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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/12
Reading

Key messages

Candidates need to demonstrate a good level of reading comprehension and linguistic competence.
In order to score well in Section 1, candidates need to:

. read the passage and questions carefully

» understand how to recognise implied meaning, as well as explicit meaning to answer questions

. analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes

» understand how authors achieve effects or use language to influence the reader

. use their own words as far as possible in order to show their competence in Chinese to gain higher
marks for Language.

* make accurate and effective use of grammatical structures, sentences and punctuation

e pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all
available marks.

In Section 2, candidates need to:

. read the questions carefully and structure a summary around the bullet points provided

*  make a plan before writing the summary

. rephrase the relevant points from the passages in their own words, and then group them in a logical
order, linking the points with appropriate conjunctions

e use complex sentences and varied and precise vocabulary

« avoid lifting large chunks of language from the reading passages

» express the ideas given in the passage without copying examples directly from the text or
writing from their own knowledge or experience

. keep within the word limit

»  spend time proof-reading their writing to check for any mistakes and technical errors

General comments

Most candidates performed well in this paper.

For Question 1, almost all candidates attempted to answer all questions. Many candidates understood the
requirements of the questions well. Some candidates were able to locate the part of the text where they
could find the information needed to answer the question, but needed more developed skills of analysis or
summary to fully answer the question. Some candidates needed to read the questions more carefully to
avoid misunderstanding.

The general standard of this year's summary in Section 2 was good. The best answers presented the
relevant points in a summary style within the word limit. This year a number of candidates included personal
stories or experiences in their summary. Candidates need ensure that the points they make are rooted in the
information given in the two passages; no credit can be given for demonstrating general knowledge on the
topic. Weaker answers were often characterised by the inclusion of a number of examples from the
passages which repeated the key points already mentioned in their writing. Others had a tendency to focus
on a small number of points, giving long explanations on these. This approach often resulted in candidates
using up the character limit without hitting many content points. Candidates should identify valid points from
both reading passages when answering the summary question in Section 2. The most successful
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candidates managed to keep their summary concise and precise, and within the character limit, with good
linkage and a coherent writing style.

In both sections, candidates should strive to use clear and carefully chosen language and varied sentence
structures, vocabulary, and correctly written characters.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1, Question 1

Most candidates were able to show a good level of comprehension, answering more straightforward
questions well. Stronger candidates showed they could analyse and summarise the information provided in
the passage with clear and well-chosen language. Candidates are reminded to take the time to read the
questions carefully to ensure they provide a full enough answer to score all available marks.

(a) This question elicited a mixed performance. Candidates needed to use skills of inference to
interpret the feelings of the protagonist when they got off the tram. The best responses analysed
the relevant sentences fully and used their own words to describe his/her feelings accurately.
Candidates who only scored one mark frequently omitted the point about ‘& 2’. Weaker answers
were characterised by reliance on lifting the relevant sentences from the passage, without going on
to analyse what the protagonists expression and actions suggested about their feelings.

(b) This question required candidates to identify three points from the passage to indicate why ‘I’ could
not help looking at the woman more closely. Most candidates could find one or two points, with only
the strongest candidates finding all three.

(c) This question was well handled by many candidates. Weaker responses frequently missed out the
point ‘WK F T C A &9 — 31/ HiF I K FF 45

(d) Candidates were required to list four points to show the attitude to life of the woman who helped
the protagonist solve her own dilemma. This question was handled well by most candidates. The
most frequently omitted point by those candidates who did not achieve full marks was ‘&£ % T .

(e) Most candidates demonstrated a good level of comprehension in answering this question. They
understood the change of the weather symbolised the change of ‘my’ mood.

(f) A range of responses were given to this global comprehension question. The best answers
demonstrated an ability to analyse and summarise, and many strong candidates were also able to
express their answers in their own words.

(9) Candidates were required to find three examples from the text which showed how the language
used by the author created a vivid description of the woman as having a lively and cheerful
personality. Most candidates answered this question well, and were able to identify the correct
parts of the text to gain all available marks.

Accuracy

Those candidates who achieved 5 marks for Accuracy in Section 1 used clear and carefully chosen
vocabulary and sentences with hardly any technical errors. Candidates should be aware that they need to
generate some of their own language by paraphrasing or manipulating the original wording of the reading
passage to demonstrate that they can write accurate Chinese. The highest marks for Accuracy were
awarded to candidates who could show they are able to use their own language to answer questions, rather
than lifting excessively from the reading passages.
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Section 2, Question 2

Candidates were required to extract information from the two reading passages and use their own words to
write a summary structured around the two bullet points given in the question paper. Many candidates were
able to sustain the quality of their summaries by using appropriate conjunctions and other linking devices,
and by devising a logical structure for their answer.

Candidates should be reminded that there are 15 marks for content in Question 2, which means that they
need to include at least 15 distinct points and ideas from the two passages. Most candidates made a good
attempt at summarising the points based on their understanding of both passages. Some weaker responses
elaborated on a small number of points, rather than saying less about a higher number of points, which
would have gained higher marks. Others included lots of examples, wrote from general knowledge or
personal experience, or repeated points in their summaries.

This year, there were responses that contained a considerable amount of material which had been lifted
directly from the texts without organising the points or linking them into a coherent structure using their own
words. As marks are awarded for accuracy as well as content, candidates need to show that they can use
their own language skilfully to structure a well-sequenced summary.

Most responses were written within the character limit, with only a very small number of candidates
producing an excessively long piece of writing.

Weaker responses sometimes included a long, rambling introduction and conclusion, or had significant
repetition. Building in some planning time could help to ensure points are selected carefully and arranged
logically before writing.

Most candidates were able to use clear and appropriate language in writing the summary. In order to achieve
a mark within band 5 (excellent) for Accuracy, candidates need to choose both vocabulary and sentences
with greater care. Weaker responses often lifted a lot of language directly from the reading passages, and
therefore did not show how well candidates were able to express themselves in their own words. In some
cases, a number of technical errors were also present, or less formal language used, which would have been
taken into account when awarding the Accuracy mark.

© 2019



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 # L% —i& = June 2019
EHERE

TLFE—ET

Paper 0509/13
B X A

REEE

AR R RAF R MR ) AoiE S e

\.q_
#
oo

AT HREF—HPERGERDHK, &

o FmiaRiE LA AL
o THREHNHRNER)THARELEHREESEE,

o RFBEREGTEINA B G, SRR H S ARG AL
o AR E R A ATE B BAEROR R A AT 18T Rvhik 69
o RTHHAEN B THE, AR TRIERSY, RIFLHHIET IR

o EHH RHE FiE RGN, & T AR S
o EEME, FREEDEVARIF R KB 65

ATREFHPFROEHNH, $EEF S

o NAATmIARFA, HFREANIRTEE —RELENELE;

e EEMHZAT, HAFIEBERK;

o MAXLFHRBFEHGEAE, RMACHEETHMLIES, USFIHGNAF, FERABSGERKEAEE, 5§
A,

o EAERAZE T URFE MIEE;

o BRKBIEBIIRL;

o KRB EWEAE, RBRI P HPT, RERANFEENANLZ T ARE,

s ZRBAFHRMRHN;

e BHERE, ZEHEE, BERGAHIEX. EERXFERNGHEE,

X SN Y N GRS

SF KA FARNF T, WMNAEXEOH X, MPREMFEST, %% REMYIE T =5

R F A3t 6) T HMGE CRMFRIT, WILT —RWGHREMBES . SO ERILTT H EMR
DATRE ], RRBALF P RHAPRETEGREL, A8 THERWEMRES, —REETRLHER
SRR, URFHD, REF B AT A L 3R 15 R B K Ak ot 9] A2 64 3 A7 B AR A

B —REAFREREP BT A RREGRE, ettt 2R F 189 42iE/@AFe8) T, Fh—
R e N AR IRE 1N AL P P LT SO ER N S P U SRS AN

MHTFH I FR, SFFEMETOKFLEREFTRASABEN . RADFLTRINENARK
B KEN ARG BB RENELRB A O THE, IALEPREGEA ERHITELE, iR AL
KOFHN. A—LFERFRYPBIUPHaT, RNEZHAATHEAREREA R, ZEAD, IREH
BRBFRN—ABARE LR RERARBTAKLNE L, WL EAAANLEG, WARARRRE T L
B #AE AT B 4

J Cambridge Assessment
International Education ©2019




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 # L% —i& = June 2019

EFEHRE
A~ 7] 2R & Bk
#F—Hy, FHE—
(a) XA, RBHEARRDEFERGE, B—EWFAMEANELRFARL, 95 “LFZ R BiZEAIT

AFe” o T —RKARMTEETG CE BRT F

(b) REA, FANKAANAR . FAAERF L2 AR ATE “BFFrFLTT MGG
EREH” o ek FARBBEIN G FTHELSAT, B THERFAIELFFGIE

LEAFREEE “HErein” X—k —REAMBHFERIALFFHIL LMK T
, RHBATOATARIE, BA BTG R T o AT B R A,

N

TININY)

(c) A, FALETEMNEHARRNEE, ARIZGAT BERNOF L@ EFRIET, 5 —%F
ARFATHRBEHRTLFPH “K” EAARGRE, WARREFAE>H KRG, LH
BRI D PTARMREES £ — R ZARELF LT LABRITI, SHEE,

(d)  EEEKHPF AL, —ERENEE, RERRT LRLBHAL” T— &, AR
BT “QEATEAEFORLRET —ARE” BAFE, FARMNRREL, —R%E2HES 5
1, VAMRAR AR 8 B AL BOATR AT 80 54K

(e) WALE) B RFE S FAENPATAMRARN S . FAET R X E & EZ LR AT R
BRI RO F ARG IR Y AR RERFEOLEF/ LR, “FREZ A
BT XFZHGX R, CHAXFLMEIF. ALY . FERRKEOXER,

() AATEEFAACPREOAEERDE, BBGFLDEFRE, LFTHES LR bR
KT FIR fe7) B K AE RRE DG RS RHAE, HELMILERFT 0T 3. Hiok
EANRRRE £ — % £iE E RN K,

(9) AERFLACEE “K” AZHOEMBOTR. K0 FLRBAFRIEAR, JFHAATHIE
BT @ AEZAT T, —FERRMOF R, B—HAARLENE X, KT TRIRGSATAILMH
Ref)o —RFERA—T @S, KAPRIET “R” RWOFZ. LA — DI FEFALBIT
m, KR R TREFGEROEBO T, e, AREEDIE,

RE| KA AT IEE. RA R KRR

(h) WAL LZ G LR AL, HRF A3 & LHATHAT, K
s bl R = B AE S . BF A THAE

EARBRA T ELEL O SR H . —REA
VER—ATF0 8, BAEMELERLERET,

1
A

ET RN

BT, FRS)MIET EARGSHKGET L, RBAFWEMALL, NAAFmbLsF
BT, FHaO®, $ARRK, FERZERIARMNEZN A T8, FUPHETRITENRE, B EHA
HAE R X iE, AETHEAKE LRI SO EE, RBAATHEDERA, ALK EHBIRL,

F=3y, FE=

FAERIZEEE, FIA_AERNE LRSS, XEREMNE ZAPABEL T HERISAEEE, RIF9FH
ERGRIFEO T A BLAELNIEMR, EEERE, — ERENEEZSHANRIHLENERERTYE, Gl
ARTHRAAKRE ZSHEAEARBFARE LGS, TH—REALFITREH T, RELBAAANET, K
HAEBEPRBHE Z A GEME,

Cambridge Assessment
International Education ©2019




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 # L% —i& = June 2019
EHERE

SR —LEE, RERBYRL, mAARNATHEELEFARBAENEALE, RTHE, RFLA
ETRAMGYH, FATRARANLAATHIEST SEAZCRARLHEHN, BH—REERLF,

RIDERAEEE T FRF, RANYHrFLERITK,

BEWNBEANEAOETRKAZIAG T LILERE, RFZRERETEL., EEEZA, AHA—EZ]HR
W, XFWT@IEEHBIFEA &, AT ZHEGRF AR H A R,

(I

KA FEARBAEBEFIERAFWEAGIETHITEE, ATABTWAEARLERSES, 245 2AAK
®HEEER) T, MEFIET, RENALRBFTARSHBIRIFHE, BRTAB I TEEFA RO TS
RS o AR F B BaE, X6 Ril, REFFEOALELA LA, FoELTFoissbsd EaiE
T ARG IES T,

J Cambridge Assessment
International Education ©2019




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese June 2019
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/13
Reading

Key messages

Candidates need to demonstrate a good level of reading comprehension and linguistic competence.
In order to score well in Section 1, candidates need to:

. read the passage and questions carefully

» understand how to recognise implied meaning, as well as explicit meaning to answer questions

. analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes

» understand how authors achieve effects or use language to influence the reader

. use their own words as far as possible in order to show their competence in Chinese to gain higher
marks for Language.

* make accurate and effective use of grammatical structures, sentences and punctuation

e pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all
available marks.

In Section 2, candidates need to:

* read the questions carefully and structure a summary around the bullet points provided

. make a plan before writing the summary

. rephrase the relevant points from the passages in their own words, and then group them in a logical
order, linking the points with appropriate conjunctions

e use complex sentences and varied and precise vocabulary

« avoid lifting large chunks of language from the reading passages

» express the ideas given in the passage without copying examples directly from the text or writing from
their own knowledge or experience

. keep within the word limit

*  spend time proof-reading their writing to check for any mistakes and technical errors

General comments

Most candidates performed well in this paper. They appeared to be familiar with the format of the paper,
understood the requirements of the questions well, and responded using appropriate language.

Most candidates did well in questions requiring them to identify explicit information and displayed sound
comprehension skills. Higher scoring responses showed a greater ability to analyse and draw information
from across the passage to construct an answer with clear and well-chosen language. Some candidates
needed to give fuller explanations to gain all available marks, or to read the questions more carefully to avoid
misunderstanding.

Some candidates needed to be more familiar with the meaning of basic linguistic terms such as characters,
words, phrases and sentences. Others could improve their ability to analyse and summarise the information
needed to answer comprehension questions.

The general standard of this year’s summary in Section 2 was positive and satisfactory. Most candidates
were aware that they needed to identify and draw the key points from both passages. The strongest
candidates were able to present the points in a summary style within the word limit. Some candidates relied
heavily on lifting longer chunks of language from the texts and needed to use their own language to organise
or/and link the points. Weaker responses in Section 2 were often characterised by the inclusion of repetitive
points or irrelevant information with a focus on personal experience rather than summarising information
from the passages.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1, Question 1

(a) This question was well handled by many candidates. A common mistake amongst weaker
candidates was to answer that ‘parents should live without quarrelling or fighting noisily.” In some
cases, candidates wrote ‘%’ instead of ‘&’

(b) This question elicited a mixed performance. It required candidates to use skills of inference to say
how the author’s mother felt when she heard some shocking news, using her reactions to identify
her feelings. Stronger candidates were able to analyse the sentences fully and use their own words
to describe her feelings accurately. Some candidates needed to include the idea of ‘surprise’ to
gain both marks. Weaker answers tended to merely lift the relevant sentences from the passage,
without going on to analyse what the reactions said about the mother’s feelings.

(c) A range of responses were given to this question. Candidates with strong skills of analysis and
interpretation responded well. Others made up reasons why “I” may have felt helpless, without
reference to the passage. Such responses could not be credited. Candidates are reminded that
answers must be rooted in the text.

(d) This question was well answered by most candidates. Weaker responses frequently omitted
reference to the father’s lifestyle change or the fact that he created a garden. Candidates are
reminded to take into account the mark allocation to ensure that they provide enough points to gain
all the available marks.

(e) This question assessed candidates’ ability to analyse and interpret the symbolic meaning of the
image described in the question. Only candidates with strong analytical skills were able to see the
metonymy, mentioning that the parents (like the chairs) were old and describing the relationship
between the parents.

(f) This question required candidates to identify four phrases from the passage. The strongest
candidates did this well, demonstrating a high level of language knowledge. Weaker candidates
needed to be more precise in their response, focussing on phrases to describe the love between
the parents. Candidates should be reminded to pay close attention to the requirements of the
question.

(9) Candidates were required to identify the change in the author’s understanding of love. Most
candidates answered this question using two focus-points to show the change, demonstrating a
high level of comprehension and analytical skill. They successfully identified both the initial and
subsequent understanding of love as described in the passage, summarising the text in their own
words. Some candidates only gave a partial answer, most frequently describing the understanding
at the end of the text, without looking back to see how it had changed. In a small number of cases,
candidates misinterpreted the question and talked about the author’s feelings about the love
between his parents — e.g. from doubting to believing.

(h) This global comprehension question required candidates to look across the whole passage to find
evidence for the parent’s love being silent. Only the most capable candidates achieved full marks
by summarising the text in their own words. Many candidates managed to locate two or three
relevant points, with the words from the mum frequently being omitted.

Accuracy

Those candidates who achieved 5 marks for Accuracy in Section 1 used clear and carefully chosen
vocabulary and sentences with hardly any technical errors. Candidates should be aware that they need to
generate some of their own language by paraphrasing or manipulating the original wording of the reading
passage to demonstrate that they can write accurate Chinese. The highest marks for Accuracy were
awarded to candidates who could show they are able to use their own language to answer questions, rather
than lifting excessively from the reading passages.
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Section 2, Question 2

Candidates were required to extract information from the two reading passages and use their own words to
write a summary structured around the two bullet points given in the question paper. Many candidates were
able to sustain the quality of their summaries by using appropriate conjunctions and other linking devices,
and by devising a logical structure for their answer.

Candidates should be reminded that there are 15 marks for content in Question 2, which means that they
need to include at least 15 distinct points and ideas from the two passages. Most candidates made a good
attempt at summarising the points based on their understanding of both passages. Some weaker responses
elaborated on a small number of points, rather than saying less about a higher number of points, which
would have gained higher marks. Others included lots of examples, wrote from general knowledge or
personal experience, or repeated points in their summaries.

This year, there were responses that contained a considerable amount of material which had been lifted
directly from the texts without organising the points or linking them into a coherent structure using their own
words. As marks are awarded for accuracy as well as content, candidates need to show that they can use
their own language skilfully to structure a well-sequenced summary.

Most responses were written within the character limit, with only a very small number of candidates
producing an excessively long piece of writing.

Weaker responses sometimes included a long, rambling introduction and conclusion, or had significant
repetition. Building in some planning time could help to ensure points are selected carefully and arranged
logically before writing.

Most candidates were able to use clear and appropriate language in writing the summary. In order to achieve
a mark within band 5 (excellent) for Accuracy, candidates need to choose both vocabulary and sentences
with greater care. Weaker responses often lifted a lot of language directly from the reading passages, and
therefore did not show how well candidates were able to express themselves in their own words. In some
cases, a number of technical errors were also present, or less formal language used, which would have been
taken into account when awarding the Accuracy mark.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/21
Writing

There were too few candidates for us to be able to produce a meaningful report.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/22
Writing

Key messages

Candidates should choose either the traditional or simplified character version of the paper, and follow the
instruction to answer only one question. The eight questions in this paper are divided into two sections:
argumentative or discursive writing in Section 1 and descriptive or narrative writing in Section 2. Candidates
need to write in the appropriate style according to the questions chosen.

To score well in either section, candidates need to:

« read the questions carefully and have an accurate understanding of the question in order to produce a
focused and relevant response.

« demonstrate original thinking and use a wide range of sophisticated structures and expressions
appropriately.

« express ideas and what is felt or imagined clearly and effectively and make accurate use of
paragraphing, punctuation and grammatical structures. Clichés should be avoided.

«  review and read through their essays once the essays have been completed; in this way, they could
correct spelling and grammatical mistakes and make necessary changes.

Candidates should also strive to achieve the following in each essay genre:

. In an argumentative essay, candidates should present a clearly stated view with supporting ideas and
evidence. These should be structured in a logical and progressive manner with sufficient maturity and
complexity.

. In a discursive essay, candidates should present a balanced view with opinions from both perspectives.
The arguments should be developed with supporting evidence from all sides and logically structured.

*  When writing a descriptive piece, candidates need to describe a vivid scene in sufficient detail.

«  When writing a narrative essay, candidates need to tell a real or imaginative story that includes tension
and a well-managed climax.

General comments

Most candidates performed well and produced work which showed a high level of linguistic proficiency. The
majority of candidates were able to write fluent essays, use well-made sentences and complex structures to
form convincing arguments or create engaging stories. In the strongest responses, candidates were able to
produce focused and relevant responses and articulate genuine personal experience. A good number of
essays demonstrated an assured use of language throughout and a clearly stated view with supporting ideas
and evidence. Some weaker responses included spelling and grammatical mistakes, and needed a more
confident grasp of punctuation and complex structures. Other weaker responses were characterised by the
use of colloquial language, as well as combining Chinese characters and pinyin.

The full range of performance was seen across all four types of writing. More candidates chose to write on
the topics in Section 1 than those in Section 2 with Question 1 being the most popular topic. Candidates in
general seemed to be more practised at writing on descriptive topics and showed more confidence in writing
in that way than those who chose argumentative or narrative topics. The best responses contained well-
defined ideas, complex structures and detailed description. Candidates should be advised to make sure they
fully understand the question they have chosen to answer before starting their response to ensure that it is
fully relevant.

There were a lot of well-structured essays, the best of which showed confident use of Chinese idioms, and
argumentative and discursive essays also managed to use current affairs and historical facts to support
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viewpoints. The best narrative essays were characterised by interesting stories and the use different devices
such as flashbacks to engage the reader. When it comes to narrative tasks, creating a climax, building up
tension or providing a sudden turn of events is important. Weaker narrative responses were often
characterised by the use of plain language, narrating everyday happenings or unlikely un-engaging events.

Whilst most of the responses were within the advised length of 400-600 characters, some very long or very
short responses were seen this year. Candidates should be reminded that writing a very short composition is
unlikely to be able to show the variety of vocabulary or consistently confident use of grammar needed to
reach the higher marking bands. A composition needs to be long enough to allow the candidate to fully
express opinions, develop an argument, describe with sufficient detail or produce a sophisticated narrative.
Candidates also need to be careful not to write excessively long essays. It is important to retain focus and
maintain a clear structure with a good level of accuracy and logical progression. Those essays which went
well beyond the suggested character limit sometimes became repetitive or lost coherence of argument.

Candidates should endeavour to write their answers as neatly as possible to ensure that examiners can read
what is written and therefore give credit as appropriate.

Style and Accuracy

Style: Many candidates were able to effectively use a wide range of vocabulary and complex structures, and
sequenced sentences well. Weaker essays often contained simple or repetitive sentences and in some
cases colloquial expressions were used excessively. In order to improve in this area, candidates should
strive to use conjunctions effectively and have more precision when using expressions.

Accuracy: Assured use of grammar and a variety of vocabulary were present in most responses. The best
essays showed a high level of language proficiency and an effective use of idioms and sayings. Weaker
candidates struggled to use punctuation and paragraphing accurately, and holes in candidates’ character
knowledge were exposed by the use of pinyin. In some cases interference from English grammar was also
evident, especially in sentence structure.

The maijority of candidates separated sentences confidently, and could use commas and full stops accurately
and knew that full stops and commas should not be used at the beginning of a line. Candidates should
ensure that they choose the correct characters to express the intended idea and meaning. In some cases
candidates used characters which shared the same pronunciation as the character they wanted to use, but
which had a different meaning (i.e. homophones and homonyms). Candidates are reminded that whilst both
simplified and full form characters are acceptable in this paper, it is good practice to be consistent and avoid
mixing the two systems within the same piece of writing.

Content and Structure

Content: This year the most successful responses contained logical developments, complex atmospheres,
engaging stories, vivid descriptions and convincing arguments. Stronger candidates formed well-balanced
arguments, used vivid descriptions or created a carefully-managed climax in their narrative. Candidates were
more likely to produce very convincing arguments when they felt strongly about a topic or had relevant

experience, as in the case of Question 1 (FLAEA R % X A% FL T HE WG 5. #—ikd B G FayiFise
A4k, ), Question 4 ( “HR EEZARTENAL” o MAERFEAEFEEXANMW L, ) and Question 5
(ATRET, REFETH WM, HETH ERBREHEGG LR )

Structure: Many candidates could structure their essays appropriately and form a cohesive progression of
ideas, argument or storyline. Good responses contained clear and well-sequenced paragraphs, created
tension and atmosphere, and avoided repetition. Weaker responses were characterised by intrusive ideas,
irrelevant details or lack of direction.

Candidates should carefully choose relevant details and examples to support their viewpoints and use
various devices (i.e. the movements of the writer or the creation of a short time span) to provide a sound
structure.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Discussion and Argument
Question 1 - LAF RS K FEZZTHEFF. E—KH B G FOF-RLE.

This was a very popular topic, and many candidates were able to talk about their own experience of studying
abroad, covering both the positive and negative aspects. The strongest responses combined personal
viewpoints alongside a clear and logical analysis of the pros and cons of studying overseas. Weaker
responses tended to be quite one-sided, and needed to develop a more balanced argument.

Question 2 — %% & a9 3F L Fo 3R &L .

Those candidates who chose this topic were able to produce a convincing argument on the positive aspects
of being frugal. Stronger candidates were also able to discuss the negative aspects of thrift, thus creating a
more balanced piece. The best essays incorporated a range of examples to support their argument and
included in-depth discussion on the topic.

Question 3 - AAHL: “HAENFRARKRSZHABALETF. 7 FREAEREREETXAHE?

In general, candidates were able to articulate their opinions on this topic well. Some compositions were well
defined and successfully developed, mentioning that young people should spend time learning new skills,
gaining experiences and broadening their horizons. Stronger candidates were able to provide examples (i.e.
dressing appropriately for interviews or other occasions) and use current affairs or facts to support their
views. Weaker candidates needed to link their ideas more logically or show a deeper level of consideration.

Question4— “#R ELEXATENAL” . IRAEREFEREEZXAN L?

This was one of the most popular topics in this section. Many candidates chose this question as they felt
strongly about the topic. Those who believed ‘there is a perfect life’ often mentioned that life could be perfect
as long as people cherish what they have and feel content. Those who felt, ‘life is not perfect’ usually pointed
out that nothing is perfect (i.e. once you make a choice, you will lose other opportunities; therefore, you can’t
say the life you are leading is perfect.) In general, candidates who both agreed or disagreed with this
statement managed to support their viewpoints effectively. Weaker answers were sometimes repetitive or
had only a partially-developed argument.

Section 2: Description and Narrative
Question 5— A2 7, IREF T H W, $5 W L EIEIE TG 5.

Candidates seemed to relate to this topic well, and it was therefore chosen by a high number of candidates.
The best responses included sophisticated, complex sentences and effective vocabulary. Candidates
managed to describe their experience to the reader, making it exciting by creating a vivid image of the noisy
but joyful atmosphere and the colourful spring festival market. In some cases inappropriate adjectives were
used, or candidates produced a narrative about going shopping before Chinese New Year rather than
creating an image or a picture of the market. The best pieces made the scene and atmosphere come alive
by using aspects such as smell, sound, and movement in their description.

Question 6 — &% 5 1R R B ENE

Stronger candidates were able to describe their ideal bedroom using details such as the colour, shape, style
and arrangement of furniture, making the image clear to readers. Weaker responses limited their description
to the design and location of the house and their ideal bedroom, and the overall description needed greater
scope and variety.

Question 7 - &L AR FIHF R G —RE D
Candidates were expected to narrate their experience of going to a theme park. Some candidates

successfully used subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses to create interest and also included a climax in the
story. Weaker candidates often simply listed what they had done that day in the theme park, focussing on
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describing their feelings or creating a dialogue. In such cases, improvements could have been made by
including greater detail, or developing a more sophisticated narrative structure or plot.

Question 8 — “ L & Ie 147/ 49 AR — B IA], & Joid KA BRMABLA L. ... .. Yo MR 8 ER T, B—ANK
$o

This was one of the more popular topics chosen by candidates. Compositions frequently delivered an
interesting story, using a wide range of vocabulary and complex structures. In some cases a managed
climax was included, which gave readers a surprise at the end of the story. Some candidates needed to use
a more sophisticated plot line and maintain a stronger link to the scenario set for the writing task. Candidates
should be reminded to think about how they engage the reader, which may include using devices such as
flashbacks in their narrative writing.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/23
Writing

Key messages

Candidates should choose either the traditional or simplified character version of the paper, and follow the
instruction to answer only one question. The eight questions in this paper are divided into two sections:
argumentative or discursive writing in Section 1 and descriptive or narrative writing in Section 2. Candidates
need to write in the appropriate style according to the questions chosen.

To score well in either section, candidates need to:

» read the questions carefully and have an accurate understanding of the question in order to produce a
focused and relevant response.

« demonstrate original thinking and use a wide range of sophisticated structures and expressions
appropriately.

» express ideas and what is felt or imagined clearly and effectively and make accurate use of
paragraphing, punctuation and grammatical structures. Clichés should be avoided.

« review and read through their essays once the essays have been completed; in this way, they could
correct spelling and grammatical mistakes and make necessary changes.

Candidates should also strive to achieve the following in each essay genre:

. In an argumentative essay, candidates should present a clearly stated view with supporting ideas and
evidence. These should be structured in a logical and progressive manner with sufficient maturity and
complexity.

. In a discursive essay, candidates should present a balanced view with opinions from both perspectives.
The arguments should be developed with supporting evidence from all sides and logically structured.

*  When writing a descriptive piece, candidates need to describe a vivid scene in sufficient detail.

«  When writing a narrative essay, candidates need to tell a real or imaginative story that includes tension
and a well-managed climax.

General comments

The overall standard of responses was high this year, with many candidates showing a high proficiency in
Mandarin Chinese. The majority of candidates were able to produce well-structured writing on their chosen
topic. Many candidates expressed themselves well, demonstrating sound language skills and using
sophisticated complex sentences. Many candidates were confident in using idioms and sayings or providing
factual details to support viewpoints and ideas. Most of the responses were within the advised length of
between 400 and 600 characters; a small number of responses didn’t meet the minimum requirement for
length.

The full range of performance was seen across all four types of writing. More candidates chose to write on
the topics in Section 2 than those in Section 1. Candidates in general seemed to be more practised at
writing on descriptive topics and showed more confidence in writing in that way than those who chose
argumentative or narrative topics. Candidates should be advised to make sure they fully understand the
question they have chosen to answer before starting their response to ensure that it is fully relevant.

The strongest responses came from those candidates who were aware of the key elements needed when
writing different types of essays. In particular, the difference between argumentative and discursive writing
was not always well-understood. The best argumentative essays addressed viewpoints clearly and
presented a consistently persuasive argument. Successful discursive essays presented a balanced and
logical discussion with some authoritative evidence on both the pros and cons. A well-organised structure,
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including a clear and engaging opening paragraph, was usually present in good discursive writing. Weaker
responses were sometimes characterised by self-contradictory conclusions or irrelevant material.

For the most part, candidates who chose descriptive writing were aware that the focus needed to be on
description rather than storytelling. Excellent responses usually used the five senses to create a vivid image
for readers, creating a complex atmosphere with a range of details, and avoiding storytelling or listing a
series of points. Effective narrative essays usually had a complex and sophisticated structure and used
devices such as sub-texts, flashbacks and time lapses successfully. It is important in a narrative essay to
create a climax in the story, build tension or provide a sudden turn of events, and many essays were seen
which included those elements. Part of narrating a story includes fully developing characters and plot.
Weaker narrative responses were frequently written in quite plain language, narrating everyday situations or
irrelevant events.

Style and Accuracy

Style: The majority of candidates were able to write fluently and included sophisticated complex structures in
their writing. Many also used a wide range of effective vocabulary and well-constructed sentences. Weaker
responses were characterised by simple or repetitive sentences and a lack of clarity. Candidates should be
advised to include some planning time which would allow them to organise their thoughts and think about
how to include complex ideas and a greater variety of vocabulary and expressions.

Accuracy: Many responses showed a high level of language proficiency and good use of grammar, idioms
and sayings. Good sentence structure and an effective range of vocabulary and structures were presented
successfully in most candidates’ answers. Weaker responses often contained incorrect characters and/or

pinyin in their essays; some struggled to distinguish the difference between ‘45’ and ‘4% whilst others showed
interference from English grammar when forming sentences.

A lot of candidates could use punctuation confidently, especially commas and full stops. However, some
candidates should be reminded that full stops and commas are not supposed to be used at the beginning of
a line. Some responses showed sentence separation issues and spelling and grammatical errors.

Candidates should ensure that they choose the correct characters to express the intended idea and
meaning. In some cases candidates used characters which shared the same pronunciation as the character
they wanted to use, but which had a different meaning (i.e. homophones and homonyms). Candidates are
reminded that whilst both simplified and full form characters are acceptable in this paper, it is good practice
to be consistent and avoid mixing the two systems within the same piece of writing. Finally, candidates are
reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the Examiner can read their scripts and fully credit them for
what has been written.

Content and Structure

Content: This year the best responses contained logical developments, complex atmospheres with a range
of details, convincing arguments or a moving story. Stronger candidates created clear images, used vivid
descriptions and formed well-balanced arguments. Candidates tended to produce successful essays when
they felt strongly about a topic or had relevant experiences, as in the case of Question 2, Question 6 and
Question 7.

Structure: Many candidates could structure their essays appropriately and form a cohesive progression of
ideas, argument or storyline. Good responses contained clear and well-sequenced paragraphs, created
tension and atmosphere, and avoided repetition. Weaker responses were characterised by intrusive ideas,
irrelevant details or lack of direction.

Candidates should carefully choose relevant details and examples to support their viewpoints and use
various devices (i.e. the movements of the writer or the creation of a short time span) to provide a sound
structure.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Discussion and Argument
Question 1 — # 3k B A AP 69 3F 4k Ao 3R & .

Candidates were expected to develop a coherent argument and discuss the positive and negative aspects of
team spirit. The more successful responses often expressed logical and clear viewpoints using appropriate
examples and sophisticated structures. Stronger candidates used effective examples to underpin their
opinions, such as school project teamwork, sports team spirit and current affairs, and the arguments followed
in a generally cohesive progression. A number of candidates focused on teamwork rather than team spirit,
others needed to include a fuller exploration of the drawbacks of team spirit and use examples relevant to
the question. Some described examples at length which resulted in an unbalanced discussion.

Question 2 — 44, LARE. AABBAEUR EMBANHGER CERLRE, SHEALHRASANG
4 ER RO G,

This was one of the most popular topics in Section 1 as it was very relevant to candidates’ daily lives and
experiences. The majority of candidates were able to express and justify their opinions on the benefits and
shortcomings of Artificial Intelligence. Stronger candidates presented a coherent and logical argument and
provided a wide range of examples, including influential people, enterprises and house essentials. Some
responses focused on the examples already mentioned in the question and lacked in-depth analysis. Some
responses needed to present a clearer link to how it would affect people’s lives, which was a key point in the
question. Candidates needed to be careful to consider both sides of the argument, and the strongest
responses did this well.

Question 3 — KIAMA R —F & Efet i, AT LR ERF TF SEAN L2

Although fewer candidates chose to answer this question, those who chose it understood the task well and
successfully developed their answers. The strongest candidates used clear and effective language, provided
well-developed arguments and quoted famous sayings and well-known historical characters and events to
support their viewpoint. Weaker responses could have been improved by the inclusion of more robust
reasons or examples to support their views and a fuller discussion on the consequences of being a modest
person.

Question 4 — A A “FHBR L5370, NAERL TN, X HERHLE, FREXEE. 7 HAHFA
Bl & R Bl & XA E?

Many candidates started their discussion from the quote in the question and then broadened the discussion
to include their own experiences. Some responses needed a clearer structure and more logical development,
whilst others discussed the topic from different angles, creating a cohesive and developed argument. The
best responses discussed not only gender stereotypes but also social issues and inequality. Most candidates
stated that everyone should have the freedom and rights to choose what they like. In some cases candidates
slipped into storytelling or writing a monologue, which was not appropriate for this argumentative piece.

Section 2: Description and Narrative

Question 5 - # 5 FRZEHE LHHNASH T

Candidates were expected to describe the exciting scene of a school sports day. The majority of candidates
choosing this topic managed to create vivid images of different sports events and created a variety of
atmospheres, including a sentimental, extraordinary or inspiring sports day. Some candidates zoomed in on
a particular scene, which added more detail to the overall image. Candidates needed to be careful not to just
narrate what happened on a sports day, description is the key. The best responses used a variety of details
and used other senses such as smell and sound to build up a vivid description of the surroundings and
people at the event.
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Question 6 — R —ANILRTIFSH AEHH T, HERARGZE,

Candidates needed to describe a place which makes them feel calm. Many candidates managed to create
vivid images of the places which they find relaxing, using excellent descriptive techniques, sophisticated
complex sentences, a wide range of vocabulary, idioms, famous sayings and rhetorical devices. Stronger
candidates used the different senses to reflect the atmosphere, describing smells, touch, sounds, etc.

Question 7 — #UEX LR SR A9 — K 25

This was the most popular topic in Section 2. A large number of candidates successfully produced a
straightforward story. Many candidates created complete stories and narrated their most memorable
experiences. Some excellent compositions were characterised by the build-up of tension or a sudden turn of
events. However, some candidates focused too heavily on writing more trivial details of their experiences
and describing their feelings at the expense of other aspects such as plot development. Weaker candidates
provided very simple narratives which consisted of everyday happenings, and needed an effective climax to
the story to add interest for the reader.

Question 8 — KA “---ee RARY T T BB E, FHOERARRRET” AR, 5—ANKF,

Candidates were expected to write a story finishing with the sentence given in the essay title. Stronger
candidates were able to clearly express their feelings of regret in the narrative. Weaker responses were often
made up of a more simple narrative thread, occasionally losing focus on the storyline. This question implied
a sudden turn of events, which helped candidates to build a climax into their stories in a relatively structured
way. Candidates should be reminded to balance different sections of the story carefully to engage the
reader.
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Paper 0509/23
B4

EX IR
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s ABEMELN, FALMANREHEHIL., FARBEGFEHBREL K, LPEaaLB0mT,
o AFRARLH, FALME -ANAERARGRTE, TRELHAR, ILRFHHEL,

ik

AEEABARERNE, LRSI FHRITETFLOHFRE. K
HMRIFHLE, REFALRTEREIIERL, RIARANIESTRS
Rk iEFfeiE, RN F R FRLHRMNGN EABE. KA 0F
F AR ERIE FHE B S

IR HGE A FRRE A LR A B B
, FHER AR F. Ry EFALREE
ARMBBEEEEINEFHOLE, VR
S0 E A A EWA AR, HAXRDHRIKGEN, REOFARBEES Ho0M A, RIEF—HHHE,
BARERY, BB BEMEBE LN FAEBR T A LRIERLGFE LN IR IIER S 47, FAEADHKTEE A
THG TG, BIFHBEE, TRAMARE L 548 LAH N K.

BFoREMEEMBEBEMN AN E, HAREB R b LI, A6F AR LARET. FFR
FH S CARRE AR M R AL 8, B AR 098IE, Fo SR IR BRRAERRN, KEHETZIA
%, BEEREARELIIFR L, BEIFWRARL, M, FAFEFANEHGT L, Fo8IKH
LEAIATE A AT B R H AR X6 A 5.

KEME, ABEMEINFEANA T ESRAEME L, RALHKE., BIFRFHLFA T R LR KA E
e A0 aE, ARRG@T RSN L LR, FEIRFIINEHANR L. R ITRIE T 05
FRea X, RERAKRLE, AR, HRASRIFAGETARET, EFLRIH, A HKFOSH. BKE

Fo R L RO FEHRAIRERY, SFRS LR XM E, EHKFR, LALBEtET K EGFHRELL,
KFEARBG R LFEFTREMALARNEET RMEIFAFNOHNE, FRELITARGFEH,
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SARAE A B

AR K30 F AAT LR, SRR AR, B R8O X, RS F AR AR 18 ICFe s H) 24 8
TEHLF, RABPBUFLETAARERELNNG T, LFRERF. FLEBAEN, BT
FME, ARG ERNTRR R ERRRT XEALE K.

EHE: KA LFERILTEGLN P AR, FEHMOE R RIBERGIE, RIS RGNS TFEMFe
HAMR i EAiE Rk AT, BRRENLTFTAEFIABHEREXTF, AOFETL KL W 4
R, AMEAN TR EIEEEAWNSA, BEARAEAPEEN ST,

% H A EA AL AT LA S, HHRALEFG R, A, ALEFAREIZTELEMO)ERLETOHE, A
A SLFIL AW ) BT Ao B kA PR

FAR G, EREHOFREXES AL AOFANRTRLT, AERF. FERZmERARE
HERFABRTIRA, AR—8MW, FEASARNERRERENE, FREXFPREMNER, RE, F4S
RERFEREFFE, FEAALN, TRARENLIGAZLHE RS GITH,

R B At

HE: A5 BERITFFHAGRME E Xk, G520 AR. &MmT., AR GLIERS AT EN
HE, RIBROEFARALFUEEFTENT L, 2900 ER A ENRAE, BoawvELd3F4RR
AR A B0 B A AN A2 E, thhe =, <. LA,

M REFAMREREMTENLE, AL BERKFRTETLR. FHAFOLEARA AT H 5
BAERE . P BAH, BRERBAAN, FBLET L, BRAREN LT AL AL X W XA,

& AT R FAR K Gy AT Ao fp] F R L HRMNGR L, FRATRRRREGAIE KAl R LM, e
FATE RAAR NG TA,

&A% 35
F—FH: X

F—A - Bk E AT AT AR AL .

F 4B LFN, BAREEABERGIIE, HiTeE A TR L. BARIFE LR T A F N, AR
Bt B, IR A A TR R SEMIEIE. B BRI E AR AOLF A RR P FREKXER, e F
BT RGNS, B AR HAvftF, mELEME B Kbk, REFERZADNEE, @
AHRAANATAY, A 69H £ LR H AT AY 69 R R 2 — 3 69383, SF A AR X895 T oRIEH] A TeALE,
B EGF AN LT RK BRaEp, AREL,

B - dmh, RARE. AABRAEFUREMBAMNEGEFCE LR, RBEALTELAAMNGLE
kA 5 ¥,
TRELE—HNPRTRAENAEZ—, BAREFANA TR E ML, KW FAIRREEILTALIER
BERFA T B, BABIRGZ ARRUATE ., AFHGLIE, JFREF TR GH T RAEIE, tde: AR
AN, Dk R RS, LR EAE R AMO LY AARE. AAAESER T REELAR BERAANALEY
A HF ALK BRI ZFREINT. AHLEEBRALE Ao TH AN £ T MR, #
ALTRERAANABERRAIFRALEFT PR RNGA S5, 35505 2RI X S

=M - KAMAR—RE RGN, FAFTARETREREAETIANALR?

BAKRYEARIEMN, KIRPWFEMRTIAWR. I RBOFEARNFTEFAZGLT. FRRER®
B, LT MEIAYAFMRIIERE. R BHEELMREAR /) 098 S RPFRitiE, FF 24 @HTiIK
AR L5
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BV - AAW: “HBEALEBY, NAERLBRY, XBAKHLE, BRAKEL, 7 KRAHFZRA
BRARE EZAHEK?

B HEELMMAM I TAF, REY KiTiE, ARARMAFHEE., AOLFELLFBOEHFH ZH
PR R, A FNARATR G A LT, il y B ¥eitit,. BRRGOIFRRTRT A
ZIMEP %, itk TARF AL R TN, KIS FERBENAA L ZA A B FREEN &, AEOE
AR ESHKETHAEARE L, AHEABLTERANAACHEIREG, %5 T 306 LGHILH A B,

B HEARE

FEM - BEERENE EIHACH I E

BB RE FRENRHA A @, KR T LEAF AL ARBERREHERS B, diEhs
AR, GAESARFDE, EXG. HASHEH R, AR ARG FUMAGRE, A KRS E
MR T &8, $ELMERTERRKBAL S XRENF, TARALNE DB, 5AHHLESRALY
BINE, RUTSE. MREF AR RBREH R AFH.

BN - RE—ANLREFST GRS, BEABRNEZG.

B S — A LA U BT, Ik B A R AR T, LA 8 K. RRMEIC. Ribd
B ARG — AU AP . f A BRI oRIE. RRIE S A I A I A R A T SUL
Nad, FR—R

FLA - ARILRR RRAG— KB

RE ARG ZHYRLRLHAE . KA FE LR FHASOLRBRNNET, #5HTENRF, Ed
WAV SR TR Z T AR EFRIFHLFEEHERE, KFFTHIT. R, AOHFEFLALET AR
LEE, EARH PR R—HE, AREORERTRGMT, SN TRKGBRAERERL.
HBEBHELEFHRFFE, RAAEOLTRBEFRGEL, RNEREHAFOHH, iLitd A 8%
BET Ho

BAF - WL “eeenes 2RAELG T TIHIEGE, FHOERATLIBT” AEE, B—IMEF,

EAZVHE PG FHERE —ANKE, ARG EARELT P HRE XN BGHEGRT, Y 5505%
ARELBAREORTF, AHBHNEGSETRFL, REARTT L ASETBARFHI, XAH)
¥k B HBEA AN, AHIARKRONTF. FALLRESEBSHEN, BERFHIR, Likd KA,
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