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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Question Answer

Marks Guidance

Marks available:

Language — 9 marks
Content — 6 marks

Part 1 — banded mark scheme — for Question 1

Content

Language

5—6 Very good
Detailed, clearly relevant and well illustrated;
coherently argued and structured.

generally accurate; extensive vocabulary, good

8-9 Very good
Confident use of complex sentence patterns;

sense of idiom.

4 Good
Sound knowledge and generally relevant;
some ability to develop argument and draw
conclusions.

6—7 Good
Generally sound grasp of grammar in spite of
quite a few lapses; reads reasonably; some
attempt at varied vocabulary and sentence
patterns.

3 Adequate
Some knowledge, but not always relevant; a
more limited capacity to argue.

4-5 Adequate
A tendency to be simple, clumsy or laboured;
some degree of accuracy; inappropriate use of
idiom.

2 Poor
Some attempt at argument, tends to be
sketchy or unspecific; little attempt to structure
an argument; major misunderstanding of

2-3 Poor
Conistently simple or pedestrian sentence
patterns (basic sentence structure) with
persistent errors; limited vocabulary.

question.

0-1 Very poor 0-1 Very poor
Vague and general; ideas presented at Only the simplest sentence patterns; little
random. evidence of grammatical awareness; very

limited vocabulary.

General Marking Instructions

Content Marks Language marks
available
5/6 S
3/4 ;
1/2 5
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

1 Bullet Points: Any 2 appropriate points 15
from each bullet point, e.qg.
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If only 2 out of 3 bullet points attempted
total available language mark is 7.

If only 1 out of 3 bullet points attempted
total available language mark is 5.

If composition is more than 200 words
ignore any extra material.
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Marks Guidance

Question Answer

Part 2 — banded mark scheme — for Questions 2(a) and (b)

Marks available:

Language — 15 marks
Content — 5 marks

Language

13-15 Very good
Confident use of complex sentence patterns;
generally accurate; extensive vocabulary, good
sense of idiom.

Content

5 Very good
Detailed, clearly relevant and well illustrated;
coherently argued and structured.

10-12 Good
Generally sound grasp of grammar in spite of
quite a few lapses; reads reasonably; some
attempt at varied vocabulary and sentence
patterns.

7-9 Adequate
A tendency to be simple, clumsy or laboured;
some degree of accuracy; inappropriate use of
idiom.
4-6 Poor
Conistently simple or pedestrian sentence
patterns (basic sentence structure) with
persistent errors; limited vocabulary.

4 Good
Sound knowledge and generally relevant;
some ability to develop argument and draw
conclusions.

3 Adequate
Some knowledge, but not always relevant; a
more limited capacity to argue.

2 Poor
Some attempt at argument, tends to be
sketchy or unspecific; little attempt to structure
an argument; major misunderstanding of

question.
0-1 Very poor 0-3 Very poor
Vague and general; ideas presented at Only the simplest sentence patterns; little
random. evidence of grammatical awareness; very

limited vocabulary.
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General Marking Instructions

The syllabus specifies that the candidates are to write a response in Urdu of about 200
words. Examiners are to read up to 250 words and ignore any further writing.

Question 2(a) | Letter Content

Introduction
Details of request 3
Conclusion
Total 5 marks

Question 2(b) | Dialogue Content

2 DETAILS IN FAVOUR 2
2 DETAILS AGAINST 2
Decision/conclusion 1
Total 5 marks

Rubric infringement:
If the candidate has attempted the wrong type of task (e.g. speech instead of report) award
maximum of 3 marks for Content and maximum of 12 marks for Language.

Content Language marks
marks available
5 15
4 12
3 9
2 6
1 5
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2 EITHER
2(a) 15
&2 39/ 56 T8 1
LI EE G La$ i Tt poo Lots 3
£l
Kl 1
Ll L 1-15
OR
2(b) Je
CREF L F At e AL S s 2
BB L E A A e P (N AL o 2
A/ & 1
LljpLons| 115
If either composition is more than 250
words ignore any extra material.
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Question

Answer

Marks

Guidance

Part 3 — Question 3

General Marking Instructions

The mark scheme will identify 40 marking units. Mark each unit by putting the number of
INCORRECT answers using the Red Cross tool.

» Place the Red Cross annotation just above the end of the incorrect unit

e Add up the number of crosses awarded (RM Assessor adds up the total in the tool bar)

e Subtract the number of crosses from the 40 marking units and then divide by 2 in order to get a
mark out of 20 (total number of marks available is 20)

+ [f there are half marks, then round down.

Crossing out:

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark
if the final attempt is correct.

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it,
mark the crossed out work. (Please note that a ‘second attempt’ could be a single word.)

3 20
The domestication of animals- was 4
one of the most — important stages —
in human history.
BSEUES 1 A L LG A Unde Accept: /K tus S
Reject: - sk
When we think of man’s best friend, - | 3
many people — will think of the dog.
Loz rita AL e 7 Lolifis Accept: crsdri_gsT
KTl s Reject: -,
It’s probably — better to think — of 3
humans as dogs’ best friends!
—e e HEUF OV S Al Accept: -t
Reject: -« (Fx
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3

Scientists now think — that dogs
became close to people — because
they could get — free food and a home.

LOiL Sz r b b e d B8 U™ Lo
&J/@J/iwﬁé’gféw%}

Reject: - 1t

In return for this — dogs could help —
protect humans — from other wild
animals.

Sk g:éwﬁfcuuil?fegﬂjfu}wiu:L;,Lw

A

Accept: -t LS LU
Reject: s Z iz t=Su

However — many people now think —
that the most useful relationship — has
been between men and camels.

IS (2 SIS eny

-Lallzau;’;lg}l’i,ga’/fbg

Accept: s»_ S F_ o A5 _=d
a0 KBk

Reject: -§s22 K4

Camels have been used - for
thousands of years — and they can
carry heavier loads — than elephants!

u’/Lefo;.L'Ju"{LU}?Q,/5!wgzkédwladl/u;/!/'mj}‘
G G

Reject: 1000/

They can travel — up to fifty kilometres

a day - in an extremely hot and dry
climate.

/ﬁjﬁﬁuguﬁ'ﬁ,?'{v@/}’r/&/él/:::’u:u}ugﬂ)
&

fod

Accept: x4/
Reject: ¢ .

Despite what most people think — the
camel’s hump — contains fat, not
water.

Qe dndatof et Ls LulH

Reject: (u6-c2/" ey o5
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3 But the most amazing thing — is their | 4
ability — to travel long distances —
without food and water.
LSE b Lo il W ,gw( ol /zf_,/.;f? Accept: =6
et Reject: —csioost it
They can also close their ears and 2
noses — to stop the sand getting in.
S Se¥ et £ Pisl i1 o Reject: -
_E S
How did humans survive — in deserts | 2
without them?
oS afuﬁu,r W EOL Sy Y] Accept: - tustL,
Reject: -2 /oS
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