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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/21
Reading and Writing 21

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were focused on music and the power of music in everyday life. Question 5(b) requires
candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own understanding,
experience or opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be personal and not a
mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question 5 is to be kept to a
limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e have a plan on how long they need to spend on each question, to make sure they have sufficient time
for Question 5

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

A strong performance was seen from candidates in this year’s examination. Most candidates showed they
had a thorough understanding of the two reading passages and a good number of candidates offered
complete and accurate answers. In general, answers were presented clearly and, for the most part,
handwriting was legible. The majority of candidates attempted all the questions.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen. Many candidates
demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using synonyms,
rearranging the word order and filtering out the key information. There were a few candidates this year who
did not write their answers in continuous prose for Question 3 and Question 4, which had an impact on the
Quality of Language marks that could be awarded.

The maijority of answers to Question 5 were written within the word limit. Question 5 (a) continues to be less
well-answered compared to other questions on the paper. Candidates need to read the questions carefully,
making sure they understand the specific focus of the task before beginning to write their summary. This will
help them to ensure they response is fully relevant.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The majority of candidates were able to find the correct synonyms from the reading passage and write them
accurately. To improve performance, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary
tested and to analyse its position in the sentence. The best way to check if the correct synonym has been
found is to see if the two pieces of vocabulary are interchangeable in the context.

(a) Candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the vocabulary tested, and the majority could
locate %%k in the passage.

(b) The performance on this question was still very good, however, relatively speaking this was found
to be the most challenging question in this section. The most common incorrect answer given was
Lk 2837 51, which showed that candidates knew where the answer was in the text, but did not have a
full enough understanding to be precise in their answer and therefore included additional words.

(c) This was one of the best answered questions in the paper, with most candidates finding the target
vocabulary item.

(d) Most candidates handled this question well, with only a few candidates struggling to find -E# /\ &
in the text.

(e) This was another well answered question and almost all candidates were able to supply the correct
synonym f&i.

Question 2

Candidates tackled this question confidently, showing a firm understanding of the grammatical structures
being tested and their ability to manipulate them within the sentence.

(a) Candidates seemed familiar with the structure being tested as a vast majority handled this
successfully.

(b) The performance on this question was very good and most candidates secured the mark.

(c) The majority of candidates demonstrated they could manipulate the structure correctly. Quite a few
candidates wrote fii# A AR, HLsCA BLERIFE, which was also accepted.

Question 3

The reading passage described Xiaoya’s experience of participating in a choir competition. Candidates
performed strongly on this question. Some very able candidates managed to summarise their answers using
their own words, whilst others mainly used the words from the passage.

(a) Most candidates were able to score 3 or 4 marks on this opening question. The point relating to 1
# /w2 was found to be the hardest for candidates to recognise as making the competition
significant for Xiaoya. Quite a few candidates wrote %<2t /7 or &t J1k&HS A+, which were
accepted.

(b) Some candidates were able to produce excellent concise answers to convey ideas like [4] 7K H A
[H] I B AL, ANor4E Y B PE 77 from the text. Others simply used the examples from the texts, which
were also credited.

(c) A strong performance was seen in response to this question with most candidates securing at least
3 marks out of 4. The most frequently omitted answer was & 5.5k 3| L 347 .

(d) Candidates handled this question successfully. Almost all candidates identified the point 5 {F 1 B
. correctly, but a few candidates wrote 7@ filx T P4.C», which was not focused clearly enough on the
key point of #t3k. Similarly, answers like Y3k 1 5 25 #H#k did not show genuine understanding, and
so could not be credited.
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(e) An excellent performance was seen here with most candidates providing accurate answers.
Different variations like 7 "2 i F5 4 which had a similar meaning to 4.0 "% 3% were seen,
showing that candidates were able to use a wide range of their own words to answer questions.

Question 4

The topic of this passage was music and business culture. Candidates attempted all questions and most
wrote in full sentences.

(a) Responses to this question were mixed, as quite a few candidates found it challenging to give the
two necessary pieces of information FI4F#k (1)1 ZE 0 & 55 8)30/E and F fi 5105 5 ERBE e/, Whilst
some excellent answers were seen, answers like T Z L& 557 3 Z01E or i 5 FRFH i1 were awarded
marks providing the meaning was clear.

(b) Most candidates tackled this question well. Almost all candidates could supply the point i AJi 4.

(c) Most candidates scored at least 2 marks out of a possible 4. Answer such as #5188 /) were
accepted and a small number of candidates were also able to draw the conclusion from the text
that lawyers are 17 4f.

(d) Most candidates managed to score 2 marks out of 3. Some candidates included irrelevant answers
like J8/> & 77 which were not credited. When trying to express the concept of increased team spirit
or a strengthened sense of cohesion within a company, some candidates gave answers like il
i1 —2¢ A\ which did not show a full understanding of what the text said.

(e) This was best answered question in this section. Most candidates gave all 4 valid points
successfully. Others seemed to have misread the question, as their answers focused on the
outcome of the music, such as 2 7 TR or & i B IF I SCAL A .

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Most candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise many relevant points from both passages
about the importance of music in the development of businesses.

Almost all candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. Question 5(a) was found to be quite
challenging by some, and there were few scripts which were awarded all 10 content points. Lower-scoring
responses were characterised by lengthy sections focusing on only a few points or repeating the same points
in different ways. The best responses were those that summarised a variety of points from the passages,
articulating ideas clearly. Candidates must bear in mind that it is a summary task and the key is to outline
relevant points directly linked to Question 5(a) in order to score highly.

For Question 5(b), higher-scoring responses gave varied and interesting ideas linked to the question. It
does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more important that the candidate demonstrates
their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give relevant responses to the question.

In order to score highest marks for language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question
in a continuous prose style. Furthermore, candidates need to be able to show that they can use complex
sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/22
Reading and Writing 22

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were on the topic of politeness and the importance of improving the awareness of good
manners amongst young people. Question 5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to
the material, which can be their own understanding, experience or opinion of the issues raised.
Responses to Question 5(b) should be a personal response and not a mere repetition of the materials
in the given texts. The whole response for Question 5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200
characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e have a plan on how long they need to spend on each question, to make sure they have sufficient time
for Question 5

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

Most candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of the two reading passages and responded well
to the questions asked. Some responded to the questions fully, using clear expressions and giving focused
answers with a range of appropriate vocabulary.

Responses to Questions 1 and 2 were very good, with most candidates showing they had a sound
knowledge of the tested vocabulary and grammar. Similarly, many good and clearly expressed responses to
Question 3 and Question 4 were seen. Many candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information
through using appropriate connectives, using synonyms, rearranging the word order and carefully selecting
the key information. It is important that candidates pay attention to the mark allocation and cover all the
points required by the questions; some able candidates could not be awarded all available marks as their
answers were incomplete. It is important that candidates read the questions carefully before giving answers.

There were still quite a few candidates this year who did not write their answers in continuous prose for
Question 3 and Question 4, which had an impact on the Quality of Language marks that could be awarded.
Candidates should be reminded that it is important to provide well written responses in full sentences rather
than bullet points or note-form in order to demonstrate the skills required in the mark scheme for Accuracy.
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Most candidates were able to include at least 5 valid points for Question 5(a) as well expressing their own

views for Question 5(b) within the word limit. It was noted that the vocabulary and language used was
excellent this year.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The performance on this question was very good and showed that candidates had thoroughly understood
the vocabulary, enabling them to locate the synonyms from the passage 1.

(a) This question was very well answered. Candidates could usually identify ¥i1l] as the synonym.
Occasional incorrect answers included #1403, 22 or i&-F.

(b) Almost all candidates were able to gain the mark for this question. If an incorrect answer was
supplied, it was usually ##1 4, Bk, A or FE.

(c) The majority of candidates demonstrated a correct understanding to the tested vocabulary. In a
minority of cases, responses such as ZHALSL, ZH, B, EH T L, Jii%E or Jith were given,
which may indicate an element of guessing rather than leaving the answer space blank.

(d) This was a well answered question with majority of the candidates correctly supplying %k A~%1.
Infrequent incorrect answers included AR EJ, {HERAK], A4 or .

(e) Overall, candidates answered this question well, but a wider variety of performance was seen,
including more incorrect responses compared to other questions in the section. These wrong
answers included: VE&, L31, HTER, EX, B& #E, BE, L% or JHE. Afew
candidates also left this question unanswered.

Question 2

Most candidates completed the grammatical manipulation questions successfully and managed to re-write
the sentences correctly using the structures provided. Candidates needed to take care to place the given
structures in the right place in order to ensure the new sentences were logically correct. To be awarded
marks for Question 2, the original meaning of the sentence must be retained after the inclusion of the given
structure.

(a) Most candidates were able to manipulate % structure successfully whilst maintaining the original
meaning. Some candidates had problems with word order, which created sentences which did not
make sense, such as 1 K5 & AL FRAE A E — B LR or Hr [ — B DR # R 8 Al e

.

(b) This was generally well answered. Some candidates retained 175 or 1544 in the sentence after
applying the required structure JS& -+« =it e and could not be credited as a result.

(c) The majority of candidates knew where to place < FrLA, but some candidates seemed unsure

where to place — 1N #L3R M. Answers such as: — /N AL ANIR > 2 A LA 5N B AN BRI ED
%, RFNEESEZHELZMMAK or 2 FTUAEESEZRELZMMA, Z2EAN—MHEILFMAR
DB SR RFTENS: were not credit worthy.

Question 3

The topic of this passage was politeness and the benefits of having good manners. A strong performance
was seen, with candidates generally attempting all questions. Candidates showed command of a variety of
vocabulary in their answers and were able to use a good range of linking words, such as B 45+ Heeeees
B B, B enabling them to access the higher mark range for Quality of Language. Candidates
were aware that they should not lift language extensively from the passages, and generally wrote using their
own words.
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The question required candidates to identify the factors that influence politeness, as described in
the first paragraph. A good number of candidates showed excellent understanding and gave
precise answers, whilst others found this question very challenging, as answers could not be
simply lifted from the text, and required some interpretation. Weaker responses struggled to
paraphrase the language correctly, or simply lifted a section of a sentence ‘i Al A Bl K I (1) &5 18
A2 IHAZ 1, which did not answer the question and therefore could not be credited.

This question had the best performance in this section, with the majority of candidates successfully
locating the required information. Candidates who simply quoted 1 ¥ ~%% needed to add further
explanation to say that this was used to educate children to gain the mark here.

Candidates in general read this question carefully and responded accordingly. Weaker responses
showed a misreading of the question and typically stated all the bad behaviours rather than the
circumstances leading to those behaviours. Common wrong answers were: —6A48 B 47 N 7E KA

ERANRIEOLT; R ARZE AR OLN, ARE AL NSO T,

This question was well-answered as most candidates were aware that a positive adjective was
needed to define each quality. The majority of candidates secured 3 marks out of a possible 4.
Candidates were expected to make the term %Zi% 77 3\ positive in their answer to secure the mark,
and quite a few candidates handled this successfully.

Most candidates achieved 3 marks out of 4, with the point about i A A\ £ being most
frequently omitted. Weaker responses simply stated ‘#% 2|5 £ 1] ¥’ from the text, which could not
be credited.

Question 4

The topic of this passage was about teaching young people good manners. The performance on this
question was better than Question 3, which demonstrated the excellent understanding and language
proficiency candidates have. Some interesting language was used in the answers provided, including a good
selection of linking words. Overall, a large number of candidates were able to use the information from the
texts to answer questions.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

There was a high performance on this question. Most candidates scored 2 out of 3 marks, with the
point /bl £ 1% T being most frequently omitted; candidates often included ‘A% 4 JF Al % 1~ 1) 25
or HLILAY LB B in their responses instead. Some candidates mixed up action /> i)l %% ¥ and
consequence $7 K T 5% 71 &, and needed to note that the question asked for the action ‘i%/E
24 not the outcome.

This was one of the best-answered questions in the section. The majority of candidates responded
very well, giving answers such as ‘W22 47, “FEBAFT I etc.; It was regrettable that some
candidates gave answers describing negative behaviours rather than changing them into positive
behaviours to fulfil the task.

This question was well-handled and a strong performance was seen. Occasionally, a small number
of candidates neglected to specify whose safety #5#%j was concerned about, and so did not gain the
mark.

The performance on this question was mixed. Quite a few candidates found it difficult to identify
that teachers should create a positive environment within the school or that young people need to
want to learn good manners themselves. Answers like 5 — M AL 3R or A M B SR £ 2R
were not detailed enough to reflect the text fully.

This was the best-answered question in this section with almost all candidates securing both
marks.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
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point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Candidates handled Question 5(a) well. Higher-scoring candidates were able to integrate information from
the texts seamlessly into their own writing, creating a natural flow and articulating their ideas clearly. In
Question 5(a), most candidates were able to identify poor behaviour as discussed in the second passage,
but found it more challenging to identify the characteristics of politeness from the first passage. There were
still some candidates this year who responded to Question 5(a) by expressing their own ideas and talking
about personal experience without referring to the texts at all. Candidates should be reminded that part (a) is
a summary task, and so all points must be drawn from the passages — elements related to personal
experience or general knowledge cannot be credited.

In Question 5(b), most candidates were able to express their personal views very well. They were able to
show their knowledge, attitudes and opinions about manners. Candidates should bear in mind that it is
important to give varied and interesting ideas linked to the question. It does not matter if the opinions are
positive or negative, it is more important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic
discussed in the texts to give a relevant response to the question. ldeas and opinions were generally not as
well developed this year; this may be due to the restriction of the character count or limited personal
experience. However, some excellent answers with a wide range of opinions, ideas and facts were seen.

Most candidates showed that they could write accurate Chinese and were able to communicate clearly and
effectively throughout.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/23
Reading and Writing 23

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were on the topic of external and internal beauty. Question 5(b) requires candidates to
give their personal response to the material, which can be their own understanding, experience and
opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be personal and not a mere repetition
of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question 5 is to be kept to a limit of no more
than 200 characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, and question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e have a plan on how long they need to spend on each question, to make sure they have sufficient time
for Question 5

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The quality of work produced in this year’'s examination was very good. Most candidates demonstrated their
genuine understanding of the two reading passages and were able to respond clearly and accurately.
Answers were presented clearly and most questions were attempted by all.

Candidates, in general, were able to use varied vocabulary and some used complex structures to answer
questions. There were some candidates who did not write their answers in continuous prose for Question 3
and Question 4, which had an impact on the Quality of Language marks that could be awarded.

It was noted that Question 5 (a) was the least well-answered compared to other questions and there was
evidence that candidates found locating the relevant information from the passages quite challenging.
Furthermore, some candidates struggled to use concise language to organise the ideas from the texts within
the word limit. Candidates showed their command of written Chinese by using a variety of complex
structures accurately in their responses.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

A high level of performance was seen in the answers to this question, showing that most candidates had
understood the vocabulary well and also had a solid knowledge of synonyms. In some cases, candidates
needed to be more careful with their character writing to avoid missing or adding strokes which might cause
ambiguity.

(a) Most candidates were able to identify $[ii from the passage.

(b) Performance on this question was split between those who could locate the correct answer well
and others who just seemed to guess the answer, writing answers that were quite random.

(c) An excellent understanding of the vocabulary was shown here with the majority of candidates
securing the mark, despite the fact that the character 5 was quite hard to write.

(d) Candidates successfully handled this question and most answers were accurate.

(e) This was another well answered question with almost all candidates supplying the correct synonym
Ty

Question 2

In general, candidates did well in this question. The vast majority of candidates re-wrote the sentences
correctly using the structures given.

(a) Candidates generally answered this question successfully using the R F------ Aeeeees structure. A
small number of answers omitted 73, which had an impact on the meaning and therefore could
not be credited.

(b) Overall, this was the best answered question in this section. Some incorrect answers such as 7 i
2 YRR Ui R B R AN ] 16 8% were occasionally seen and were not accepted.

(c) There was a strong performance on this question too. Answer such as —4> A I35 T 4M 5 LAAH,
A W1t were frequently seen and as the meaning was retained, credit was given.

Question 3

The topic of this passage was how social media affects people’s idea of beauty. Performance was generally
good, and some candidates managed to locate and extract material accurately, using their own words to
rephrase the information. The majority of candidates used full sentences in their answers, which helped them
achieve good marks for quality of language. Candidates seemed aware that they should not lift large
amounts of language directly from the passages.

(a) There was quite a mixed performance on this question. More able candidates were able to
precisely locate and extract the concepts of beauty discussed in the opening sentences. Others
copied more extensively from the text. Lots of candidates wrote F1ii or /&R which were accepted

for B,

(b) Most candidates could supply /LA Hi 1] but found the second point (845 I B A F H CL )
more challenging. It was noticeable that those candidates who did not secure the second point only
gave a partial answer like & /%] H C.[3%, and needed to include the essential element #4511 .

(c) The vast majority of candidates were able to give accurate answers to this question. A few answers
like, 7 ik 36 VR e = A e T, JRIE 2% £ 444G Bl /E R were relevant, but not precise enough to
warrant the mark because they did not reflect a genuine understanding of the text.

(d) Candidates handled this question well. Almost all candidates could say K # X 2% i (-5 £ 351
H5. A range of different acceptable answers were seen for the second point, such as £ A - R
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REE BIAM2E. Answers like RTET-9M0 or R BEHE BISME, 20 T A TESE only paid attention to the
beauty side without mentioning i /i which was key to the answer, therefore, no mark could be
awarded to such answers.

(e) There was a strong performance in this question. A few candidates elaborated their answers
extensively, which unfortunately meant that they strayed so far from the original text their answers

were no longer valid. Answers like ANTEA LRI B IR SR I [H], AR B[] 25 G EAMA S
fI N of which RN or MEBIERI N is different from MBS Z4L ) A, and therefore
couldn’t be credited.

(f) Most candidates managed to score 2 out of the possible 3 marks available. Answer like 7] PL2= ] 31

$:fE which did not specify that the learning was happening through watching videos (& #i47i) were
not credited.

Question 4

The main focus of this passage was the idea that beauty could be seen in many different ways. The overall
performance on this question was better than Question 3. Candidates in general attempted all questions
and most candidates wrote in full sentences.

(a) The best responses demonstrated an excellent understanding of the text and gave answers along
with the key concept: &% 1K, 1SFAEMBHERAR TAE, 15T HNERYE )L. Some candidates showed
that they were able to locate the answers but could not rephrase them confidently. Answer like M-
F|#% included an element of personal interpretation which didn’t accurately reflect the text, and so
could not be given the mark.

(b) Lots of positive responses were seen and most candidates were able to use descriptive words to
show the hardship of being a J& i T..

(c) This question was very well answered by most candidates.

(d) Candidates’ answers covered both the tough working conditions the traffic police endured and how
responsible and devoted they are. Answers like ANl & (AN, FEGHAT N 2 4 TAE S AL
showed genuine understanding of the text and excellent quality of language.

(e) This was the best answered question in this section. Quite a few candidates used #4 4 /N which
was a positive example of language command at this level.

(f) This question produced a variety of answers. Some excellent answers demonstrated a clear
understanding of the points required. Answers which had clear meaning like A S RHHTN, TNEE
LN were accepted. A few candidates missed out a key part of the answer £ 718 KI5 A
and only wrote A 4 Y \, which did not fully convey the required meaning.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.
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Question 5

Most candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise the relevant points from both passages
about how external and internal beauty is portrayed in everyday life.

Almost all candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. A number of candidates found it
challenging to include ideas from both passages in their responses to Question 5(a). Key points from
passage 2 were frequently used, whereas the concepts from the first passage usually only covered i 154t
P A Re 1] and B AE H SR HI3E. For Question 5(b), quite a few candidates found it hard to give more
examples or ideas linking to the question. It does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more
important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give a
relevant response to the question.

Language accuracy was generally good. Candidates wrote in continuous prose and were able to use
complex structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/31
Essay

Key messages

There was a good performance overall in this paper. It is important to highlight several areas: candidates
must always be mindful to absorb the task’s requirements before committing to their answers. They must
also structure their answers confidently. This should be practised before sitting exams. Finally, it remains
important to remember that the use of hybrid language, namely pinyin and/or English, will not be an
acceptable substitute for native vocabulary. Candidates must possess adequate vocabulary to be able to
gain full marks.

General comments

This year’s cohort performed well, and centres deserve great credit for their role in this. Questions were
pitched at the right level and the subject themes drew a rich array of responses. Candidates were well
prepared for the questions, which allowed ample opportunity to showcase subject knowledge. The more able
candidates possessed such knowledge and were able to demonstrate it on paper. They started with a firm
understanding of the question, putting together a well-structured argument, with meaningful examples, using
a good range of vocabulary, and checked their answers. Less proficient answers contained some of these
elements but with avoidable errors or did not fully address the question. Only a very small section of the
cohort did not perform well.

In summary, candidates should:

e take time to understand the question. The question should inform the candidates’ approach to the task,
and they should refer back to it as and when required. Teachers need to reinforce this in the preparation
phase, and it should be central to good exam techniques. Past papers combined with feedback should
help develop this skill.

e understand and be confident with logical arguments. Following the point above, examination techniques
should encompass the art of forming convincing arguments on paper, i.e., one that contains an
introduction, balanced arguments, and a logical conclusion. The strongest responses also contain
suitable examples to bolster their viewpoint.

e  know how to format their work. Candidates should be able to read back their work, observing a natural
flow with no ambiguity. They need to spend more time on basic formatting and punctuation to avoid
meanings being misconstrued.

e be able to demonstrate their subject knowledge. The strongest answers are those that express
knowledge of the topic of the task. They make salient points which a wider audience can relate to,
especially through use of examples. They are pertinent and specific. Optimally, this should be done
using a rich source of vocabulary to best exploit the range of marks on offer. Weaker answers are those
which are generalised, non-committal, subjective and employ repetitive vocabulary.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The candidates who selected this question were largely unanimous in the views that space for family
members was a necessary condition for a well-functioning family environment. This included some
convincing arguments around the idea that the need for space did not belie a lack of love or affection.
Indeed, some argued it could make family bonds even stronger. Weaker performances listed family
members and the types of hobbies and interests they had. While a useful reference point, such responses
did not link back to the argument.

Question 2

This proved to be a thought-provoking question which sparked some heated debate. It also drew a range of
opinions. Those who accepted the premise cited historic cases where money and power led to high-level
global corruption. This was a good opportunity to use examples to strengthen such arguments and to
introduce philosophical views on human nature. Those on the other side of the fence put forth the idea that
ultimately no one is above the law. These candidates could again cite well-known cases to bolster their
arguments. There were cases where some candidates extended their response to include discussions
around what a just society would look like. While this was a small digression amid a cogent response, a
small number of candidates took it further and got side-tracked by arguments about what constitutes an ideal
society. Overall, examiners were impressed by the standards demonstrated.

Question 3

This was another popular choice for candidates. The question showed some divergence in performance.
Candidates generally displayed an understanding of the topic and were able to put forth decent arguments,
which impressed examiners. A significant number of candidates agreed with the premise and could cite
examples of affluent people and their lavish modes of transport. This showed good subject knowledge. Other
candidates took the line that travel was not just about class or style, it was more to do with enjoyment,
experience, spiritual enlightening, or learning. Weaker candidates were offered a very generic view of the
topic without getting into the crux of the argument.

Question 4

Another popular topic among candidates. Examiners would like to congratulate those who attempted it and
demonstrated strong subject knowledge coupled with excellent arguments. While most candidates appeared
to agree that technology can bring significant advantages to teaching and learning, opinions on whether it
could replace standard education was more divided. Those who supported the argument reasoned that Al
could deliver more bespoke learning and cater for individual needs far more effectively than the current
model, and that this technological trend would only grow stronger. Those against the premise argued that
there was more to education than learning, e.g., the social aspect, and all that student life entails. Some
candidates delved further into psychological aspects around character and nurturing; putting forward the
view that educators were an essential influence, for example, in showing empathy towards their students.
The slightly weaker responses were those that spent too much time discussing Al itself, e.g. its features and
benefits, without forming a view on one side or the other of the argument. However, in summary, a good
performance was noted across the cohort.

Question 5
Too few candidates took on this question for the examiners to provide feedback.

Advice for centres

Exam preparation clearly begins well in advance of the examination itself. This includes general examination
techniques such as how to deal with opinion questions: even some able candidates sometimes do not fully
express themselves clearly on paper because they are not putting forth a structured argument. Others need
to factor in time to proof their work. Finally, candidates should be reminded that the rubric must be strictly
followed. Deviating from the topic to demonstrate knowledge will not garner marks; similarly, resorting to
English and/or pinyin will not result in positive marks.
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Suggestion to centres

1. Prime candidates to stick to the examination questions in front of them. They should use the question as
a referral point throughout their response to ensure they stay on track.

2.  Good arguments adhere to structure: introduction, both sides of the argument then a conclusion that
follows. Use of good examples will further bolster marks. Listing facts, regurgitating learned words for
the sake it, as well as, providing simple anecdotes will not profit answers.

3. Candidates need enough subject knowledge to provide fulsome answers. At a basic level, this means
having enough vocabulary that you can adhere to the points set out above without the need to resort to
English and/or pinyin. Further, a firm grasp of basic grammar will avoid simple mistakes, e.g., using
K. Hi. 75; and some candidates mixed two sentences together without checking the grammar.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/32
Essay 32

Key messages

To excel in this paper, candidates should:

e Read the question carefully to understand the task fully before starting the writing process. This
facilitates keeping focused.

e Organise the essay to ensure it follows a coherent argument and incorporates relevant examples.

o Display a command of advanced vocabulary pertinent to the subject, use idioms, and produce
grammatically precise Chinese.

o Write a response that is unequivocally pertinent and directly addresses the question in the paper.

e Allocate time for proofreading: spending time for thorough checking significantly diminishes errors in
both character usage and grammar.

General comments

The performance on this paper was strong. Candidates appeared well-prepared and effectively showcased
their subject knowledge. An increasing number of candidates intentionally organised their arguments into
paragraphs or introduced their points using phrases like &2, 'k or A, A Z and reclaimed their

argument in the concluding paragraph using phrases like & & Z /47 LA iE.

The top performers demonstrated their expertise through straight and focused answers, employing a wide
range of vocabulary supported by a logical argument, relevant examples, and a convincing conclusion.
These candidates exhibited a clear understanding of the task at hand and displayed diligence, especially in
matters such as proofreading.

Essays within the intermediate score range indicated that candidates ihad a solid grasp of the subject matter.
Some fell short of effectively conveying this knowledge on paper: clarity in articulation or more focus on
addressing the question would have been beneficial.

The candidates with the lowest scores needed a more comprehensive understanding of the question, and a
broader range of topic-specific vocabulary. Weaker responses required more robust arguments, additional
details, and examples.

A small number of candidates wrote sentences that were too long and with a lack of punctuation. Many
candidates used ‘4y, #., 3 incorrectly in their essays. Candidates need to remember the functions of the
Chinese structural particles and use them properly They also need use accurate punctuation. A growing
number of candidates demonstrated an understanding of idioms and made a concerted effort to use them,
albeit with some inaccuracy. Candidates with vocabulary gaps often resorted to a combination of Chinese
characters with pinyin or English. In such instances, candidates are encouraged to adjust their expression,

using alternative vocabulary they are confident in using and can correctly write in Chinese.
Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

¢ A thorough understanding of the task: candidates occasionally initiate their responses prematurely due
to insufficient time spent to understanding the question. Candidates are advised to engage in self-
reflection, ensuring they have stayed on track.

e Constructing a coherent response: the strongest responses show a clear focus, presenting well-
balanced arguments supported by sound reasoning. Essays should demonstrate an understanding of
the structure of a strong argument, incorporating an introduction, presenting clear and logical
explanation and argument, and offering a concluding statement. The most effective arguments include
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relevant examples that directly apply to the topic. Additionally, proficiency in organising content and
using correct punctuation is essential. Weaker responses tend to be a simple list of facts or views and
may be heavily reliant on anecdotal experiences.

e Allotting time for proofreading: candidates often prioritise their writing time over reviewing their work.
This practice can result in work containing errors that could have been rectified with more thorough
proofreading. Adequate time for checking spelling and punctuation should be incorporated into the
response.

e Clear handwriting is encouraged: candidates need to take greater care in writing characters. Any
unclear handwriting may affect the meaning and the flow of the sentence.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1: # X L R AKX+ AL L4, RELE?

A good number of candidates chose this question and eloquently presented multiple reasons supporting their
arguments, using a variety of instances to demonstrate the greatness or depth of parental love. Some
candidates compared parental love with the affection from friends and other individuals, and examined why
parental love is often considered less selfish and more unconditional. Some candidates excessively focused
on parental love and its greatness without explaining its unconditional nature.

Question 2: JLEH 88 H B9 AFE L Z A F kit , Fitit.

This question was chosen by fewer candidates. Candidates who received high marks in the content section
were able to clearly articulate their understanding of % %1 2% and explain why prisoners should or should
not participate in % %) #i%. Their insights shown in the essay impressively surpassing the expected depth of
knowledge for their age group. Some candidates did not understand the definition of 57 %) 2%, resulting in a
less persuasive argument.

Question 3: [{& S ¥R £ L L ANRIE RAB, RELZF?

This was a very popular question. Most candidates showed a solid grasp of the topic, giving an accurate
definition of free-spirited travel, describing the activities and impacts on individuals. Exceptionally well-crafted
responses showed clear viewpoints and concise expressions. Some candidates believed that [ .3 #3847
was self-drive. Being able to argue clearly that spontaneity leads to a more enjoyable experience scored
well. Some candidates could have scored higher by not only focusing on the benefits and drawbacks of i«
Hu307%, but also linking them to 4R35 /R4, Less able candidates only discussed the advantages and

disadvantages of travelling.
Question 4: A & K+ 2 ¢l#. #HiTid.

This question was not very popular. Most candidates who chose this question were able to respond clearly
about the relationship between demand and innovation, and supported their arguments with a variety of
examples. Some candidates focused on the development of technology or the significance of technology
innovation to humans and nations instead of the link with demand, resulting in not getting the highest marks.

Question 5: ZF & H T AR HHR Y 54, RELE?

Another frequently chosen topic, where candidates conducted thorough analysis of ‘Green consumption’—
the practice of purchasing environmentally friendly products or services. Examples of such understanding
included green travel, reducing the use of disposable packaging, or avoiding excessive consumption. Some
candidates focused excessively on explaining pollution and protection rather than what green consumption is
and how it can help reduce the pollution.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/33
Essay

Key messages

To score the highest marks for essays, candidates are expected to select relevant pieces of information and
organise them in a logical manner to create a coherent argument. The use of Chinese should be generally
accurate and of a suitably advanced nature. Candidates should display a good use of idioms and appropriate
vocabulary.

General comments

Most candidates were well-prepared for the examination, and the level of the linguistic ability shown by some
candidates was outstanding. Centres and candidates should be praised for this. Towards the top of the
range, candidates displayed a sound knowledge of their chosen topic and a clear understanding of the
issues involved. Ideas and arguments were effectively organised, illustrated with relevant examples.
Relevance to the chosen question was maintained throughout. A coherent structure was demonstrated with
a logical progression of ideas leading to a sound conclusion. The work of weaker candidates was
characterised by generalised statements, limited use of supported examples, reliance on anecdotes. Some
candidates restricted their marks for content by wandering off task or allowing needless errors.

In order to do well, candidates need to ensure they:

start with understanding the task fully and manage their time efficiently. Good exam techniques,
including the use of timed challenges, should help reinforce good habits and prevent loss of marks.

demonstrate sound subject knowledge by focussing on the key issues at stake and presenting a
competent argument that can stand up to scrutiny. These responses will be replete with vocabulary and
show a certain depth.

form a cogent argument, namely, an introduction, both sides of the argument, then a conclusion that
follows. The strongest answers also contained relevant examples and vocabulary that showed depth.
When properly assembled, such responses tended to flow without any ambiguity and led the examiner
through the argument in a persuasive manner.

pay attention to detail. Some good responses had careless errors that would have been picked up with
more proofreading. Time should be set aside for checks on spelling and punctuation.
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Comment on specific questions

Question 1

This was a very popular question among candidates and was mostly answered competently. Most
candidates tended to agree with the premise and used arguments paralleling a parent’s role in their child’s
basic development with their role as teacher and educator. They reasoned that parents are natural role
models, leading by example and are in a prime position to influence their child’s learning. Some candidates
chose to develop this thread by putting forth some moving words about the profound affect parents can have
on a child’s life. Weaker answers included those that focussed on different family dynamics in other cultures.
For example, some candidates cited instances where grandparents play a more active role in the lives of
their grandchildren than parents. While relevant, such answers tended to be too simple to challenge the
validity of the premise.

Question 2

This question drew less interest. Those who attempted it provided answers to a good standard. The general
agreement was that there is a clear conflict between human feelings and dispassionate law. To endorse that
view, some candidates relied on a popular movie where a normally law-abiding citizens willingly broke the
law to address an injustice. Others cited similar real-life cases where individuals were found to have
committed an illegal act with genuinely good intentions. These candidates argued that this was evidence of
the inevitable tension between human feelings and the law.

Question 3

This was another example of a topic question that candidates felt able to take on. Most answers agreed with
the premise that travel broadens one’s horizons, although the standard of response was mixed. Simple
answers tended to argue that when travelling, you can learn about your destination’s history, culture, and
language. This was often coupled with the argument that doing this in person left a more permanent mark on
someone’s character rather, than reading about it or watching videos. More elaborate responses included
other facets around travel. For example, that the planning and organising phase, e.g. budget and itinerary,
were also educational. Piecing this together with the other aspects of travelling created a much more
comprehensive argument. Less able candidates narrowed their answers by citing specific destinations and
then listing the benefits of travelling to these places.

Question 4

This question resonated with many candidates and proved to be one which split views. Most accepted the
basic premise that technology can make us feel safe. They provided examples such as the resources we
have at our fingertips through our mobile phones, as well as our reliance on GPS navigation and the belief
CCTV deters crime. Stronger answers included counterarguments that enhanced technology was a double-
edged sword, i.e. more human reliance on it leaves us vulnerable to malicious acts. These candidates cited
examples around the growing trend of online fraud as well as the repercussions when technology fails, e.g.
when the internet signal drops out, some businesses and services cannot function.

Question 5

Too few candidates took on this question for the examiners to provide feedback.

Advice for centres

Top candidates were those who had adequately prepared. Often, candidates underperformed because they
did not fully understand the task or know how to express themselves properly on paper. Teachers must
influence this process from an early stage. Attention to exam techniques should be a crucial feature of any
syllabus and candidates should be well-drilled on what to expect and how to perform. While there were few
examples of candidates using pinyin or English, it is important to remember that it is never an acceptable
compromise when candidates lack vocabulary. Alternative vocabulary must always be sought.
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Suggestion to centres

1. The message to candidates about fully understanding the exam question should be reinforced where
possible. Only when they know what is being asked should they commit pen to paper. This should better
equip them to stay on track.

2. Answers should be focussed. Strong performers will provide efficient arguments with relevant examples.
General discussions, simple listing of known facts and anecdotes will score lesser marks.

3. Candidates must proofread their work. Some errors could have been avoided with greater attention to
details. This is highlighted in recurring grammatical mistakes.

4. Candidates should walk into an exam with healthy balance of vocabulary in the bank. This will
demonstrate good subject knowledge.
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