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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 7184/01 English Version
Reading

Key messages

Candidates should:

Read both texts thoroughly and respond to questions carefully.

Use own words in answering all questions.

Avoid copying entire sentences or paragraphs from the texts.

Succinctly convey relevant ideas from both texts in answer to Question 2.

General comments

The following was observed:

e There was a noticeable improvement in the performance of candidates in this series.

e  There was an attempt to use own words and avoid lifting from the text, but more training is needed to
achieve a higher level of accuracy.

e There remains a need for candidates to show control of a more varied range of language and structures
in their writing. Further support of candidates with grammar is essential in this regard.

¢ In this series, it was evident that summary skills are improving. However, further work and refinement
are still needed as there is a tendency on the part of some candidates to want to capture all the ideas
contained in both texts, regardless of the demand and focus of the summary question. Such candidates
will therefore need more support to help them produce focused, wholly relevant summaries through
appropriate and varied linkage, coherent paragraphs, and correctly punctuated sentences.

e Candidates should ensure they refer to text 1 for text 1 questions.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

(a) Most candidates were able to give the correct answer, some struggled to identify what is ‘the role of
scientific research’. Stronger candidates distinguished between the description of scientific
research and its role.

(b) Inaccurately answered by many candidates who put the ‘internet’ as their answer, but according to
the text it is the wealth of the databases available on the internet.

(c) Many candidates gave the correct answer, however some struggled with correct spelling of the
word ‘prestige’.

(d) Most candidates were able to provide the two results. Stronger candidates expressed them using
own words.
(e) Many candidates were only able to give two of the three required points. Most of them missed the

idea of the ‘significant decrease in the recent period’.

(f) Some candidates merged the answers of 1f and 1g. Stronger candidates differentiated between the
demand of the two questions by recognising that in 1f the key word/demand is about scientific
research whereas in 1g it is about scientific integrity.
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Many candidates were able to get two of the three required points. The point about the difficulty of
measuring psychological manifestations was generally missed.

Only stronger candidates were able to get the point about gathering and analysing information.
Others managed to get the remaining two points but tended to lift them directly from the text.

This question required candidates to understand the whole paragraph and explain the idea of the
struggle that occurs between the researcher’s own prejudice and his professional integrity. Those
who lifted from the text got only part of the answer.

Many candidates gave one of the two required rules of scientific research. Some incorrectly listed
the idea of ‘intended and unintended research faults’ as the 2" rule.

The answers to Question 1(a) — (j) were also assessed together on the quality of the language
used to answer them, specifically their linguistic accuracy and appropriateness of style. The focus
here is on testing candidates’ ability to use their own words when answering comprehension
questions. Examiners observed a range of linguistic ability, from answers wholly answered in
candidates’ own words to excellent effect to answers consisting almost entirely of language lifted
from the source text.

Question 2

Candidates were asked to summarise what both texts mentioned about scientific integrity and the way to
achieve a sound scientific research.

The total mark for this question covered three aspects:

1.

Content, where candidates are expected to:

Discuss equally ideas from both texts to support their summary.

Link ideas in an organised and logical way.

Use their own words and avoid direct lifting of phrases from both texts.

Disregard ideas that do not target the requirement of the question, e.g., the positive effects of
migration.

Many candidates tried to satisfy these demands but there is still some evidence that summary skills
and techniques need further improvement.

Style and Organisation, where candidates are expected to:

Express and focus relevant ideas with assured use of their own words.
Present these ideas in a good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas using linking words.

There was some improvement in responses this series but there is a still a need to train candidates
in using paragraphs and sentences that are correctly punctuated.

Accuracy of Language, where candidates are expected to:

Use the right verb tense.

Conjugate verbs in the correct form (e.g. plural, dual).

Use the hamza appropriately.

Use possessives, prepositions, definite/indefinite articles, idhafa etc. correctly.

Based on feedback from Examiners, centres are strongly advised to address spelling more directly
in class, as many candidates who otherwise expressed themselves quite clearly unfortunately
struggled to write words as they ought to appear in writing, including basic words.

Teachers are urged to ensure their candidates understand the significance of dots on and under
letters as these are crucial in conveying meaning.
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 7184/02
Writing

Key messages

To do well on this paper, candidates need to:

e Read the question carefully and comprehend the task in the question well before starting to provide an
answer.

e Provide an answer that is both relevant and precise to what is being asked.

e  Try to understand which writing style is suitable to answer the question and comply with it. This is
normally indicated in the question itself (discuss, clarify your opinion, describe, write a story, etc.).

e  Stick to the required style throughout your easy; a narrative task should not be converted into
descriptive or the other way round. Likewise, argumentative task should not be in the form of a
discussion between two people.

e Continue to read more texts in different writing styles and analyse them to be able to distinguish
between the styles.

e  More revision of case endings in the nominative, accusative and genitive are needed to improve on the
correct use of the language.

e  Pay specifically more attention to the correct use of basic case endings when applying sl oS or &)
Lilsals to @ nominal sentence.

e Pay more attention to the difference between human and non-human plurals when conjugating verbs
and in the use of pronouns.

. Pay more attention to the correct cases of verbs when applying ajls cuaill ailsl, especially weak verbs in
majzoum case.

e Pay more attention to how to write =5l ~u¥) especially in nominative and genitive cases.

e  Remember that prepositions that are composed of more than one letter, like 3, do not attach to the
following word. We write: zL.all i not -luall .

e Remember that nominative pronouns cannot be after a preposition. Pronouns in genitive case should be
used in this situation. And should be attached: g2 not .» 3 4xenOt 58 xa.

o Remember that verbs in Arabic take different prepositions to English.

e  Pay more attention to the difference between Lkl iyl and &) saiall i),

e Improve on the writing of 33«¢!l within and at the end of words.

. More attention is needed to the distinction in writing: xkill 33ea and Joasll yea.

o Pay attention to the difference between ikl (Ul 5 4a gl Ul especially with verbs.

e Improve on the conjugation of verbs especially with dual, feminine plural and non-human plural.

General comments

Not all questions proved to be popular in this session. In Section 1, Question B was the most popular
followed immediately by Question C. Almost most candidates chose one of these two questions while
Question A was the least popular. In Section 2, Questions B and C proved to be the most popular followed
by Question D, while only few candidates opted for Question A.
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In general terms, a good number of candidates showed a good understanding of the writing styles required
and, in most cases, were able to comply with them. We continue to see an improvement in terms of the use
of colloquial and foreign words and expressions. In this session, the use of such terms and expressions was
much less than before, which shows that teachers and centres are making a good progress in this matter.
Another area of improvement is the use of memorised introductions and conclusions that are generic and
have no direct link with the task. In this session, candidates demonstrated that this point has also been
addressed by avoiding them in a large scale. However, there are two main points that need to be addressed
here. First, candidates need to focus on providing a precise answer to the question at hand rather than
talking about the topic in general terms. In Question B for instance, many candidates, instead of discussing
the question of whether the responsibility of saving the environment rests mainly with the individual, they
discussed the importance of the environment in general. Such deviation from the topic has affected marks
negatively. Secondly, a number of candidates still struggle to write a suitable climax for their stories.

Additionally, one of the major areas that continues to need more attention is the use of language itself and

the application of grammar. Candidates are encouraged to continue reading novels and short stories in order
to grow more familiar with the use of idiomatic Arabic language.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question A

Very few candidates opted for this question and despite having some good responses, most essays were not
able to develop wholly relevant content.

Question B

This is a very relevant topic to candidates at this age, it is a topic that they are likely to have read and heard
about, not only in class but also in the news and social media. Therefore, it proved to be the most popular
question in this section. The task was to discuss whether they agree that the individual holds the primary
responsibility in saving the environment. Many candidates were able to address this question effectively and
were able to produce some good points. The responses of some of those candidates were hindered by some
basic grammatical mistakes. A few other candidates were unable to address the task accurately as their
focus was on the importance on the environment in general, rather than the task in hand.

Question C

This question was slightly less popular than the previous one in this section, but it has nevertheless been
chosen by numerous candidates. Like the previous question, the topic was relevant and accessible for this
age group. The task here was to argue for or against the opinion that “learning foreign languages is a must”.
A great number of candidates who opted for this question produced strong essays in which many relevant
points were exhibited, and candidates were also able in most cases, to stick to the task and avoid slipping
into unrelated aspects. Having said that, grammatical accuracy is still a problem that prevents many
candidates from scoring higher marks.

Question D

Candidates were asked to give their opinion on whether emotional people are more likely to face problems in
their lives. A good number of candidates who opted for this question were successful in producing some
good answers with defined and developed arguments, as well as employing a good argumentative style.
However, candidates are encouraged to further express their own view even more clearly and not limit their
responses to the pros and cons of the matter.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education © 2022




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (9-1)
7184 First Language Arabic November 2022
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Section 2
Question A

A very good question but unfortunately it did not draw a lot of interest from candidates. The candidates were
asked to describe someone who they believe could be a role model for children. Many responses
demonstrated a good ability in creating clear pictures in the mind of the reader by employing nice metaphors
and allegory. Candidates were also able to stick to the descriptive style of writing.

Question B

This was the most popular question in this section. Candidates were given an imaginary scenario of a friend
ending their friendship with them. Then they were asked to describe the character of this friend and their
feelings towards this breakup. Many candidates produced a good range of detailed ideas and images
although at times they slipped into the narrative style instead of the descriptive style which they were
expected to use here.

Question C

This question is very relevant to this age group as it relates to their daily lives, and it is a scenario that they
may face or have faced before. The task here also starts with a scenario; the candidate notices that a friend
has been missing school for some time, so they contact this friend to find out the reason behind their
absence, but they learn of a “surprise revelation”. Candidates were asked to write a story about this “surprise
revelation”. Some of the stories were nicely written with good imagination in developing the details of the
events. However, although the events throughout the stories were developed logically, many stories lacked a
real climax and were purely in the form of an account of a series of incidents.

Question D

Although less popular compared to the previous question, a good number of candidates still opted for it. The
task was to write a story of a medical doctor who spent his entire life helping the poor and needy. Many
candidates were able to produce better stories than the previous task. Yet, like the previous question, while
we see candidates committing better to the narrative style, it seems that there is still a need to address both:
the importance of having a real climax in order to have a successful story, and how to develop it within the
story itself.
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