Life of studying abroad

Completion of the tasks

Candidates were familiar with questions words. The majority did not only cover the required information but
also provided additional and detailed information which was relevant to the bullet points. Candidates should

give detailed information, opinions, reactions and explanations to reach the top band. For example, for bullet
point 2 ‘What kind of place do you live?’ and the candidate answers #&/E 7 & %F 49367 without any details,
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then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion. Similarly, for bullet point 3 ‘How is the
life over there?’, the answers like #f 2 9 & & f&%F do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion.

For bullet point 1, 5. EANA. k2% EFF T etc., were often seen in the answers. However, some
candidates were unaware that the structure ‘52 ...f+ Z B+4%...49’ requires a reference to a past event. As a
result, they mistakenly included future time expressions or modal verbs like ‘22’ or ‘4, which indicated future
intentions or actions.

While some candidates correctly identified ‘4 #+4%’ as asking about time, they failed to understand the
context of the question and responded with a specific time (e.g., /L% or +.%), rather than addressing the
implied past event.

For bullet point 2, the question word 4+ 4 #’ prompts the use of adjectives or a more detailed description,
such as KAE A EE AKX, IRIFHRL, £FPTAR, ALBEAE;, RAELR); iBwWid ik, However,
several candidates either omitted adjectives when describing their place of residence or gave a general
description of the city instead of focusing on their specific living environment.

For bullet point 3, similarly, the question ‘& 24 ##’ calls for the use of adjectives to express opinions or
evaluations. This question was generally well answered, with many candidates providing detailed
justifications for their views on life in the area, suchas X TR ZMA. EXLRER, BRLT. FRHEK
and % .7 4 etc. However, many candidates did not understand the word 4 %, so the answers were either
about what the place they are in is like or did not respond to the question at all.

For bullet point 4 and 5, many candidates responded well by selecting different countries such as A &, 3%
E. #E and i E. They provided thoughtful and elaborated reasons for their choices, including &k £ £ .
FI) I E M MEAR, F I HAIR, and RERAEBINF ], BATAIERKRR I R — 469 275

In Question 3, there were still a considerable number of candidates who wrote very long and elaborate
introductions and endings to their emails. It would be recommended to keep the greetings as short as
possible which would leave more time to candidates to write more useful content in the examination. Writing
general opening and ending formalities, e.g., SF AKX AILEMRGE T o R FHARIGFD? REeD?; KEL ER
To HRBKRERIFD? IR FHMEE, 7 F4=E ! do not add much to the final scores.

There were plenty of good examples for each task, e.g.:

o HEMAFIEEFST

o HITAESHEARANET

o  REMFBRTH, RALRELEAKRSZHT AT k.

o  RAWFRAGIHIELFIBAEBRINF] T,

o H¥ERMEBARFY, FHRR, RTMEZHEF,

o  RFHMRLHMIIR, LHATFPEMGH L LI, EEGHHKFT LD RBHETPIF,

o EEFLAK, FBEME, KRFDILAALEN K,

o KRTH/EXRER, BRANMLAIEFIFONLZTE, mELASHEFGRERTE. tbhe B, I, B2

A KA

F%,
o REREMRMHEEAKNGET, BALEFEE —ANRKGVE, RTALAED K L—F AN —ALERT
=R RO

o WBRAMEEKEF, BAXARAEES A T EMONE, MBAARSAIFHA, FIAKRT AR KE
TR H A9 Ao

o BARAE ATy KR, RAHZZHEKE,

o  AZRETUGARMES Rk AHEREHHA

o XEMAFTILRHEL— 5I)LELK—FH

o FAe¥UH —EIL), PTARE LR E AR B

o FTIBARE R, RAMRA, RAEQ AR TH LT, B A AT .

o LETGBARMA, AKLHBEKRE.

o AFEARXIRGE, AFTALRRE,

. XEWIRFMRE . GERARTA

o  RAEXIFI E IR,

. XA FHAFENW, NEBLTE, BHEFEROEF O,

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2025




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2025
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

. Xk KRG ER —RAEEREAE,

o BT ERN), BEAFR, TARRLAERE L,

o  ANAW EAITHAMIRIK, FHKGET AT,

. BARXEINZTHELE, BRI ENEBINFTE, THANEAE i,

o —NERRKMNE, BELTK, EHEEMAE=ZA,

. MFERELRIT B P RGAETL, TJRTERARIETET.

o MEHMNKS, EHEXFLUENRFT AL,

o FATRIFARLM T oA BRAT, WAL AR, JEF T2, R MEARER G Z L,
o TEARFH, LHKILRTHRBEAMEL, AT ADRITETS, BAALRMER.
o  EARMEMRG, 1BREAFE®ILE AMEE,

o HREFHE, RABRFHEN R

o FEMAFARLERKFRR, MEZALASL, AFLIEFERE, —HESLTE,

Range

There were some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appearing in the candidates’ work. This year it
appeared common to see that some complex connectives have been used such as: &4.....2%...; &~
1a...... L BT CRT LR, R TR, AT, AT, BRI, RM4edt, accurately
used #F, 2|, £, F XK, i@id, #id which again has shown their high linguistic ability. Some candidates
even used some grammar structures in part 2 on the syllabus, such as it. {£. #%. . & etc advanced
structures, e.g., 2R T A S E £ R, ILAF 0 X, Fx# 42 E—#H which qualified them to
the top band.

However, candidates should be reminded not over using & ... BT ¥A...... structures too much which could not
show the range. As well as that, the purpose of using the conjunctives is to make the essay more interesting
and coherent, not just for the sake of its appearance in the essay. They also need to check the pairing of
conjunctives is appropriate, for example, ~12...... mE...,not BAA.....WmE..., K. ATE

A wide range of vocabulary and idioms appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g., & &
A ERAR, FHEBRR, 2T TA, BikE T, WIMk et

Some good examples were listed below:

o AMIANAFHACZHENGET, BARNIE RF0RAR— 003 7 Ko RAELHEHRILN R
G, BAe AR KA, PN @ AL T,

o LAMEEEE, AMRIMEILGRMFEL, BHPEAAEE, £AK) LF—A 28G5 40N AL
FL— 8] B o

o KIMERLETEM—NRIKTLED, FAXEMHAELE SR, RBRENE, KIAE D &M EHE
BAETIB TR, B 6 T AR

o BARAATHEAEFIAF, BAHXDEHELEFOEERESR, FIA—F I HATANDE,

o BAEWIE A AR, 10AR LA ERAE,

o BAERIHIT K UZE. I LHANBAL, BT,

Accuracy of characters and grammar

Most candidates wrote very accurate characters, but some candidates showed some errors in their writing,
some wrote with Pinyin and English words. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the same
phonetic sound for communication purposes could be accepted for task completion, but not in this category.

There were some areas could be improved.
Characters:

e Candidates should spend time practising simple common characters such as: . ®. F. 1. #=.
My RF. P, A, Bk, &% O, B AL AL AT etc.

e  There were some other frequent mistakes: & (%) . K& (&) . £FFHK (X)) . AN (B) #%
B4 ) O G L R () L B (R) L BE GE) L (R) 2. Hdw (W) LBEETE. T
AMR). ZE)NBAAR. EHEF) R ERE)EAA. THE). A(F)E. ER0ER). RALR). 9(T)%A
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INAGR). (B, /B (&) o )0 () . B (B, o) . KOO &, i (k) L B E
(H) . & (£) . AMUAE (&) etc.

o A4 —4lwith# ,notwith # ; & - A=i_+7; pk-k=) +£; BH -BW=++7; T4 -4 with ] ,
notwith 7 ; &4 —# Em LTLEH, ¥ -BEmALELEH L+ (X+7)

Grammar:

e Missed past tense particle 7 or use of it in present tense sentences: & /3 T A &%; KRAKTFASF
FAEEBEINF DT REF TR DHFRT ; RRAELEH,; KWEFFFTLELT; ADF
AREAE L HRE, FFHAR; KBFETREIA; A—FAFET

e Mixed tenses: &AM FTASA#LA4E £ £ EH 5389

e  Wrong words order/anglicised sentence structures: &B& T EF B &FFFEN; ZRALRTUE
S8R, BRELRT BT THFEZALKTFI LR REFTaLLEMSF; MEFRGBE X2 —A
BIFMAmE R AR REELE—ANBRETE; KTCFRSZELEGFETI; ABNAMNELTHZHFH
BRI, RAEEN RGN —A2; REBIAL£E; KFRIFEBIF

e Used L and T wrongly for time adverbs: e.g., £/ _EASF instead of %4, T -f instead of ¥, L/~ A
/2 #7 instead of T/~ A /T £ or vice versa, etc.

e Use of % with adjectives: & ZAR4F; to3/FRARAF; AR LAY RARME, AMNAKLF

W RAEETFR, RRAAA—ANNE; BIIF—AVNEARSEE; EIRALX—FNE]; REENAHE
HARMAR—IFE; FRAQTEIF; KRERAHAEZIT.

e Use #= to link two sentences: A} 2 493135 1k & W A=k 4F; AR BAR KAnfk % AT WA EAR 2

e Use of verbs or Missing verbs: & KM LA REE; LTAALAEE; HERARRIFWGAIEF
Z8TE; CMTREZMOWMAE; RAER BT FO; ARTUNE AR, NEdm@; xtiihh
RBAR, ANFEALATRREINAERRR; KROALERT; KBMTRSMA;, KEAGHT IR,

e Misused conjunction: 4= RARrC ik % KA LR T A (o RARCAR Z R AR KD

e Misuse of /£...[ L/ ARFEVL.../ &.. AR

o Misueof £ - XZRAKARERYHT, REL=ZFT,

e Mixingup "F2 and AF 2 — RFFRZHEREFE], BHKRERPL,

e  Misuse of # with description and nouns: 5749+ Bk X

e  Misuse of F — KAPLIRPLEGIRTF S

(b) Foreign language clubs
Completion of the tasks

For bullet point 2, almost all the candidates understood the question word # and wrote proper people e.g.,
. FAE, MA. K et

The same for bullet point 3, majority of candidates understood % Kk &f/d and wrote =+ 4. —/~ D BF, A
A~ Bt ete., appropriate length of time. However, some weaker candidates wrote =Bt i#, =48 1# which
caused confusion.

Question 1 1 & Awid 4+ 4 91E18 K ¥F: some candidates misunderstood the meaning of #1148 /& F, talking
about other clubs rather than language clubs, or just mentioning some random activities, such as playing
football.

Question 4-5: many candidates did not respond to the questions or wrote something irrelevant, showing
that they did not get the meaning of k2 & 3 and & 4% #F Bl i 2 i 2 IR X,

There were some very good examples:

o FIELIEFAMBN —REE, WwEMWMAE, A AESE, Bk, FEANLALARTET, THEIFF
PECEE SN
o RRIEBIMHASZHNEGE, AL RNIKIELN A HKMN—EE D 1919,
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Range

There were some complex connectives used such as: ZK..... 2% . "M2...... B BALTLLL S
T .. BASk, L. .. etc.

Wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g. &A=& JFARRAF, &KLINIRT
RAEEEHHA

Some idioms and proverbs were very impressive e.g., AXFafS . 438 R .
Accuracy

Half of the candidates who chose 3(b) did very well in grammar and structures. However, there are some
areas which could be improved:

e Theusageof ‘7’ and ‘if’: KAl T — kI E(R K2R

e Misused conjunction: &40 135 F I ARYF, 122 IR A AR

e Useofverbs: & # =& ; FINERA— 5, RAZETF

e Word order, in particular time expressions and places: % # Xk % I X 42 F

e Use mixed tenses: & # % £IMEMR R =ZADET ;. BMNFRTAATFTAAIER R

Accuracy of Characters:

o R R E. Fi#H (B) A (') LA (B) K.k () R FHS (35 LB G %, e
(&) . o (B . K 41) H

o RAYSUETIF, PTAKIRT B A — 3RS KA IiE,

o REANTEL...

o  EFRLEMT GERRI, AT KRG GERT LT
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/43
Writing

Key messages

e  Avoid using pinyin or English for Question 1.

e Elaborate with detailed relevant information for Question 2 and Question 3.

¢ A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect Question 2
and Question 3 marks.

e Pay attention to negative words in the bullet point, e.g., Question 3(a) bullet point 4 % & %.

General comments

Most of the candidates have done really well and shown their confidence and ability in using Chinese
vocabulary and grammar. They understood the questions well and tried to write detailed information with
conjunction words and complex sentences used correctly. Some candidates also used complex structures
and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrates their linguistic ability.

The number of candidates were similar as last year and the overall quality of work from candidates stayed
around the same level. Some candidates wrote notes either in English or Chinese next to each question to
make sure communication marks were well achieved.

Most of the candidates understood each part of the question for Question 1 but some of them were
confused with key words like %7, % A and %7 . A handful candidates answered the question of K £ with
book or rooms. Pinyin or English were sometimes used which is not accepted. All other gaps were well
managed with proper words from the core vocabulary list.

Most of the candidates did really well in Question 2 and provided detailed answers with extra information. All
bullet points in questions have been answered well and many answers showed good content of personal life.
% K ut 18] seemed to be a challenging question to many candidates. Many candidates answered with =8 /4]
or A E=T%.

There were a lot of good answers for both of 3(a) and 3(b). Most of the candidates chose 3(a) and wrote
about their work. Candidates developed essays with detailed facts and feelings or comments for the job.
Most of the essays were structured well, following the bullet points of the questions. However, some of the
candidates were not very clear about the bullet point of ‘& 4 % 2| iX A~ 4% 49. A number of essays did not
provide related information on how to find the job but answered with how to get to the workplace.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures. Candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than
80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough evidence of
their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be addressed with as much
relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as
possible, and English, pinyin, and numerical digits e.g., 6 &. 3 A~ B, Z #7 4 should be avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the point
and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been a more efficient way to
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use the recommended word count. Letter or email format, long openings and ending greetings are not
essential which could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word counts.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for renting a house when travelling in Chinese. Most of the candidates
were able to fill the gaps e.g., &t and _L#% for gap 1 37, but some candidates used wrong characters or
made up a name of &7 in China and some candidates mistakenly answered with countries or cities in other
countries like 2.5, +H., 7, k7w, £EA, ZH.

Gap 2 and 3: X £ seemed challenging to weaker candidates though able candidates produced many
impressive answers, e.g., & %F. WA, ®A. KA. whE, RIE. ST HF. T, k. FIL. A
KA, BE. BE. KA. #F. ¥ AKk etc. However, some candidates answered with rooms in a house,
like BNE . BT RAE. AF. — AR, or some other incorrect answers such as & % . &k k. &%,
KRR BAL 238 . T efc.

For gap 4 % candidates did well, answering with B33, 5&F. ®i&. A Fsb, &, DAE. BEE.
BT Be. wsksb, WE. BE 5. e KBE. BRI, A%, 5£%. K. However some
answers were not acceptable, for example +#. #F yongchi, k. XA A, ¥ Ko

For the last task, gap 5 % A, the majority were able to write sensible length of time, e.g., WX, —&. —4
AR, —ANEH. ANEZH. =AEZH. —/2NA. EAA ete. It must be a duration of time, some words were
not accepted e.g., Z=A. WH. +. AN =AF. KWMA. TEZA, =8, =AA, ITHFEAA

Accuracy of characters generally was good, however, there were several common mistakes. They either
added or missed a radical, wrote the character with a wrong radical, or used a character with a similar
phonetic sound. Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination
have not been awarded marks so it should be avoided.

The common mistakes were listed below:

1. written in Pinyin or in English 1% fl # & 2 3 5C: Beijing. _E hai. chesuo. keting

2. miss-formed characters creating different meanings: £ B . KXk A. K718

3. missing strokes or misunderstanding radicals : 2@, L&, Lk, &k, RE, €X. BZ. &

BT BE, B

misunderstanding rubrics e.g., X, answered like &4 . kL, whh. FAA. TH

5. misunderstanding rubrics:

e answersforgap 1: #L. "o, FEH, £8H. &A%, A4, XL, #HRK

e answersforgap2 &gap 3: 7@ . 4. 4, H. PLH. BT, HH., Lesy, Bes, Fi, T
B, ATAE. R4, BNE. EWT e, WA, BE. £m. MR, — 5. &, A, BAL, ¥X. €€,
WG, ARHAL, etk R, AN, RR

e answersforgap4: RAR. 2008 7 A 11 B, Xi&, %#. AA, £, @&, =K

e answersforgap5: R k. WAA, Wik, B, tZA. ZA. TZ5F, =0 A, EA, —BK

&

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their favourite computer games. Candidates were well
understood the question and confidently talked about the game that they played. Most of the candidates
covered all bullet points of this question and gave two or more extra information points for each bullet point.
Answers in the essay were relevant to the question with some explanation of the game and the reason of
why to play with the person and the place. However, some candidates did not answer each bullet point
clearly or omitted some point especially the last one.

Candidates were very familiar with question words who # and where #F 2 in bullet point 1 and 2. Many
candidates were able to write a length of time for bullet point 3, e.g., A/~ BF, =+ 2% . ¥ X etc. On the
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other end of the spectrum, a few candidates may have misunderstood the question word % KBt i8] and wrote
ZAFE, wWE, AKEE.

Bullet point 4 was very well answered with adjectives and describing words, e.g., /3 C &5 A & ; €AL&
M RRES FARRLAERETAAA; BABKGDRFCOEH L, BhRRIFHE R, THRERTF
Sy BACTE, RELREREINFRGAS; XA EEXAE: LT AN R R @ LAk L& F
RZMA, BT,

Centres should advise students to be more vigilant to the tense in Question 2, where there is always a
question in the future time frame and candidates should distinguish between past time phrases, future time
phrases, and particles, e.g., 2. #. 17 etc, also including them in their answers, e.g., & 47 H ¥ X F it L
AR, EAS 2N BRI —ARREIANF R BANFRBIR; THEARBER:, THETFEZEFRENFR;
R FAG; ARG L, ZH=TF LR A F I

To score the top band for Question 2, candidates need to include details. Therefore, even though some
candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as they needed to expand their
answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded that when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet
points, they should be careful looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or whether the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, they should check
whether the answer words were in the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below.

There were plenty good examples for each task, e.g.,

bullet point 1:

o ARREKRWEWFRALZ—NFIBEZTHHER, REFKRYDHPAINFEX, BAKMNERGSBEZF )L
Mg

o AR-FEAeRABILITILR R EROGIF R A ITIE KA A IRKG I A —AIT,

o  RERBMABRITT—RIAEIANCIIFA, WELERGIERGXFELLR KN —ALIR,

o RERARWEIL—RIFR, BAAMREFE, ®ILEAFS,

bullet point 2:

o RUEENKNHWL., FIARF B RS AITHE R o) ERE—AIT,

o  HEEAZRTEI, AEAEALXRG SN LR,

o HKRAMMARKRBAKNEFTFEX, AHE, KREL2EMAKR,

o RARMENEFTILEAGF X E K KA 5 H] BA — K,

o  WwERRKMAIL. RMNEEHEIR,

bullet point 3:

o  WENR. AMALNERRINEF, MRS KBERANNE, B4R XAGE, KNS
P

o  EBEREHMI—ADEGEEFEK, BREIBERI: VI, ML,

o HTEHER., KEZFHL, FTAKRMNERABE AR 45 54

o HRIEANDE B —ADE, KIAATKALSHERG,

o REKIEAND, BREEANZH SO,

o HFUUE. BRERMIUILEANFHE XK. RERIL—DI,

bullet point 4:

o  RERIEINHFHRWBREAR, BAHFEFIEARK, MIUFXEILRAIL, PTAKRMTAIRE H,

o REBMHRKT AAKIIN A —H I,

o REREAHER, BAHT XM EIFI. REAEL, BAHRTAREK S H A,

o RERINFHR, BAHACA—NETEEHER. RMALRABEBTAMRS, LT AFEEE TG,

o WmEATHIE., RILENFEERIKREL,

bullet point 5:

o RITHEBRBHAINER, BARANREA—FIEFTEEWNHK, IAKEESESL,

o  WwERASRMEENGELYIERITEASRELAET—K,

o HRITHNFERINEX, RHAFILARLES.

In contrast, there were some areas which could be improved.
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Grammar:

e not proper words used despite of understandable meanings:
FRFZI  RATHARIF AR A ILE AN RER IR R AT AR REFERAR=Z TN HR
TR RS ARG B R, RERZIANFR, A wel RARIFIN; KT F RN A —RITEANFR; 4o R KM
LTREWGIA;, FFAMENE,; RATEFRER; KITELF RN TIE; BREATLIFEGLES;
KB R AERTARNER,; TLEBRINASMITINA; KRERTL—DEF

e Wrong words order: 3% % #Lif % L&A F T 1 RAERILIAF R T EANF ERFGMA; KRRT —
ANNEFIER ;. BREFRCERAEMNANA D, AMNITERAZFZHR; K2FIELAKWRA TR, —L
BAVIR— A EAVIP R BT AR AN —A&; B2 EMNAL S50

o RAEKRFTELENMARTRIEIANGFR; BARARS LA, FRXREACRELFATH; KX K
Ll

e Use of £ with adjectives: &A= A BIAIRA & S k4TI, AR CAET TR

e  Use of wrong words or word missing: # & F &M i1 4 69 K

e  Use of measure word: & 4% %t—.& (1 hour)

e Useof verbs: #4178 E-F IR ARG K KR & ] £ & 69 1F b

e Misuse of & and #o: H ARG RIR KAetb EERKEEWMA; BARA RS € IaFEfe KGR EL AN
F R

e Misuseof T: KATH+F T HIXANFFX

Characters and words:

e  Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: B % X # yiyi, X4F%&; B XAk lang K& A149 shijian; &£ X
wan XA a4 K KA Lucy —A2 5t Minecraft & &8 % &k e, #47H & zuobian &
AN, ; A& dazhe AN & mei B douyaowan2hr; #& xihuanwanzhe 4N 2, yinwei % henduo A; 4
ERIIANGFR yin A& B A EZANGFER youqu: R/ shis K F beijing FLiX ANaFk; wo qu
xue xi yin wei #5 2% ; # %2 hao yin wei 4~ % hao

e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: &3k # % X; K497
Fi =T ETT P ARFTHFREINFR; —ARILZDEE,; R LT BRIANFR; KRELE2R
SPeRE A HE BANFERR RS, BARA AL

e  Proper words not used despite of understandable meanings:

KRERZH, BAREE—RER
e  Mistakes and missing some characters: #1 X; &/&+.%; K& ZH—kF

Question 3

There were two options for candidates to choose from: (a) to write a letter to a grandma talking about a part
time job you recently started; (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about your views on learning art.
The option (a) was much popular than (b), around 68 per cent of the candidates opted for (a). The majority
could respond to all the bullet points with a good level of detail and link ideas effectively with appropriate
connectives. For 3(a), some candidates did not answer the bullet point 4 of /% & % (not interesting) but talked
about what was interesting in the work.

(a) Part time job
Completion of the tasks

Most of the candidates understood the questions in the tasks and completed tasks well when talking about
their own experience or views. Most of the essays repeated a key verb from the bullet points of the question
and used link words to form a clear structure. Many conjunction words like B ... T A, &K 2%, 2.,
mE, 4=X...3t have been used very often in their answers. Candidates intentionally use a large number of
idioms, difficult words and a variety of sentence patterns.

However, many of them misunderstood & 4 4% 2| X A~ T4£ 49 and wrote how to get workplace rather than
how to find this job. Key word % & & in 3(a) bullet point 4 is often misread as % & %.

Question words for task 1 ‘how many days’, task 4 ‘what’, task 5 ‘what kind of* were common question words
and did not cause issues in completing the tasks. #HMNEZH AT AR T; IN KA LMK LK 6 &K
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AR ERBZANTA; BERIIF et ITN—R I, THEZALELNE, e, TFTARLEALNE
A, Je RHAVEER R AIFOIR S R, Ktk L; REFIEFTEANAFTE-EEELLAH; ANZTAER
Kagut |, KW IFRLI etc., were the most popular answers.

However, some candidates did not answer bullet point 1 ‘how many days’ clearly and directly, e.g.,
BE—NERIMETER, RREES; E—NEPEIHEAR; KENITHILRRRS;
HA—NEMITESR

Bullet point 2 was the one that many candidates did not get it correct, e.g., & &k &4 KRB ZIA T8, KA
TRAFAREB| XA TARY; KB F A5 A TIFH.

Another bullet point that was comparatively not answered well was bullet point 4, because many candidates
did not answer the boring parts of the job but talked about how interesting the job is: &k &3k XA~ L4k,
AR A

There were a lot of good sentences and expressions in essays. Candidates brought lots of great ideas and
descriptions on expanding their answers for each task. Some good examples are listed below.

o R —ANEMINK=ZR, BAAHXKRE, TALEF], AREZFER, REIRAEES

o HRIEHIM MBI ERIXIANATH,

o RAMBAKERINAIANTHN,

o ATHMARRIME, EELIRSAITT €E,

o IHEPEAHLAFEAFGE, KRELFRLES,

o ERIMFTIEMNIAMN, LELPREARFINBES
&,

o  HFERER -AFAfH O A—AL I,

M, ARAHELAES, BAX—BAETAAMRG—

Range

Candidates used some extended, well-linked sentences frequently in their work. It appeared common to see
that some complex connectives had been used such as: 24&.. 182 ;8. . mE. ., BN L. %RT...
VASE, L., Rk g, TMR4edt, accurately used #F, %|, i&, A % & which again has shown their
high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently. There are a lot of good
examples of using difficult words, idioms or conjunctions such as: ¥ # &&. B B &R, &4 &, FHEER
CERL E%RTo, SREE, AL R, AKE R etc

Accuracy of characters and grammar

Most candidates wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some
even with Pinyin and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong
characters with the same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion,
but not in this category.

There were some areas that could be improved, e.g.,

Characters: sometimes they affect the understanding of the text. The following are some examples:
o ABBILHE (M) HAE (M) EIATAE, BAH (R) A€k Lk (49)
o HKRFEEREBRME () WA—RIKE

o R TAETRE SR

A (F) T RAMIAINA

o BTRIEAFE (L)

S RN

AR R—AZEEA

#auL () #EHL

o HHAKMAM (R) £H,

o EZHWK (F) ZHA
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o . (F) ZARMEEA (B) FufMSET A () AA.
. ENCZALN -

o XRE (R) E@E,

o R (UR) fRIFI.

o  ARFFIHMET)ILT.

Grammar:

e Mixedupwords: THAEKXE&ES; &8 LT T

e Use #= to link adjectives or sentences: & #%.13 TAF F 2R & BAoffdF; £iX LA RS KIFAF IR

e Wrong measure words: —/AM47 L

e Wrong words order: & &8 TAEZ X F G ; RATRT A—RH; KRB TAERKGFMA: T RELSL
AN B L TEREIMOARIAES N F REAB RS BA; KB —RIERFEA; BT —ADAT/EAK
WIET; BER—REDFERBGNA; R ESEIHLEEZN— R—AZHMIHEER; K14
& B

e Use of £ with adjectives: & LH; X FEE

e Misuses of verbs or function words: # _Fk FHEM TR S A, K= 8 LI T BB &
RZegeFopth; EHTREZHFMA; RBETRARS ZIF0EE; BARERRSARE EDL; L&
3 AR AT

e Misuse:T: BARERKRET I/, BAKERT; KK EIBT ARG TR

B

(b) Learning art
Completion of the tasks
About a third of the candidates opted for this question.

Question words in Task 1 ‘when’ and Task 2 ‘what’ were often seen in the past paper so candidates
answered very well with examples like MK NEHEFIEFER; KRB F FHBFER;, OFAKRFBFELR;
LR ERBLB T T £KP etc. However, some candidates did not realise that the first and the
second task should be written in a past timeframe and mistakenly wrote answers ¥l X &5 £ K; FTAZH=
#£A % A% which cannot be rewarded for Task 2. Most of the candidates recognised the question word in
Task 2 1+ 4 and Lk so they followed the question pattern and listed things they did in the art lesson.
Candidates followed the past time frame and sentence structures in the question.

For Task 3, some able candidates wrote some impressive answers e.g., ©./xst £ K AR S H 8y, KT UE
BeHERY; whFIERIFTEA R LT AR LR R A LT AL M LA 2 5AMS etc to
demonstrate their range of vocabulary and sentence structures. However, a handful of candidates could not
write specific words and wrote & fixt £ A A 1k % #F 8 without any further details.

Performance for Task 4 was similar as Task 3. There were some interesting comments, e.g., = % #bfi15 £
R, AR ART ZFC; ERIRRAE—ANFE, CRAAEF DL BEE; £R T HEAET A A.
Simple opinions like % K X # & & X & % were also often seen in the answers.

For Task 5, most of the candidates understood the question words 1 4 ## so they performed very well, such
as AT E@ERE., ARZER., ¥, YEKE S, FEH3 etc were perfect answers and the words are
in the latest syllabus.

Elaborating and expanding the answers is important to achieve good marks. Some good examples are listed
below.

o BAREMNIKREZER, BEKENAFBEFIRFER,
BRANNEGIIE, S E e = AT LA,

EFERR, EHHFRTEHBHE, XHRETILE, Ritada—TFTFEFLA—HT.
REBAMBE T — R LMFIT, thdeil KR, EARAEER, BLREFTHANAR, BAZRMNELE] T —%FE
B &

o  ARTUAMMRIF B RMAEL, F3E KR,

o  KRUAREEMINARFLHGERKRE.
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o WEMFIERA TSI, BAGRTETALERELMAN S, ETUAAEEMNZE 2 B4y, @ LETIL
A6 @ I A .

o  ERTULEAMSHHAMLT R, AANTEOHE. ERTRIEANAER XS T .

o REFEUMMEIERAR, HEFEHMFR, tde, WwREEXKBERFT, RTUFKLEREZFE,

o AHER, REFFAMERRNE, NALZFIER, BARKEME, wRFRFERKZFRE S,
AR R 3T A K.

o RKRTREBEANPEHLDGERESLAN, EIRLERITHNRIRSH L0E K,

Range

Candidates have used some complex connectives such as: &/A&..... 22 . 2. .. A&, 69
&y g BALLBTALLL s RT LS, AL Ebde; which again has shown their high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks have also been seen, e.g., "t AR Fix /. HE, FHE
I, %tk etc. Some sentence structures were really impressive e.g., Al ® % &8, e RR&Z4 T, TIL
BE E—%, TUMEnRLEMHmERe; PFAEFIERTARET, WHOUAREZ), L5257 —11F
—‘i: o

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) did well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above examples.
However, there were some areas that could be improved:

Characters: #i/® (&) %. £ CGR) H. & (F) X, & (W) k. % (KF) 7T G . & (o) . "3
FGR) AR GR) T GE) L =8 () . I () d. 4 (F) R4k (F) s F (G Lo
t O SINE T ES

Grammar:

e Words order: &k % E&H T

e Anglicised structures: fttb & @ & R4

e Use of & with adjectives: % K ZR4FAR; LXK EMW

e Misused verb: £ KX T K REH; KA5m TN, GrEEH, KELAEERRLEET 28

e  Misuse the conjunction words and linking words: —i14F & —1 €& —H & %; FERXIMLEER LA
A st EREXAFDRAFNRIMET; ERARTLEZR LT E

e Theusageof %' : ARG Ak % & I4Fayaf ]

e Missing keywords of sentence components: H % & 5013 () LA FEF I 3T, KEHF LB

(CF) — &3
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