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Paper 9676/02 
Reading and Writing 

 
 
Key messages 
 
• Candidates should ensure that they understand the focus of the question by reading it carefully before 

answering. 
• It is important to provide detailed answers in line with what was asked in the questions. 
• Candidates should answer Question 3 and Question 4 in their own words as far as possible, in order 

to demonstrate that they have understood what they have read in the two passages. 
 
 
General comment 
 
Most candidates did very well and scored high marks. In Section 1, the Urdu text passage was about some 
positive aspects associated with child labour, whereas the text passage in Section 2 contained some 
negative aspects associated with child labour. Most candidates understood the passages very well and 
answered in line with the focus of the questions. 
 
Most candidates used their time and skills to handle questions appropriately. In some answers to Question 3 
and Question 4, candidates copied whole sentences or phrases from the passages or provided lengthy 
responses with unnecessary details, which suggested that they had either not understood the focus of the 
question or not fully understood what they had read in the passages. Answers such as these cannot be 
awarded marks for comprehension.  
 
In other cases, candidates wrote very well in terms of vocabulary and grammar but did not keep their focus 
on the specific details required in the question. 
 
Some errors in spelling and grammatical structures were noticeable in weaker responses. 
 
In Question 5(a), many candidates did not fully understand the focus of the question and therefore included 
irrelevant information in their summaries.  
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
The majority of candidates attempted this question with success and secured good marks. Some 

misunderstood the word (ت㩕اⱎا) while a few got confused with the word (㵅). 
 
In a few cases, candidates copied a sentence from the passage and therefore the mark could not be 
awarded. Candidates must write sentences in their own words to show that they have understood the 
meaning of the word given in the question.  
 
Question 2 
 
Some candidates did not understand the requirements of this question and are reminded that they should 
read the rubric carefully. Candidates were asked to find synonyms for the phrases from the first passage. 
Some candidates successfully used their own words. Some candidates seemed to misunderstand the word 

in 2c (㟩). 
 
There were spelling errors in a number of responses. 
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Question 3 
 
In general, it was very well attempted by most candidates, except only a few who could not correctly answer 

the Question 3(a) (䯉 ⵇرو 䔙 〨 Ⱃ➟ا 䆀 دیǌ˄آ) and Question 3(b) (ن ⁩زی䔘Ⱄ 㩓 ㈉ قể ㈉ ݵں).            
 

In Question 3(c) some candidates wrote )(䞈 ᒖ䜫 اမ ኩ ᒖ⠅ 䆀 ے▧㷍 /䞈  ǖ˄ ᜯ 䜫 έ ਌ ǔ ǌ؎ ⵇ 䡊Ǘ ǌɟ 㑒آ 䆀 㐗䯀ز 䆀 ݵں  
both points as their answer and lost one mark. 
 

In Question 3(d) some candidates did not write (ᓧ⸗ 䔽 ▮〨 ㅎ 䗂⸗ ❅ḝ قể ຓا) .  
 

Similarly, in Question 3(e) some candidates did not answer )(䞈 ᒖᜯ䜫 ᐲ ਏ 〨 ݵں  and (䞀 ᓧᜯ䜫 رౄ ޒ) precisely 
due to lack of understanding of the required keywords in the question. However, those candidates who 
understood the questions and answered them correctly and with precision scored full marks. 
 
 
Question 4 
 

In Question 4(a), only a few candidates missed ا 㦇㩕 ㅎ ان䯀Ὗ ຓا 〨 ݵں 䜱 䆀 ݋㱄䞈 ᒖ䯈  ǔ˄ )اد ⸗ ). 
 

In Question 4(b) both ( ن روزی ⽄   ǔ˶ ≢ 䞈݋ 䜁 䥞䜫 Ⓠ 䆀 ╌ ا ) and   (䞈  ǖ˄ ᜯ䜫 اမ داری 䁣س ذṣا 䆀 ݵں 䆀 ی⦞ ⽃) 
were interpreted in various ways taking them away from the correct and precise answers.  
 
In Question 4(c)  (䞀 ᓧ⸗ دار ادا⸗ 䚽ا 䆀 䗂⸗ ♵م رو ǔ˄ /ⴛ ǖɟ ㅎ 㼘 ޒ) some candidates did not relate their answer to the 
country but to individuals which demonstrated lack of understanding of the focus words in the question. 
 
Most candidates attempted Question 4(d) very well. 
 

In Question 4(e), the word ں㼛 䨛ا was missed out in  䲉 ❓ἶ ㅎ رǌ˄روⵇ /ریⵇ 䮪㩕⇤ 䆀 ں㼛 䨛ک (ا   (䥞ᜯ . Similarly غङا 䢵ذرا/ǎ˄ 䄍  
was not included in (ے⸗ ▮〨 ㅎ 䗂㑔 䬆Ⴉ 䆀 ں䮩رو ㈉ ں㍉㥀 غङا 䢵ذرا/ǎ˄ 䄍). 
 
 
Question 5 
 

Most candidates understood the focus )㬳 䆀 رےǌ  ˄㈉ 㦊 䣎ᨴ    آرا ء)اور 䀀  in the question and explained the positive 
and negative aspects correctly. 
 
However, some candidates did not understand that the question was related to the positive and negative 
opinions expressed by different people about child labour in the given texts. They wrote points that were not 
expressed by people. Therefore, marks could not be awarded. 
 
Many candidates wrote a lengthy introduction and mentioned some of the positive and negative opinions 
outside the word count limit. Candidates are reminded that this is a summary question. Candidates can write 
in their own words but the answers must be taken from the given passages. 
 
In Question 5(b), most candidates gave their opinion and explanations very well about child labour and 
scored full marks. However, some candidates did not understand the question fully and wrote about child 
labour in general without giving their opinion or explanation either from the text or from outside the texts. 
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Paper 9676/03 
Essay 

 
 
Key messages 
 
In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should: 
 
• Plan their essay before they start writing in order to produce well-structured and persuasive arguments. 
• Write a composition on the essay title, not the general topic heading. 
• Stay within the prescribed word limit.  
 
 
General comments 
 
Overall, the performance of candidates was good, with a high proportion of excellent scripts. In the best 
essays, candidates showed a genuine interest in the question that they had selected and they were able to 
produce an extended piece of writing that was relevant, detailed and showed a solid understanding of the 
issues raised by the question. These essays were mature and thoughtful and clearly reflected an in-depth 
study of the topic area.  
 
A significant number of essays did not address the precise wording of the question or showed a 
misunderstanding of the task set, leading to generalisations and irrelevant answers. It is particularly 
important that essays should target the precise terms of the question and not merely relate to the general 
overarching topic area. 
 
Planning is a useful step in writing a good essay as evidenced by a number of scripts. Candidates who 
organised the material and their ideas, even briefly, before writing, tended to gain higher marks for Content 
and were more likely to present their arguments logically, using paragraphs and a range of linking words. 
Candidates who were not as deliberate in their planning ended up repeating points already made which 
affected the overall structure of the essay.  
 
Quality of language 
 
The best essays demonstrated a good level of grammatical accuracy and variety in the choice of vocabulary 
and structures, including topic-appropriate vocabulary and thoughtful use of linking words, which enabled 
candidates to communicate their ideas effectively.  
 
The best essays included a wide range of clause structures and complex sentences. Candidates who 
achieved the highest marks were very deliberate in their use of sophisticated idioms and metaphors to 
further enhance their essays.  
 
Some candidates showed little grammatical and structural awareness and there were inaccuracies in 
irregular verbs, subject-verb agreements, articles and basic grammar. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
This was a fairly popular question and candidates raised some good points when attempting to answer it. 
Some responses demonstrated an insightful discussion raising points for both sides of the argument. It was 
evident that some candidates had considered all aspects of the question and could give a balanced 
response. The very best essays mentioned the importance of politics within society and how the youth play a 
very important role in the country’s future. Points were further developed by candidates who mentioned that 
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the youth should therefore educate themselves on politics so that they can gain a better understanding which 
will guide them in their adult life. They could also highlight some drawbacks to getting too involved in politics 
at an early age such as not being able to concentrate on their studies and being taken advantage of by 
politicians as a result of being easily influenced and naïve.  
  
Some candidates stated that if members of the youth were particularly keen and ambitious in politics, they 
could consider pursuing further studies within the area of politics to gain sound and thorough knowledge 
instead of being influenced by propaganda and dangerous tactics often deployed by political parties.  
  
Less successful essays were very one-sided and provided examples and points for why the youth should not 
participate in politics but did not balance their argument with reference to why the youth are a vital asset to 
the future and development of a country. 
 
Question 2  
 
This was a very popular question and there were some very interesting responses. Candidates thoughtfully 
presented their discussion on the reliability of the information provided by media outlets. Most candidates 
discussed modern-day social media and the increase in platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and 
YouTube where a member of the public can openly share information with very little thought on the source of 
the information and whether it can be trusted. The best responses were able to give references and 
examples to support their argument. For example, some candidates mentioned fear most recently around 
covid-19 and vaccinations. They emphasised the detrimental effects of sharing fake news such as causing 
someone to feel distressed and anxious.  
 
The best responses gave detailed answers not only discussing why media outlets cannot be trusted but also 
sharing their views on more trustworthy sources of gaining information. For example, some candidates 
explained that trusting information provided by a qualified expert was more reliable than trusting information 
found on Twitter or Facebook. Candidates also highlighted how in the past it would be difficult to gain access 
to such rich and informative knowledge; however, it is now easily available to us as a result of media. Some 
candidates also mentioned how trusting all information given can result in more vulnerable people being 
exploited and an increase in fraudulent activity and scams.  
 
Overall, most candidates were successful in providing a well-planned and structured essay presenting their 
thoughts and ideas in a coherent and logical manner. 
 
Question 3  
 
This question was attempted by some candidates who were able to show sound knowledge by providing 
well-structured and coherent arguments. The best responses considered all aspects of the question in a 
relevant way, with points that had been elaborated on and justified. A few candidates had thought about both 
sides of the argument with some responses identifying that it is very difficult to ensure that every single 
person is given a fair and equal opportunity; however, more is being done in workplaces to promote equality. 
  
A few candidates made relevant and well-thought points and could justify their ideas by giving examples of 
successful role models who were able to overcome barriers such as disability and poverty in order to achieve 
their goals. More able candidates extended this argument by providing suggestions of what can be done to 
minimise any issues such as having a fairer selection process.  
  
Many responses included points that suggested that in certain cultures men are seen as household income 
providers. Therefore, boys’ education is seen as more important as compared to girls’ in certain societies. 
They also mentioned how people that belonged to low economic backgrounds had fewer opportunities in life 
as they had poor literacy skills and would therefore struggle to achieve their full potential. 
 
Question 4 
 
This question was very popular. Many essays showed a deep understanding of physical activities and how 
they can affect our health and life. The best candidates could list the many health benefits of regular physical 
activity such as reducing the risk of heart disease and obesity and enhancing better mental health. They 
could also identify why it may be difficult for people to spend time on these activities as most people work 
more hours and the rise of social media has resulted in people becoming more demotivated to prioritise 
physical activity in their daily routine. Some candidates were able to balance their argument by discussing 
how social media can sometimes positively influence us to participate in more physical activity as we can 
gain information and knowledge that can assist in our fitness plans and goals.  
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Some candidates provided a general essay highlighting different types of physical activity, but the points 
made did not relate to the essay question and therefore these candidates could not score high marks for 
Content. It is advised that candidates ensure they address the precise concept of the question rather than 
writing irrelevant and general essays that relate to the broader topic area but do not target the specific 
question. 
 
Question 5 
 
This was the least popular question. However, candidates who answered it did well. They argued that 
despite significant medical improvements, diseases are increasing. Some candidates stated that the reason 
there is an increase in diseases is that we now have the facilities to detect and diagnose diseases more 
efficiently. They further developed this argument by stating that advances in medical equipment allow us to 
take X-rays, CT scans, and ultrasounds and perform operations with more ease. The best responses could 
also provide examples of daily life choices that could increase your risk of developing diseases. Some of 
these examples included stress, diet, lack of physical activity, less sleep, and respiratory conditions as a 
result of living in polluted areas. Candidates should be aware that simply providing a list of contributing 
factors is not sufficient and more detailed answers that show extensive knowledge of the subject will score 
higher marks. 
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Paper 9676/04 
Texts 

 
 
Key messages 
 
To do well in this examination, candidates should: 
 
• choose carefully either part (a) or (b) in each of their chosen questions and think carefully about the 

focus of the question. 
• explore all required elements of the question and provide a complete and relevant answer. 
• include detailed and relevant references to the set texts. 
• answer the question precisely, stating in the introduction what will be said and then reach a sound 

conclusion.  
 
 
General comments 
 
Candidates are reminded that they must write their chosen question numbers clearly in English. 
 
Candidates should not write an opening paragraph which addresses, in rather general terms, the author, his 
or her works or the audience that he or she was addressing. Candidates should focus on the requirements of 
the question rather than writing about the life and achievements of the author. 
 
Candidates should select the question they choose to answer carefully and ensure that their material is 
relevant. Sometimes the material was tailored efficiently and relevantly to the chosen question, but at other 
times, answers were generalised or seemed to be an answer to a question from a past paper which had 
been used as exam practice. 
 
The best responses were those that were carefully planned (rough notes/essays plans were often evident on 
the answer paper, although it is helpful if these are crossed out to avoid any misunderstanding) and which 
led to a clear conclusion. Candidates are advised to leave time to re-read, check, and edit their work. 
 
It was also evident throughout the scripts that some candidates were overly conscious of the total number of 
words. Candidates are advised that there is a certain amount of room available for additional words. This 
lack of awareness led to an abrupt ending. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) A large number of candidates attempted this question and secured good marks in both parts. Many 

candidates managed to address the focus of this question very well. This is a passage-based 
question and all the answers should be given with reference to the ghazal mentioned in the 
question. Most candidates managed to answer part (i) very well, but only those who answered part 
(ii) in detail were able to access the high mark bands in the mark scheme. Many candidates, while 
attempting part (ii), repeated the same content explaining the given poetry only. The candidates 
should remember that in part (ii) they needed to discuss the whole ghazal rather than the given 
couplets.  

 
(b) This was an essay type question where candidates were asked to analyse the poetry of a given 

poet with reference to the focus of the question. Only a few candidates attempted this question. 
There were a number of good responses, but some candidates simply wrote a biography of the 
poet rather than addressing the statement given in the question.  
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Question 2 
 
(a) A very good number of candidates have attempted this question and secured good marks. The 

majority of candidates secured high marks in both parts. Candidates who focused their responses 
on the given extract scored well. Some candidates repeated their content from part (i) while 

answering part (ii) rather focussing on the main focus –   ⵇ ت㑔⁔ ㈉ ⣻ ǕӀ 䆀 رےǌ˄ ㈉ ওا   䮪ᄍ  . 
 
(b) This question was the most popular in this section. The majority of candidates wrote good answers 

and focused on the precise requirements of the question. Whereas some discussed only one 

aspect of poet’s poetry. The focus of the questions was to elaborate on ⑭ ǖח Ṩ 䔙ا⣻ ǕӀ اور   . Stronger 
candidates discussed both the politics and the poetic devices used in the poetry. Many candidates 
focused on one aspect rather than addressing both aspects demanded in the question.  

 
 A few candidates wrote an irrelevant answer by choosing a poet/poetry which was not included in 

the paper at all, e.g., discussing Nazir Akbar Abadi’s poetry. Therefore, marks could not be 
awarded. 

 
 
Question 3 
 
(a) A very small number of candidates attempted this question. Some candidates have simply 

explained the extract from the poem. Only a minority addressed the focus of the question in their 
discussion in relation to the given poem. 

 
(b) There were very few answers to this question. Some of those who attempted the question analysed 

the poetry well in the light of the focus of the question. 
 
 
Question 4 
 
(a) A large number of candidates attempted this question. Most of them addressed the focus, made a 

good stance and defended it with quotations from the text. They therefore secured marks in the 
upper bands. 

 
(b)  Only a small number of candidates attempted this question and secured good marks. 
 
 
Question 5 
 
(a) This was a fairly popular option in section 2. However, some of those who attempted this question 

misunderstood the focus of the question and could not secure good marks. Some candidates were 
unable to discuss the demand of the question with the keywords 
( ⵇ ⠉ ⪱ǎ˄ ˄ǔدو⇤  㱇ا⣇ت  ᗂہ ا䯏⪕ ╌ ں䮩ر㭊 ㅎ وں ) and reproduced the story and characters of Afsana.  

 
(b) This was another popular option in section 2. Many candidates who attempted this question wrote 

detailed responses and could access high band marks. This question asked candidates to analyse 
the husband’s character as per character’s developments in the story. Weaker candidates 
appeared to be dependent on narrative, memorised oddments and quoted very few references of 
the changes that happened in his character as a husband. 

 
 
Question 6 
 
(a) A large number of the candidates who attempted this question secured good marks by analysing 

the characters; however, they included almost all the characters rather than looking at the 
subsidiary characters. This question asked the candidates to discuss the importance of subsidiary 
characters in the drama Anarkali. 
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(b) This question asked candidates to compare the two main characters of the drama. Those who 
understood the focus of this question and included references from the text to support their 
answers secured the top band marks, while those who simply described the characters and did not 
compare them could not access high band marks. 
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URDU 
 
 

Paper 9676/05 
Prose 

 
 
Key messages 
 
For this exam, all candidates need to learn a correct approach to translation which requires a transfer of 
meaning in Urdu in an appropriate way. When translating from English to Urdu, it is important to learn the 
grammar rules for both languages because they can be different. Additionally, candidates should have a 
good understanding of standard Urdu language. 
 
All candidates should follow these guidelines for a good piece of translation: 
 
• carefully read and understand the English text in its context; 
• always translate complete sentences and avoid translating individual words or phrases in isolation; 
• avoid transliterating individual English words or phrases word for word; 
• do not add a personal interpretation of the text – only translate what is there; 
• write Urdu sentences accurately with correct spelling, grammar, numbers, dates and tenses; 
• do not mix up gender, singular and plural forms; 
• use proper standard Urdu words and phrases and avoid using words from any other languages or from 

their spoken dialects. 
 
 
General comments 
 
Most candidates understood the task requirement and did well on the translation. There were a few excellent 
pieces of Urdu translation. 
 
Some candidates were unable to translate certain words and phrases accurately. Many responses did not 
present complete Urdu sentences in a structured and coherent way. They also contained grammatical and 
spelling errors. Some candidates wrote their translations in an informal style and used many words from 
other languages.  
 
Overall, many candidates did not translate certain keywords and phrases well and struggled with phrases 
like ‘how we produce food’ and ‘to each country’s economy’, while many candidates translated some other 
phrases very well, such as ‘they try to live life in a way’ and ‘the food we eat and the clothes we wear’. 
 
Understanding of the correct tense, use of singular and plural forms and gender was essential for conveying 
the correct meanings. All candidates must avoid the use of superfluous words and phrases and should not 
try to interpret in any way the English text when translating it into Urdu. 
 
A few candidates wrote their Urdu translation in the same style as they would informally speak to each other 
and some used Hindi or English words.  
 
Although most responses did make sense and transferred general message correctly, some candidates read 
a few words in a sentence and translated them into Urdu. 
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Comments on the question 
 
Many candidates did not translate the following phrases well: 
 

like plants, grass and trees.    ǖ ǔ̵   㬲ل ⡷ ㈉ر ດ 䯎دے، ㍮س اور در

a flower’s leaves turning brown  䞀䞈ر 䜫 رےସ ೇ ㈉ ྜل 

referring to the environment, 䯎 ر⡷ ㈉ 㩔اἶ ㈉ ت㦈ἶ㩕 

our exploitation and misuse  ل⃵ا⃗ل اور ⨾ ا ╌  ǌ ǔҍᜯ ری Ǐʦ 

on our planet.    䯎  رے ⸗ے/⑭رے Ǐʦ  

and the world around them. 䕊د ㅎ اف⠪ا ㈉ اور ان  

how we produce food  䞀 ᓧ⸗ اမ ا⨍ ㆤ 䚽  

on the list of priorities for many nations,  ㅋ /ں䁡ⴑ 䆀  ǖח⮮ ㅎ ت᧲ ǖɟ ㅎ ں㼛  

that environmental concerns  䨜ᇰ 䆀 رےǌ  ˄㈉ ت㦈ἶ㩕  

which might threaten economic stability.   䥞ᜯ 䯈 䆀 ےῗ ا⃚م ⚨㷍 䞈 㽟 ╌ ឮ 

is the greatest challenge of our age.  䞈 ᷯ Ǘا  ǌɟ ╌  ǌח ⵇ رے دور Ǐʦ 
 
Most candidates translated the following phrases very well: 
 

with nature and living things  ╌ وں   ⬓ت اور 䯀ᜯارᷚ 

It is an indicator of life; 䞈  ǖ֫ ⥲ ㅎ 㐗䯀ز 䮪 

knows that it is going to die 䞈 㑔وا 䗂㱇 اب وہ 〪  䞈 䇞ᜯ 䮪 وہ Ꮰ 

a more specific meaning   م㹧 صὟ اور  ǎا׏  

and what we do with our waste.   ᓧ⸗ ㅏ ⵇ ے  ⷧ䚽 اور䞀 

but the difficulty is 䞈 䮪 تǌ  ˄㵐 㻣 
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