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CHINESE AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0523/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e In the reading section, candidates are required to understand and respond to information presented in a
variety of forms. They are expected not only to comprehend the information in the passages but also to
distinguish between facts, ideas, and opinions. Candidates should demonstrate the ability to extract
specific, relevant information from various text types and to organise and present it in a logical manner.

¢ In the writing section, candidates need to demonstrate that they can communicate clearly and
appropriately in written Chinese to convey information and express opinions. They are expected to use
a range of vocabulary and to show control of a variety of grammatical structures. The register should be
appropriate and writing conventions such as paragraphing and punctuation should be followed.
Characters produced by candidates should be accurate.

e Candidates should choose either the traditional or simplified character version of the paper and write all
their answers in that section of the question paper booklet. They must not answer in both versions. If a
candidate begins answering in one section by mistake and then switches to the other, they must cross
out any work they do not wish the examiner to consider.

e Candidates should aim to be precise when answering questions. While notes may be made on the
question paper, any work that the candidate does not wish the examiner to consider must be clearly
crossed out. Marks cannot be awarded if the examiner is required to ‘choose’ the correct answer from a
longer response.

General comments

Performance on this component was good. The majority of candidates were able to understand the three
reading passages in detail. In the writing section, most candidates demonstrated that they could
communicate competently in the target language. Many responses successfully and clearly conveyed
interesting ideas, though care should be taken to ensure precision in the use of simple grammatical
structures. Some candidates also need to take care when writing characters to ensure clarity and accuracy.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1
Questions 1-7

In this exercise, candidates are presented with a blank form and need to complete it according to their
understanding of the passage. A high level of accuracy is needed to score well.

For Question 1, candidates needed to give a precise response. Most answered correctly with Z1t.

Question 2 was one of the more challenging questions in this exercise. The strongest candidates answered
correctly with £ 3¢ KB 4% 4.5 T . Many candidates gave responses such as # T IRy g AR H 2
or 458 KRE 1% & ¥ 4% & . These answers were not accepted.

Question 3 required candidates to identify the award K ZF T ZKE (k) %A%, which many answered
correctly.
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Question 4 showed a mixed performance. Some candidates successfully scored one mark by selecting the
correct answer 4% &5 TRER 5 24k47 Fp#LBe &4 A from the passage. Weaker candidates gave answers
suchas W& ABHEZHEHT BAE, AL, FAR or B E TS ERMAMRA L A&, This suggests
that these candidates were unsure about the meaning of 4{#f in the question and therefore struggled to
locate the correct information in the passage.

Question 5 was generally handled well by most candidates, though some found it challenging. Stronger
candidates scored with the correct answer # M £ K 5 55 A, Other candidates gave incorrect answers
such as F&BAMWERE KAF £ or 4869 £ 58 ALREZ AN £ A&, which resulted in no marks being
awarded.

Questions 6 and 7 were answered well by most candidates, who were able to extract the correct information
with ease.

Overall, candidates showed confidence in locating the correct information for the questions in Exercise 1.
Most also demonstrated care and precision in completing the form.

Exercise 2
Questions 8-16

Questions in Exercise 2 require precise and accurate short answers. Where questions test implicit meaning,
candidates are required to answer in their own words.

Question 8 required candidates to address two elements. Strong candidates scored both marks by
answering A& kA% % 494L K\ J& and A8 694825 2] 3 6 vA 4 49 Some candidates responded well to one of
the elements but did not gain full marks. The most common error was answering 2. BT k9L KX T 7T a4t
#9745 % 3 &, which, while a relevant idea, was a well-known challenge, not an unexpected one.

Question 9 was handled very well by many candidates, who provided the precise answer #4% & . A small

number of candidates incorrectly answered with #4& Z#% 1% & &6 £ AT = or K EMA BT T &
and therefore earned no credit.

Most candidates performed very well in Question 10 by answering with £ #/LH & or 4B KH &.

Question 11 showed a mixed performance. Strong candidates provided precise answers and gained both
marks. Many others scored 1 mark by correctly identifying either & HEE K E or F R S M EPF L.
Weaker candidates gave answers such as X #ALFRGFRIAIELZXETE, RS TERBERF, or T4
T A2 7 12 & A& 4, which were not accepted.

Question 12 was found to be challenging for most candidates. The best responses demonstrated
understanding of the passage’s implicit meaning, correctly answering e & 4% 2 A or # &6 A AR T
— . Many candidates provided incorrect answers such as &4 E % X or #/74RKB WAL,
or copied a whole sentence from the text, which resulted in no marks being awarded.

Question 13 required two elements. Most candidates successfully extracted the correct answers: % 2t &
WA and BF 3410 &) 4 £ F 69 & 4 #) SR AEH ~ & . Some candidates only managed to provide one
correct element. A small number of candidates omitted the key term % #, leading to no marks being
awarded.

Question 14 was answered very well by the majority of candidates, who correctly responded with #2243
w7 (Bh) BRATIA. ARKRAEFREL L.

Question 15 also required two elements. Many candidates were able to extract the correct information: &£
£)3i& K29 E P HME and & T AAMATART 8% . A small number of candidates did not score due to providing
incorrect answers such as £l B TREBWE =7, BN ZEANEIK, BPFTRFRBREINEANZN, or
R E XL RILIRAKE.
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In short, candidates are reminded to read the questions and passage in Exercise 2 carefully. Furthermore,
they should be advised to provide precise responses, avoid lifting entire sentences from the passage, and
refrain from giving incomplete answers, so that their meaning is conveyed without ambiguity.

Exercise 3
Question 17-26

In Exercise 3, the multiple matching exercises, it is recommended that candidates practise skimming and
scan reading techniques and carefully consider each question, taking into account any distracting
information in the texts. When writing their answer, candidates should clearly indicate the letter they have
selected. Most candidates demonstrated a good level of understanding of the task and there were some very
successful attempts at the exercise.

Overall, the whole range of marks were awarded, with most candidates achieving more than five marks. The
greatest number of correct answers was for Question 21, and the most common wrong answers were
Question 17 and 19. Presentation of answers was generally clear. When writing their answers, candidates
are reminded that if they change their mind, they should not write the second answer over the first, but
should cross out the wrong answer clearly, and write their final choice at the side.

Exercise 4
Question 27

For Question 27, candidates were required to write a diary entry describing their experience of publishing a
school magazine. They were asked to introduce the content of the magazine, describe the difficulties they
encountered, and reflect on areas they could improve.

Most candidates were aware that they should write between 100 and 120 characters, and successfully
addressed the tasks given in the bullet points within the character limit.

Many candidates addressed all three-bullet points well in their diary. Some needed to explain/describe what
makes this celebrity unique more clearly to access higher content marks. A brief justification is required to
show candidates’ understanding of the question.

In terms of language use, many candidates demonstrated that they could use simple grammatical structures
effectively and precisely. To reach the highest mark band, candidates also needed to show that they can use
more complex structures and sophisticated language accurately. Candidates are reminded not to use pinyin

in their writing exercise.

Exercise 5
Question 28

Question 28 was a task that invited candidates to present arguments for and against a topic, concluding with
their own point of view. This year, candidates were asked to write a letter to their headteacher expressing
their opinions on whether teachers should select a school representative or whether students should be the
ones to make the selection for attending a match.

Two written comments were provided as a stimulus to provoke candidates into thinking about the topic.
Candidates were not obliged to include these and could use their own ideas and opinions. These were given
as suggestions of the arguments which may be put forward, and it was expected that candidates would not
simply re-state the ideas provided but present their own ideas and opinions as well.

Most candidates could clearly state their opinions. The key to success in this section is to make sure ideas
are fully developed, using connective words where appropriate. Candidates needed to generate persuasive
arguments and to engage the reader’s interest to be awarded the highest marks. The highest scoring essays
contained interesting and sustained personal opinions in respect of the given issue with well-developed
ideas.
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In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters accurately.
Candidates should be reminded that the use of idioms and sayings only enhances the quality of the
language when used appropriately.
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CHINESE AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0523/02
Listening

Key messages

e Candidates are expected to identify the key information through a range of spoken material, including
talks and conversations and to be able to respond to factual information as well as abstract ideas.

e In Exercise 1 to 3 candidates are required to provide short answers to questions in Chinese characters
or pinyin. They can write either in simplified or traditional characters. If a candidate has chosen to write
their answers in pinyin instead of characters, there is no requirement to use tones on the pinyin, and the
spelling of the pinyin does not have to conform to the standard spelling rules. However, the answer
must be completely unambiguous within the context.

e Candidates should choose either the traditional or simplified character version of the paper. They must
write all their answers within their chosen section of the question paper booklet. Candidates must not
answer in both versions. If a candidate starts to answer in one part of the booklet by mistake and then
moves to a different character version, they must cross out any work that they do not wish the Examiner
to consider.

o Candidates should attempt all questions; write clear and legible responses in the spaces provided in the
question paper. Candidates should not write over their initial answers. Attempts that cannot be read,
may not be credited.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed confidently in this year’s examination, with many showing clear progress in
their ability to identify key information from a variety of spoken materials. Most responses were concise and
accurate, and stronger candidates demonstrated careful attention to contextual clues and avoided
distractors.

Character accuracy continues to improve, though errors in radical choice or strokes occasionally led to
ambiguity. Some candidates attempted answers in pinyin but with incorrect spelling or tones, resulting in a
loss of marks. Questions requiring an understanding of attitude and nuanced meaning remained the most
difficult, while multiple-choice questions generally produced good outcomes, although maintaining focus
proved challenging for a number of candidates.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1
Question 1 to 6

Most candidates attempted these short-answer questions successfully, showing a strong comprehension of
basic information. High achievers provided precise, single answers without unnecessary details. Common
mistakes included copying distractor information from the recording or using incorrect characters that
changed the meaning. In most cases, a short, direct response is the most successful.

Question 1

This question was quite well attempted. Most candidates understood the whole conversation and wrote down
the correct answer J&&.1 in characters with ease. Another activity was mentioned, % 7 &, was mentioned in
the conversation but was incorrect, which distracted some candidates.
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Question 2

The majority of candidates answered this question quite well. The expected response was % & (#X) .
The word #. X is not required in the answer. The incorrect answer % % or ‘xi lan’ were not credited.

Question 3

This question was also well answered. Many candidates were able to write the correct answer 5 & with
ease. Incorrect answers such as #%t T or #5 2X, were not accepted.

Question 4

This question tests attitude, which many candidates found particularly challenging. The correct answers
credited were #4814 or 1% iF. Some candidates gave 1% & instead of {7 ¥, which was not accepted. Any
response containing both a correct and an incorrect answer was considered invalid. Candidates are advised
to provide only the one answer they feel most confident about.

Question 5

Most candidates responded well to this question. To gain one mark, answers conveying the meaning of
‘expensive’ or ‘over budget’ were accepted, but responses such as ‘comfortable’ were not credited.

Question 6

Most candidates did well on this question, although some found it challenging. The correct answer was ‘i
J&’. Some candidates were unable to write the characters and responded in pinyin instead; these answers
were accepted as long as the spelling and tones were unambiguous.

Exercise 2
Question 7 (a) — (h)

Candidates generally performed well in this gap-fill exercise where they heard a longer spoken extract about
the term of ‘beautiful good-for-nothing’. Candidates are advised to read each question carefully before
listening to the recording. Candidates should not only listen for the correct targeted detail in the recording but
also check their responses carefully to make sure the words used make sense in the sentence. Candidates
should not include the words which are already part of the sentence printed on the question paper before or
after each gap as part of their answer.

(a) Overall, this question was very well attempted. Many candidates gained 1 mark by writing the word
#4713 accurately. Occasionally the character 3 was missed and this was not accepted.

(b) This question proved challenging for some candidates, as although they may have learnt the word
iz 3L, they were not necessarily able to apply it correctly as the answer. The character iz 3L was
often difficult to write accurately, so some candidates opted to respond in pinyin, which was
accepted provided the spelling and tones were correct.

(c) Many candidates were able to provide i} as the correct answer to this question. Some attempts,
such as 4 or it {i: were considered as incorrect as they did not convey the meaning of ‘being
dated'.

(d) This was consistently well answered by the vast majority of candidates. The expected response

was k4. The incorrect radical or pinyin were not accepted as they conveyed different meanings.

(e) The correct answer to this question was 442 or 784, words describing the feeling of being
relaxed. Although ‘B & or 7F& were mentioned in the recording, they were not accepted as correct
answers to this question.

(f) This question was very challenging for candidates. Candidates should listen carefully to the context
before attempting their answers. The key information was ‘to save time when choosing gifts’, not
‘bringing surprise’ or ‘no need to buy gifts’.
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(9) The performance on this question was good. The majority of candidates understood and were able
to write the word 3 3% with ease. Occasionally, candidates wrote A instead of 2 #%; this was not
credited.

(h) This question was answered well by most candidates, with many writing the correct answer 7 &

accurately. Incorrect answers such as 4% or 7 & were not credited.
Exercise 3
Question 8 (a) — (h)

In this exercise, candidates have to correct a detail in a sentence that contains a piece of incorrect
information. Candidates heard a longer spoken text about an Opera Conductor. Candidates are advised to
read each given sentence thoroughly before listening to the recording. It is also helpful for candidates to
identify the type of word needed to correct the sentence, e.g. a noun/verb/adjective. Candidates also need to
be careful not to rewrite the incorrect words already given in the sentence.

(a) This question was well answered. Most candidates understood the context and were able to write
the correct answer % 1. Any attempts such as Kk A & or 442 were not credited.

(b) This question tested candidates’ understanding of attitude vocabulary. The correct answer is i 1,
which many candidates successfully provided. No credit was given where the incorrect character
fm was written instead of 1.

(c) The expected response for this question was %7 = i, with /% # 4 A, also accepted. Some
incorrect attempts such as X # 7 or =4 X were not accepted.

(d) This question was well answered. Many candidates were able to write the key answer /%
accurately in characters. Some candidates wrote 7% instead of /% as a typo, but this impeded the
communication and could not gain a mark.

(e) This question required candidates to process the information cognitively and provide the correct
answer X /2 to complete the sentence. Many candidates identified the key information and wrote
the correct answer; however, attempts such as 7~ 1% % were not accepted unless expressed as the
correctly written verb phrase 474 % %4, which could be awarded a mark.

(f) There was a high level of success in this question, with the expected response &4k being
correctly identified from the recording. Occasionally, the character % was incorrectly written as 4k,
which was not accepted.

(9) This question was less well attempted than others in this exercise. The correct answer was #1i%,
not # 5. Some candidates wrote % kA% 1% 4915 5, which was close to the meaning of the text but
not a complete and straightforward answer.

Exercise 4
Question 9 (a) — (h)

Overall, candidates performed well on the multiple-choice questions, which tested their ability to infer details
from an interview with a photographer. Average scores were around 6 out of 8. The first four questions were
answered more successfully than the last four, indicating that sustaining focus over time remains an area for
improvement. Question 9h proved to be the most challenging, with a significant number of candidates
selecting the wrong option, particularly option A. Some candidates misused these as references for other
questions, such as 7d and 7e. It is advised that candidates need to practise on longer time concentration
when listening to the longer piece of text towards the end of the exam.
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CHINESE AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0523/03
Speaking

Key messages

Teacher/examiners should introduce each candidate at the beginning of the recording.

e The timings should be Presentation, 2 — 3 minutes, Topic Conversation, 4 — 5 minutes and General
Conversation, 4 — 5 minutes. Timings which are too long or too short will disadvantage candidates.

e Part 1, Presentation should be related to Chinese culture or an aspect of life in a Chinese-speaking
country or community. A list of example topics can be found in later pages in this report.

e Part 2, Topic Conversation should be an interactive discussion based on but not repeating the
content of Presentation in Part 1. All questions in this session should be relevant to candidate’s
Presentation.

e Part 3, General Conversation should start with the teacher/examiner asking a question, and be
conducted as an interactive conversation, not another presentation or a monologue from candidates.
Simply delivering monologues will not provide opportunities to show comprehension and
responsiveness skills and so will disadvantage candidates.

e  Teacher/examiners should ensure that questions in both the Topic Conversation and General
Conversation offer candidates plenty of opportunities to express opinions and justifications so as to
reach the higher levels in the Mark Scheme.

e To achieve high marks in the Conversation sessions, candidates need to demonstrate they can handle
unexpected questions with natural and spontaneous responses.

e Atleast two topics should be covered in the General Conversation: one has to be from Areas A — B and
one from Areas C — D as set in the syllabus.

General comments

A full range of candidates’ performances have been heard this year. There were many examples of
interesting presentations where candidates showed evidence of thorough research and planning. Most
teacher/examiners were very confident in conducting the exam, listened carefully to each candidate, asking a
series of excellent searching questions pitched at the level and depth appropriate to this syllabus. In the
General Conversations, centres usually covered a good balance of topic areas from the syllabus, ensuring a
varied range of subjects were discussed.

The best performances were where candidates were given opportunities to provide extended responses
where they could exhibit their command of the language, or when they were engaged in meaningful
discussions, expressing and defending their own opinions. Candidates gained marks for responding
spontaneously to questions and contributing to the conversation by conveying their ideas with clarity and
precision. The strongest candidates also showed consistent and precise use of a wide range of vocabulary
and a variety of structures to articulate their perspectives effectively.

Conduct of the test

The vast majority of teacher/examiners were familiar with the requirements of the IGCSE Chinese as a
Second Language Speaking test and understood the importance of their role. It is important to announce the
centre’s information and candidate’s information at the beginning of each recording. The introduction of each
part of the test and flow from one session to the next should be in Chinese so as to avoid candidates
switching in between languages. Timings which are either too short or too long will disadvantage candidates
and so is unfair to them.

Teacher/examiners are reminded to keep their questions brief and clear, more opinion-based than fact-
based, so as to support candidates to give an extended answer with their ideas and thoughts. In a very small
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number of cases, questions were too long and lost, which have taken much of the exam time and made it
difficult for candidates to follow and respond.

Recorded sample: quality and composition

While most centres had submitted an appropriate sample and correct documents to Submit for Assessment,
in a number of cases the quality of the recordings were poor with background noise which has not only
potentially affected candidate’s performance but also made the moderation process difficult. Centres are
reminded to find a quieter room for recording as well as to spot check the quality of all recordings and the
completion of each recording before uploading to the Submit for Assessment platform.

Internal moderation

When a total mark has been changed as the result of internal moderation, the breakdown of marks should
also be updated accordingly to avoid any confusion with clerical errors. Guidelines for the Internal
Moderation of Speaking tests are available on the samples database:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples

Application of the mark scheme

The mark scheme was generally well understood and applied correctly. In cases where downward
adjustments to marks were made, this was often where material from the presentation was repeated, and so
candidates had not presented new evidence of language/structures. Other examples included where
responses were more like a monologue or seemed over-prepared and so were missing the element of
naturalness and spontaneity.

Comments on specific questions

Presentation

Most candidates have taken the opportunity to carry out extended research on a topic of their own interest
on an aspect of Chinese culture or life in a Chinese-speaking country or community. They have
demonstrated a logical organisation of personal opinions and reflections alongside their findings, which
made their presentation more meaningful and engaging. It is recommended that candidates state the title of
their presentation before they start, speak clearly to avoid swallowing words and do not rely solely on
memorisation when they present.

The topics heard this year were diverse, indicating candidates’ attentiveness towards traditions as well as to
social and current affairs in their living communities. A variety of topics are listed here as an example.

e  Traditional festivals and celebrations, for example, #F %8, + =4 ¥, &L, Tk, 1747, FRIR,
FRAY, FTRGFK, LI EFEAD, EmH, PHFHAMNRR, —twWHR, XE, etc

e  Traditional customs and history, for example, F B4&4s, & X FEALTL, FEGELIL, ZHF,
T, RK, ER, #AZF, etc.

e Chinese arts and handicrafts, for example, ¥ ® 7 £ K, FEHRER, #AF, HE, LH5TEE, WKL
M, FiE, Babgdhae, PELE, kEA, L, K, FK, etc.

e Chinese costumes and clothing, for example, ¥ EIR4H, & ¥ 5540, JE4R AR F-k%. H%, R
RE ¥ L RIAERRAM, GRELRM, MEetsE, etc.

e  Chinese cuisines and culinary, for example, ¥ B &#. £ &, K EayP E, MHE, FiE, LT L,
MEALGEZR, YELELRBESE, FERXRETIN, 7 XEH, WMKIKR, K#H, BITKE, $%
WA, weebfed, RER, BAWE, NE, RILA BV, etc.

e Chinese music and instruments, films and performing arts, for example, F B+ %, #£%, 4%, —3#,
TR, AEIMER, SN PEHIEHBGEE, (HL2), FTEHE, Ik, EEHE, PERAFKY,
etc.

e Chinese medicine, Y E5®E, ¥, 4%, etc.

e  Traditional games and martial arts, for example, ¥ B # sias & fest £, + B4, &K, 4, 7%,
K, F ERK, etc.

e  Chinese philosophies and religions, for example, # X F B&9tE %45, a&EFAH%L, TF8% %, ¥OF
REMAEA, P EGKAFE, EARELLSONEEEK, @id (L) FFEEEXZ, etc.
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e Classical classic literature and historical figures or a role model from modern society, for example, %7
i, w4, Kk, =B, ITEE BEFRHE, 235, HK, Fa, LXHF, 242, Rx, AN
X, ILF, #WE=, BE%, Bk, FN, £FMEGE, TWE, HE, FF44H, etc

e Reflections of life in Chinese speaking regions or societies, for example, Education: & k& AHKF
M, B, &%, JIiEd, YFAEARGEZEEG S, RLNEK, BRFRPER, FEF
BEHA XN, BXKE&H, etc.

Health: B+ V FHME, THF SV FOEREE, SEFFRANGY R, KRAFHZ, etc

Travel and transportation: ¥ E X & X &, TELE, FEHRAL, S4%, FTiF, LHERXE,
¥g, LRAR, etc.

Technology: + E w3z, ¥, ALFRINZRRGH A, BOAM-FE, YEEZHFX, #F, #%2%, 4
Wi, Qi wahAF AT E, Al53EH, etc.

Society and new trends: ¥ E&A D BUR, KAEMMK, BEALR, ALK, RiE, FEALZHLEA,
FTEER S a2, FLEARARG T RN, RBKMEIL, KFEKRERF, etc

The presentation should be the candidate’s own work based on sufficient research on the chosen topic.
Candidates are advised to avoid copying large amounts of material from different sources and using these
unchanged in the presentation as this will affect organisation of materials and coverage of the topic. Over
ambitious language often leads to stilted or less coherent presentations.

Topic Conversation

This part of the Speaking Test should be an interactive conversation, closely relevant to what candidates
have said in their presentation. Examiners should not ask questions which require candidates to repeat what
they have already said in the Presentation, as this will restrict the range of language that candidates produce
and can also cause confusion. The most successful conversations were those where Examiners listened
carefully to the Presentation and asked further open questions that were relevant and logically linked,
which gave candidates opportunities to provide further information, experience, opinions and justifications.
For example, if the Presentation was about a famous local cuisine, the questions in the Topic Conversation
could ask for detailed, further information on anything from the cooking method, special ingredients, personal
experience/memories and comparisons to other cuisines, to deeper discussions on the meaning behind the
local cuisine, links to history and customs, healthy dietary habits, culinary diversity, etc. The timing for this
part is 4 — 5 minutes to allow deeper discussions on the topic and the materials presented in Part 1,
Presentation.

Whilst it is expected that candidates would have thought about and prepared possible follow-up discussions
around their chosen topic, they should NOT know any actual questions in advance. It is important that
Examiners include unexpected questions and changes in direction of the conversation which enable
candidates to show their ability to respond spontaneously, to initiate and maintain conversation in order to
achieve a higher category in the Mark Scheme.

General conversation

At least two topics should be covered in the General Conversation; it has to be one from Areas A and B and
one from Areas C-D. Topics chosen by the teacher/Examiner for the General Conversation should not
overlap with the content of Part Two, Topic Conversation in this Speaking test. A full list of the topics can be
found in the syllabus.

It is good practice to announce the broad topic area before asking the first question, and to link questions
logically. Candidates found difficult to switch with a series of more superficial questions over many different
topics.

The majority of teacher/examiners were fully aware that the level of language and depth to discuss in the
conversation sessions should be beyond that expected of a Foreign Language examination. In a few cases,
questions were too shallow to allow candidates to show their potential. For example, questions on ‘Sports

and exercise’ should be more mature and in-depth, such as, AN AT AFHKIE ) A AREAF 4?2 H A A R4 ?

or H AR A & F 53], 4R 4F%R? rather than more basic questions such as where they play, with
whom, how long for, etc. The best examining was when candidates were invited to express their opinions on
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a topic, or when teacher/examiners raised a particular issue which gave candidates the opportunity to
discuss both sides of the argument. The timing for this part is another 4 — 5 minutes, which makes the whole
timing for each test about 10 — 13 minutes, plus introduction time at the beginning of recording.
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