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Reading and Directed Writing

Key messages

e Candidates should read all questions carefully so that they will not miss marks by overlooking part of the
task.

e For Question 1, candidates should consider the number of marks available for each part. For example,
3 marks usually indicates their answers should contain 3 distinct points.

e For Question 2, candidates should ensure they include all 3 main points to answer the question. It is
important to analyse, evaluate, or develop the provided information in order to gain higher marks.

General comments

In general, candidates successfully completed the tasks by demonstrating a clear understanding of the
provided text, as evident in their responses to the questions. Many candidates responded to Passage 1 with
insight and precision, achieving high marks. Additionally, the majority of candidates performed very well in
Question 2. The authenticity, development of ideas, and effective use of language in their answers were key
factors in the classification of marks.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

There was a clear distinction between the strong and weak candidates. Although most candidates could
understand the literal meaning of the text very well, many struggled with the interpretation, language usage,
and idiomatic parts of the given text. Several candidates received high marks for questions about content, but
lost marks for questions about the meaning and implication of the language used. As for the author’s use of
language questions, several candidates provided well-formed answers, whereas some candidates struggled
to articulate their idea into the written answer.

Strong candidates were able to understand both the surface story and the underlying message, demonstrating
comprehension and answering the questions correctly. However, some candidates still need further practice
in interpreting literary texts and identifying implicit meanings.

Candidates are reminded that they must read and understand each question clearly, especially where the
task indicates that two separate and distinct answers are required. In these cases, it is essential that
candidates provide the answers in the correct order, as demonstrated in Questions 1(b) and 1(f). The term

‘e’ refers to the purpose or aim of the journey, whereas “insnz’ indicates the cause or reason for an event.

In addition, for questions that include question words such as ‘Mﬁﬂgﬂulm’ ©.g., 1(f)), candidates must identify
the action that changed the situation, rather than speculate or offer subjective thoughts.

Interpreting implicit information remains a challenge for many candidates. Candidates are encouraged to
carefully consider the relevant context of underlined words. See, for example, Questions 1 (j)(i), (ii), (iii) and
1 (k): where candidates are required to look beyond the immediate context, to understand how similes

. . . 3 a .
convey deeper meaning and are not merely cosmetic. For instance, 2y4117tl (monument) as used in the
exam paper as part of a simile carries symbolic weight, representing strength, greatness, or majesty.
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Candidates would benefit from more practise in answering comprehension questions accurately. They should
practise how to understand and interpret the questions correctly, respond directly and clearly to what is being
asked of them, and ensure they answer every part of a multi-part question.

Moreover, candidates should be encouraged to read widely and develop their vocabulary, including idioms,
proverbs, and metaphoric expressions. This will help them explain and interpret both explicit and implicit
meanings more accurately in literary texts.

Question 2

The majority of candidates successfully combined Passages 2 and 3 and rewrote them to cover all required
points. Many candidates tended to copy directly from the given text rather than build their sentences and
developed their ideas. Therefore, they were not able to reach the high band, even if they could select many
required points because of a lack of development, and direct copying and pasting. Ideal candidates were
those who could strike a good balance between rephrasing the given information and developing their ideas
and expressing them in their own language beyond the provided texts

In terms of writing, the calibre of their answers has shown mostly good understanding and decent structure
with some good organisation of ideas and information, though there were some mistakes found, such as
misspellings, grammatical errors and language usage. However, these were minor and did not prevent the
overall communication.

Candidates are reminded that they must read the questions and instructions carefully before writing, and
must include all 3 main points required in the task with their own judgements based on the ideas and
examples in the passages. An introduction, followed by paragraphs each expanding on each different idea,
and conclude with a final paragraph, with each section clearly separated for the benefit of the reader.

In addition, candidates should practise writing introductions and summarising passages using their own
words to persuade the reader instead of lifting the introduction and conclusion from the given passages.

It is also important for candidates to properly maintain accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammair,
including appropriate use of language in their written answers. The tone and style should generally be kept
formal unless indicated otherwise.

Finally, candidates should also be encouraged to use persuasive language techniques throughout their
article to enhance their message and better convince the reader. It is importgnt to include the use of

transition words in their writing task such as: wiiazaseagdn, agslsfionn, Inaiuguuds, wind,

Ineannzegnedls, 9. uaz..., wanaini, We..., lindidu. This will help their writing flow more naturally and
keep the reader engaged.
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FIRST LANGUAGE THAI

Paper 0518/02
Composition

Key messages

e Candidates should read the instructions carefully and ensure that they select only one question from
each section, with a total of two questions to answer. They should also read all the questions thoroughly
before selecting which ones to answer.

e Candidates should review the syllabus and mark scheme before the examination to ensure that they
fully understand the requirements for each piece of writing.

e Itis recommended that candidates aim to write between 350 and 450 words, as excessively long
responses (beyond 450 words) may fail to demonstrate mastery of content and structure.

e Candidates should be mindful of the target audience for each piece of writing and ensure that the
register and tone are appropriate and consistent throughout.

e Candidates should ensure that their writing is legible and easy to read.

e Candidates should avoid unnecessarily complicated sentence structures, such as excessive use of
passive voice, unnecessary nominalisations (e.g., N9, AWM, atii), redundant perfect tense
constructions (e.g., 'l6ifin135), and unnatural word order—such as switching the positions of direct and
indirect objects (e.g., nulinaiein’laiivin). They should also avoid expressions influenced by foreign
language structures (e.g., ¥naauanlugagn, vazwiarliagluvalasluuy) and redundant phrases like
uassaa, tndaua'liuag, Aasaguay, or Anduditay.

e Candidates should avoid using unnecessarily complex vocabulary that does not align with the tone or
register of the writing.

e In narrative writing, candidates should ensure their writing presents a clear and engaging storyline, with
a well-managed structure that leads to a convincing climax. While narrative writing may include both
factual and imaginative elements, writing should demonstrate imaginative ideas, images, and effective
use of narrative devices.

General comments

Section 1

Strong candidates demonstrated a thorough understanding of the question’s requirements and effectively
used evidence and supporting examples to clarify their complex ideas. They skilfully employed persuasive
techniques, incorporating engaging introductions and conclusions such as song lyrics, quotations, imagery,
or idioms to capture attention and impress the audience. Topics that earned high scores were often those
closely related to candidates’ personal experiences and knowledge, enabling them to clearly explain how to
address the issues. Their writing frequently proposed solutions grounded in the common good, promoting
constructive and practical approaches that encourage community well-being.

These candidates also showed impressive organisation of information and ideas within their work. They
provided rational, clear illustrations supported by personal experiences, examples, and detailed
explanations, which enhanced the credibility of their writing. Throughout their pieces, they maintained an
appropriate register and a consistent tone. Moreover, they employed complex grammar structures, precise
vocabulary, and a wide range of language accurately to convey nuanced meanings effectively.

Weaker responses tended to address the question in a straightforward way, with minimal development of
supporting facts, ideas, or opinions. These candidates often wrote descriptively without employing
persuasive techniques, or their facts and examples were insufficiently strong to support their arguments.
Many unsuccessful responses showed limited understanding of the chosen topic or misinterpreted the
question’s requirements, resulting in unclear connections between paragraphs. Although some candidates
attempted persuasive or argumentative writing in Section 1, they struggled to use language effectively to
convince and persuade readers. To meet the minimum word count, weaker responses sometimes became
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unfocused and repetitive, which increased the likelihood of errors in sentence structure, vocabulary, spelling,
and overall content organisation.

It is evident that most strong responses provided ample information and evidence on their chosen topics. To
improve, candidates should select questions they are knowledgeable about, enabling them to offer sufficient
details and use appropriate vocabulary to persuade readers effectively. They should also pay close attention
to the question’s expectations and carefully plan their writing, possibly employing the PEEL technique (Point,
Evidence, Explanation, Link). The language used must be suitable for the text type or question and
demonstrate the candidate’s command of the appropriate register.

While balanced arguments or counter arguments are acceptable, candidates who chose Questions 1(c) and
1(d) in particular needed to clearly state whether they agreed or disagreed with the given statement.
Attempts to present a balanced argument sometimes resulted in confusion due to poor organisation of ideas
and information. Instead, candidates should focus on developing a clear, coherent argument that strongly
supports their chosen position.

Section 2

Strong candidates in this section demonstrated a clear understanding of the differences between descriptive
writing (Questions 2(a) and 2(b)) and narrative writing (Questions 2(c) and 2(d)). They successfully applied
relevant descriptive techniques or narrative devices according to their chosen topic. In descriptive responses,
strong candidates created vivid atmospheres enriched with abstract emotions that added depth to their
writing — for instance, gratitude, empathy, or forgiveness in Question 2(a), and hope, curiosity, or alienation
in Question 2(b).

In narrative writing, strong responses effectively engage readers through a wide range of imaginative ideas
and complex thought processes, skilfully using narrative devices to build tension and maintain interest.
These candidates also demonstrated a wide and well-chosen vocabulary appropriate to the text type,
enhancing precision and impact. Furthermore, the strongest responses maintained a consistent tone,
employed the correct register, displayed clear and logical organisation, and used grammar and vocabulary
accurately — greatly contributing to the overall quality of the writing.

In the descriptive task, weaker responses showed some awareness of descriptive writing but demonstrated
only limited use of language and vocabulary to convey feelings, emotions, and atmosphere. While a number
of candidates displayed a basic understanding of descriptive techniques, many focused more on recounting
events rather than creating vivid imagery. These responses often lacked clear direction, with insufficient
attention to sequencing and overall structure.

For the narrative task, weaker responses tended to present a straightforward series of events with limited
use of effective narrative devices. Some responses gave disproportionate emphasis to certain parts of the
story, resulting in imbalanced pacing — where sections were either overly long or too brief. Additionally, the
use of unnecessarily complex or overly sophisticated vocabulary in both descriptive and narrative writing
negatively impacted clarity and coherence.

To improve their performance, candidates should ensure they have a clear understanding of the differences
between descriptive and narrative writing. Greater attention should be given to planning their work to ensure
the writing presents a clear and sufficiently developed theme. In addition to achieving language accuracy,
candidates should also focus on maintaining an appropriate register and tone throughout their writing.

Comment on style and accuracy

All candidates should pay close attention to the accuracy of spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.
Most errors stemmed from incorrect vocabulary use, misinterpretation of idioms, or poor formatting — such as
missing paragraphs and excessive spacing. Extremely long responses (3—4 pages) often indicate insufficient
planning. Many writings still exhibit sentence structures influenced by English, including overuse of passive
voice and unnecessary nominalisations. Several candidates also showed a lack of awareness of basic
punctuation, sentence separation, and paragraphing, which can lead to confusion for readers. Additionally,
candidates should avoid unnecessary punctuation marks such as commas, question marks, or quotation
marks, especially in formal writing.

Although many candidates demonstrated a good level of accuracy, they often relied on basic or repetitive
vocabulary that conveyed only a general meaning. Some also used inappropriate pronouns (e.g., referring to
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a grandmother with the pronoun w19) or incorrect filler expressions (A1&sat), such as using 3¢ in formal
writing, which created an unsuitable mood and tone for the story.

Candidates are encouraged to use a wider range of vocabulary and appropriately sophisticated sentence
structures to create specific effects on the audience. It is also important to note that appropriate writing style
and register reflect a candidate’s mastery of the language. While some pieces are intended for teenage
readers, they are still published to a broader audience who may be sensitive to overly casual language or a
lack of formality. Therefore, slang, colloquial expressions, or so-called ‘teenage language’ — such as
Tndaunuusie, 90'ld, Awae, Huaglsi, wuy, 1@, wiag, and wasdsyaunisai—should be avoided when more
formal and widely accepted alternatives are available.

Although commonly used transliterated terms such as uwanwWasuy, walwaiaty, and eUTam are
acceptable, candidates should use them only when no suitable Thai equivalent exists and must ensure
correct spelling. In contrast, words like latéie, 12ias'lwsd, and mauwtnus should be avoided, as widely
accepted Thai alternatives are readily available.

Candidates should also focus on precision and accuracy in word choice, especially when using technical or
formal terms. For example, ‘Certificate Award Ceremony’ should be translated as 9 ungsulszn1@diating, not

o oo

UNBSULie S, which is vague and inaccurate.

In addition, the use of uncommon or illogical figurative language — such as
e uiiauwitiiNialafindusge — can result in unintended emotional tones that stray from the
candidate’s original purpose.

Another area for improvement is handwriting. This includes issues such as excessively small lettering, overly

cursive script that is difficult to read, and improper word breaks across lines. Improving legibility is essential
to ensure the writing can be properly understood and assessed.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

(a) Although the audience and text type for this question were not clearly specified resulting in
responses presented as either letters or articles, strong candidates clearly defined their intended
audience and wrote with an appropriate tone and register. Their writing was well-structured and
offered realistic, creative suggestions for improving community waste management.

These candidates presented thoughtful opinions, often drawing on both positive and negative
personal experiences to support their proposals. Strong responses demonstrated depth and
complexity of thought, showing an awareness of broader environmental issues such as land, water,
and air pollution. Many highlighted the importance of raising community awareness for sustainable
waste management by promoting environmentally conscious behaviour and a sense of
responsibility. This could be achieved through public education or the implementation of legal
measures, rather than simply listing waste disposal methods.

Effective responses were precise and straightforward while maintaining a tone of humility and
politeness. Candidates are encouraged to reflect carefully on how to provide constructive feedback
when discussing negative experiences, and to ensure that their suggestions for encouraging
community participation are both imaginative and practical.

(b) Successful candidates emphasised the overall importance of entertainment media and effectively
connected it to its role in teenagers’ personal development. They presented a variety of compelling
points to persuade their peers of the value of entertainment media, including mass media, social
media, and even online interactive games and communities, drawing from their own experiences.
These candidates offered creative yet realistic suggestions on how teenagers can use such media
positively and explained how it supports different aspects of self-development.

Strong responses demonstrated insight into physical, intellectual, and emotional growth. They
explored complex ideas such as the development of personal attitudes and social skills. For
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example, avoiding judgment based on outward appearances, enhancing problem-solving abilities,
and fostering creativity through diverse entertainment media — all contributing to personal growth
and shaping a successful future. Thought-provoking concepts like ‘entertainment media as a
source of life inspiration’ or ‘social morals conveyed through entertainment media’ enriched the
writing and helped persuade readers.

These candidates used an appropriate register and tone, presenting their ideas in article format
rather than as a list of points. Successful language often included some necessary informal but
polite expressions to engage readers. However, they maintained awareness that an online article is
accessible to a broad audience, so formality and politeness were carefully considered.

It is also important not to misinterpret the question. Some candidates wrote about a competition
project sharing personal experiences of entertainment media and self-development instead of
composing a persuasive article. Additionally, candidates should be cautious when focusing on
benefits of entertainment media outside of self-development. For instance, concentrating only on
stress reduction and enjoyment. Overemphasising these aspects can lead to missing the
opportunity to highlight its core value in personal development.

(c) Successful candidates clearly stated whether they agreed or disagreed with the statement. Many
demonstrated broad and in-depth knowledge of the various advantages and disadvantages of
mobile phone use in general, effectively using this information to persuade readers. They
supported their arguments with well-reasoned evidence and personal experiences to illustrate the
benefits or drawbacks of using phones in the classroom.

Some candidates showcased critical thinking skills by addressing counter arguments, such as
proposing solutions to distractions caused by mobile phones in class. Their explanations were
convincing and well-supported, with arguments logically developed and coherently linked.

Candidates should remember that purely narrative or personal-experience-based writing, without
concrete reasoning supported by relevant opinions, facts, or ideas, may limit their chances of
achieving a high score. Likewise, writing that presents only bullet points or lists without elaboration
or explanation will not effectively persuade readers. While a balanced argument is acceptable,
candidates must ensure their personal viewpoint is clearly communicated to readers.

(d) Successful candidates clearly stated whether they agreed or disagreed with the statement ‘The
consumption of dietary supplements is essential for health’. Strong responses demonstrated critical
thinking by clearly distinguishing between the roles of food and dietary supplements, outlining the
benefits and drawbacks of each. Some candidates further differentiated the effects of supplements
based on different types of consumers, such as teenagers, the elderly, or athletes. Their arguments
were supported with convincing rationale, specific examples, and relevant details to effectively
persuade readers.

Critical thinking was also reflected in the way candidates addressed counter arguments. For
instance, acknowledging the potential risks of supplement use and suggesting that appropriate
consumption should be done under medical supervision. These responses showed logical
development and a clear understanding of the topic.

Candidates should be careful to maintain focus on the relationship between health and dietary
supplements, rather than shifting the emphasis to unrelated areas such as exercise or rest.
Furthermore, merely listing the advantages and disadvantages of supplement use without
connecting them meaningfully to the central argument may indicate a lack of planning and logical
structure.

While balanced arguments are acceptable, candidates must ensure that their personal perspective
is clearly conveyed to the reader.

Section 2

(a) Although Question 2(a) presented a relatable topic, only the strongest candidates were able to
respond effectively by clearly addressing the prompt. These candidates used vivid descriptive
language to portray the atmosphere of the last day of school, including the graduation ceremony,
signing shirts, taking photos, and saying goodbye to teachers and friends. They conveyed heartfelt
reflections on their time at school, often portraying it as a second home, while also expressing the
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emotional transition toward a new and different chapter in life. Their use of figurative language such
as imagery, similes, and idiomatic expressions helped create a vivid and emotionally engaging
narrative.

In contrast, weaker responses often lacked structure and a clear sequence of events. Some began
with unrelated scenes, such as waking up or describing breakfast in the school canteen at great
length, while others focused too much on minor details, such as the first day of enrolment or family
background stories. These digressions caused the writing to stray from the core purpose of the
prompt. Many responses resembled a list of events with little elaboration or emotional depth,
reducing the overall impact of the piece.

Candidates are encouraged to read the prompt carefully and plan their writing with a clear
structure. Emphasis should be placed on conveying feelings and key reflections through well-
ordered scenes and descriptive detail, allowing the writing to be both meaningful and engaging to
the reader.

(b) Stronger candidates provided well-sequenced and detailed descriptions, incorporating a variety of
vivid images and carefully chosen vocabulary demonstrating good imagination in constructing
futuristic imagery. When concrete descriptions are effectively combined with meaningful insights,
the result is more engaging and persuasive descriptive writing. Common features included robots,
flying cars, high-rise buildings, and technology replacing human labour. Some essays expressed
both positive and negative views of the future, highlighting advancements in education, clean
energy, and healthcare, alongside concerns such as environmental degradation, social inequality,
and the impoverished being forced to live underground.

However, a large number of candidates found challenges in structuring their ideas clearly. Their
writing often lacked the logical sequencing and cohesion needed for strong descriptive work.
Instead of connecting concrete imagery with deeper abstract ideas, they listed futuristic concepts
without developing an emotional or atmospheric narrative. Many struggled with language use,
limiting their ability to convey vivid scenes or evoke emotion. Many responses relied heavily on
straightforward explanations rather than descriptive techniques.

For descriptive writing, candidates should remember that effectively linking concrete imagery and
atmosphere with well-developed abstract ideas can lead to more compelling work. For example, a
‘school’ might be portrayed not just as a setting, but as a symbol of ‘friendship,” ‘gratitude,’” or
‘cherished memories’; a ‘city of the future’ might evoke feelings of ‘hope,’ ‘curiosity,” or even
‘alienation.’ The thoughtful use of literary devices — such as imagery, simile, onomatopoeia,
metaphor, or culturally appropriate idioms — can enhance the overall vividness and help sustain the
reader’s engagement. However, while it is important to convey complex scenes and emotions, the
writing should flow naturally and not be overloaded with excessive detail. When using sensory
description, it is also important to note that invoking all five senses is not necessary; quality and
relevance are more important than quantity.

(c) Strong candidates demonstrated a solid understanding of narrative writing by crafting well-
developed stories with engaging plots, meaningful character development, and thoughtful
resolutions. Many stories were enjoyable to read and conveyed moral reflections aligned with the
topic. One memorable example featured a protagonist misunderstood by the school community,
who chose to remain silent, do good deeds, and allow time to reveal the truth and heal emotional
wounds which was a powerful interpretation of the given theme. These candidates also employed
narrative devices effectively, such as developing conflicts, building suspense, and achieving a
satisfying climax. They used precise, expressive language — examples include phrases like
‘teasatitfiuan’ (She knew deep down) and ‘nsztitGunegla’ (Her trusted travel bag) —
demonstrating strong control over tone, register, organisation, grammar, and vocabulary, all of
which elevated the quality of their writing.

On the other hand, some candidates produced interesting stories that unfortunately did not clearly
address the prompt. Many simply inserted the given sentence ‘Time will heal and mend everything’
at the end of their stories, attempting to link it loosely rather than using it as the foundation for plot
development. Candidates who scored in the middle range often introduced too many fragmented
scenes, resulting in a lack of coherence or emotional depth. Their stories frequently lacked well-
aligned problems and resolutions, making the connection to the prompt less convincing.
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(d) Well-written responses demonstrated the ability to develop an engaging plot with rising tension and
a well-managed climax. Characters were realistic and well-developed, and the stories included
appropriate settings, conflicts, and resolutions. Some candidates ended their stories with a twist or
an open ending, which added depth and encouraged further reflection — provided the twist served
the story and was not included solely for surprise value. Successful stories often included
meaningful messages and used expressive language such as ey iaiiLanIRIca’ (a woman at a
crossroads) or ‘savlWautinanfluanaidan’ (cried until the tears turned to blood). These responses
maintained a consistent tone, used appropriate register, and showed strong control of grammar
and vocabulary.

Weaker responses often lost focus, making the walking stick a minor or unrelated detail, which
caused the overall story to lack coherence or impact. Some candidates were also confused about
Thai kinship terms. For instance, referring to a grandmother as ‘eng’ in one sentence and ‘i1’ in
another, or calling ‘wizagui’ (mother’'s mother) as ‘tin’ instead of ‘une.” There were also cases
where students misunderstood the prompt due to tonal misreading, interpreting “l3it¥in’ (walking
stick) as “litvin’ (not equal), and crafting a story about Grandma being unmatched in cooking skills
— completely missing the intended topic.

In general, good narrative writing should demonstrate a clear understanding of plot structure, with a
well-developed conflict and resolution, effective use of language, and correct interpretation of the
prompt. Candidates should also avoid inappropriate or overly violent content and familiarise
themselves with the mark scheme before the exam to align their writing with assessment
expectations.
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