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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 

the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
 marks are not deducted for errors 
 marks are not deducted for omissions 
 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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1 General Marking Notes 

1.1 Annotations in RM Assessor 

Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Annotate the script where necessary. Use the LM annotation if the candidate has copied a sentence from the text. 

Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Annotate the script where necessary. 

Questions 
3 and 4 
 

Content marks 
 In the mark input box on the right-hand side of the screen, click on the question that you are about to mark. 
 
 Annotate each correct point with a tick. 
 
 Use the LM annotation to indicate any phrases which are copied directly from the passage. 
 
 The number of ticks for each item (a, b, c etc.) will be added up for you and the total will appear in the top left-hand corner of 

the tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box. 
 
Quality of Language Mark 
 Click on 3L or 4L as appropriate in the mark input box.  
 
 If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without annotating 

the script. 
 
 If any items have scored zero or NR for content, insert a comment box on the script under the last item in the 

question. Type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.:  
 
   5–2 = 3  
 OR 
   min 1 
 Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for  

Question 3L / Question 4L.  
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Question 5  If the answer to 5a exceeds 150 words, insert a slash after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 If the answer to 5b exceeds 50 words, insert a slash after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Summary 
 Annotate each correct point with a tick up to a maximum of 10 ticks. 
 The number of ticks will be added up for you and the total will appear beneath the tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the 

mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5a. 
 
Personal response 
 Enter the mark for Personal response in the mark input box for Question 5b.  
 
Quality of Language 
 Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L. 
 Annotate all blank pages with the SEEN stamp. 
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2 General Marking Principles 

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will 
need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate 
the required elements, in consultation with your Team Leader if necessary, and award marks accordingly. 

2.2 Crossing out: 
 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. 

2.3 More than one response offered by the candidate in Questions 1 and 2: 
 
 If a candidate gives more than one response to any of the items in Question 1 or Question 2 and does not indicate which is their final 

response, mark as follows: 
 
 Both answers correct = 1 mark 
 One answer correct and one answer incorrect = 0 marks 

2.4 No response and '0' marks 
 
 There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 
 Award NR (No Response): 

 If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
 If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or  
 If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

 
 Award 0: 

 If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any 
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
 
Section 1 
 

Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 1 
 
Do not allow answers which are copied directly from the text.  
 
Candidates must use the word(s) exactly as printed in the question. 

1(a) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning of the word. 1  

1(b) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning of the word. 1  

1(c) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning of the word. 1  

1(d) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning of the word. 1  

1(e) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning of the word. 1  

Question 2 
 
Responses which do not fit directly into the ‘footprint’ left by the original word are not allowed – i.e. no additions, no deletions.  Accept minor 
spelling errors in transcription. 

2(a)  䞈 وری➳ ᅋ  1  

2(b)  㩓 ㈉ 䔗ᜯ 1  

2(c) 䞈 䛲ی اǗ ǌɟ 1  

2(d)  ㈊䜫 䔽 㽟 1  

2(e)  䞈 䮽 ⸗ ن ⁩زی䔘Ⱄ 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 3 
 
Do not allow answers which are copied from the text without any manipulation. 

3(a)                                           دو     ˄ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ۔                                 ㅎ ⱖ ⸘ 2 ز˄䔘ǌں ῗ 〨ہ 䞈 ẽ㑔 اور ㈀ں؟ 

 䖻ǌ˄ں /ا⳨ ز䜫 㔔਋ گ㥀 ⽃  ਏ 䆀 㼘 ଺ ⹔  ᣅ 䖻ǌ˄1 وہ ز  

㦘㹯 ㅎ  نǌ˄ی زǔ ǎɟ䑨1 ا  

3(b)   ࢑㶩 ㈉ رٹດر ㅎ 䕲䮩 ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ˄     رᨴ ؟䞀 ᒖ䜫 䚽ں ا㈀ 䖻ǌ˄ز  4  

䞀 ᒖ䜫 ❅ḝ ت㩕㸈 ⑬ ਏ 䩘ذر ㈉ ں䔘ǌ˄1 ز  

䞈 䩕ذر ⵇ ر⢻ا ㈉ ت㑔⁔/ 䞀 ଺ ᪿ ␰ گ㥀 䩘ذر ㈉ ں䔘ǌ˄ز  1  

䞈  ǖ˄ 䜫 ⮫➟ا 䆀 ⦡ ᆈ 1  

䞀 䩕ذر ⵇ 䗂㑔  ǌ ǎҍ ǖӒ ╌ دو⇤ے  ǎا׏ 〨 ں㍉㥀 1  

3(c)  ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ˄ ᓕ ؟䞀 䮽 䜫  ǖ ǌҍ Ǖ˄ وغ 㩓 ㈉ ا⳨ ز˄㱄 ㆤ 䖻ǌد㈊ر  ǔӒ ㈉ ᜮور ⪲᛽ ㈉ 㼘 ⹔ 3  

 䞈  ǖ˄ 䜫 دᣅ䁡  ᜙ Ǖ˄   1 ز˄䔘ǌں 䮪㩕⇤ ⪲᛽ 䆀/ا

 䞈 䚽ا ਏ 䔃ᜯ ⵇ نǌ˄ز 㩓 ㈉ 䔗ᜯ 〨   䧥ر ǖ˄  /ᜮور ㈉ مⴑ ଺ ⹔ 1  

 䞈 䗝ر 䣘Ⱄ  ╌ ⟤㩕 ຓا ቄ ⵇ مⴑ ଺ ⹔ ╌ ᣆو  ㅎ ں䔘ǌ˄1 ز 䆀 䏏     䯉 ǎ˄  䞈 䔽  د ǖاب درחᣅ 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

3(d)   ᓟǌ  ˄ ᓕ  ؟ 䞇ᨴ 䕉⸗ ں㈀ ⢜ằ ㅎ ں䔘ǌ˄ا⳨ ز 〨 ں㫱Ờ ࢑㶩 ㈉ ی㱆 ǖɟ ⯑و䯎 ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ  3  

㐗 䥚ᜯ 䜫 έ 䖻ǌ˄ز 䔙1 ور  

 ⊘ 䜫 㾅  ǖں ׏䌕 ㋥ا 〪 ǖ˄  1  

 ⚘ی  ᛽ ㈉⪲  ور㍉㥀/ 䜫 ⢜ằ ㅎ ᜮں ㈉ آቅ ㈉ ൚ت 䜫 ਑ں   Ǐɝ 1  

3(e)  ں؟㈀ اور 䞀 䮽 ⸗ ㅏ 㬉Ờ  㩓 ㈉ ⢜ằ ㅎ ں䔘ǌ˄࢑ ا⳨ ز㶩 ㈉ اف䯆اရ ی ǔ3 آؼ  

  䞀 䮽 ⸗ ن ⁩زی䔘Ⱄ 㬉Ờ/                䞈 ≢ ᜯ ㅏ ر㹹  ǖ ǖ͋ ˄䆀 ǎ ا⳨ ز˄䔘ǌں Ὗ 㩓 ㈉ص و 䄍 1  

 䥞ᜯ ຤  ǖ׏ 䢆⁩␰ ریດ نǌ˄ز 〪  ǖ˄ 1  

  ⵇ㤿਋/ 1 ⚏ق မا ㍉㥀 Ⓛ  䜫ں 䆀 ا╌ 
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Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 4 
 
Do not allow answers which are copied from the text without any manipulation. 

4(a)  ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ˄  ؟ دو䞈 ≢ ᜯ ǎ˄ 㟝 ㆤ ازہ䯀ا ⵇ 㦘㹯 ㅎ اور اس 䞈 ㅏ 㹽 ⵇ نǌ˄2 ز  

  ǔ˄ ລ م၈ 㹽 ⵇ نǌ˄ز   ǔ˄ ⸗  ǖ ǎ Ǎօ تǌ  ˄/リراࡇ ر/䞈 1  

  1 ا╌ ا⃵ل ⸗䗂 وا㥀ں ሧ ㅎاد ╌ 

4(b)   〨 㝼㽐  ǎɟ ǔ Ǎ̔  ⴛ ǖɟ ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ˄ ᓕ؟䞇ᨴ 䮞د 䔽 ں㈀ ᣆᏠ 䯎 ں䔘ǌ˄3 ا⳨ ز  

                 1 ان ㈉ و⁩㯌/⽃ 䣊ود  䞀 ᓧ䜫۔   

 䆀 㼘 ຓب ا⵰ بṣ اور 㟈 䡊䯈۔䮨د ᣆᏠ دہǎ˄  䯎 ز ǖ ǎօ❆ ㅎ 1  (䞈 ⨾)       䞇ᨴ 䮞د ᣆᏠ 䯎 ቕ 

 ㅎ 㼘 Ἷ❆ 䮪ⴛ ǖɟ ⚨㷍   䞀 وری➳ 㩓 ㈉ 1  
4(c)  ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ  ˄ᓕ  ؟䞀 ں㈀ فῳ ㈉ ᅋ㈉ ں䔘ǌ˄ا⳨ زⵍا ⓥ 3  

ǖ˄ 䜫 䔽  ǖ ǖ͋   ㍉㥀  1ں Ǎ˄ ㈉س و

䞈 䔽 داری 䁣ذ ㅎ  ǖ֫ Ờ 䮪/ᓧ⸗ 䔽 ⸁ 㩓 ㈉ ⢜ằ ㅎ نǌ˄ز ຊگ ا㥀 1   ǖʆ ⸗ 䔽 ⸁(䞈 ⨾) 

      ا䨕 ز˄ǌن          (〨 ⡍)  Ⓛ 䮨⸗ 䔙 䜱 ل⃵وہ ا ៈ 䞈 ورت➳ ㅏ ㅎ 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

4(d)  ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ  ˄ ᓕ           䞈 ≢ 䜫 ؟   ǖ ǌҍ Ǖ˄  㷍▧ے ㈀ 㩓 ㈉ں 䏩ن دہ  ǔ˄ ⸗ ᅋ ⵇ ں䔘ǌ˄ا⳨ ز ⵇ ں㫱Ờ 3  

 〨 آپ ຓا 㩔وا 㤿਋ 〨 نǌ˄ز 䨕ا 䯎 ر⡷ ᒖ▧㷍 㑒 ⍨ 㟜1 ا  

 㑒 䥚Ǎ˄ 㩔 䔽 ẗ 䆀  ǖگ ⑭ח㥀 䨛1 ا  

  䣊⁩و䞈 䮽䜫  Ǖشǌ˄ ⵇ  ⟈را ǔ˄  ㅎ ں㍉㥀 ଺ ኩ ㅎ 1  

4(e)    ǔ˄ ⸗ 䔽  ں㈀  ر䊮ا 䯎  ǖ֫ Ờ 〨 ں㍉㥀 㩓 ㈉ ⢜ằ ㅎ ں䔘ǌ˄۔ ا⳨ زƾǒƸǋļŋ ᓟǌ       ᨴر˄                           䞇ᨴ 4؟ 

䞈 䔽 مⵇ ⵇ  ǖ֫ Ờ 䮪 1  

 䞀 ᓧ䜫 䣊⁩ود و㯌 سǍ˄ ㈉  ǖ֫ Ờ 1  

 䞈 䮽⸗  د⁏/䞇ᨴ  ǔ˄   ⵇ 䮪    〨 䈢⾶ 䂬㹬 1م ⁏د ⸗

 䮪  ǖ ǔ̵ ♶ 䂬ⴑ 䞈 ≢ 䜫 ଺ ن دہ䏩 㩓 ㈉ 1  
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Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 5 
 
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response) 
 
 Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line. 
 If the answer to either (a) or (b) is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely. 
 If the answer to 5(a) exceeds 150 words, insert a slash line after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 If the answer to 5(b) exceeds 50 words, insert a slash line after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Content marks – Summary 
 
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive 
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark. 
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points): 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

5(a)  ۔ƾǒƸǋļŋ ت ǔ˄ 䏩 ے اور䯏⪕ ㈉  ᅋ  ㈉ ں䔘ǌ˄ا⳨ ز ╌ 㩔اἶ ㈉ ںᏠر⣉ ں䔘دو 
   ᒖ䜫 ت㩕㸈 ⑬ ਏ 䆀 ان 䞀 
  䞀 ᪿ ␰ 䩘ذر ㈉ اس/䞀 ᓧ⸗ ر⢻ا ⵇ ت㑔⁔ ຓگ ا㥀 
 䞈  ǖ˄ 䜫 ⮫➟ا 䆀 ⦡ ᆈ 
  䞀 䩕ذر ⵇ راࡍ/ 䗂㑔  ǌ ǎҍ ǖӒ ㈉ دو⇤ے  ǎا׏〨 ں㍉㥀 
    ⵇ ں䁡ⴑ 䖻ǌ˄ز ⪲᛽  ᛽ / 䮪㩕⇤⪲ 䞀 ᒖ䜫 ᜙ Ǖ˄  ا
 䞈 ᮷ ಔ         ⵇ  䧥ر ǖ˄ / ᜮور ㈉ مⴑ ଺ ⹔ 
  㩕 ຓگ ا㥀/䞀 䗹وا߫ ر ╌ ⟤    ᔁᖫ 䔽  ╻ر ╌ ⟤㩕 
 ں䜫 䔙 έ 䖻ǌ˄ز 䮪/⊘ 䜫 㾅  ǖں ׏䌕 㦇وا 䗂آ 
  䞀 ᓧ䜫 ਑ تቅ ㈉ ൚آ  
 ␰ ریດ   䢆⁩ ㈊䜫 اမ ق⚏ ⵇ Ⓛ 〨 نǌ˄ز / 㐗 䥞ᜯ ຤  ǖ׏ 
 䣊⁩و   ㅎ ب⵰ بṣ اور 㟈 䡊䯈 ቕ چ ǔؼ 䯎䔽  ᓧ䜫 
  اس  䞈  ǖ˄ 䜫 䢵➟  ǖ ǖ͋  ⵇ ㈉ ⡍ ቕ ㅎم 䔽 آⵇ ⡍/ ᒖ و
 㷍 〨 آپ ຓگ ا㥀ᒖ▧  䞀 ⍠ 㟜ا 䯎 ر⡷ 
  ǖʆ 㩔 䔽 ẗ 䆀  ǖח⑭ 㼝 گ㥀 䮪 
 ኩ ㅎ 䣊⁩و  䞈 ᒖ䜫  Ǖشǌ˄ ⵇ ⟈را  ǔ˄  ㍉㥀ں ㈉ در䂭ن 
  䞈 ن دہ䏩 㩓 ㈉  ǖ ǔ̵ ♶ 㼝 

10  䔽  ǖاب درחᣅ 䆀 䏏:䯎 ر⡷ ㈉ ل㬲 䞈  
   䞈  ǖ˄ ᜯ䜫 έ  ╻ر ╌ ⟤㩕 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Content marks – Response to the Text 
 
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and 
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners. 

5(b)  ۔  ㆁ  ǖ̵ ǌرے 䆀 اຊ راㅎ 䥞 و➟  ˄ ㈉ ᅋ ㈉ ں䔘ǌ˄ا⳨ ز 
 

5 Very good              
 Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and 

imagination, a capacity to express a personal point of view. 

4 Good 
 Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but work still 

shows an ability to express a range of ideas, maintain interest and 
respond to the issues raised. 

3 Sound 
 A fair level of interest and ideas.  May concentrate on a single 

issue, but there is still a response to ideas in the text. 

2 Below average 
 Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum.  May disregard the 

element of response to the text, and write a largely unrelated free-
composition. 

0-1 Poor 
 Few ideas to offer on the theme.  Banal and pedestrian.  No 

element of personal response to the text.  Repeated error. 
 

5  
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Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 

 


