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Paper 9689/21
Reading and Writing 21

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates need to:

ensure that they answer all questions from Section 1 and Section 2

adhere to the word limits specified for Question 5 in Section 2

ensure that their work is legible, accurate and logically presented

show an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing and sentence structure
demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling
understand and be able to employ a range of apt vocabulary

be able to order and present facts, ideas and opinions

ensure the same word is not repeated many times

ensure that they present the response in the form stipulated in Question 5(b)

plan their use of time for each question and allow time for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

In general, candidates performed quite well on this paper with a wide range of marks awarded.

It was encouraging to note that stronger candidates made significantly fewer errors in Question 1 and
Question 2. These two questions check the ability of the vocabulary skills the candidate has. Question 2
does not need complex sentences. Identifying the word as noun or verb and constructing a simple sentence
will help the candidate to gain full marks for Question 2. For example;

Np&&enen — 616016@ G @ LNFFHemenns QbbHSHE.
(P&CLPIG — BT (LPBELPLG. SH6TeIHCH 60T

Weaker candidates generally struggled to construct sentences accurately throughout their answers.

Question 5(a) should be a summary of Text 1 and Text 2 of the reading passages contained in the Insert.
Therefore, identifying the points from the passages and giving a straightforward answer will help candidates
to save time. It is expected that candidates should list ten points from both passages to gain full marks for
this question. Answer for Question 5(b) is always expected to be their own experience in their own words. A
few candidates tried to copy the lines from the passages as their answers for Question 5(b) which is against
the marking rules.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following letters, which were often written in an
incorrect form.

60T — 6301 — [h (LI6TT — Li6afl)

60 — 61T - 10 (SHNHH6V — NS H6V)

T-0 (FaBeugl - FamiedHl)

U—Uum (UMfés - UjEs, LG - L&@LD) Gumein &mleL — CQblg.60 61(LDSHSISS6T

60 — 60 (&6VAM] — H6VAT, LETITEL — L,60T60TITEL) GUITETM CILOLL — 2 UNFCILOUI 6T(LS SIS S6N
Qi HGLD QL MG Qo ST @L RSET - (SIHSHSH6L — SLHGH6D, LSIICILIGTISH6IT —
LOSQILIGTIIS6NT, [HL_6ITLD — [HL_63T6TLD, LilgLILIGUITE — Lilg.LILG UITS)

OO O WN -

Candidates seemed to have organised their time in the examination well and there were no rubric
infringements.
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TAMIL

Paper 9689/22
Reading and Writing 22

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates need to:

ensure that they answer all questions from Section 1 and Section 2

adhere to the word limits specified for Question 5 in Section 2

ensure that their work is legible, accurate and logically presented

show an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing and sentence structure
demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling
understand and be able to employ a range of apt vocabulary

be able to order and present facts, ideas and opinions

ensure the same word is not repeated many times

ensure that they present the response in the form stipulated in Question 5(b)

plan their use of time for each question and allow time for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

In general, candidates performed quite well on this paper with a wide range of marks awarded.

It was encouraging to note that stronger candidates made significantly fewer errors in Question 1 and
Question 2. These two questions check the ability of the vocabulary skills the candidate has. Question 2
does not need complex sentences. Identifying the word as noun or verb and constructing a simple sentence
will help the candidate to gain full marks for Question 2. For example;

Np&&enen — 616016@ G @ LNFFHemenns QbbHSHE.
(P&CLPIG — BT (LPBELPLG. SH6TeIHCH 60T

Weaker candidates generally struggled to construct sentences accurately throughout their answers.

Question 5(a) should be a summary of Text 1 and Text 2 of the reading passages contained in the Insert.
Therefore, identifying the points from the passages and giving a straightforward answer will help candidates
to save time. It is expected that candidates should list ten points from both passages to gain full marks for
this question. Answer for Question 5(b) is always expected to be their own experience in their own words. A
few candidates tried to copy the lines from the passages as their answers for Question 5(b) which is against
the marking rules.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following letters, which were often written in an
incorrect form.

60T — 6301 — [h (LI6TT — Li6afl)

60 — 61T - 10 (SHNHH6V — NS H6V)

T-0 (FaBeugl - FamiedHl)

U—Uum (UMfés - UjEs, LG - L&@LD) Gumein &mleL — CQblg.60 61(LDSHSISS6T

60 — 60 (&6VAM] — H6VAT, LETITEL — L,60T60TITEL) GUITETM CILOLL — 2 UNFCILOUI 6T(LS SIS S6N
Qi HGLD QL MG Qo ST @L RSET - (SIHSHSH6L — SLHGH6D, LSIICILIGTISH6IT —
LOSQILIGTIIS6NT, [HL_6ITLD — [HL_63T6TLD, LilgLILIGUITE — Lilg.LILG UITS)

OO O WN -

Candidates seemed to have organised their time in the examination well and there were no rubric
infringements.
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Paper 9689/31
Essay

Key messages

e This is an essay paper in which candidates are required to compose one essay from a choice of five
topics.

e  The essay is marked out of 40 with 16 marks available for content and 24 marks available for quality of
Language.

General comments

The overall performance on this paper was good and there were no infringements of the rubric. Weaker
responses were characterised by a combination of misunderstandings of the question, leading to loss of
marks for content and some poor language skills. The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of
the following letters, which were written in an incorrect form:

1. ev-Lp—-ear

2. [p— 60T — 600T

3. 7-D

4. H-L

Candidates would benefit from more practice in using these letters.

e Another common mistake is the ‘& mlev’ and ‘Q\BLQ.6V’ letters. It refers to short vowel and long vowel
sound.

Example: BlemL0& 6T (incorrect) — HemL0&6IT (correct).
e Candidates should also be reminded that the letter ¢J conjugates with other consonants.
Example: & + ¢ = G&/6V + ¢J = G6v

¢ Next, candidates sometimes use the colloquial language which is used in daily conversation. Some
words which are in daily conversation are not suitable for formal writing.

Example:

@LUIGUIT LIMEI% & &\ MIGeoTT should be written as ‘SHQOLIMTLDS!’.

e Candidates should write the accurate version of idioms, proverbs and ‘Thirukural’ — Mistakes were
made by candidates through not writing the full version of the ‘Thirukural’ and their explanations which

did not reflect the proverb/idiom.

Example: candidate wrote — ‘&M& &&FLM& SMHLIemel SMmLN6oT...” (hanging *)
Correct: M8 HFLME SMHLIemeN SMHMLNGT BlIH& ASMHGSGS & (full form)
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e  There are some candidates who wrote proverbs as well. A few proverbs for this series were as follow:

e  GHTWMmMM UMLPGe Gemmalmm Cl&FaalLD.

e &al QOHSTLSTET FISSH T euenTw (OLgU|LD.

e  SHITEVID QUITET GUITEITMS, SL6MLD 8600T GLIMEIT M.

e  Thirukural from this series were as follows:

e GHMTWBMTY CHITUILNGSEV BITY 3ISIG600116 G0 QUITUIBITY aUTUILILG Q&FW6D (GMmeT 948).

e  HOTQBHEH FMleUgE QUTLIWMSE QUITULSSLIN6T &6 HEHCTF H6oTemeors Sr(hHLD. (GMmeT 293).

Overall
Candidates did well. To gain more marks, try to insert idioms and link them to real world examples. Support

your answer by giving supporting evidence. Candidates also should be able to write more than 250 words.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Most candidates attempted this question, and the essay was at a good level. For this question, candidates
can agree or disagree that money plays an important role in happiness of a family. There were candidates
that were able to explain how money plays an important role but there are other factors as well which
deserved to be mentioned.

Question 2

Very few candidates answered this question. Many candidates were not able to answer the question
regarding ‘laws and regulations’. Candidates needed to explain why a citizen should obey the rules and
regulations of a country.

Question 3

A few candidates chose this essay. They needed to be able to explain how travelling can help personal
development of an individual. In general, those candidates that attempted this question scored higher marks.

Question 4

This topic was quite popular. Candidates needed to be able to link how technological advancement helps to
boost a country’s economy.

Question 5

Some candidate answered this question. They needed to be able to explain how irresponsible people cause
pollution to the environment and offer examples to back up their argument.
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TAMIL

Paper 9689/32
Essay

Key messages

e This is an essay paper in which candidates are required to compose one essay from a choice of five
topics.

e  The essay is marked out of 40 with 16 marks available for content and 24 marks available for quality of
Language.

General comments

The overall performance on this paper was good and there were no infringements of the rubric. Weaker
responses were characterised by a combination of misunderstandings of the question, leading to loss of
marks for content and some poor language skills. The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of
the following letters, which were written in an incorrect form:

1. ev-Lp—-ear

2. [p— 60T — 600T

3. 7-D

4. H-L

Candidates would benefit from more practice in using these letters.

e Another common mistake is the ‘& mlev’ and ‘Q\BLQ.6V’ letters. It refers to short vowel and long vowel
sound.

Example: BlemL0& 6T (incorrect) — HemL0&6IT (correct).
e Candidates should also be reminded that the letter ¢J conjugates with other consonants.
Example: & + ¢ = G&/6V + ¢J = G6v

¢ Next, candidates sometimes use the colloquial language which is used in daily conversation. Some
words which are in daily conversation are not suitable for formal writing.

Example:

@LUIGUIT LIMEI% & &\ MIGeoTT should be written as ‘SHQOLIMTLDS!’.

e Candidates should write the accurate version of idioms, proverbs and ‘Thirukural’ — Mistakes were
made by candidates through not writing the full version of the ‘Thirukural’ and their explanations which

did not reflect the proverb/idiom.

Example: candidate wrote — ‘&M& &&FLM& SMHLIemel SMmLN6oT...” (hanging *)
Correct: M8 HFLME SMHLIemeN SMHMLNGT BlIH& ASMHGSGS & (full form)
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e  There are some candidates who wrote proverbs as well. A few proverbs for this series were as follow:

e  GHTWMmMM UMLPGe Gemmalmm Cl&FaalLD.

e &al QOHSTLSTET FISSH T euenTw (OLgU|LD.

e  SHITEVID QUITET GUITEITMS, SL6MLD 8600T GLIMEIT M.

e  Thirukural from this series were as follows:

e GHMTWBMTY CHITUILNGSEV BITY 3ISIG600116 G0 QUITUIBITY aUTUILILG Q&FW6D (GMmeT 948).

e  HOTQBHEH FMleUgE QUTLIWMSE QUITULSSLIN6T &6 HEHCTF H6oTemeors Sr(hHLD. (GMmeT 293).

Overall
Candidates did well. To gain more marks, try to insert idioms and link them to real world examples. Support

your answer by giving supporting evidence. Candidates also should be able to write more than 250 words.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Most candidates attempted this question, and the essay was at a good level. For this question, candidates
can agree or disagree that money plays an important role in happiness of a family. There were candidates
that were able to explain how money plays an important role but there are other factors as well which
deserved to be mentioned.

Question 2

Very few candidates answered this question. Many candidates were not able to answer the question
regarding ‘laws and regulations’. Candidates needed to explain why a citizen should obey the rules and
regulations of a country.

Question 3

A few candidates chose this essay. They needed to be able to explain how travelling can help personal
development of an individual. In general, those candidates that attempted this question scored higher marks.

Question 4

This topic was quite popular. Candidates needed to be able to link how technological advancement helps to
boost a country’s economy.

Question 5

Some candidate answered this question. They needed to be able to explain how irresponsible people cause
pollution to the environment and offer examples to back up their argument.
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TAMIL

Paper 9689/41
Texts

This report is not currently available. This will be accessible as soon as possible.

Cambridge Assessment
Y International Education © 2023




Cambridge International Advanced Level
9689 Tamil November 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

TAMIL

Paper 9689/42
Texts

This report is not currently available. This will be accessible as soon as possible.
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TAMIL

Paper 9689/51
Prose

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper candidates should:

Avoid missing blocks of passages along with the key words.

Refer to each sentence and follow the same order of the sentences in the given passage.
Be mindful of grammar and spelling.

Manage their time effectively to finish within the time limit.

General comments

The passage scores 40 marks. Each sentence is likely to be split into multiple marks with a very fixed scoring
system. Please see the Mark Scheme for further information.

Performance on this paper was generally good and there were no infringements of the rubric.

More successful responses were characterised by answers which broke up longer sentences into two
separate sentences. They produced largely correct and meaningful translations.

A few sentences were very complex and long. In a few cases at least eight or seven blocks were categorised
to one sentence. Candidates are allowed to break up longer sentences into shorter ones as long as they
convey the same meaning.

Answers from weaker candidates were often characterised by serious spelling errors, errors in sentence
construction and incorrect translations of key vocabulary items.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following letters, which were written in an
incorrect form:

1 e-—Llp—e6T

2 [b— 60T — 600T

3 0-D

4 5-L

Candidates would benefit from more practice in using these letters.

Another common mistake is the ‘@&njl6V’ and ‘QBLQ6V’ letters. It refers to short vowel and long vowel sound.

A few terminologies used in the English language in the context surrounding television, broadcasting, and
technology were tricky for candidates to translate into Tamil. They should be practised by candidates.
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TAMIL

Paper 9689/52
Prose

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper candidates should:

Avoid missing blocks of passages along with the key words.

Refer to each sentence and follow the same order of the sentences in the given passage.
Be mindful of grammar and spelling.

Manage their time effectively to finish within the time limit.

General comments

The passage scores 40 marks. Each sentence is likely to be split into multiple marks with a very fixed scoring
system. Please see the Mark Scheme for further information.

Performance on this paper was generally good and there were no infringements of the rubric.

More successful responses were characterised by answers which broke up longer sentences into two
separate sentences. They produced largely correct and meaningful translations.

A few sentences were very complex and long. In a few cases at least eight or seven blocks were categorised
to one sentence. Candidates are allowed to break up longer sentences into shorter ones as long as they
convey the same meaning.

Answers from weaker candidates were often characterised by serious spelling errors, errors in sentence
construction and incorrect translations of key vocabulary items.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following letters, which were written in an
incorrect form:

1 e-—Llp—e6T

2 [b— 60T — 600T

3 0-D

4 5-L

Candidates would benefit from more practice in using these letters.

Another common mistake is the ‘@&njl6V’ and ‘QBLQ6V’ letters. It refers to short vowel and long vowel sound.

A few terminologies used in the English language in the context surrounding technology were tricky for
candidates to translate into Tamil. They should be practised by candidates.
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