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FIRST LANGUAGE THAI

Paper 0518/01
Reading and Directed Writing

Key messages

e Candidates should take time to read all questions carefully to ensure they do not miss marks by omitting
part of the task.

e In Question 1(k) candidates should remember that (i) and (ii) require a reason on the writer’s use of
language in the whole phrase — simply giving the definition is insufficient as an acceptable answer.

¢ Candidates should take note of the number of marks available for each question — if there are 2 marks
then they should try to find 2 discrete points for their answers.

e For Question 2, candidates should ensure they refer to all three bullet points, and attempt to develop,
evaluate, or analyse the facts, ideas, and opinions using information from both passages. Candidates
should make their own judgements based on the ideas and examples in the passages.

General comments

This year, candidates performed very well in general. Many responses were insightful and interesting to
read.

In order to do well, candidates need to answer the questions using their own words, rather than copying
large sections from the original reading text.

Responses to the sub-questions in Question 1 revealed that the main points in Passage 1 were clearly
understood and many candidates responded well to the more straightforward questions.

Whilst many candidates answered Question 2 adequately, many appeared to summarise or lift information
from both texts without development, analysis, or evaluation of the facts, ideas, and opinions present in the
texts. Some candidates did not present the 3 bullet points of the task into 3 paragraphs for the benefit of the
reader.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Strong candidates with good reading skills have clearly identified, and were able to interpret, explicit and
implicit information, including the writer’s attitude. They were able to demonstrate a strong understanding of
how the writer used language to convey emotion and influence readers. The stronger responses identified
keywords in the text and utilised them in their answers.

Candidates would benefit from reading various kinds of writing, such as figurative language (idioms,
metaphors, similes, quotes, proverbs, and sayings) in order to identify and interpret explicit and implicit
information from the context. They are reminded not to write answers that cover all possibilities to a question
that asks for one or two points. In addition, all underlined words need to be included when interpreting the
meaning.

Question 2

In terms of the best responses, there was evidence of a wide range of appropriate vocabulary used. This
allowed for the expression of deeper and more nuanced meanings. Spelling, punctuation and grammar were
almost always accurate, with few omissions. The use of tone, style and register was wholly appropriate
regarding audience and context. The content appropriately linked the topic, which reflected good forethought
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and planning by most candidates. More capable candidates were able to engage their fellow students and
used persuasive language that would pique interest in the school trip as indicated in the question. In this
task, candidates were required to use their own words — it was insufficient to copy large chunks of text from
the article without development, evaluation or analysis.

Stronger responses were able to develop, evaluate and analyse all elements of the task, including: the
attractive scenery and surroundings of Ban Sapan, the positive outlook of the villagers, and the activities
available for visitors to the village. These answers included a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from
both passages. The responses were able to select and synthesise information and strike a balance between
rewriting the task from given information and developing ideas and language for specific purposes.

Some candidates wrote about ‘the positive outlook of the villagers’ without further analysis, evaluation, or
development, and without using ideas and opinions from the passages, thus only partially satisfying the task.

Candidates are reminded that they must carefully read the question and instructions before writing, and must
include all 3 bullet points required in the task using their own judgement, based on the ideas and examples
in the passages. All three bullet points of the task should be presented in different paragraphs for the benefit
of the reader.

In addition, candidates should practise writing an introduction and a summary paragraph to attract and
convince the readers instead of copying the introduction and conclusion information from the passages.

It is important for candidates to maintain a consistent use of appropriate tone, style and register regarding
audience and context, which enhances the overall coherence of their writing.
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FIRST LANGUAGE THAI

Paper 0518/02
Composition

Key messages

e Candidates should read the instructions clearly and ensure that they select only one question per
section, with a total of two questions to answer. They should also read all the questions before selecting
which ones to answer.

e Candidates should study the syllabus and mark scheme prior to the examination, to ensure that they
understand the requirements of each piece of writing.

e Itis recommended that candidates aim to write between 350 and 450 words, as excessively long
responses (beyond 450 words) may fail to demonstrate mastery of content and structure.

e Candidates should be aware of the target audience of each piece of writing, ensuring the use of
appropriate register and tone throughout.

¢ Candidates should ensure that their writing is legible and easy to read.

e Candidates should avoid unnecessarily complicated sentence structures, e.g. passive voice,
unnecessary nominalisation (A151, AU, até), unnecessary perfect tense (164in15) or redundant
expressions e.g., Havsaa, tmdaualduag, Aasraauay, Aaduslag

e Candidates should avoid unnecessarily complex vocabulary that does not match with the tone or the
register of the writing.

General comments

Section 1

Question 1(b), ‘Teenagers and music’ (Jaquiuaun3) was the most popular while Question 1(d), ‘Buying
collectibles is a waste of money without benefit’ (ms«uaﬂuamyaum‘luamﬂaaoimmﬂmﬂsyinﬁu) was the
least popular.

Strong candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the question expectations and used evidential
and supportive examples to clarify their complex ideas. Strong candidates in this section employed
persuasive techniques successfully, with the use of excellent introduction and conclusion techniques such as
song lyrics, quotations, imagery, or idioms to draw attention or impress audiences. These candidates used
appropriate register and maintained a consistent tone throughout their writing. They demonstrated an
impressive organisation of information and ideas within their written pieces as well. Rationalised and clear
illustration including personal experiences, examples, and explanation was given to support the complex
ideas which helped to create the credibility of the writing. They used appropriately complex grammar, precise
words and a wide range of vocabulary correctly to create shades of meaning.

Weaker responses tended to answer the question in a straightforward manner with little attempt to develop
supporting facts, ideas or opinions. These candidates either tended to write in a descriptive manner without
using persuasive techniques, or the facts and examples they used to support ideas were not strong enough.
Most of the unsuccessful responses demonstrated a limited understanding or lack of information of the
chosen topic or misunderstanding of the question’s expectations without clear links between paragraphs.
Although these candidates attempted to demonstrate an understanding of persuasive/argumentative writing
in Section 1, they struggled to employ language that would convince and persuade readers effectively. In
order to fulfil the expectation of the minimum word counts, some weaker responses rambled on with no
direction in their writing. This opened up more possibilities for mistakes in sentence structure, vocabulary,
spelling, and content structure.

It is clear that most strong responses provided sufficient information or evidence on the chosen topics.
Hence, in order to improve, candidates should select questions about which they have a good level of
knowledge in order to provide sufficient information and employ appropriate vocabulary to persuade the
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readers. Candidates should also pay more attention to the question expectations and carefully plan their
writing, perhaps using the PEEL technique (Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link). The language used should
be appropriate for each text type or the question chosen and should reflect the candidate’s mastery of the
register. The candidates who chose Question 1(c) and 1(d) in particular, needed to avoid presenting a
balanced argument, as the questions asked whether the candidates agreed or disagreed with the statement
given. An attempt to present a balanced argument can sometimes lead to confusion when employing poor
organisation of ideas and information. Instead, they should try to focus on developing a clear and coherent
argument that supports their chosen position.

Section 2

Question 2(d), ‘Grandpa’s robot’ (viuausiuadnaiil) was the most popular question, while Question 2(b)
‘Describe what you see and hear in front of a cinema’ '
(WidauussenadeninBauiunaslddununinTsonwaussurionile) was the least popular.

Strong candidates of this section were able to distinguish between descriptive (Question 2(a) and 2(b)) and
narrative writings (Question 2(c) and 2(d)) and were able to apply their understanding of descriptive
techniques or narrative devices successfully according to their selected topic. Strong responses were able to
engage readers with a wide range of imaginative ideas or complexity of their thoughts through excellent uses
of descriptive or narrative devices to create an effective atmosphere or build up tension. Abstract feelings like
gratitude, empathy, or forgiveness, could be used to enhance the depth of the writing. Strong candidates
used a wide range of vocabulary, which were well chosen, precise and appropriate to the text type.
Moreover, the best candidates showed consistency of tone, used register appropriately, demonstrated well-
organised writing, and used grammar and vocabulary correctly, enhancing the overall quality of their written
piece.

For the descriptive task, weaker responses tried to show an awareness of the descriptive writing, but they
could only demonstrate limited language and vocabulary to express feelings, emotions and atmosphere. A
number of candidates demonstrated some understanding of descriptive techniques. However, they focused
more on recounting events and demonstrated a lack of direction with little attention paid to sequencing and
the structure of their writing. For the narrative task, weaker responses tended to demonstrate a simple series
of events and the narrative devices applied were not very successful. Unequal or inappropriate importance
might be given to certain sections of their writing causing some parts to become too long or too short. The
use of unnecessary hyper-sophisticated vocabulary for both types of writing also badly affected the writing.

In order to make improvements, candidates should ensure that they understand the differences between
descriptive and narrative writing. They should pay more attention to their writing plan in order to ensure that
their writing contains a clear and sufficiently complex theme. Apart from language accuracy, candidates
should also pay attention to the use of appropriate register and tone of writing.

Comment on Style and Accuracy

All candidates should pay attention to the accuracy of spelling, sentence structure and paragraphing. Most
errors were caused by inaccurate usage of vocabulary, misinterpretation of idioms, or poor formatting, such
as lack of paragraphs. Excessively long writing (up to 3—4 pages) could indicate a lack of planning. A lot of
sentence structures borrowed from English e.g. passive voice or unnecessary hominalisation are still seen in
most writings. A number of candidates failed to show their awareness in simple punctuation; sentence
separation (spacing) and paragraphing, which could result in misunderstanding by readers. Candidates
should also remember to avoid unnecessary punctuation marks such as commas, question marks or
guotation marks especially in formal writing.

Although they showed a good level of accuracy, many candidates used basic or repetitive vocabulary to
communicate general meaning. It is recommended for the candidates to use a wider variety of word choices
and appropriately sophisticated sentence structures to achieve particular effects in their audience. It also has
to be noted that appropriate writing style and register reflects the candidates’ mastery of the language.
Although some of the writings are targeted at teenagers, they are still published to wider groups of audiences
who could be sensitive to the limited level of politeness and formality of the language. Slang, colloguial words
or so called ‘teenager language’ e.g., umdn, 314, Alae, 1fluaglsd, uuy, 1@, wag, waududatiudiads,
figAanazAmuauauna, wusdsgaunisal etc., should be avoided when more formally accepted terms or
phrases could be applied. Although necessary or popularly accepted transliterated words e.g., AnauLdsa,
fing, 11l Tu are acceptable, the candidates should keep in mind that these transliteration words should be
used only when they are not replaceable by Thai words and should be spelt accurately. One area for
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improvement for the candidates is handwriting. This includes letters that were too small, cursive handwriting
that was hard to read, and splitting words across lines.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Question 1

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Although the audience of this question was not clearly specified, strong candidates were clear in
setting specific audiences and wrote with appropriate tone and register. These candidates created
well-structured writing with realistic and creative suggestions about how to organise a good school
New Year’s event. Strong candidates could offer interesting opinions and suggestions with the use
of positive and negative experiences from their past school events and could connect those
experiences to their suggestions for better organisation. Strong responses showed the complexity
of the ideas that demonstrated an awareness of environmental issues, such as waste, or
highlighted the importance of activities that helped bond teachers, students, and parents, rather
than merely focusing on enjoyment, good food, availability of restrooms, etc. Formal register and
persuasive tone were maintained throughout. Successful responses were precise and
straightforward while also showing humility and politeness. Candidates should consider how to
appropriately give comments on negative experiences, with constructive suggestions for
improvements. The suggestions for attracting more people should be creatively as well as
realistically thought out.

Successful candidates focused on the importance of music for people and linked it well with the
importance of music in teenagers’ lives. They made a range of interesting points to convince their
peers to see the importance of music for teenagers as part of their personal experience. They gave
creative and realistic suggestions on how teenagers should interact with music as well as how
music helps teenagers to develop themselves. Strong candidates demonstrated an ability to draw
from their own experiences, such as being able to play music, participating in music competitions,
and explaining how music has benefited their lives. They could discuss friendships formed through
music and the support received from the school in musical activities, illustrating that music is like a
close friend in their lives. Complex ideas, e.g., ‘music connects people around the world’ or ‘music
is the foundation of culture’ helped enrich the writing and persuade the readers. Strong candidates
used appropriate register and tone and presented their ideas in the format of an article, not a list of
points. Successful language could employ some necessary informal but polite usage to attract the
reader. However, it should be kept in mind that an online article is accessible to various different
audiences and language formality and politeness should be considered.

Successful candidates indicated clearly whether they agreed or disagreed with the statement
‘Visiting the museum is better than the zoo.” Some also gave a broad and deep knowledge of a
wide range of museums or zoos and used this information to persuade the readers effectively.
Clear and enriched rationalised evidence or personal experiences were given to demonstrate the
importance or benefit of these two places. Some also demonstrated their critical thinking skills by
categorising various life enrichments earned by a visit to one or both places. They provided
convincing explanations and evidence to support their opinions. The arguments were well
developed and linked in a logical way. Candidates should keep in mind that argumentative or
discursive writing that solely or mostly tells personal experience without giving concrete rationales
using relevant opinion, facts and ideas would limit the chance to score well. Although a balanced
argument is acceptable for this question, the candidate should ensure that they deliver a clear
personal perspective to readers.

Successful candidates stated clearly whether they agreed or disagreed with the statement ‘Buying
collectibles is a waste of money without benefit’. Some strong candidates demonstrated critical
thinking skills by differentiating clearly between the role of collectibles and other appliances.
Sufficient and convincing rationale and examples were given to justify their ideas. Specific reasons
were given to support their ideas along with clear examples, relevant details to convince readers.
Candidates should be aware that giving solely the advantages and disadvantages of buying
collectibles without linking this to the topic could reflect a lack of planning and logical sequencing in
their writing. Although a balanced argument is acceptable for this question, candidates should
ensure that they deliver a clear personal perspective to readers.

Section 2
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Strong candidates were able to give well-developed and well-sequenced descriptions including a
variety of interesting details and images. The reader could enter into the atmosphere because of
the use of appropriate and well-chosen vocabulary. The structure of the response was clear and
consistent. Candidates should keep in mind that connecting the concrete images or atmosphere
with well-developed abstract ideas would lead to more successful descriptive writing. Some
examples are describing the ‘convenience store’ as ‘source of livelihood’, ‘history of the community’
or ‘happy moment’ and the ‘cinema’ as a place for ‘good memories’, ‘friendship’ or ‘family
gathering’. Appropriate use of literary devices such as imagery, simile, onomatopoeia, metaphor, or
Thai idioms or sayings helped to create a clear overall picture and maintain the reader’s attention.
It is well noted that the focus of the description should be on the requirements of the questions, a
convenience store or a cinema. Some weaker responses paid more attention to the journey to
these places which could limit the success of the writing. Candidates should also remember that
although the writing should describe complex images and the atmosphere, the writing should flow
naturally without cramming in too much information. It is never expected that, when writing with the
sensory technique, that all five senses must be included.

Successful candidates created an interesting plot and maintained the reader’s engagement with
the build-up of tension of the story with a well-managed climax. Character development was
reasonable and realistic. The strongest candidates typically created characters and settings with
clear conflicts and resolutions. There is also a possibility that some conflicts did not resolve, and
the ending was left as a cliffhanger, prompting readers to think further. However, candidates must
not aim to end a story with a twist only. There were many candidates who selected to work on
narrative writing with a twist ending and mostly unsuccessfully managed the climax of the story.
Candidates should keep in mind not to write an essay, describe an event, or tell a personal
experience without an awareness of how to maintain the reader’s interest by effectively employing
narrative devices. Candidates should ensure that they are familiar with the mark scheme prior to
the examination, which would help them understand the expectations of the examiners. Also,
candidates should keep in mind that the story should be publishable to a wide range of readers.
Inappropriate content e.g., content that is too violent, should be avoided.
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