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CHINESE

Paper 9715/21
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with volunteering in teaching and travelling. Question 5(b) requires
candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own understanding,
experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be personal and not a
mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question 5 is to be kept to a
limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate knowledge of synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e plan their time to ensure there is sufficient time to fully answer Question 5

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about

General comments

The quality of work produced by candidates in this year's examination was good. The performance on
Question 1 and 2 was also improved and many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and
Question 4 were seen. Most candidates showed they had understood the two reading passages and could
offer accurate answers. A large number of candidates answered the questions in full sentences, and it was
rare for candidates to lift language unchanged from the passages. Stronger candidates produced some
excellent answers, using their own words and using a wide range of structures and connectives to link points
together. In order to score well for Quality of Language, candidates should avoid presenting their answers in
bullet points, as this does not allow them to demonstrate the skills required in the mark scheme for Accuracy.

When implied meaning is tested, candidates must think carefully to deduce the answer from the information
provided, rather than simply lifting words from the text.

Responses for Question 5(a) were usually good but candidates were slightly less successful in scoring high
marks in Question 5(b). The language used by most candidates in their answers was highly accurate and
included some complex structures, which was reflected in the Quality of Language marks awarded.
Candidates should be reminded to present work which is neat and legible.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The overall performance was generally good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the correct
synonyms from the text and write them accurately. To improve performance further, candidates need to
better understand the function of the vocabulary and analyse its position within the sentence. The best way
to check if the correct synonym has been found is to see if the two pieces of vocabulary are interchangeable
in the context.

(a) Candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the vocabulary tested, with the majority
successfully locating &4V in the passage. It is important that candidates double check their
character writing to ensure the characters are accurate. A small number of candidates gave
answers like &4, which unfortunately could not be credited.

(b) Some candidates found this question challenging. The most common wrong answer provided was
FH MV iZ 4% which showed that candidates had managed to locate where the answer was in the
passage, but did not have a full enough understanding to be precise in their answer and therefore
included additional words. Candidates need to be reminded that it is the meaning that matters, not
the number of the characters. Typical wrong answer also included & .

(c) This was one of the best answered questions in the paper, with most candidates finding the target
vocabulary item.

(d) Quite a few candidates mistook .15 as the answer, furthermore, a few candidates added #x to the
correct answer, which should not have been included.

(e) This was another well answered question and almost all candidates were able to supply the correct
synonym %%4R.

Question 2

The overall performance for this section was the best across the whole paper. The vast majority of
candidates re-wrote the sentences correctly using the structures given. Most candidates correctly applied a
question mark at the end of Question 2 (c), demonstrating thorough understanding of the application of the
structure tested. Though punctuation was not assessed, candidates should try to apply the right punctuation
at this level.

(a) Most candidates secured marks for this question and were able to retain the original meaning in the
re-structured sentence.

(b) The #=&...... [ structure was handled well with the majority of candidates answering the question
successfully. A few candidates were unsure how to adjust the word order with the given structure,
and sometimes s& was incorrectly placed at the start of the sentence.

(c) Performance was very strong on this question and most candidates were able to use the structure
successfully including changing the full stop into a question mark.

Question 3

Candidates responded very well to this question, showing they had understood the passage about a memory
of voluntary teaching in a rural area. Candidates showed evidence that they were able to select the relevant
information from the texts to answer the questions, discarding incorrect or irrelevant information. Where
candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks to be
awarded. Candidates should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation when they write their answers to
ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer.

(a) Candidates handled this question very well. Almost all candidates understood that they had to
focus on 015 so they were able to be precise and identify JfE77, £ % and i /& from the first
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paragraph. Weaker responses copied the whole sentence, which did not show proper
understanding.

(b) The success rate in this question was very high. Answer like %45 [ k<. demonstrated excellent
understanding of the text.

(c) Most candidates successfully scored one mark in this question, and only the strongest candidates
were also able to provide ‘& #& — LK1 [FfE— 4N F. Candidates must be reminded to read the
context and cover the information fully in their answers.

(d) The majority of candidates were able to accurately locate and present the information Jix & 1L 45 X,
Yt and 156 2 ¥4 34k to score two marks. Some candidates struggled to rephrase the clause where
the answer was located into a noun phrase like, 2%EA 1/ 524 and A FATT#/E4 which suggested
an inadequate understanding of the text.

(e) The question was the best answered across the whole paper with almost all candidates scoring full
marks.
Question 4

The overall performance on this question was very similar to Question 3. Most candidates demonstrated their
understanding of the passage about travelling when doing voluntary work and they managed to use their own
words to answer the questions successfully. Again, candidates need to be careful when answering questions
as some responses gave the impression that candidates had made careless mistakes when they supplied
incorrect answers, rather than not understanding the question.

(a) The majority of candidates handled this question very well and some managed to skilfully use
linking words to create full sentences. There were some examples of careless errors in character
writing, e.g. .3 rather than A #i which meant that answers could not be fully credited.

(b) The majority of candidates handled this question confidently, supplying responses like iX MY & T
ERNEMHAROE, mEEIHTERELT B 54018, Answers such as F 324K did not reflect the

information given in the text.

(c) Most candidates tackled this question with ease. Whilst lots of excellent answers were seen, {5
was missing from a few candidates’ answers, which caused ambiguity, and meant that no could be
awarded.

(d) This was one of the highest performing sub-questions, with the majority of the candidates securing

all available marks.

(e) Performance on this question was mixed. This question required candidates to give answers linking
voluntourism to the promotion of local culture, but not all candidates managed to include this
aspect in their answers; answers such as 433 or - 314 were not linked to cultural
preservation, and therefore, no mark was credited. It is important that candidates read the question
carefully and give answers directly link to the question.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need
to show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Candidates handled Question 5(a) well. Higher-scoring candidates were able to summarise many relevant
points successfully and skilfully from both passages. All candidates kept their answers to the required
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character limit. Candidates who paid careful attention to the question and focused their response on specific
details of what voluntary activities meant for young people, scored good marks.

The responses to Question 5(a) were generally good and most candidates were able to include plenty of
relevant information from the passages. Weaker responses were characterised by a tendency to lose focus
on the topic, include irrelevant information or to talk about their personal experience without making any
reference to the texts. Candidates should be reminded that part (a) is a summary task, and so all points must
be drawn from the passages — elements related to personal experience or general knowledge cannot be
credited.

For Question 5(b), the most successful responses were those which expressed opinions or related
experiences concisely; this allowed them to express different views relating to the points from the texts, staying
focussed and avoiding irrelevance. Candidates should bear in mind that it is important to give varied and
interesting ideas linked to the question. It does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more
important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give a
relevant response to the question.

Candidates need to be aware that setting the scene or including lengthy introductions is not necessary in this
summary question, as it uses up valuable characters and may cause them to go over the 200-character limit.
They should go straight in and focus on raising mark-worthy points linked to the question. Candidates need
to develop the skills to link the points they are including effectively and succinctly in order to leave sufficient
character allowance for the discussion in Question 5(b). In addition, in order to score high marks for
language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question in a continuous prose style.
Candidates need to be able to show that they can use complex sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/22
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with different methods in Chinese cooking and the impact that food has
brought to society. Question 5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material,
which can be their own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to
Question 5(b) should be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The
whole response for Question 5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate knowledge of synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e plan their time to ensure there is sufficient time to fully answer Question 5

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about

General comments

A very high performance was seen this year, with candidates showing an excellent understanding of the
reading passages, demonstrated through clearly expressed responses to all questions. Many candidates
were able to produce accurate answers using sophisticated structures, conjunctions and correct word order,
showing a very good level of language proficiency.

Responses for Question 5(a) were, in general, slightly less successful compared to Question 5(b). Most
candidates were able to use highly accurate language in their answers, including complex structures, which
led to good marks being achieved overall for Quality of Language. Almost all candidates paid attend to the
requirements of the character limit for Question 5 and managed to write their summaries within the stated
200 characters.

It was noted in the marking that an increased level of accuracy was seen in responses across the whole
paper and more and more candidates wrote in full sentences to answer questions rather than using bullet
points or note form. The accuracy of character writing has also improved.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Most candidates performed well on this question, and were able to show that they had understood the
vocabulary being tested and correctly locating the synonyms from Passage 1. To improve performance
further, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary and analyse its position within
the sentence. The best way to check if the correct synonym has been found is to see if the two pieces of
vocabulary are interchangeable in the context.

(a) This question was very well answered. Candidates could usually correctly identify 24 as the
synonym. Occasional incorrect answers included KL or $5 5.

(b) Most candidates handled this question well and could identify ZZBkBX as the synonym. Candidates
should be reminded to take care when reproducing written characters, as a few candidates wrote
the answer as Z2BKEK. Although the characters in ZZEXBK and ZZBKBK look very similar, ZZBKEK was
not in the passage, and therefore could not be credited.

(c) The majority of candidates supplied the correct answer #;%. A common incorrect answer was ).
ik and less frequently, k.

(d) Candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the vocabulary tested in this question with the
majority successfully locating & #t in the passage. Common incorrect answers were £/ ff] or £ ¢,

(e) This was the best answered question in this section with almost all candidates supplying i# = as
the synonym. A very small number of candidates confused the answer with il or i K 2.

Question 2

Candidates were well prepared for these grammatical manipulation questions and showed confidence in
using the given structures. A key part of this exercise is that the original meaning of the sentences must be
retained when re-writing them to include the required structure.

(a) Most candidates were able to manipulate the X} structure correctly to produce a new sentence.
Only a few candidates had problems with word order, incorrectly placing %7 at the start of the
sentence. e.g. XfH E ABIRTEF-1Z.

(b) The maijority of candidates responded accurately, demonstrating a secure understanding of this
quite complex structure. Some responses were seen where % was placed at the start of the

sentence, which is grammatically incorrect. e.g. R BN, FFE. =4S &S HIERMNE.

(c) In this question, a large number of candidates replaced F|F with it rather than keeping both in
the sentence. This removal, despite the sentence still making sense, led to a slight change in
meaning, hence marks were not awarded.

Question 3

Lots of excellent answers were seen throughout this question, showing that candidates had understood the
passage about Chinese food culture. Higher scoring candidates demonstrated thorough understanding in
their answers, typically generating their own language and managing to use complex structures without lifting
from the passage. Questions requiring higher-level thinking or targeting implied meaning were found to be
the most challenging. These questions in particular require candidates to use their own words to answer and
explain and cannot be successfully answered by just locating then copying from the passage.

(a) This was the best answered question amongst the sub-questions in this section with a large
number of candidates securing all 4 marks. Candidates showed a good understanding of the
dependent relationship between the food and the cooking methods, which was needed to give the
correct answer, AN[AIFEH, 2T EAE. Weaker responses defined these separately and

supplied answers like Z1EJ77: /A [A]. Other excellent answers like 31 [E 3232 AL\, RZHKE
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were seen. Some candidates overlooked the significance of including 324 and only wrote ‘2 /)&
X or A E X, which did not reflect the original text.

(b) This question required candidates to deduce Lao Zhao’s attitude from his actions and the way he
describes hosting dinner parties. Whilst many candidates were able to give answers linking to
happiness, like 2%, FF:0 or &, quite a number of candidates simply described his actions or
expression instead, and answers like ZZBXEX were most common. This question was one which
exposed candidates who rely heavily on simply lifting their answers from the passage. Genuine
comprehension and the ability to think and reflect on implied meaning was needed here.

(c) The maijority of candidates understood the structure & | ------ Meeeees , and hence provided
additional information such as #&E4id77 and K BB+ 4 3. In some cases, candidates specified
BH, K3, #4F etc. which limited the range of the term X HLii %14 5, resulting in ‘incomplete
meaning’. Many responses included the idea of F)l751% which was misplaced.

(d) Lots of strong answers were seen in response to this question. Answers like A~ [&] 5 Pz 4 & 1 &
MEF IR XL, 17Kk showed that candidates had understood the text well. A few candidates
found it challenging to rephrase a short sentence like %5 KA, 32A AR and used identical
wording in their answer. Candidates need to remember they should use their own words to answer
the question; the rubric informs candidates that they must not lift full sentences from the passage
unchanged, and where this happen answers cannot be credited.

(e) Candidates were usually able to identify F\V#4 & and &JT confidently. Only the strongest
candidates were also able to explain that the examples given in the text showed that some sayings
and aspects of the language (i &) are also linked to food culture. Answers such as 1418, H%&H
i were accepted. Some common incorrect answers just stated H % 2E{% or used an example from

the text, e.g. A&y “nz#37F.

(f) There were some good answers to this question which showed a secure understanding of the
reading passage. Lots of candidates produced responses using their own words. Amongst answers
which did not secure the marks, X Z 3@\ T lfiLfik was quite common, or a few candidates gave
very specific answers like, 11 X i 1 H % [ o .

Question 4

The overall performance on this question was better than Question 3. Most candidates showed they had
understood both the passage and questions provided. Most candidates were at least able to locate answers
in the relevant paragraph or section of the text, whereas the strongest candidates could also ‘digest’ the
answers and then produce a response using their own words. As questions like 4(d) and 4(e) could be
answered in concise way, quite a few candidates used bullet points rather than full sentences which had an
impact on the language mark.

(a) This was one of the best answered questions in this section and most candidates were able to gain
full marks. On occasions, candidates did not include ZM X 54 ik as they had mistaken this for i

(b) Most candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the text and were able to identify the
part of the sentences where & X was mentioned using linking words like, Z5—, %5 ... or H%...

HJX.... There were a few occurrences where candidates copied large sections of text which was
against the rubric instruction and affect the marks awarded.

(c) A mixed performance was seen on this question. Some very good answers were provided, like, =
IR R AE T B s, A S S RERIEEY): A EINENE, REEAN; = FERKE R
%L, k& A —F. Some candidates included i #7K £k in their answer which is a specific
dish, rather than a characteristic of Yunnan, and so was not credited. Others needed to include the
key concept % =\ about the rice noodles in their answer to secure the mark.
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(d) This question was very well answered and full marks were achieved by many. Some careless
answers like 4.0 ANE and %51 were seen; the lack of a subject in the answers caused
confusion and ambiguity, which meant regrettably such answers could not be credited.

(e) Quite a range of responses were seen in this question. Candidates who scored full marks not only
demonstrated excellent understanding of the text, but also showed off their linguistic proficiency, as
they managed to link the four key concepts clearly and in their own words. Most candidates were
able to identify the food linked to the specific place, whilst a few candidates muddled up k% Z
with k% in JU)1]. Answer like 1t 50 FI R ) A H#E60 1 caused confusion too. A few careless
character errors like i or Jf175% meant these answers did not score.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need
to show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Over half of the candidates were able to summarise many relevant points successfully and skilfully from both
passages. Almost all candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. Candidates who paid
careful attention to the question and focused their response on specific details or methods in Chinese
cooking and the impact that food had brought to the society, scored good marks.

For Question 5(a), the passages offered candidates plenty of relevant content and therefore good
opportunities to select information, which resulted in a number of candidates scoring full marks. The most
challenging and frequently omitted point was — £& >J5{ 15t i FIHZ H 1 5. On occasion, candidates seemed to
get carried away in talking about their personal experience of Chinese food rather than using the ideas from
the text to answer this question.

For Question 5(b), the most successful responses were those which expressed opinions or related
experiences concisely; this allowed them to express different views relating to the points from the texts, staying
focussed and avoiding irrelevance. Candidates should bear in mind that it is important to give varied and
interesting ideas linked to the question. It does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more
important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give a
relevant response to the question.

Candidates need to be aware that setting the scene or including lengthy introductions is not necessary in this
summary question, as it uses up valuable characters and may cause them to go over the 200-character limit.
They should go straight in and focus on raising mark-worthy points linked to the question. Candidates need
to develop the skills to link the points they are including effectively and succinctly in order to leave sufficient
character allowance for the discussion in Question 5(b). In addition, in order to score high marks for
language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question in a continuous prose style.
Candidates need to be able to show that they can use complex sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/23
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with the advantages of having a break from mobile phones. Question
5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own
understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be
personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question
5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate knowledge of synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e plan their time to ensure there is sufficient time to fully answer Question 5

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about

General comments

Most candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of the two reading passages and responded well
to the questions asked. The majority of candidates used their own words to answer questions with a very
good range of vocabulary and structures. Furthermore, an increased level of accuracy in the responses
across the whole paper was observed and more and more candidates wrote in full sentences to answer
questions rather than using bullet points.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and skimming out the key information. When implied meaning is
tested, candidates must think carefully to deduce the answer from the information provided, rather than
simply lifting words from the text.

Overall, candidates performed better in Question 5(a) but were less successful in scoring high marks in
Question 5(b). The language used by most candidates in their answers was highly accurate and included
some complex structures, which was reflected in the Quality of Language marks awarded.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The performance on this question was outstanding, with the vast majority of candidates showing they had
understood the vocabulary being tested and that they could correctly locate the synonyms from Passage 1.
To improve performance further, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary they
come across and analyse its position within the sentence, rather than simply matching the number of the
characters to the question.

Responses to (a) and (c) were excellent and almost all candidates secured marks. Furthermore, candidates
handled Questions (b), (d) and (e) confidently. A small number of candidates seemed to rely on guessing
their answers, as incorrect answers seemed to be quite varied and random, such as 441, W[a)ER. S&F
and 1i¢1Z.

Question 2

A good performance was seen here. Candidates were fully aware that they needed to use the structures
given in the questions to re-write the sentence whilst maintaining the same meaning. On a few occasions,
the performance bewteen the different parts of the question was quite varied.

(a) A large number of candidates demonstrated confidence and performed strongly in applying the 5
structure accurately.

(b) The performance on this question was very strong and the majority of candidates demonstrated a
clear understanding of the grammar requirement, executing the %5 -----+7 3K structure accurately.
Occasionally, errors in word order or careless mistakes occurred in answers like: FA'1H B %5 N2y

KT XS FARER ™ BRI or FRATTH I NSRS AR ™ AR,

(c) The majority of candidates demonstrated a secure understanding of the sentence and were able to
use the #¥ structure correctly. Where candidates did not manage to secure marks, this was typically
because their rewritten sentences were confusing or ambiguous, such as #3111 F- 4 4 A & E)
T M L. Another common incorrect answer was 45 FA7E M ARAH 1R A3 & 2] 1 9 L, in which the use
of #% was handled correctly, but the intended meaning was not the same as the original.
Candidates must bear in mind that answers must retain the original meaning.

Question 3

Candidates responded well to this question, showing a thorough understanding of the passage about an
expedition to a rainforest in Borneo. Almost all candidates paraphrased or recast the language used in the
passage when answering the questions. Some showed evidence that they were able to select the relevant
information from the texts to answer the questions, discarding incorrect or irrelevant information. Where
candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks to be
awarded. Candidates should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation when they write their answers to
ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer.

(a) This question was well answered, and all responses included a verb such as =z [ I &R F
FRARIT I ALY B4 which demonstrated excellent understanding of the text.
Common incorrect answers like 2 & k% were not clear or full enough to gain the mark. A few
candidates gave answers like X5t 1547 1 ELBLFHLLF, which revealed a misunderstanding of the
text.

(b) This question tested inference and required candidates to deduce the writer’s feelings from the
descriptions of her physical state. Some candidates were able to offer words to reflect how the
author felt #1H, %3k and J% 57, & etc., while others simply extracted the description from the text.
The question specifically asked about how the writer was feeling /&4, and candidates needed to
note this and answer appropriately; the text described her physical state, such as {GFERFEELBE and
fiE | and candidates then had to draw from this what her feeling were. This question was a good
filter in differentiating candidates’ capability.
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(c) The majority of candidates were able to accurately locate and present the information 715K and
Tkt . In some cases, points were not clear or were incomplete in meaning, such as % LI A
&%/ _I when the correct response should be M MRl % PR I HE A & I . Candidates must be
reminded to read the context and cover the information fully in their answers.

(d) This question was well answered and many candidates scored full marks. Where full marks were
not awarded, this was usually due to answers such as A4 F- 5 —URl| [ 551 E 5¢. Although the
key concept Jiil 3% is included, the whole answer does not demonstrate candidates understood the
question fully.

(e) The success rate in this question was very impressive and JCXEE R, FE 1 3B A0 4k b _E A2 1K
%6 were usually all accurately located and presented.

Question 4

This passage was about having a break from mobile phones. Most candidates understood the text and
successfully rephrased their answers. Overall, the performance on this question was better than Question 3.
Candidates need to be reminded of the importance of reading the questions properly before answering in
order to secure all the available marks.

(a) The majority of candidates were able to locate the information confidently and gained full marks.
(b) This question was well answered by candidates. Many were able to identify &% H S IR 1, &

KA F N and 4 A Al R ER 1 B AT HLTS B as a sign of feeling proud. A small number of
candidates only partially answered the question. e.g. giving answers like & & IR, 4040 FHLHI T
5t and so could not gain all 3 marks on offer.

(c) This question was very well handled by most candidates, who accurately located the key
information and presented it clearly.

(d) This question required candidates to read the question carefully, especially noting the key word
disadvantage £ 4b. Many successfully responded with 1k A GS RN, 1k N 20 BRI
However, it A\ & H Friflokitkiz without the condition of /A~ 1E#fif# F £ was not detailed enough to
be awarded a mark.

(e) Performance on this question was generally high. Candidates managed to read and understand the
key concepts given in the last paragraph, carefully picking out or paraphrasing the key points.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need
to show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Candidates handled Question 5(a) well. The best responses were able to integrate the ideas from the texts
into their own writing to create a natural flow of ideas. Some strong candidates articulated their ideas well
and incorporated the ideas from the text with their own seamlessly.

Many candidates managed to write succinctly and were efficient with their character usage in Question 5(a)
leaving a more generous character allowance for them to express their own opinions in Question 5(b). The
vast majority managed to refer to their own experience too. To tackle this question well, candidates need to
bear in mind that it is important to give varied and interesting ideas linked to the question. It does not matter
if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more important that the candidate build up from their
understanding of the passages to express ideas and opinions beyond what the passages offered.
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Candidates need to be aware that setting the scene or including lengthy introductions is not necessary in this
summary question, as it uses up valuable characters and may cause them to go over the 200-character limit.
They should go straight in and focus on raising mark-worthy points linked to the question. Candidates need
to develop the skills to link the points they are including effectively and succinctly in order to leave sufficient
character allowance for the discussion in Question 5(b). In addition, in order to score high marks for
language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question in a continuous prose style.
Candidates need to be able to show that they can use complex sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/31
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e read the question carefully to ensure they have a clear understanding of the task before they begin
writing. This will enable candidates to stay on track.

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed, follows a logical argument and includes apt examples

o demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic, show they can use idioms
appropriately and write grammatically accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper

e leave time to proofread work; planning in time to check work through can greatly reduce the number
of mistakes in both characters and grammar.

General comments

A strong performance was seen throughout. Candidates were well-prepared and understood the
requirements of the examination. Higher scoring candidates thoroughly understood the task and then used a
wide range of tools to develop their responses. Such essays had a sound, flowing argument with a relevant
conclusion, showing off the candidate’s ability to use complex sentence structures and a range of vocabulary
to develop their arguments. Essays in the middle-scoring range showed that candidates clearly possessed
subject knowledge but did not do themselves justice when it came to articulating this on paper, or they
needed a sharper focus on the question. The weakest responses sometimes exposed poor exam technique
or showed that candidates needed a greater range of vocabulary to make an impact on the task.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Understanding the task is key: candidates sometimes false start because they haven’t taken enough
time to ensure they have fully understood the question in front of them. This comes down to exam
technique. It is also good practice for candidates to reflect on their work to make sure they have stayed
on track.

e  Constructing a logical response: the strongest responses are those that are focussed. Arguments
should be balanced and backed up with sound reasoning. Essays should display knowledge of the
mechanics of a sound argument, i.e. have an introduction, set out both positions and provide a
conclusion that follows. The better arguments are those that provide apt examples that clearly apply to
the topic and impact upon the strength of the viewpoint. Connected to this is the ability to set this out
using paragraphing and correct punctuation. Weaker responses are often tangential, a simple list of
facts/views and/or heavily laden with anecdotal experience.

e Leaving time for proofreading: candidates often try to maximise their writing time rather than checking
what they have already done. This sometimes leads to submitting work which contains careless errors
that would have been picked up with more proofreading. Time set aside for checks on spelling and
punctuation should be factored into each response.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1
PREREPE MR /D AE 53 ) [ 5 2

There were many examples of outstanding performance here. The most able candidates developed various
layers of argument explaining how a country could only prosper through a promising youth. This involved
some excellent examples showing the correlation between creativity/innovation/production and physical
capacity. Some also cited moral ideas around duty as a quality that sat predominantly with the youthful part
of a society. In addition, strong answers tended to feature eloquent language as well as the necessary
devices to ensure they were fluent and enjoyable to read. Other students took a different view and tried to
outline the idea that the youth were, by nature, a vulnerable part of society. This worked up to an extent.
Weaker responses were those that rehashed pre-learned material about young people and, for example,
their hobbies, which failed to address the question and entirely missed the connection between a strong
youth and a strong county.

Question 2
EME SN IE VAR, IREAE 2

Overall, this question was well-handled although performance was nonetheless mixed. Some candidates
were able to set out an argument that, in a free and open society, checks and balances exist to ensure
maximum scrutiny when it comes to publishing accurate news. Set out in a well-reasoned manner and good
use of examples, these candidates scored well. Less able candidates included those who interpreted the
question narrowly and chose to focus on online stories, or simply social media itself discarding the influence
of mainstream media. Other weaker candidates would take a position but then fail to develop it by sound
argument and simply list examples of fake news.

Question 3
R E SRt S TENEERR. HIT1E.

The least popular question topic but one that attracted some excellent performances. Candidates
unanimously agreed that education was the fundamental tool to lift people out of poverty. Some eloquent
arguments were used to make that point. This included the idea that education was not just about learning
simple facts but also designed to broaden horizons and help generate a sense of purpose.

Question 4
Z A AT NN SN A RGN EATE BRI —F . B,

This was one of the most popular topics. The vast majority of candidates appeared to recognise the virtue of
charitable activities and the positive impact it had on society. On a micro level, this included the personal
qualities it could foster in individuals. Strong responses included those with fulsome vocabulary and apt
idiom. The slightly weaker, though still competent, responses were those which could not quite grasp the
structure. This tended to result in a large block of text that, while still relevant, did not fully articulate the point
they tried to make.

Question 5
TENEA, EMEILERTEE, &8,

This topic inspired some excellent debate among those who opted for it. The question succeeded in creating
a level playing field for candidates to take a firm stance in either camp; leading to some potent arguments on
both sides. The stronger responses were those that included a detailed look at the academic background
and intelligence of doctors as well as their moral character. This included arguments around skill being
developmental while virtues such as integrity were more inherent. Contrary arguments examined the
technical competence of doctors and held that this far outweighed non-tangible qualities like virtues. The
weaker candidates were those that failed to properly connect the two strands of the question, which led to
some repetitive responses regarding the importance of both without giving any form of meaningful insight
into the issues at stake.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/32
Essay

Key messages
In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e read the question carefully to ensure they have a clear understanding of the task before they begin
writing. This will enable candidates to stay on track.

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed, follows a logical argument and includes apt examples

e demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic, show they can use idioms
appropriately and write grammatically accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper

e leave time to proofread work; planning in time to check work through can greatly reduce the number
of mistakes in both characters and grammar.

General comments

A strong performance was seen throughout. Candidates were well-prepared and understood the
requirements of the examination. Higher scoring candidates demonstrated excellent exam technique,
following the rubric carefully and showing understanding of what the question was asking. These candidates
showed their ability by use of complex sentence structures and a range of vocabulary to develop their
arguments, express and justify opinions and draw conclusions effectively. Essays in the middle-scoring
range showed that candidates clearly possessed subject knowledge but struggled when it came to
demonstrating this on paper, or they needed a sharper focus on the question. The weakest responses
showed that candidates needed a greater range of vocabulary and skills to complete a competent response.

It was noticeable again this year that where candidates had gaps in their vocabulary, they frequently resorted
to using a hybrid of Chinese characters with pinyin or even English. In such situations, candidates should be
encouraged to modify what they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident in using
and that they know how to write correctly in Chinese.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Understanding the task is key: candidates sometimes false start because they haven’t taken enough
time to ensure they have fully understood the question in front of them and assimilated what is being
asked. Candidates should be reminded and encouraged to build in the thinking time needed for an able
response. This comes down to exam technique. It is also good practice for candidates to reflect on their
work to make sure they have stayed on track.

e Constructing a logical response: the strongest responses are those that are focussed. Arguments
should be balanced and backed up with sound reasoning. Essays should display knowledge of the
mechanics of a sound argument, i.e. have an introduction, set out both positions and provide a
conclusion that follows. The better arguments are those that provide apt examples that clearly apply to
the topic and impact upon the strength of the viewpoint. Connected to this is the ability to set this out
using paragraphing, correct punctuation and relevant vocabulary. Weaker responses are often
tangential, a simple list of facts/views and/or heavily laden with anecdotal experience.

e Leaving time for proofreading: candidates often try to maximise their writing time rather than checking
what they have already done. This sometimes leads to submitting work which contains careless errors
that would have been picked up with more proofreading. Time set aside for checks on spelling and
punctuation should be factored into each response.
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e Vocabulary is key: candidates must have enough vocabulary to ensure they can adequately respond to
the demands of the paper. Resorting to pinyin and/or English is not an acceptable alternative.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
HEBTEK, FRAAREAEVGE. IREAE?

This was a popular question which elicited strong responses in terms of both content and language. Overall,
the consensus was that it is important in life to step out of your comfort zone and that risks are necessary to
attain rewards. Candidates were, on the whole, very knowledgeable, citing good examples in order to back
up their ideas. This included reasoning skills around the notion that by being young you have time to learn
from mistakes and recover. Other candidates chose a counter-argument, which was also well handled, citing
mental wellbeing as a success in its own right and how this could be best attained by avoiding excessive
stress and anxiety from risk-taking. A large number of candidates also showed a good understanding of the
concept by categorising risk, for example, ranging from lawful to unlawful means to an end. Weaker
responses included those that appeared to misconstrue the question, for example, arguing about the relation
between diligence and success.

Question 2
YERAMRN, ZNREBEH LS NININSIEERE? E1He.

This was another popular question, drawing out some excellent responses from candidates, who should be
congratulated on their knowledge of the topic and surrounding issues, for example, the power of social
media. Only a small group of candidates correctly identified what constitutes a ‘public figure’, namely
someone who has a role in society, with the larger cohort substituting this idea for ‘celebrity’. As a result, top
marks tended to go to those who fully understood concepts such as duty, and qualities such as leading by
example. Strong answers were backed up by good examples, including those who have been positive role
models as well as those who had fallen foul of their obligations through public scandals. Others honed in on
the moral idea that public figures have benefitted from society and so they were indebted to give something
back. Other impressive responses included those that took a contrary view. For example, that public figures
were entitled to a private life and should not be constrained by society, which is a form of moral blackmail.
Or, another view, was that their status entitled them to behave as they wished (within certain boundaries).
Weaker answers included those that provided simple lists of who does and who does not lead by exampile,
as well as those who padded out their responses by regurgitating events concerning public figures.

Question 3
IR NS HAE R AT S ERRAZ A T T IREAR?

This question was chosen by relatively fewer candidates, but the vast majority of candidates who did opt for
it reached a consensus that there was a social responsibility towards care for others. This was backed up by
sound reasoning, for example, citing key concepts such as ‘equality’ being a necessary condition for a fair
society. A small number of candidates did argue against the notion of social obligation by referencing the
moral/political concept of utility. That is, that it was morally unfair to overburden the majority to support the
minority.

Question 4
el R R 2SR TR e e 7 — M ARIAETE i E. 151,

Most candidates who answered this question recognised the effectiveness of maximising free time in order to
boost quality of life. Stronger answers gave good examples of how such time could be best utilised, for
example, spending quality time with family and friends versus spending late nights gaming. Some candidates
chose to argue that the quality of life could be determined by other more potent factors, for example, by
income, success at work, or that it may be determined more randomly by chance and circumstances. The
weaker responses included those which got diverted into other areas, for example, arguing about the
importance of free time, or what quality of life actually means.
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Question 5
RV N ARE TTERBNE. IRELE?

This question was, on the whole, ably handled by those who chose it. Good responses were those that
demonstrated knowledge about Artificial Intelligence and how it has impacted on people’s lives across a
variety of circumstances, for example, in the hospital surgery or in the world of the arts. Most also argued
that, despite the advances, Al would never replace humans in the future due to missing ingredients such as
critical thinking, feelings and humour. Sharp arguments included the idea that, in contrast, Al would always
be dependent on humans in terms of its creation and maintenance. Other good responses took a contrary
view and reasoned that there was no limiting factor. They argued that it was logical to assume Al could
eventually attain human-like status. Weaker candidates were those who narrowly focused on a list of what
could and could not be replaced by Al.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/33
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

o read the question carefully to ensure they have a clear understanding of the task before they begin
writing. This will enable candidates to stay on track.

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed, follows a logical argument and includes apt examples

¢ demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic, show they can use idioms
appropriately and write grammatically accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper

e leave time to proofread work; planning in time to check work through can greatly reduce the number
of mistakes in both characters and grammar.

General comments

A strong performance was seen throughout. Candidates were well-prepared and understood the
requirements of the examination. Higher scoring candidates thoroughly understood the task and then used a
wide range of tools to develop their responses. Such essays had a sound, flowing argument with a relevant
conclusion, showing off the candidate’s ability to use complex sentence structures and a range of vocabulary
to develop their arguments. Essays in the middle-scoring range showed that candidates clearly possessed
subject knowledge but did not do themselves justice when it came to articulating this on paper, or they
needed a sharper focus on the question. The weakest responses sometimes exposed poor exam technique
or showed that candidates needed a greater range of vocabulary to make an impact on the task.

Where candidates had gaps in their vocabulary, they frequently resorted to using a hybrid of Chinese
characters with pinyin or even English. In such situations, candidates should be encouraged to modify what
they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident in using and that they know how to
write correctly in Chinese.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Understanding the task is key: candidates sometimes false start because they haven’t taken enough
time to ensure they have fully understood the question in front of them and assimilated what is being
asked. Candidates should be reminded and encouraged to build in the thinking time needed for an able
response. This comes down to exam technique. It is also good practice for candidates to reflect on their
work to make sure they have stayed on track.

e Constructing a logical response: the strongest responses are those that are focussed. Arguments
should be balanced and backed up with sound reasoning. Essays should display knowledge of the
mechanics of a sound argument, i.e. have an introduction, set out both positions and provide a
conclusion that follows. The better arguments are those that provide apt examples that clearly apply to
the topic and impact upon the strength of the viewpoint. Connected to this is the ability to set this out
using paragraphing, correct punctuation and relevant vocabulary. Weaker responses are often
tangential, a simple list of facts/views and/or heavily laden with anecdotal experience.

e Leaving time for proofreading: candidates often try to maximise their writing time rather than checking
what they have already done. This sometimes leads to submitting work which contains careless errors
that would have been picked up with more proofreading. Time set aside for checks on spelling and
punctuation should be factored into each response.
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e Vocabulary is key: candidates must have enough vocabulary to ensure they can adequately respond to
the demands of the paper. Resorting to pinyin and/or English is not an acceptable alternative.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
HAKMEEZ 2 57F, FRAARBERMN. RELE?

Those candidates who chose this question had a firm understanding about the younger generation and the
various issues they face. Most responses were aligned with the idea that by nurturing young people through
good citizenship, you could enhance their life experience and maturity. Some good responses also came
from candidates who took a different view and argued that maturity did not depend on societal responsibility.
Weaker candidates seemed to get unnecessarily bogged down on the philosophical concept of maturity and
a few candidates struggled with the concept of societal responsibility. There was a tendency from candidates
answering this question to write what seemed to be pre-learned material about young people. While this did
show some linguistic ability, it clearly did not address the question in hand.

Question 2
T HERBATAS R, BN ETTiEEG. IREAEF?

This was a topical question and gained a lot of solid responses from candidates. The stronger candidates
recognised the current climate regarding social media: that despite being a force for good had an insidious
side to it such as the proliferation of fake news. Such candidates could also outline what constituted fake
news, how it could spread due to lack of scrutiny and how it could be latched onto by certain segments of
society. In addition, they utilised a wide range of vocabulary relating to internet reach, free to upload videos,
user-friendly social media, advanced technology and digital devices that are used by different age groups.
Weaker candidates could outline the phenomenon but digressed into narrow fields, such as how to
safeguard against fake news, or be a responsible netizen.

Question 3
BN TAFE S TN ZE. IREAE 2

This question was answered by only a small number of candidates. However, it is sufficient to say the
responses received were nonetheless of a good standard. The stronger answers showed maturity around
understanding the concept of equality and drawing on the current landscape. There was some good
discussion around stereotyping and biased perceptions that exist in liberal society, as well as examining
physical characteristics that seem to earmark different genders to different roles. The weaker candidates
tended to limit their responses by putting forth the basis of an argument as to why women may be
discriminated against but failing to develop it with enough detail.

Question 4
BATE LSS B E BN B ARG —H 5. IREAF?

This was another popular question among candidates. The vast majority of candidates saw a correlation
between physical exercise and the positive impact it could have on wellbeing. The top responses were those
that went deeper and talked about a benefit to wider society, for example, better health equals less burden
on the society and family.

Question 5
IR KBRS SE AR TEITR,

This question was answered by a small number of candidates. The higher scoring candidates explored the
notion by presenting a scientific argument that deteriorating global conditions, such as overcrowding, meant
investment in this area was a logical step. These responses also included the idea that such a move helped
fulfil some inherent human desire to branch out into the universe. While others highlighted the pragmatic
view that space exploration was an international enterprise and, as a result, could bolster more cooperation
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between competing countries. Given such subject matter, stronger candidates were able to employ some
excellent vocabulary to articulate this. The candidates who argued to the contrary contended that using
precious resources on the great unknown was risky and that we should rather concentrate on the issues
confronting us now. Weaker candidates tended to fixate on a simple costs argument or safety of space travel
and needed to be able to expand on their arguments.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/41
Texts

Key messages

e Candidates should read the rubric carefully in order to understand the format and structure of the paper.
Only three questions should be answered, and these must all be on a different set text and must come
from both Section 1 and Section 2. Candidates should write the question number in the left margin of
the answer booklet.

e In Section 1 part (a), all subsections must be answered. When candidates answer Questions 1, 2 or 3,
part (a) in Section 1, they must answer both (i) and (ii). A number of candidates this year could not be
fully rewarded as they only answered subsections (i) or (ii).

e Part (a) of each question in Section 1 includes a passage from one of the set texts. This is a stimulus
passage, and to answer questions fully, candidates need to go further than simply relating their answers
to the given passage. They should consider how the issues raised in the selected passage reflect the
poem/book as a whole. Part (b) of each question in Section 1 should be answered with reference to the
whole text.

e Candidates need to read the questions carefully to ensure they fully address all aspects of the question
asked. An element of evaluation and analysis of the text is needed to reach the higher marking bands; a
simple re-telling of the story is not required.

e The questions in Section 1 part (b) and Section 2 are best answered using a clear essay structure with
different paragraphs containing an introduction and a conclusion. The use of carefully selected
quotations from the texts helps candidates to illustrate the points they wish to make or to develop their
argument. Candidates should be encouraged to show analysis of the texts in their answers,
commenting on the author’s use of descriptive and expressive techniques.

e Candidates need to answer three questions in this examination, and so time management is important.

e  Handwriting must be legible.

General comments

Most candidates showed detailed understanding of the Chinese texts, and many were also able to
demonstrate knowledge of literary techniques when responding to the questions.

This year there were still a some candidates who did not follow the instructions correctly.

It is important that candidates are familiar with the requirements of the examination; details are given in both
English and Chinese on the front page of the question paper and remain unchanged. Candidates should
answer three questions in total (choosing either (a) or (b) in each case). They should answer one question
from Section 1, one from Section 2 and the third question from either Section 1 or 2. Each answer must be
on a different text. Those who answered three questions from the same section or who answered both
options on the same text were credited with the two highest marks only. This year, there were also cases
where candidates wrote about poems not listed in the syllabus; such work cannot be credited.

Most candidates showed a thorough understanding of the characters and content of the texts. Candidates
not only discussed the plot of the story, but some were also able to show awareness of the social, political
and historical context in China at the time. Familiarity with the social background of the play or poem was
often present in those responses showing understanding of the underlying themes.
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Most candidates were aware that the focus of responses should be firmly on the text itself and they were
able to analyse the plot or characters with supporting textual references. Several essays would have
benefited from a judicious use of well-chosen brief quotations from the texts to illustrate the points they were
making. Candidates should avoid summarising or repeating the story but rather choose a short quote to
illustrate the point, then go on to explain why the quotation or reference supports the argument/discussion
running through the essay.

In a small number of cases evidence of unfamiliarity with the works showed up through misunderstandings,
such as thinking that the Zongzhen and Cuiyuan are lovers who reunited after a long absence, etc.
Candidates are advised to choose questions based on the works they have read and studied to avoid major
mistakes in answering questions.

Most candidates were able to answer questions in an academic essay style with a clear essay structure,
including a short introduction, the main body of the argument and a conclusion, using clear paragraphs.
Although candidates are not assessed on their linguistic accuracy in this paper, candidates need to
communicate clearly and effectively.

The most successful responses were those that showed evidence of pre-essay planning and good time

management. Each of the three essays is marked out of 25, so candidates need to ensure they give
themselves enough time to answer all three equally well.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
iRk (Selected poems by Ai Qing)

(a) This question was not answered by many candidates and performance in general was quite low.
Most candidates were able to analyse the theme of the poem in combination with the material
provided and the background of the war in the North at the time. In order to score more highly,
candidates needed to include an interpretation of the author’'s emotions. In some cases, candidates
produced a limited analysis relating to Question a(ii) which only reflected the section of the poem
provided on the question paper, not the whole poem.

(b) Some good responses were seen in answer to this question in which candidates were able to
select two suitable poems by the author, analysing the author’s love for his motherland with
detailed and convincing examples. The poems chosen by some weaker candidates were not
particularly suitable for this question, for example ‘Shou Tui Che’ which led to a less-convincing
analysis as well.

Question 2
Bfi:  (LEREHET) (“Shanghai wuyan xia” by Xia Yan)

(a) This was quite a popular question and candidates showed familiarity with the play. Many were able
to give a detailed analysis of Huang Jiamei’s complicated psychological state and the reasons for
his emotional changes. They could also comment on the difficulties faced by the Huang family and
use their knowledge of the social situation and historical context to analyse possible causes of
these difficulties, showing good understanding of the author’s intention. Weaker responses tended
to focus on the Huang family’s situation from Huang Jiamei’s personal perspective, and did not
touch the social background, or concentrated solely on the family relationship, which is off topic.

(b) Only a small number of candidates chose this question. Whilst some candidates showed
understanding of the theme of the work and the meaning of the words, “ k5t & e KR H 55 4

Z ! 7, many responses simply retold the story with little analysis. Answers needed to include

analysis of the darkness of society and the plight of the five families, as well as the power of the

new generation represented by Baozhen and its meaning in the story in combination with the lyrics.
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Question 3
ikEH: (HB) (“Fengsuo’ by Zhang Ailing)

(a) Some good responses were seen to this question which showed knowledge of the plot and the
dialogues between the two main characters which came before and after the extract printed on the
question paper; candidates who were familiar with the whole story were able to give a detailed
analysis of the psychological activities behind Zongzhen’s language and behaviour. They could
also interpret the impact of the blockade on the mentality of everyone in the book, especially on the
two main characters, so as to analyse the bell ring in combination with the theme. Weaker
responses sometimes focussed too heavily on the question posed in part (i) did not answer part
(i) fully enough. Some candidates misjudged the relationship between the two, for example,
treating them as a pair of long-lost lovers.

(b) Most candidates answered this question well, analysing the meaning of the title ‘Feng
Suo/blockade’ in combination with specific plot points and symbolic meaning. Some candidates
also pointed out the contrast and transformation between the blockade in reality and the mental
block, which showed a good understanding of the theme and the author’s intention.

Section 2
Question 4
FkPidt (FZ) (“Canren” by Zhang Kangkang)

(a) In this question, most candidates reached a very clear conclusion, and could support their
arguments through the analysis of a range of relevant examples. Stronger responses also used Fu
Yongjie's cruelty to analyse the era and the social reasons behind it, thereby demonstrating their
understanding of the theme of the work. Weaker responses were often more limited and only
conducted an analysis of the behaviour of the characters.

(b) This was a popular question. Some strong responses analysed the character 21 in a detailed
manner from multiple perspectives, including discussion of the social background as well. Weaker
responses often simply retold elements of the story involving the character, with a summary of Ma
Rong’s relationship with cruelty — greater analysis was needed to reach higher marking bands.

Question 5

WASC: A3 (“Bian Cheng” by Shen Congwen)

(a) This question was not frequently chosen by candidates. Some candidates were able to give a
detailed discussion of all aspects of grandpa’s character using specific examples, including how his

character had an impact on Cuicui’s love life and marriage as well as the fate of the three young
people. These candidates also combined their analysis of the characters with the theme of the

writing.
(b) There were too few answers to make an appropriate comment on this question.
Question 6

#e: (F) (“Shou” by Xiao Hong)

(a) Most responses demonstrated a good understanding of the characters and storyline. The strongest
answers were clearly structured, conducting not only an analysis of the superficial reasons for the
principal’s behaviour, but also an in-depth discussion of the principal’s mentality when facing Wang
Yaming, reflecting the theme of the work. Weaker candidates were characterised by a more
superficial analysis of the reasons why the principal refused to let Wang Yaming wear gloves.
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(b) This was the most popular question on the paper. Most candidates demonstrated a good
understanding of the theme and showed that they were familiar with the story. They answered well
with specific examples and produced essays with a clear structure. Weaker responses often

needed a more comprehensive analysis to score more highly or to remain more tightly focussed on
the question asked.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/42
Texts

Key messages

e Candidates should read the rubric carefully in order to understand the format and structure of the paper.
Only three questions should be answered, and these must all be on a different set text and must come
from both Section 1 and Section 2. Candidates should write the question number in the left margin of
the answer booklet.

e In Section 1 part (a), all subsections must be answered. When candidates answer Questions 1, 2 or 3,
part (a) in Section 1, they must answer both (i) and (ii). A number of candidates this year could not be
fully rewarded as they only answered subsections (i) or (ii).

e Part (a) of each question in Section 1 includes a passage from one of the set texts. This is a stimulus
passage, and to answer questions fully, candidates need to go further than simply relating their answers
to the given passage. They should consider how the issues raised in the selected passage reflect the
poem/book as a whole. Part (b) of each question in Section 1 should be answered with reference to the
whole text.

e Candidates need to read the questions carefully to ensure they fully address all aspects of the question
asked. An element of evaluation and analysis of the text is needed to reach the higher marking bands; a
simple re-telling of the story is not required.

e The questions in Section 1 part (b) and Section 2 are best answered using a clear essay structure with
different paragraphs containing an introduction and a conclusion. The use of carefully selected
quotations from the texts helps candidates to illustrate the points they wish to make or to develop their
argument. Candidates should be encouraged to show analysis of the texts in their answers,
commenting on the author’s use of descriptive and expressive techniques.

e Candidates need to answer three questions in this examination, and so time management is important.

e  Handwriting must be legible.

General comments

The performance on this component was very good and many outstanding essays were produced.
Candidates seemed well-prepared and many were able to show knowledge about the historic setting of the
text as well as the authors' intentions for the work. Most candidates showed detailed understanding of the
Chinese texts, and many were also able to demonstrate knowledge of literary techniques when responding
to the questions.

This year there was still a significant number of candidates who did not follow the instructions correctly.

It is important that candidates are familiar with the requirements of the examination; details are given in both
English and Chinese on the front page of the question paper and remain unchanged. Candidates should
answer three questions in total (choosing either (a) or (b) in each case). They should answer one question
from Section 1, one from Section 2 and the third question from either Section 1 or 2. Each answer must be
on a different text. Those who answered three questions from the same section or who answered both
options on the same text were credited with the two highest marks only. This year, there were also cases
where candidates wrote about poems not listed in the syllabus; such work cannot be credited.

Most candidates showed a thorough understanding of the characters and content of the texts. Candidates
not only discussed the plot of the story, but some were also able to show awareness of the social, political
and historical context in China at the time. Familiarity with the social background of the play or poem was
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often present in those responses showing understanding of the underlying themes. In a few cases
understanding of the context was less secure, especially when analysing poetry. Sometimes more contextual
understanding was needed to enable full understanding and analysis, for example some candidates were not
sure of the situation at the time Ai Qing's poems were written, which resulted in a misunderstanding of the
theme. When candidates study the works, it is important and helpful to make sure they understand and
consider the backgrounds of these works. Candidates are also advised to choose questions based on the
works they have read and studied to avoid major mistakes in answering questions.

Most candidates were aware that the focus of responses should be firmly on the text itself and they were
able to analyse the plot or characters with supporting textual references. A few responses became distracted
by giving general information about the author’s life or even relating elements of the texts to their own
personal experiences, which is not necessary. Several essays would have benefited from a judicious use of
well-chosen brief quotations from the texts to illustrate the points they were making. Candidates should avoid
summarising or repeating the story but rather choose a short quote to illustrate the point, then go on to
explain why the quotation or reference supports the argument / discussion running through the essay.

Most candidates were able to answer questions in an academic essay style with a clear essay structure,
including a short introduction, the main body of the argument and a conclusion, using clear paragraphs.
Although candidates are not assessed on their linguistic accuracy in this paper, candidates need to
communicate clearly and effectively.

The most successful responses were those that showed evidence of pre-essay planning and good time

management. Each of the three essays is marked out of 25, so candidates need to ensure they give
themselves enough time to answer all three equally well.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Y HFE (Selected poems by Ai Qing)

(a) Most candidates were able to analyse the image of beggars as presented in the poem (Z.™5)
and explained how the descriptions portrayed their state of poverty, extreme hunger, and
homelessness. Stronger candidates also used the whole poem and knowledge of the social context
to interpret the author's hatred of war, and sympathy and compassion for beggars. Some
candidates were less secure in the analysis of the historical background, whilst others
misunderstood the author's emotions and the theme of the work, and misinterpreted the poem as
being critical of beggars.

(b) The best responses to this question used two suitable poems by Ai Qing to analyse how the poet
expressed concern for people and life through the image of land, using detailed and convincing
examples to support their argument. Weaker responses needed to take note of the keyword “land”
as they were often limited to an analysis of the content of the poems. In some cases, candidates
chose to write about poems that were not suitable for this question and did not exemplify what the
question asked for, such as ‘Dayanhe’ which made their analysis less convincing. In addition, the
poems selected by a few candidates were not listed in the syllabus; candidates should be reminded
that their answers should refer to material within the syllabus content.
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Question 2
7. (E#EEWET) (“Shanghai wuyan xia” by Xia Yan)

(a) Most candidates showed good understanding and knowledge of the play. They knew that Yang
Caiyu and Lin Zhicheng lived together and could also analyse the reasons behind it. Stronger
candidates were able to provide further analysis on the social causes contributing to the situation,
such as the government's oppression of revolutionaries at that time, the low social status of women
who struggled to find jobs, and so on. Some weaker responses revealed a misunderstanding of the
reasons for Kuangfu's departure from Yang Caiyu, whilst others over-analysed Kuangfu's mental
state after returning, which was unnecessary for this question.

(b) Most candidates performed well and could compare in detail the different living situations and
psychological states of the two characters as exemplified through the songs they love to sing.
Stronger responses also provided deeper discussion on the influence of their different life
experiences, connecting this to the social background at the time, and the different roles of the two
characters in bringing out the theme. Weaker responses were characterised by an unbalanced or
incomplete analysis of the two characters.

Question 3
TkEF: (HE) , (B8 (“Liuging” and “Fengsuo” by Zhang Ailing)

(a) This was a popular question and most candidates showed that they had understood the similarities
between Cuiyuan and Zongzhen'’s life experiences. Many candidates were able to cite these
similarities as the following: the influence of family members, troubles at work, involuntary
marriage, and most importantly, the fact that they couldn’t do what they wanted to do and they had
to play the part of a good person instead of being themselves; candidates then went on to explain
and analyse the themes of the work. In response to part (i), most candidates included a discussion
of Cuiyuan’s disappointment and sadness at Zongzhen'’s leaving, but only the best responses also
specifically analysed her psychological changes. The highest scoring responses included detailed
and specific analysis of both parts (i) and (ii).

(b) This was also a very popular question. Most candidates produced an accurate analysis of the
marital relationship between Mr. Mi and Dunfeng, pointing out that although they had a marriage of
convenience, they developed a sense of warmth and love for each other in daily life. The strongest
responses also referenced the theme of work and discussed the author's understanding of
marriage and relationships. Some weaker answers were less convincing and focussed too heavily
on the relationship between the two people and their predecessors.

Section 2
Question 4
skPiPi (F&Z) (“Canren” by Zhang Kangkang)

(a) Most candidates showed familiarity with the plot of the novel and were able to use specific
examples to discuss the relationship between Niuben and Yangyang, sometimes including detailed
analysis of Niuben’s possessive love and Yangyang’s ambivalence. Weaker responses mainly
framed their answer from Niuben’s perspective and needed to also include Yangyang's viewpoint to
score more highly. Some others described the conflicts between Niuben and Fu Zhenglian, rather
the relationship with Yangyang, thus missing the focus of the question.

(b) Stronger candidates used ample evidence to analyse the reasons why the soldiers of the company
failed to appeal. These including examples such as the following: Niuben handing over the
confession easily, the regiment headquarters covering up Fu Zhenglian, the regiment
headquarter’s unwillingness to be implicated, exposing themselves to corruption and bribery,
Niuben’s unpardonable crime of homicide and the lack of social legal system at that time. These
answers and examples reflected the candidates’ ability to think independently and their
understanding of the background of the work and the author's intention. Some weaker responses
relied too heavily on simply describing the plot and analysing the theme of cruelty, which was not
always relevant and did not link well to the question asked.
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Question 5
RASC: (A3 (“Bian Cheng” by Shen Congwen)

(a) This question was not frequently chosen by candidates. Those candidates who did answer on this
text were often able to carefully analyse the author's description of the natural environment and
were able to connect the unsophisticated and beautiful natural environment with the beauty of
human nature praised in the novel, showing good understanding of the role of environmental
descriptions and the theme of the work. Weaker responses showed a tendency to use a large
number of quotations from the text describing the environment but needed to also include an
analysis of these quotations in their answers to make them relevant and justified. Candidates
sometimes needed to take into consideration the difference between the social environment and
the natural environment, and to focus their answers on the latter to meet the requirement of the
question.

(b) Candidates who chose this question demonstrated their familiarity with the work. They were able to
select specific examples from the two brothers’ pursuit of Cuicui to analyse the brothers’ attitudes
towards love and family. Stronger candidates could further analyse and compare the brothers’
characters from what they said and what they did. Weaker responses mainly retold the storyline,
focusing on the tragic love ending, but omitting analysis of the brothers' characters.

Question 6
#e: (F) (“Shou” by Xiao Hong)

(a) Many candidates chose this question. Most showed that they were familiar with the plot and had a
good understanding of the themes. Stronger candidates also gave a detailed analysis of the
process of Wang Yaming's psychological changes from when she first came to school to when she
was forced to leave. Such responses often also made the connection with the theme of the work
and analysed the specific reasons for the changes. It was evident that some candidates had
perhaps misunderstood Wang Yaming's mental state when leaving school, with some interpreting
the situation as her giving up of her own accord or no longer being able to bear the bullying and
needing to escape from school.

(b) This was also a very popular question. Most candidates were able to analyse the differences
between Wang Yaming and her classmates, citing a range of differences including hand colour,
learning attitudes, educational levels, family background/living habits, differences in social class,
etc., which resulted in the bullying and discrimination of the upper class against the lower class.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/43
Texts

Key messages

e Candidates should read the rubric carefully in order to understand the format and structure of the paper.
Only three questions should be answered, and these must all be on a different set text and must come
from both Section 1 and Section 2. Candidates should write the question number in the left margin of
the answer booklet.

e In Section 1 part (a), all subsections must be answered. When candidates answer Questions 1, 2 or 3,
part (a) in Section 1, they must answer both (i) and (ii). A number of candidates this year could not be
fully rewarded as they only answered subsections (i) or (ii).

e Part (a) of each question in Section 1 includes a passage from one of the set texts. This is a stimulus
passage, and to answer questions fully, candidates need to go further than simply relating their answers
to the given passage. They should consider how the issues raised in the selected passage reflect the
poem/book as a whole. Part (b) of each question in Section 1 should be answered with reference to the
whole text.

e Candidates need to read the questions carefully to ensure they fully address all aspects of the question
asked. An element of evaluation and analysis of the text is needed to reach the higher marking bands; a
simple re-telling of the story is not required.

e The questions in Section 1 part (b) and Section 2 are best answered using a clear essay structure with
different paragraphs containing an introduction and a conclusion. The use of carefully selected
quotations from the texts helps candidates to illustrate the points they wish to make or to develop their
argument. Candidates should be encouraged to show analysis of the texts in their answers,
commenting on the author’s use of descriptive and expressive techniques.

e Candidates need to answer three questions in this examination, and so time management is important.

e  Handwriting must be legible.

General comments

Candidate performance this year was generally good, with a wide range of sound and competent essays
seen, showing evidence of thorough preparation. Most candidates showed detailed understanding of the
Chinese texts, and many were also able to demonstrate knowledge of literary techniques when responding
to the questions.

This year there were still a some candidates who did not follow the instructions correctly.

It is important that candidates are familiar with the requirements of the examination; details are given in both
English and Chinese on the front page of the question paper and remain unchanged. Candidates should
answer three questions in total (choosing either (a) or (b) in each case). They should answer one question
from Section 1, one from Section 2 and the third question from either Section 1 or 2. Each answer must be
on a different text. Those who answered three questions from the same section or who answered both
options on the same text were credited with the two highest marks only. This year, there were also cases
where candidates wrote about poems not listed in the syllabus; such work cannot be credited.

Most candidates showed a thorough understanding of the characters and content of the texts. Candidates
not only discussed the plot of the story, but some were also able to show awareness of the social, political
and historical context in China at the time. Familiarity with the social background of the play or poem was
often present in those responses showing understanding of the underlying themes.
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In a few cases, responses exposed that candidates were unfamiliar with the works, and misunderstanding or
guesswork was evident. Candidates are advised to choose questions based on the works they have read
and studied to avoid major mistakes in answering questions.

Most candidates were aware that the focus of responses should be firmly on the text itself and they were
able to analyse the plot or characters with supporting textual references. A few weaker responses became
distracted or lost relevance to the question by giving general information about the author’s life or even
relating elements of the texts to their own personal experiences. Several essays would have benefited from a
judicious use of well-chosen brief quotations from the texts to illustrate the points they were making.
Candidates should avoid summarising or repeating the story but rather choose a short quote to illustrate the
point, then go on to explain why the quotation or reference supports the argument/discussion running
through the essay.

Most candidates were able to answer questions in an academic essay style with a clear essay structure,
including a short introduction, the main body of the argument and a conclusion, using clear paragraphs.
Although candidates are not assessed on their linguistic accuracy in this paper, candidates need to
communicate clearly and effectively.

The most successful responses were those that showed evidence of pre-essay planning and good time

management. Each of the three essays is marked out of 25, so candidates need to ensure they give
themselves enough time to answer all three equally well.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Y HFE (Selected poems by Ai Qing)

(a) Most candidates could analyse the importance of F=H#£ %= in the poem, analysing both the literal and
symbolic meanings. Most candidates showed an understanding of the historical context when the
poem was written and could describe the social reality in China at that time. Stronger candidates
could further analyse the use of language and techniques used in the poem to support their
argument.

(b) This question was a popular choice and most candidates who chose this question successfully
used two suitable poems in their answers. The best responses also analysed the language used in
the poems in detail, highlighting features such as the simple language and style, which also
demonstrated their understanding of the author’s style and the theme of the poems. Weaker
responses often included an interpretation of the poem as a whole but needed to also focus on the
style of the language. Some candidates confused simplicity of language with plain language.

Question 2
Bfi:  (LEREHETF) (“Shanghai wuyan xia” by Xia Yan)

(a) Very few candidates chose this question. Those who did were usually able to compare the
differences between the personalities of Zhao Zhenyu and Zhao'’s wife. It was not unusual to see
answers to this question which revealed unfamiliarity with the extract supplied on the question
paper, as responses often contained errors and misunderstandings in their analysis. A relatively
small number of strong responses included a detailed analysis of the mental state of Mrs. Zhao at
that time based on the plot before and after the moment of the extract. They suggested Mrs. Zhao'’s
complacency was due to her dislike and contempt for Shi Xiaobao, and identified that she was the
first to discover Shi Xiaobao’s disgraceful life, and so on.

(b) Most candidates were more familiar with the life experiences of Kuang Fu, Yang Caiyu and Lin
Zhicheng and the complex relationship between them. In order to improve, a more substantial
interpretation of their marital status and the social reasons behind it was needed. The best
responses included a deeper analysis of the historical background, such as the government’s

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education © 2022




Cambridge International Advanced Level
9715 Chinese November 2022
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

oppression of revolutionaries at that time, the low social status of women, the difficulties faced by
single mothers, the exploitation of workers by capitalists and other social problems, and the release
of political prisoners after the Xi'an Incident the Sino-Japanese war.

Question 3
SKEFs:  (BE) , (EHB) (“Liuging” and “Fengsuo” by Zhang Ailing)

(a) For question 3(a)(i), most candidates were able to analyse Dunfeng’s language and behaviour in
order to present a very strong argument and clear conclusion that Dunfeng was not happy to let Mr.
Mi visit his ex-wife. They were also able to examine the character of Mr. Mi from different
perspectives using specific examples. Stronger responses made connections with the wider theme
and discussed the author’s understanding of marriage and relationships. A small number of
candidates only partially answered the question — candidates should be reminded that in Section 1
where several sub questions are given (e.g. (i)(ii)(iii)), they must answer all parts.

(b) This was a very popular question, and candidates presented differing arguments which asserted
either that Cuiyuan and Zongzhen were really in love (in the short term) or that they were not in
love (in the long run); either was acceptable, as long as the analysis presented by the candidate
was reasonable and supported. When analysing the relationship between the two, stronger
responses discussed the different mental states of the two characters and related this to the theme
of the story, which reflected their deep understanding of the work.

Section 2
Question 4
kPl (B2 (“Canren” by Zhang Kangkang)

(a) This question required a careful analysis of the behaviour and motivation of Niuben. Some high-
scoring responses linked the plot to Niuben’s personality to analyse the reasons why Niuben had
the trial before killing Fu. These reasons included the following: to make sure Fu Zhenglian pleaded
guilty and to leave evidence to prevent him from overturning the case; Niuben believed that that he
represented justice and had the right to try Fu Zhenglian in revenge for all the Zhi Qing (educated
youth) in oppression; he wanted to know if Fu Zhenglian bullied YangYang; he did not intend to kill
Fu at the beginning, he just wanted him to confess, etc. Responses from weaker candidates were
often characterised by a partial analysis focused on the cruelty of the two characters and needed a
stronger connection to the question asked.

(b) This was another very popular question. Most candidates were familiar with the plot and conducted
a good analysis of the two changes in Ma Rong’s attitude towards Niuben’s death decades later,
emphasising his betrayal and cruelty. In order to improve, some responses needed a deeper
analysis of Ma Rong’s thoughts and attitudes when Niuben was executed. Stronger responses
focused on the key word “change” and discussed Ma Rong’s mental journey more completely.
They also interpreted the theme in connection with the social reasons behind it.

Question 5
ASC: (A3 (“Bian Cheng” by Shen Congwen)

(a) Although not many candidates chose this question, most who did answered it comprehensively and
in depth, from the perspectives of family, lovers, friends, villagers, etc. Candidates analysed the
relationships and care between people in the novel with specific examples, and interpreted the
theme of the work, praising the beauty of humanity.

(b) This question was not chosen by many candidates. Stronger candidates comprehensively analysed
Cuicui’s character and its importance in the realisation of the theme, using a number of relevant
examples to support their arguments. The analysis of weaker candidates mainly focused on her
attitude towards love, and a more rounded examination was needed to score more highly.
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Question 6
el (F) (“Shou” by Xiao Hong)

(a) This was the most frequently chosen question on the paper. Most candidates demonstrated an
excellent understanding of the theme of the work and exhibited familiarity with the story. The
strongest responses discussed the social problems reflected in Wang Yaming’s unfortunate
experience, citing details such as the gap between the rich and poor in society at that time, class
differences, intolerance towards people from lower social classes, condescending attitudes towards
foreigners by some in the field of education, etc. The analysis of the weaker candidates was not
always comprehensive enough.

(b) Candidates showed knowledge of Wang Yaming’s experience in the school. In some cases,
candidates needed to read the question more carefully, as they discussed other people’s attitudes
towards Wang Yaming rather than Yaming’s attitude towards learning and other students, as asked
for in the question. Stronger candidates were able to analyse the reasons behind Wang Yaming’s
attitude towards study and other people, and they discussed the society’s ruthless and unfair
treatment of her from Wang Yaming’s perspective, demonstrating their understanding of the
author’s intentions.
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