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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

«  Candidates must show the ability to use a variety of structures and precise vocabulary both in the Topic
Presentation/Topic Conversation and in the General Conversation sections.

. In the two Conversation sections, the Teacher/examiner must ask questions which allow the candidate
to show that s/he can describe events or express ideas using both past and future time-frames. [See
Teachers’ Notes Booklet pages 9, 10 and 15 and also Appendix A of this document.]

. Discussion in the General Conversation should be appropriate to the individual candidate’s ability: the
questions must be differentiated for each candidate.

e Atleast two topics need to be covered in the General Conversation and should not overlap with the
content of the Topic Presentation.

»  Teacher/examiners must not suggest possible answers or give clues to candidates.

e The Speaking test should be conducted entirely in Mandarin Chinese. There should be no use of
English in the test. Only Chinese should be used in the transitions between sections of the test.
Cantonese and other varieties of Chinese should not be used in the test.

. Centres wishing to use more than one teacher/examiner must be aware of the correct procedure for
internal moderation. Centres wishing to use more than one Examiner must seek permission from
Cambridge before the Speaking Test period starts. Permission must be sought for each new
examination session. It cannot be carried over from one session to the next.

General comments

* Most Centres administered and carried out the tests very well. In order to give candidates the best
possible chance, teacher/examiners should ensure they have read the Teachers’ Notes booklet
carefully so that both the tests and the relevant administration are carried out correctly.

« Previous Moderator’s Reports for the Centre should be consulted.

« In order to allow the moderation process to operate effectively, it is important that CDs arrive
undamaged and on time. They must be well packaged, ideally in a plastic case within a padded
envelope.

« The full requirements of the test are clearly laid out in the Teachers’ Notes Booklet and all Centres
are strongly advised to read through a past paper well in advance of the test, so they have plenty of
time to clarify any uncertainties.

Clerical checks

In most Centres, the addition and transfer of marks was accurate. In some Centres, however, a number of
errors were found, sometimes with large discrepancies between the recorded totals and the actual totals. It is
essential that the addition of marks on the Working Mark Sheet as well as the transcription of the total marks
onto the MS1 mark sheet/computer is checked to ensure candidates receive the correct marks. It is
advisable for more than one person in the Centre to check these numbers.
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Cover sheet for moderation sample

Most Centres remembered to submit the Coversheet for Moderation Sample, duly completed, along with
their other materials for external moderation. Completion of this form allows Centres to check that their
moderation sample is correct before they dispatch it to Cambridge, and the completed form must be
submitted with the sample.

Sample size

Many Centres managed to select a good recorded sample which covered evenly the full spread of
performance in the Centre. Please ensure that the sample marks are spread evenly, not grouped as
‘good’, ‘middling’ and ‘poor’: for example, they might be 99, 87, 76, 67, 53 but not 99, 98, 76, 75, 53, 51.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put on the Working Mark Sheet to indicate the candidates
who have been included in the recorded sample, particularly in Centres with many candidates

Centres using more than one Examiner should include samples from each Examiner in an appropriate
proportion.

Recording quality and presentation of the sample

The sample should always be saved onto a CD. Please do not put sticky labels on the CD as these can
easily become detached and make the CD unplayable.

Speaking tests should be conducted in a quiet place, away from any noise causing disruption. In a small
number of cases, candidates and/or the teacher/examiner were not always clearly heard. If an external
microphone has been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the candidate than to the
teacher/examiner. The recording should be checked at intervals by the Examiner to ensure that it is clear
and there are no extraneous noises. In some Centres the CD received by the Moderator was almost
inaudible, making moderation difficult.

The CD should not be stopped during the recording. The candidates should be introduced by name and
candidate number by the teacher/examiner, not by the candidates themselves.

The tracks on CDs should be labelled using the convention specified in the Teachers’ Notes: Centre
number_candidate number_examination number_component number, e.g. PQ123_0001_0547_03.
Labelling them as ‘Track 1’, ‘“Track 2’ etc. is not helpful when finding individual candidates. A card stating
which candidates appear on each CD must be enclosed, not glued or stapled, with each CD.

Internal Moderation in Centres

In most cases, Centres which had been given permission to use more than one teacher/examiner had
adopted a thoroughly professional approach to Internal Moderation and had carefully documented their
procedures for achieving consistency. It was clear that in many Centres great efforts had been made to
cross-check the standard applied by different teacher/examiner and to ensure that marks awarded followed a
single rank order before they were submitted to Cambridge.

In a small number of cases Centres provided insufficient evidence of the Internal Moderation procedures
followed, merely writing different marks next to the original marks on the Working Mark Sheet. Some
justification of why the adjustment was made must be included in the documentation.

Centres with large numbers of candidates may use more than one teacher/examiner for the tests, but this
must be agreed by Cambridge in advance. Permission must be sought for each examination series — it
cannot be carried over from the previous examination series.

Details of the Centre’s Internal Moderation procedures must also be sent to CIE, as specified on the ‘Cover
sheet for moderation sample’. Guidelines for the Internal Standardisation/Moderation of Cambridge IGCSE
Foreign Language Speaking Tests are available from CIE. The form on page 9 of the Guidelines indicates
the evidence that should be provided.
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The coordinating Examiner is responsible for checking that the mark scheme has been applied consistently
by all of the Examiners in the Centre. If a particular Examiner’s marking is judged by his/her colleagues to be
out of line with the other marking at the Centre, all the marks for candidates examined by that Examiner must
be checked and adjusted accordingly before paperwork is submitted to CIE.

Working Mark Sheets

This year some incomplete Working Mark Sheets were submitted. These should be filled in with candidates’
full names, the numbers of their Role Play cards, and signed and dated by the Teacher/examiner.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put against the names of the candidates who are included in
the recorded sample, particularly in Centres with many candidates.

Despatch of the sample
Please ensure that the CDs are well packaged. CDs are particularly vulnerable to damage in transit, and
need to be carefully packed in strong containers, ideally in a plastic case inside a padded envelope. A few

Centres sent their CDs in flimsy plastic or paper pockets. Avoid using staples to attach the Centre label to
the soft plastic cover of the CD, as it can damage the surface of the CD and hence the recording.

Comments on specific questions

Role plays

Teacher/examiners are reminded of the need for careful preparation. Centres are reminded that the
Teacher/examiner must not create extra tasks, nor must s/he omit tasks. If the stipulated tasks are changed
or omitted and/or extra tasks are added this will confuse candidates and it changes the nature of the
examination. Marks can only be awarded for completing the tasks as presented on the Role Play cards.
Centres are reminded that on some tasks a short response may be sufficient to attract a mark of three.

Each candidate should be handed a single Role Play card and should complete both the Role Plays on that
card. Candidates should be given the Role-play cards in random order, not 1,2, 3,40r1,1,1, 2,2, 2...
Centres must always record the number of the card given to each candidate in the space provided on the
Working Mark Sheet.

The situations at the head of the Role-plays should be read aloud in Chinese by the Teacher/examiner
before commencing the test. This is reassuring for the candidate, and establishes that he/she is playing a
role, not merely answering for him- or herself. The introduction should NOT be read in English.

Candidates should avoid answers in the Role-plays which are formulaic or neutral, such as ¥ T ‘yes’ or A%
& ‘1 don't know’, as they give no indication that the candidate has understood the question.

The A Role Plays
All the terms used in these Role plays are in the Minimum Core Vocabulary.

. You are planning a trip to the zoo with a friend.
Most candidates handled this Role play well.
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* A new pupil has just joined your class You are answering his/her questions.
Weaker candidates did not use the correct measure-word =5 for ‘lesson’.

The question about the location of the toilet should have been answered by a location rather than, for
example, ‘In the Chinese lesson.’

. You are on an aeroplane talking to a flight attendant.
Most candidates handled this well.

The B Role plays

. You are at a Chinese language summer camp in Beijing. A journalist wants to write an article about the
camp and is talking to you.

The third question ‘What facilities does the camp have?’ caused problems for candidates who did not
know the term ¥ jifi [facilities].

. You have lost your mobile phone. You are talking to a friend at school.
Most candidates handled this well.
. You are in a department store buying a present for a child

Some candidates said they were buying a present for a parent. Weaker candidates did not use the
correct term for a unit of currency.

Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation
The standard of work in this section covered the full range of performance.

Introduction to the Topic Presentation

This must be introduced by the Examiner in Chinese, not English, for example by saying IL/EHEN 3.
The candidate should begin by stating clearly what his/he topic is, for example ‘B8 [ /&---.” as sometimes
it is not obvious what topic is being presented. This statement will also help candidates focus on their topic.

Topics chosen

Many candidates chose ‘My family’, ‘My hobby’, ‘Sport, ‘School life’ ‘My future’ ,'My friend’ , ‘My holiday in
...., ‘My pets’ , or a comparison between life in two different countries. A few candidates appeared not to
have prepared a topic at all. More unusual topics included: ‘The US diet and the Chinese diet.’, ‘The British
Christmas and Chinese New Year’, ‘Dreams’, ‘An embarrassing incident’, ‘When | moved to Shanghai’, ‘A
Maths competition | took part in’, ‘My Mum'’s birthday’, ‘Education’, ‘Use of water’, ‘Distance learning’, ‘My
balcony’, ‘My neighbourhood’ and ‘My on-line business’.

Candidates who chose ‘Myself’ as their topic were disadvantaged in the General Conversation.

Timing

Please note that the Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation should last a total of about five
minutes. In some Centres much less time than this was allowed, and their candidates were thereby
disadvantaged. In a few cases the Examiner did not ask any questions after the candidate had finished the
presentation. In such cases no marks can be awarded, as the mark scheme specifically rewards responses
to questions.

Topic Conversation

The teacher/Examiner should introduce this section in Chinese, for example by saying
PRIAE AR LA R
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In some Centres it was evident that the opening sections of the Topic Presentation had been memorised:
this type of rote learning misses the point of the Speaking Test, and will not allow candidates to show the full
range of their ability in Chinese. Candidates should be encouraged to speak spontaneously, and not to
memorise speeches.

The Teacher/examiner should listen carefully to the candidates’ presentations, and then lead them skilfully
through the Topic Conversation by asking appropriate questions, allowing them both to develop their topic
and to demonstrate their language skills. In some cases the Teacher/examiner ignored what the candidate
had just said and asked a prepared question even though the answer to his/her question had just been
given. This is very confusing for the candidate.

Centres are reminded that candidates should not be corrected during the tests.

Most Centres handle the transition from the Topic Conversation to the General Conversation well, but some
Centres are still not making clear the ending of the Topic Conversation and the start of the General
Conversation. This can be done by saying ‘FI/ERENEE = #B45. °

Time-frames

The Examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (e.g. “When did you begin to...?”) AND about
the future (e.g. “When do you plan to....?"). See Appendix A.

Candidates who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes.

In answer to a question such as “How long [a time] did you do [an action]?’ saying a length of time such as *
Z4F, 7 is not by itself sufficient to show that a candidate can convey a past time-frame meaning. In such a
case, a verb is also required, for example ‘F2% T =4, °

Teacher/examiners should ask more questions, until candidates have showed they can convey meaning
using both past and future time-frames successfully.

General Conversation
Timing

Please note that the General Conversation should last about five minutes: in some Centres much less
time than this was allowed, and their candidates were disadvantaged. In most cases, however, it was carried
out well.

Questions asked

In a few Centres identical questions were asked of all the candidates. This is not in the spirit of the
examination and makes the whole exercise artificial and lacking in spontaneity. Each candidate should be
asked different questions at an appropriately challenging level, according to their ability. The
Teacher/examiner should judge the appropriate level of question for the individual candidate. A weaker
candidate might be asked ‘What sports do you like?’, but a more able candidate might be asked ‘Why do you
think exercise is important?’

The General Conversation should be based on the individual candidates’ responses and so should not be
over-rehearsed or prepared beforehand. Please note that two or three of the Defined Content topics should
be covered during the General Conversation.

It is better to ask questions in depth on a few topics rather than a large number of unrelated questions.
‘Presentations’ in the General Conversation

There is no ‘Presentation’ within the General Conversation. The General Conversation involves the

Teacher/examiner asking the candidates a series of questions on two or three topics. Some Centres
seem to have required candidates to carry out a second presentation.
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Time-frames

The Teacher/examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (When did you begin...?) AND about
the future (‘When do you plan to....?’). If this is not done the candidates will be disadvantaged.
Candidates who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes Booklet.

See Appendix A.

Appendix A

TIME FRAMES v.8

In Chinese there is no inflection of verbs to indicate tenses: therefore a time reference or context for the
action of the verb may sometimes be provided when referring to past, present or future events.

PAST ACTIONS

(a) Time phrases such as WEX, 24, AN H, etc. indicate actions in the past;...[*] i % can be used
to indicate both past and future time frames e.g. ....
A 2 [, or /INBHiE (past). HE (AY) BH%  can also be used for past time frames.

(b) Aspect particles can also be accepted for actions with different time references, e.g. VERB + iT
or VERB + T.
(c) Use of (5 _+ verb) is not accepted as a past time-frame.

For example we do NOT accept 11 % to mean “went”, as in A2 HA, (x)

(d) Use of Jywhen negating a past time-frame. This is only accepted as demonstrating use of a past
time-frame if a VERB is also used. For example, if the candidate is asked /g2 1 [ENZ ? and
replies %7 - this is NOT accepted as demonstrating the use of a past time-frame, whereas ;&7

- |S acceptable.

FUTURE ACTIONS

(a) Time phrases such as /N % [JIFH%, etc; WK, WI4E, T4 Hand () % can also be used
for future time frames.

(b) Modal verbs such as 48, &, #I8&, 14l , &% or & + verb, etc. can indicate the future.

(c) The structure R (L) -+« T indicates a future time-frame, for example Al HREK T,

(d) The sentences must include a VERB to be accepted as examples of future time-frames. For

example Q : FREE:4 (4 2 A« 22T would NOT be accepted as a future time-frame, but A: 484
Zifi, WOULD be accepted.

OTHER PHRASES

Phrases such as LAiiij, M, LAJG can also indicate time frames.

Note on conditional sentences

Structures using Wift------Z> (or equivalent terms such as /&, i) can also indicate a future time-frame,
as in these examples of what WILL or MIGHT happen:

U IBBAEAT ), SE A R B AT
R AR T, AR AR TR %
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Note on the use of hui &
1 Lo L FR*. Inthis case 4 clearly indicates a future time-frame.

2 TR RA =Y K. Here 2 simply indicates an habitual, repeated action, and is NOT counted as
indicating a future time-frame.

There are also a number of other ways of expressing past and future time frames in Chinese: the above
notes simply indicate some possible ways of doing this.

MARK SCHEME

In the Topic Conversation and General Conversation, if candidates cannot show they can use BOTH past
AND future time-frames correctly, they cannot be awarded more than 6 marks on the Language (b)
scale on page 15 of the Teachers’ Notes Booklet.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/11
Listening

General comments

Candidates generally performed well in this examination. The spoken Chinese in the exam gradually
increased in terms of difficulty and length. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring
non-verbal responses, and visuals were used wherever possible. The questions moved from testing
candidates’ ability to understand short factual information, to testing their ability to understand and identify
opinions and explanations in narrated accounts and interviews. It is essential that candidates learn and be
very familiar with the Defined Content for the syllabus.

The topics and themes of the exercises were designed to be within the candidates’ knowledge and life
experiences. The number of excellent performances from Centres shows that the importance of listening and
responding skills were well recognised. Candidates from most Centres were well prepared for the
examination and were usually well aware of the requirements.

We should remind Centres that questions requiring a written response in Chinese are set in such a way that
answers should be short and straight to the point. The listening examination is a test of comprehension, so
Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to the questions. In fact, by keeping their answers
short, clear, and to the point, candidates can reduce the risk of adding incorrect material which can invalidate
an otherwise correct response. When trying to write long sentences in response to those questions,
candidates also risk not hearing or running out of time to produce the necessary key words.

In their written responses to the questions in Exercise 2 in Section 3, candidates are allowed to write their
answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, but not English or other languages. Candidates must also
refrain from using /' or ‘(). Candidates need to make up their own minds about what they want to give as
their answer and make it very clear to the Examiner in order to score well. When preparing their candidates,
Centres should help their candidates improve in this area.

This year we saw an improvement in terms of candidates not ticking more than one box when only one

choice is required as the answer, and not ticking more than 5 boxes when only 5 choices are required. A few
candidates did not answer all the multiple choice questions or made less than 5 choices in Question 16.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1

Questions 1 -5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. Candidates performed the best on Question 1 and least well on Question 3 where
choice A or B was often selected instead of the correct choice A. Among the other common mistakes made

in this exercise, choice A was sometimes selected for Question 2 and C for Question 4.

This exercise is designed to contain the most straightforward questions in this exam; it does still require
candidates to be very familiar with the core vocabulary for this syllabus.
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Exercise 2
Questions 6 — 10
This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did the previous day. Candidates
generally did very well with all the questions in this exercise and particularly well with Question 6 and
Question 8.
More mistakes were made with Question 9. Instead of the correct choice C some candidates selected B.
Section 2
Exercise 1

Question 11 - 15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short monologue divided into 5 parts, in which a
friend talks about the climate in Xi’an.

Candidates performed very well with Question 11 and Question 13. More mistakes were made with
Question 12, Question 15 and particularly Question 14. The interesting thing is that the common mistake
made with all those three questions was the tendency to select D as the answer.

Exercise 2

Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and a teacher in a School. Li Ming had just arrived at the
School and was finding out from the teacher about the School facilities. Candidates generally performed very
well on this exercise with the majority achieving 5 or 4 marks. The most common mistake seen in the
performance on this exercise was not selecting E.

Section 3

Exercise 1

Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they like the most. Most candidates answered
Question 17 and Question 18 correctly. More mistakes were made with Question 19, and Question 21.
Among the common mistakes, G or F was often chosen as the answer for Question 19 and C or E for
Question 21.

Exercise 2

Questions 22 — 25

In this exercise candidates heard an interview with an American professor in Nanjing University. As intended,
this final exercise targeted to test the top-level IGCSE skills and provided challenge to many of the
candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to state what kind of article the reporter was going to write.

This proved to be one of the most challenging questions in the paper. Many candidates answered the
question perfectly well or gave answers that were acceptable. There were also many cases where the
responses were unintelligible, which indicates a lack of understanding.

Question 23 asked candidates to state what subject Professor Jackson was teaching.

Many candidates responded well to this question giving perfect straight to the point answers. There were
also many responses that were not acceptable, such as ‘%3’ and ‘“*>]’, which indicates that those
candidates did not understand this section of the interview.
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Question 24 asked the candidates to list the two reasons why Professor Jackson came to China to teach.

This is reasonably challenging and many candidates did very well producing excellent straight-to-the-point
answers.

A variety of answers were seen here, with a wide range of pinyin spellings as well as a wide selection of
characters. Many of the responses showed an adequate understanding of the recording and satisfied the
requirements of the mark scheme. However, there were some responses that did not sound like the correct
answers or used characters that carry a different meaning from that of the correct answers. For example,
there are cases where candidates wrote ‘er fu’ instead of ‘zhang fu’ and ‘3%’ instead of ‘3L’ In cases like
this, the mark was not awarded.

Question 25 asked candidates to state what Professor Jackson’s candidates often do.

This proved to be a challenging question for many candidates. Again, a variety of responses were seen here,
with a wide range of pinyin spellings and character usage. Many candidates responded well giving brief and
straight to the point answers. Some candidates did not seem to have understood the key word ‘3%’ and as
a result provided responses that were unintelligible.

In Exercise 2 of Section 3, there were still quite a few candidates who used the notation ‘/’ in their
responses. It is inappropriate and unhelpful to use this notation in this examination. When answering a
question, candidates need to make up their minds as to what they want to give as their answer and make
that clear to the Examiner.

It should be noted that for each character in a response, candidates are advised to either write the character
itself if they know how to or use pinyin instead if they do not know how to write that particular character. In
other words, candidates can choose to use either pinyin or Chinese characters, whichever they think best
expresses what they want to say. For example, ‘zhang fu’, ‘>0, ‘zhang 7" and ‘3Cfu’ are all acceptable.

It is not advisable to write both the character and its pinyin at the same time, because one of them could be
written incorrectly, and as a result invalidates an otherwise correct response. Again, candidates need to
make up their minds about what they want to give as their answer and make it very clear on the question
paper.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/12
Listening

General comments

Candidates generally performed well in this exercise. The spoken Chinese in the listening examination
gradually increases in terms of difficulty and length. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective,
requiring non-verbal responses, and visuals were used wherever possible. They moved from testing
candidates' ability to understand short factual information to testing their ability to understand and identify
opinions and explanations in narrated accounts and interviews. The exercises worked well and discriminated
across the full range of ability. It is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the Defined
Content for the syllabus.

The number of excellent performances from Centres all over the world showed that the importance of
listening and responding skills are well recognised and are usually taught well. Candidates from most
Centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of the requirements.

We should remind Centres that questions requiring a written response in Chinese are set in such a way that
answers can be short and straight to the point. The listening examination is a test of comprehension, so
Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to the questions. In fact, by keeping their answers
short, clear, and to the point, candidates can reduce the risk of adding incorrect material which can invalidate
an otherwise correct response. This year, there were quite a few long and often unintelligible responses to
Question 23. There were also cases where candidates wrote some extra material that invalidated an
otherwise correct response to Question 25. A lack of understanding can be a cause of this; an effort to write
as much as possible can be another cause.

In their written responses to the questions in Exercise 2 in Section 3, candidates are allowed to write their
answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, but not English or other languages. Candidates must also
refrain from using /’ or /(). Candidates need to make up their own minds about what they want to give as
their answer and make it very clear to the Examiner. When preparing their candidates, Centres can help their
candidates improve in this area.

This year we have seen an improvement in terms of candidates not ticking more than one box when only one

choice is required as the answer. It is worth noting that in Question 16 candidates should make sure that
they follow the rubrics to tick only five boxes.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1

Questions 1-5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. There were still many mistakes made with the first three questions and especially
Question 3. Among the mistakes made, choice A was often selected for Question 1 as well as for
Question 3; choice B was often selected for Question 2. Compared with Question 1, Question 2 and
Question 3, candidates performed really well on Question 4 and Question 5.

Exercise 2

Questions 6 — 10
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This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did on the first day of his summer
holiday. Candidates generally did well on this exercise and performed particularly well in Question 10.

More mistakes were made with Question 6, Question 8 and Question 9. When incorrect choices were
selected for Question 6 and Question 8, choice B was often selected instead of the correct choice A.

Section 1 is the least challenging in the exam. In Exercise 1 candidates did much better in the last two
questions than the first three. Candidates also performed slightly better in Exercise 2 than in Exercise 1.
There could be many reasons for this, one of which could be that candidates got more settled as they
progressed in the examination. If this is the case, some extra guidance for candidates on examination
techniques could be helpful.

Section 2
Exercise 1
Question 11 - 15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short introduction given by a teacher about a newly
built school building. It proved to be a challenging exercise for a good number of candidates.

Candidates performed better with Question 13 and Question 15. More mistakes were made with

Question 11, Question 12 and Question 14. Many candidates chose A, D or E as the answer for
Question 11. A was popularly chosen as the answer for Question 12 and D as the answer for Question 14.
Question 12 proved to be challenging for many candidates. It looked like that many candidates mistook the
keyword ‘hua xue’ (chemistry) in Question 12 as ‘hua hua’ (painting).

Exercise 2

Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and a member of staff at a holiday village. Li Ming had
just arrived at the holiday village and was finding out from the member of staff what he could do there.
Candidates generally performed very well on this exercise with the majority achieving 4 or 5 marks. Mistakes

were often made by not selecting C, D or E.

A number of candidates ticked either fewer or more than 5 boxes. Candidates are strongly advised to make
all 5 choices and only 5 choices to their best understanding.

Section 3

Exercise 1

Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they plan to do on Sunday. On the whole, candidates
did very well with these questions. The interesting thing is that while E is not a correct answer to any of the 5
questions, E was often picked incorrectly as an answer to all the questions and particularly Question 17,
Question 19 and Question 20. Question 19 proved to be one of the most challenging questions in this
paper and many candidates achieving 4 marks in this exercise incorrectly chose E as the answer.
Exercise 2 Questions 22 — 25

In this exercise candidates heard an interview with the School Literature Club. As intended, this final
exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE skills, elicited the widest range of performance. There were
some very accessible questions, affording even the weakest candidates the opportunity to score one or two
marks, but there were also questions to challenge the most able candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to state who organised the School Literature Club.

Most candidates answered the question perfectly well or gave answers that were acceptable. There were
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also some candidates who gave wrong answers, such as ‘f./> A, “+ .4 or simply ‘5k A, which may be an
indication that some candidates did not have a sufficient understanding of this part of the interview.

Question 23 asked candidates to state who came to the Club to give lectures.

This proved to be the most challenging question in the paper. There was a good variety of answers here.
Some candidates answered the question perfectly well or gave answers that were acceptable. There were
also a lot of responses that were not acceptable, such as ““#&’, “&JiT’, ‘FE5, and ‘fu jia’, to name just a few.
Many candidates’ responses were unintelligible, which may be an indication that those candidates did not
understand this section of the interview.

Question 24 asked the candidates to list the two things that people do in the Literature Club.

This is a challenging question requiring candidates to include the verbs in their responses. Many candidates
did exceptionally well producing excellent straight-to-the-point answers.

A variety of answers were seen here, with a wide range of pinyin spellings as well as a wide selection of
characters. Many of the responses showed an adequate understanding of the recording and satisfied the
requirements of the mark scheme. However, there were some responses that sounded far away from the
correct answers or used characters that mean something totally different from the correct answers. A good
number of candidates used characters such as Jii’, ‘&, ‘i5f’, ‘5] or ‘“F instead of ‘15"

Question 25 asked candidates to state what Zhang Yue would like to study at university.

Many candidates did understand that Zhang Yue would like to study history in university and gave excellent
answers. This is another place in this exercise where we saw a great variety of responses, including a variety
of pinyin spellings and character usage. Although many of those were acceptable, some indicated a
misunderstanding. For example, a number of candidates wrote “4Jifi’ or the pinyin for it, while a couple of
other candidates wrote ‘/)*#. There are also some cases where what the candidates wrote was long and
unintelligible.

In Exercise 2 of Section 3, there were quite a few candidates who used the notation /" in their responses. It
is inappropriate and unhelpful to use this notation in this examination. When answering a question,
candidates need to make up their minds what they want to give as their answer and make that decision clear
to the Examiner.

It should be noted that for each character in a response, candidates are advised to either write the character
itself if they know how to or use pinyin instead if they do not know how to write that particular character. In
other words, candidates can choose to use either pinyin or Chinese characters whichever they think best
express what they want to say. For example, ‘li shi, ‘7752, ‘li 52” and ‘Jjshi’ are all acceptable.

It is not advisable to write both the character and its pinyin at the same time, because one of them could be
written incorrectly and as a result invalidates an otherwise correct response. Again, candidates need to make
up their own minds about what they want to give as their answer and make it very clear on the question
paper.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/13
Listening

General comments

Candidates performed well in the main. The spoken Chinese in the exam gradually increased in terms of
difficulty and length. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring non-verbal responses,
and visuals were used wherever possible. Questions moved from testing candidates’ ability to understand
short factual information to testing their ability to understand and identify opinions and explanations in
narrated accounts and interviews. The exercises worked well and discriminated across the full range of
ability. It is essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the Defined Content for the syllabus.

The topics and themes of the exercises were well within the candidates’ knowledge and life experiences. The
number of excellent performances from Centres shows that the importance of listening and responding skills
are well recognised. Candidates from most Centres were generally well prepared for the examination and
were usually well aware of the requirements.

We should remind Centres that questions requiring a written response in Chinese are set in such a way that
answers can be short and straight to the point. The listening examination is a test of comprehension, so
Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to the questions. In fact, by keeping their answers
short, clear, and to the point, candidates can reduce the risk of adding incorrect material which can invalidate
an otherwise correct response. When trying to write long sentences in response to those questions,
candidates also risk running out of time to produce the key words which are necessary. This year there were
some scripts where candidates wrote long unfinished sentences which could not be credited.

In their written responses to the questions in Exercise 2 in Section 3, candidates are allowed to write their
answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, but not English or other languages. Candidates must also
refrain from using 7’ or ‘( )’. Candidates must decide what they want to give as their answer and not require
the Examiner to choose for them. When preparing their candidates, Centres should help their candidates
improve in this area.

This year there was an improvement in terms of candidates not ticking more than one box when only one
choice is required as the answer and not ticking more or less than 5 boxes when only 5 choices are required.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1

Questions 1 -5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. Candidates performed the best on Question 2 and least well on Question 3 where

choice A was often selected instead of the correct choice C. Among the other common mistakes made in this
exercise, choice B was often selected for Question 5 and A for Question 4.
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Exercise 2

Questions 6 — 10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did the day before. Candidates generally
did very well on this exercise and particularly well with Question 6 and Question 8.

More mistakes were made with Question 9 and Question 10. Instead of the correct choice C for both
questions, some candidates selected either A or B.

Section 1 is designed to contain the most straightforward exercises in this exam; it does still require
candidates to be very familiar with the core vocabulary for this syllabus.

Section 2

Exercise 1

Question 11 -15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short monologue divided into five parts in which a
girl tells her friend the places she will go to in the next five days. It proved to be a challenging exercise for a
good number of candidates.

Candidates performed the best with Question 11 and very well with Question 15. More mistakes were
made with Question 12, Question 13 and Question 14. Many candidates chose E as the answer for
Question 12. G was popularly chosen as the answer for Question 13 and E as the answer for Question 14.
Exercise 2

Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and a member of staff at a summer camp in China. Li
Ming had just arrived at the summer camp and was finding out from the member of staff what he could do
there. Candidates generally performed very well on this exercise with the majority achieving 5 or 4 marks.
Mistakes were often made by not selecting A or F or both.

Section 3

Exercise 1

Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they plan to do after they graduate from high school. As
the exam progresses, the level of difficulty increases. On the whole, candidates performed well with these
questions and more so with Question 17 and Question 19. More mistakes were made with Question 18,
Question 20 and Question 21. Among the common mistakes, B was often chosen as the answer for
Question 18 and A was popularly chosen as the answer for Question 20.

Exercise 2

Questions 22 — 25

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with the winner of the High School candidates’ Singing
Competition. As intended, this final exercise targeted to test the top-level IGCSE skills and provided
challenge to many of the candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to state who taught Zhang Li singing.

This proved to be one of the most challenging questions in the paper. Many candidates answered the
question perfectly well or gave answers that were acceptable. There were some cases where the responses
were unintelligible. Responses such as ‘“&Jifi ’ or ‘f%[# A’ were not accepted.
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Question 23 asked candidates to state where Zhang Li practised singing.

Many candidates responded well to this question giving excellent answers or answers that were acceptable
stating the correct key words. There were also a lot of responses that were not acceptable, such as ‘F 5’
and ‘&Jifi", which indicates that those candidates did not understand this section of the interview.

Question 24 asked the candidates to list the two reasons why Zhang Li learned to sing.

This is reasonably challenging and many candidates did very well producing excellent straight-to-the-point
answers.

A variety of answers were seen here, with a wide range of pinyin spellings as well as a wide selection of
characters. Many of the responses showed an adequate understanding of the recording and satisfied the
requirements of the mark scheme. At the same time, there were some responses that did not sound like the
correct answers or used characters that mean something totally different from the correct answers. For
example, there are cases where candidates wrote ‘ ... ying yu’ which sounds just like ‘J&iE’.

There are some other cases where candidates simply wrote something along the lines of ‘because she liked
singing’. In cases like these, the mark was not awarded.

Question 25 asked candidates to state what Zhang Li would like to do in the future.

This is a challenging question. Many candidates did understand that Zhang Li would like to become an
actress and they gave excellent answers. This is another place in this exercise where we saw a great variety
of responses, including a variety of pinyin spellings and character usage. Although many of those were
acceptable, some indicated a misunderstanding. There are some cases where what the candidates wrote
was long and unintelligible or was long but missed the key word ‘i 7.

It should be noted that for each character in a response, candidates are advised to either write the character
itself, if they know how to, or use pinyin instead if they do not know how to write that particular character. In
other words, candidates can choose to use either pinyin or Chinese characters, whichever they think best
expresses what they want to say. For example, ‘biao yan, ‘Z&{#’, ‘biaoc #’ and ‘Z% yan’ are all acceptable.

It is not advisable to write both the character and its pinyin at the same time, because one of them could be
written incorrectly, which as a result invalidates an otherwise correct response. Again, candidates need to
make up their minds about what they want to give as their answer and make it very clear on the exam paper.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key Messages

In order to perform well in this paper, the following points should be considered:

e Candidates must study the questions carefully. Marks are awarded for accurately locating answers in
the passage. A concise answer is therefore required.

. Inaccuracies in Chinese are tolerated provided that the message is clear and that the candidate’s
answer does not give a different meaning, which might cause confusion in comprehension
understanding the message.

. Candidates must learn grammar points, especially common used phrases and patterns, as these give a
clue for answers, as seen in Question 14.

e Candidates should attempt every question in the paper, even those they may feel less confident of,
such as Question 32 and the last couple of questions.

General comments

On the whole, candidates appeared well prepared for the examination and there were many excellent
responses to this paper. The vast majority of candidates were aware of the requirements.

The difficulty of questions increases through the paper. However, the accuracy of answers is largely related
to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance, Question 4 appeared to be more
challenging due to the less common key words. All the vocabularies in the prescribed minimum core
vocabulary list needs to be studied thoroughly before taking the exam.

Grammar learning and vocabulary learning should occur hand-in-hand. Understanding key sentence patterns
and fixed phrases will facilitate the comprehension of passages.

More emphasis should be placed on attention to detail. It is a requirement to both understand the questions,
as well as provide relevant answers. Just as random lifting cannot result marks being awarded, it is the same
for any partial answer. For instance, Question 19, ‘ii {2’ is a wrong answer, even though it only missed
one character ‘Jifi’.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1, Questions 1-5

The questions in this exercise are generally well tackled, especially Question 3, which was answered
consistently well, with very few candidates making mistakes.

There are only two exceptions, Question 2 and Questions 4, where even some strong candidates tended to
make mistakes. This was probably because candidates were less familiar with the testing characters of ' 15

K, and ¢ & -
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Exercise 2, Question 6-9

The majority of candidates excelled in these questions, as almost all the candidates have delivered an
excellent performance across these questions, which has demonstrated an improvement from last year.

Exercise 3, Question 10-12

For this exercise, candidates need to read a couple of sentences in Chinese before handling the following
multiple-choice questions. Overall responses by candidates across ability levels were of a good standard.
Question 12 proved to be more challenging, as a reasonable amount of candidates did not understand the
meaning of ‘ #F ‘ (orange) and selected other fruits instead. Apparently candidates were more familiar with
fruits such as apples, bananas rather than oranges. All the vocabulary should be covered before taking the
exam.

Section 2
Exercise 1, Questions 13-16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences.

Most candidates were able to locate some correct answers in the passage even when they did not fully
understand the content. Both Question 13 and Question 14 were well answered. However, genuine
comprehension and careful reading is required to obtain full marks. For instance, Question 15, which
generated many incorrect answers, required candidates to understand the frequency phrase ‘&K / KK
(everyday) and ‘fR/>>' (seldom) before choosing the correct word to complete the sentence. Whereas for
Question 16, which appeared to be one of the most difficult questions in this paper, required candidates to
draw a connection between characters and activities, and carefully select the relevant information.

Exercise 2, Questions 17-24

In this exercise, candidates were requested to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions
regarding it. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.
The passage took the form of a letter from Xiao Liu to his friend Xiao Wang about the summer holiday he
spent with his grandmother. Often, only a very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct
answer was present, additional material copied from the text can be tolerated, unless contradictory or made
the answer incomprehensible. The quality of written Chinese is considered only for the purposes of
communication.

Many responses were excellent, which showed an improvement from last year. Although a handful of
candidates decided not to attempt certain questions, such as Question 20 — Question 23.

On the whole, candidates handled questions fairly well. Where there were wrong answers, the problems
were frequently encountered with Questions 20. It was asking when does Xiao Liu go to visit his grandma
every year. However, a number of candidates did not pay enough attention to the frequency word * &4’
(every year) and question words ‘ f[ 4 ‘ (when). Instead, they repeated ‘every year’ in the question,
which was not a sufficient answer. A good answer should be ‘ &1 * (summer holiday). Some candidates
also stumbled in Question 24 as they did not select the entire key phrase * Btijixk ‘ (play games), but only
wrote ‘ It * (play), which has a different meaning.

Section 3
Exercise 1, Question 25-28

In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese and then
answering the multiple-choice questions. Responses for Question 25 and Question 27 were of a high
standard, with the majority of candidates achieved full marks.

Question 26 generated the highest number of mistakes, with plenty of candidates incorrectly selecting C. It
was because the distractor C also appeared in the passage. Furthermore, a few candidates encountered
difficulty with Question 28. A common issue in answers across both questions was not carefully identifying
the relevant text in the passage.
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Exercise 2, Question 29-34

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrate their
understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

As this is the final exercise, both the passage and questions become more difficult. Even though there were
some excellent responses, generally speaking, candidates find this exercise challenging, some candidates
even left the questions blank, especially Question 32. Trying for all the questions is highly recommended, as
the ones who have tried for Question 32, generally have gained a mark.

The majority of candidates answered Question 31 and Question 32 with ease. Question 30 was not
answered well. This was possibly due to candidates not understand the content of the passage but simply
lifted the section after * #P4£1id * (taking notes) the moment they saw the same words appearing in the
question. Another difficult one is Question 33. The correct answer should be * 57 [E 34k i53) “ (conduct
Chinese cultural activities), whereas many candidates did not provide a full answer, either only verb * f# *, or
only noun ‘ /1 [E 324353l “. To sum up, although exam technique is useful for this exercise, a genuine
understanding of the passage still is the key.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, Centres are advised to guide candidates as follows:

e Candidates should study questions carefully. Marks are awarded for accurately locating answers in the
passage. A concise answer is required.

. Inaccuracies in Chinese are tolerated provided that the message is clear and that the candidate’s
answer does not give a different meaning.

»  Candidates should have a good grasp of grammar, especially concerning commonly-used phrases and
patterns, as it gives a clue for answers. This was seen in Question 13 and Question 16.

« Candidates should attempt every question in the paper, even those that candidates may feel less
confident of, such as Question 27 and the last couple of questions.

General comments

On the whole, candidates were well prepared for the examination and there were many excellent responses
to this paper. The vast majority of candidates were aware of the requirements.

The difficulty of questions increases throughout the paper. However, the accuracy of answers is largely
related to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance, Question 6 appeared to
be more challenging due to the less common key words. All the words in the minimum core vocabulary list
needs to be studied thoroughly before taking the exam, especially the words which are similar, such as ‘“F
’ (raining) and ‘ ~%5’ (snowing) in Question 1.

Learning grammar and vocabulary learning should occur hand in hand. As understanding key sentence
patterns and fixed phrases will facilitate the comprehension of passages.

Last but not the least, more emphasis should be placed to attention to detail. It is the requirement to both
understand the questions, as well as provide relevant answers. Random lifting cannot result in any marks
awarded, and the same applies for any partial answers. For instance, Question 22, ‘&% .’ is a wrong
answer, even though it only missed one character ‘J&&’.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1, Questions 1-5

Most candidates tackled the questions in this exercise very well, especially Question 2, which received
excellent responses, with almost no candidate making mistakes.

The questions that generated more wrong answers were Question 1, Question 3 and Question 4. For
Question 1, some candidates chose B ‘I [’ rather than the correct answer C 1, possibly they are
confused with raining and snowing. For Question 3 and Question 4, it probably was due to candidates

22 CAMBRIDGE

International Examinations © 2017



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese June 2017
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

being less familiar with the testing words ‘] fR#ER’ (play bowling) and ‘£’ (shoes). Therefore, all the
vocabulary in the minimum core vocabulary list must be studied thoroughly before taking the examination.

Exercise 2, Questions 6-9

In general candidates delivered a stronger performance in this exercise. The majority of candidates excelled
in Questions 7-9. However, a fair amount of candidates encountered difficulty with Question 6, as it
required candidates to understand that ‘z)jiii /i” means cartoon, and to find the matching picture. Generally
speaking, candidates were more familiar with other hobbies than different TV programmes, even though they
were also in the vocabulary list.

Exercise 3, Questions 10-12

Overall, responses by candidates across ability levels were of a good standard for these multiple-choice
questions. Question 10 proved to be more challenging, as a reasonable amount of candidates did not
understand the meaning of ‘JJ; 52’ (history) and selected other school subjects instead. This may be because
candidates were more familiar with school subjects such as science and English.

Section 2
Exercise 1, Questions 13-16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences.

Most candidates were able to locate some correct answers in the passage even when they did not fully
understand the content. Both Question 14 and Question 15 were well answered. However, genuine
comprehension and careful reading is required to obtain full marks. For instance, Question 13 and Question
16, which generated the most incorrect answers, required candidates to understand the fixed pattern of
‘B’ (help somebody do something) as well as understand the relationships between characters in the
passage.

Exercise 2, Questions 17-24

In this exercise, candidates were requested to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions
regarding it. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.
The passage took the form of a letter from Xiao Liu to his friend Xiao Zhao about Bei Hai Park. Often, only a
very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct answer was present, additional material copied
from the text can be tolerated, unless contradictory or if it makes the answer incomprehensible. The quality
of written Chinese is considered only for the purposes of communication.

The responses were excellent, which showed an improvement from last year. Although there were still a
handful of candidates decided not to attempt certain questions, such as Question 19 — Question 24.

On the whole, candidates handled questions fairly well, with only a small minority of candidates making
mistakes. Where there were incorrect answers, the problems were frequently with Question 23.

This appears to be due to a number of candidates not paying enough attention to the grammar pattern of
cause and effect ‘(5[ / fiTEL’ in the passage and did not provide the reason why Xiao Liu’s friend likes that
dish. Instead, they repeated the question ‘because he likes that dish’, which was not a sufficient answer.

Section 3
Exercise 1, Questions 25-28

In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese and then
answering the multiple choice questions that followed. It is positive to see that all the questions were
answered fully.

Performance in the questions varied as candidates had mixed levels of success in them. Question 25 and
Question 26 appeared to be the easier ones, whilst both Question 27 and Question 28 generated a higher
number of mistakes. It was because some distractors for these questions have also appeared in the
passage. For example, Question 28, the reason Y34 wanted to stop half through the marathon was
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because her foot was injured, not because it was raining or her family member came to watch the
competition, even though both have been mentioned in the passage. Therefore, when handling these
questions, attention to detail is highly recommended.

Exercise 2, Questions 29-35

In this final exercise of the paper, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to
demonstrate their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The
questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

Although the amount of blank answers was decreasing, regrettably, there were still some candidates who
decided not to attempt the questions, in particular Question 34 and Question 35. As this was the last
exercise in the paper, insufficient time is always a possibility, and so candidates could improve performance
through more emphasis on time management in the future.

The majority of candidates demonstrated reading comprehension ability in these questions. Most candidates
found Question 33 and Question 35 to be straightforward and consequently responses were of a high
standard. In particular, the vast majority of candidates were aware of the needs to include verb when
answering Question 35, which was a great improvement from last year.

A significant amount of candidates encountered difficulty with Question 32, which asked ‘who told Tom what
to do?’ with the correct answer being “fi 2511 1 1 (experienced employees). Many candidates did not
provided the full answer but only copied out a partial phrase. More emphasis on studying fixed phrases in the
future would be beneficial.

Question 31 also proved to be challenging in this exercise as it required candidates to provide an answer
identifying how long can Tom rest during working hours before the match. Many candidates offered ‘% H &k
S TE]” or ““FUR IR A)” without indicating the specific time period. It is clear that in order to attain higher marks

in this exercise, candidates need to ensure they gain an accurate understanding of the question itself, before
rushing an answer.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

Candidates are reminded of the following points:

. Read the questions carefully. Marks are awarded for accurately locating answers in the passage. A
concise answer is therefore highly recommended.

. Inaccuracies in Chinese are tolerated provided that the message is clear and that the candidate’s
answer does not give a different meaning.

. Pay attention to grammar and learn common-used phrases and patterns. These often give a clue for
answers, for example in Question 15.

*  Attempt every question in the paper, even those where candidates may feel less confident. There were
omissions in Question 22 and the last couple of questions.

General comments

There were many excellent responses to this paper and the vast majority of candidates were aware of the
assessment requirements. The performance demonstrated by candidates in the paper was of a similar
standard to last year.

Generally, the difficulty of questions increases through the paper. However, the accuracy of answers is
largely related to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance, Question 3
appeared to be more challenging due to the less common key words. All the vocabularies in the prescribed
vocabulary list needs to be studied thoroughly before taking the examination.

Grammar learning and vocabulary learning should occur together. Understanding key sentence patterns and
fixed phrases will facilitate the comprehension of passages.

More emphasis should be placed on attention to detail. It is a requirement to both understand the questions,
and provide accurate answers. Random lifting of text cannot result in any mark, neither can submitting a
partial answer. For instance, in Question 17, ‘£ i1 f1’ is a wrong answer, even though it only missed out a
couple of characters ‘ [-~'. The result is a very different meaning.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1, Questions 1-5

The questions in this exercise are generally well tackled, especially Question 5, with very few candidates
making mistakes.

Question 2 and Question 3 proved more difficult, with even a few strong candidates making mistakes. This
was probably because candidates were less familiar with the testing characters of ‘E4<’, and ‘1.) .

Exercise 2, Questions 6-9
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The majority of candidates excelled in these questions. In particular, almost all the answers for Question 8
were correct.

Exercise 3, Questions 10-12

For this exercise, candidates need to read a couple of sentences in Chinese before handling the following
multiple-choice questions. Overall responses by candidates across ability levels were of a good standard.
Question 10 and Question 12 proved to be more challenging, as a reasonable amount of candidates did not
understand the meaning of ‘% F 177 (ride a bike) and ‘7%’ (pencil). Consequently, other answers were
selected instead of the correct ones. All the vocabulary in the minimum core vocabulary list must be learned

prior to taking the examination.
Section 2
Exercise 1, Questions 13-16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences.

Most candidates were able to locate some correct answers in the passage even when they did not fully
understand the content. Candidates usually answered Question 13 very well. Genuine comprehension and
careful reading are required to obtain high marks. For instance, Question 16, , required candidates to locate
the key words ‘7" (cool) in the passage; understand that the question contains a negative word ‘4~ (not),
and choose the antonym of ‘i’ (cool) — ‘# (hot) for answer. This question garnered a significant amount

of incorrect answers.
Exercise 2, Questions 17-24

In this exercise, candidates were requested to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions on it. The
questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. The passage took
the form of a letter from Xiao Liu to his friend Xiao Lin about his older brother’s birthday party.

Often, only a very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct answer was present, additional
material copied from the text can be tolerated, unless contradictory or made the answer incomprehensible.
The quality of written Chinese is considered only for the purposes of communication.

The responses were mainly very good, although a handful of candidates decided not to attempt certain
questions, such as Question 21 and Question 22. Attempting every question is highly recommended.

Candidates handled questions Question 23 and Question 24 fairly well. Where there were wrong answers,
this tended to be with Questions 17 and Question 18. For Questions 17, the correct answer is ‘ /M2 11
(last Friday), only ‘£ #i 11’ (Friday) is not sufficient as the meaning is different.

For Question 18, it asked ‘Apart from his older brother, who does Xiao Liu know in the party?’ Many
candidates did not understand the grammar pattern of ‘apart from’, hence produced the wrong answer.
Another area needing to be addressed is that key words have to be written fully to score a mark. For
instance, Question 23 ‘{4 %}’ is a wrong answer, even though it only missed out part of the character ‘%1".

Section 3

Exercise 1, Question 25-28

In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese and then
answering multiple-choice questions. Responses for Question 26 were of a high standard, with the majority
of candidates achieving full marks.

Some candidates encountered difficulty with Question 25, whilst Question 27 generated the highest number
of mistakes, with plenty of candidates incorrectly selecting distractor B, which also appeared in the passage.

A common issue in answers across both questions was not carefully identifying the relevant text.

Exercise 2, Question 29-34
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In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrate their
understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

As this is the final exercise, both the passage and questions were more difficult than earlier on in the paper.
Even though there were some excellent responses, candidates find this exercise challenging. Unfortunately,
a small amount of candidates left the questions blank, especially for Question 29, Question 31 and
Question 33. Candidates are reminded to attempt all questions. Even when unsure of the answer, an
attempt is encouraged.

The majority of candidates answered Question 32(ii) with ease. However, Question 30(i) was not answered
well. This was possibly due to candidates not understanding the main advantage of using the mobile app
was that people could send text messages without spending any money. Another difficult one was Question
32(i). Many candidates answered when Ming Ming usually uses the mobile app to call his family members,
not why he usually only uses the app before his bedtime. The same applies for Question 33. The correct
answer needs to specify when Liu Wen uses the game app, whereas many candidates only answered when
he does not use the game app. To sum up, studying the questions thoroughly and carefully remains the key
priority.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/41
Writing

General comments

This was the third year of the new syllabus for the Writing paper. Most candidates understood the question
type well and produced enough detail and additional information for Question 2, in particular. A few
candidates failed to answer all of the required questions or answered questions in Pinyin. Some candidates
used more complex structures and more difficult characters which reflected their linguistic ability. The topics
were accessible to the majority of candidates and there were a number of excellent performances from
Centres especially for favourite restaurants and sport activities. The majority of Centres referred to the last
year’s Principal Examiner Report for Teachers and prepared their candidates very well.

It is pleasure to see many excellent essays which were in the top band. There were a number of candidates
who provided a detailed and expanded essay with plenty of extra information. Some candidates made
mistakes in their chosen grammar or vocabulary. However, it was impressive that they had attempted to tell
interesting stories and justified their opinions with more straightforward characters written correctly.

Centres should be aware their answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to
be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible, and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words in order to address all the bullet points in
the question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less
varied essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest.
Candidates should, however, be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters they will
not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in Section 2 Question 3 since there are three
choices. Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences
that directly targeted the bullet points and expanded appropriately without the pre-setting information would
have been a much more efficient way to gain higher marks. Again, letter format is not essential to score a
communication mark. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word count. Writing more
information to the bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending
formalities.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The task was to write about five things you could use in a classroom and most candidates attempted this
question well. The most popular words were about stationary, textbook, furniture, food and drinks etc. Other
impressive answers included fEf# L, #YER. BIEW . 2. THE L etc. Some of the candidates
misunderstood the rubric ‘things you could use’ and wrote teachers, classmates or people which were not
accepted. Candidates should be reminded to read the task carefully; written both in English and Chinese. If
there is any doubt in the Chinese instructions, the English ones are available as a confirmation, and the
example is there to avoid confusion. Copying the example or answering the questions in pinyin or English
was not awarded marks e.g. 15 > but adding suffix #3245 or 7315 will score marks although not more than
two marks in the same category.
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Simple characters were encouraged in Question 1 and are perfectly fine to score, e.g. f4. %&. . A&7F.
LT+ 11 3¢S if they felt less confident about writing complicated ones e.g. #57. Cand|dates should be
advised not to repeat words with the same ending character in case the character they wrote was wrong e.g.
adE (B, BE (E

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct

radicals or correct suffix, e.g. & (%) L (E). FILWH . #=7 G BZ(K) etc.

No measure words or verbs were needed. A noun should be sufficient to score marks, therefore & H 3¢ was
tolerated.

Question 2

This question requires candidates to write about their favourite restaurant based on four questions. The
overall performance in this question was good since the candidates were familiar with the topic and the
questions. With guided questions, weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers. A few
candidates used complex structures in this section, such as & il LXK MW)E, SR AR, 1
HIZ=XH 2. However, simple structures and basic vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this
section.

Candidates should answer all the questions and provide details to score the top communication marks,

e.g. W MNERS LIWAUE, PEARTMARNAH, i A= 0 K9k .. would score more
communication marks than ‘B~ K& L IBAMRE'. It was frustrating to see perfectly able candidates with
top language scores not be awarded full communication scores for this question by not having written a
sufficient amount of points in a simple clear way. Candidates should not worry about the word count if the
minimum word limit has been reached. It is a shame that some candidates crossed out correct sentences
which contained more information due to the worry of exceeding the word limit.

Candidates should be aware that most of Question 2 tasks are set in present tense apart from one task.
When candidates wrote the answer, they should have been more alert with tenses and looked at the tense
markers e.g. ‘2" or ‘T’. Some able candidates wrote what they did last week and why for the whole essay,
therefore, communication marks couldn’t be awarded.

Some of the answers for task 2 were ‘B 15143’ Expanding the answer by saying ‘T A5 . 8 & Fik Lk
22" will get two more marks. As for task 3, some answers were just ‘=2, K 1R . Details such as ‘[A]
HERZ N IRK. KR would help to score more marks for communication.

However, candidates should be aware that a list will not score more than three marks and if there is the
same list for more than one task, only one list will be awarded e.g. M EE, WY, AFaF XL (3
marks for tick 2 will be awarded) and M EIHREATHEME S, Wid, aFEF—# 204 (1 mark for tick 4 for
next Saturday). If one of the tasks was missing, the maximum communication mark was 9, no matter how
many extra marks were gained from other bullet points. If two of the tasks were missing, the maximum
communication mark was 8 and so on.

Candidates should be aware this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible
and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words. Pinyin and English words would
not count towards the communication mark. Some candidates wrote the name of the restaurants in English
instead of what type of the restaurant, which should be avoided.

A small number of candidates did not understand ‘] 5414 N5 23" and did not score communication marks.
Most of the candidates managed to include extra information to score tick 5 for Communication, such as
talking about what food they like to eat.

Some candidates who just showed a couple of different sentence structures were not likely to score a full
mark for Language. Candidates are encouraged to use a variety of simple sentence structures in this
question, not just a few types of sentence structures. But on the other hand, complicated structures were not
essential to score the highest language marks in this question, e.g. ‘B EWRIZA . WEMMA. CAT AT H i
nz, ?ﬂcﬁ?ﬁ"f (E2FAS AR T IX 652, * would score more communication marks than “F& & X7 22 488 s, S E
M UFHZ I3
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Accuracy of Language was generally good, simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid Anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

o =LY EKG . FEED R SHRUER . TE W, 5 08 W, W G8 W, #F O W, THE
X G

«  Others including . K. i, Erz. A8 B, B and H15 appeared to be more challenging
for some candidates to write precisely.

«  J has proved to be overused once again this year when it was not needed, e.g. > A /&R 4717,

e  Common errors for simple characters: ‘1K’ for ‘“FiI’

+  Use of ‘A’ to link two sentences: F& =X 25 A5 HLIK Ay 25 2 B2 X007 K ARURT L TR 22 X7 KA

»  Travel by car: F IR LARE AL A T EE.

Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. With five guided bullet points in
Question 3(a) and (b), candidates could opt for the one they felt more confident about. Question 3(a) and
(b) were equally popular for paper 41. Question 3(c) was rarely chosen. School celebration and views on
sports activities seemed to be well trained topics. Letter format was not as essential as it was in previous
years to score communication and language marks, therefore, writing more information regarding to the
bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending formalities e.g. ‘if AKHE
WCEWRIAAE T o AREHARIFIS ? Fafrng s FRAAREIE AR H RGBSR EEEFD 2 HUURE g
RE, T

There were many great essays showing language skill and abilities of creative writing. Candidates who opted
for Question 3(c) were very strong in language skills and used many describing words to describe the
appearance of the thief and had a coherent story line.

Most candidates covered all the bullet points but some did not understand key words 4t in 3(a) and £ K i)
i) in 3(b) in the scenario line and task, and simply copied the ‘T&_EANE 20 75 H RBLIE S, therefore,
no communication marks awarded. Some candidates attempted to answer the task £ K} [i] with when they
do sports e.g. FAFE W =425, or how many times they do sport e.g. To&:ANE Wi —1ki&5) therefore,
the communication mark couldn’t be awarded. All the words and rubrics in paper 4 are from the defined
content, Centres should advise their candidates to revise it thoroughly to maximise the opportunity to
understand the questions which will enable them to produce some answers.

Past time setting seemed to be a continuous issue as in previous years. Past tense marker | and past time
expressions Izl were ignored so candidates used either present or future tense ‘A& RIS, UR AT
], M A A T4T I ER to respond the question ‘il 1RSI T H 4K & L3 and ‘LA RA RLSIAE TG
#l)" and therefore lost communication marks. Centres should advise students to read the questions with
greater care and follow the patterns and tense frames which will help candidates achieve better results.

Some candidates copied all the task questions without answering them or simply took out the questions
words and inserted with 14 for /54 FE, 1R4&FHL for M4, MRV or MIRZ for Mifl 4, 1RZ4E3) for f1
A58,  RAETIREEEE for &4 T 1149t They should be encouraged to write more in greater detail to
score higher possible marks for accuracy of language and characters.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write a letter to a pen-pal to describe a celebration at school. National day,
Chinese festivals, music festivals and sport festivals were the popular choices. The majority of
candidates covered all the tasks very well and they were well trained to use adjectives to express
opinions. However, some candidates did not know what X/l meant or only copied the task &2
TERATE H AL S) and did not score for task 1 and missed out task 3. All the words and
rubrics in paper 4 are from the defined content, Centres should advise their candidates to revise it
thoroughly to maximise the opportunity to understand the questions which will enable them to
produce some answers.
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Most of the candidates answered task 2 very well. Some of them described the weather with some details or
good phrases, such as A AI, AR /\ER] AR RAHB . JTHEIERFRD . KA R
KA T BT R LAMIR Y.

It is pleasing to see Centres trained candidates very well with different activities for celebration. The majority
of the candidates managed to write FATTHE. AT TTHEER. FRATIZHEZE etc. to score the communication
mark for task 3.

)y =

Majority of the candidates were able to answer task 4 and 5 ‘R = AT 4558, Nfl-4’ quite well. Most
popular simple answers were 3 5 ¥R 2 7% 3 K 4 1R 4 Bt which were fine to score communication marks, but
candidates will be encouraged to use more sophisticated words and structures in order to score high marks
for accuracy of characters and grammar.

The essays of many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters including or idioms J&%&
Fedle. FWTR, HPITECE et

Characters and Grammar
Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar. However, the most frequent errors were:

1 Character mistakes, such as # (%) Bk, 7& (&) 3K, ml %) FEK ()« 1EWE) Ry SR UER) .
(4}) . Others including . JA. W, 2, 5. Bk, #40 and 5 appeared to be
more challenging for some candidates to write precisely.

Use of #B: FIZ#RIES), instead of T&%Z A i 3)) or HA i8N T AR % .

Mistake of using ‘/&’ with adjectives, e.g. ‘KX, T HIELFIT

A few of candidates wrote $]iz%)j, instead of iz 7).

Using T with feelings, adjectives or negative statements, such as &% 7. FeExk T T Ek
THTMER IBRRARA T IRE T HE

a b~ ON

(b) In 3(b), the task was to write an article about views on sports activities. The evidence showed the
candidates who opted to do this question were very familiar with this topic area. Apart from the
fourth task about ‘how long do students do sports for every day?’ which was did not understood by
some candidates, the other four bullet points were easy to follow and guided the candidates to
provide their opinion fully.

Most candidates successfully answered the bullet points to score full marks for Communication.
However, small amounts of candidates did not understand what % K:Ii} 7] or 44 meant and
missed out the bullet points.

There might be some slips in detailed strokes, but most of the candidates were very familiar with
the vocabulary related to sports, such as 53k, MER. Hi etc.

Most candidates were able to say at least iz #)%] & f£47#f 4t and scored the communication mark,
if not more details were included. Some good phrases include ‘I & [ A3, “FAH HAL /]
ARG WEE) AT DAETRATZS I,  EAR TR LB s G AT v LA AR, AR BRAR PR A ) R pi 4
&’ or use of past tense ‘=AELLATIARME, i TIsBh UG HRAME T

Although a majority of the candidates were able to answer task 5 ‘R385 A 1AL quite
well, but some just wrote 171 £ 4§ 4t and did not explain in detail. Candidates are encouraged to
use more sophisticated words and structures in order to score high marks for accuracy of
characters and grammar.
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Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of easy characters and basic grammar structures. The most frequent
problems were:

1 Confusion of —/NK with — 5[]

2 No measure word for hours.

3 Overuse of j& when it was not needed e.g. I TR & 2%, MATREFA.

4 Some Anglicisation occurred, e.g. Mz z)#H FfdfE, which should be iz 3l6f B g e A7 7 8. FeIT
WIERAE 221, Bk AR, RS Bk LR ER T A

5 Comparison. Some candidates wrote T EK L /L ERTR LT, instead of 5 ER HE i BkET .

6 Use of 13 with verbs: some candidates wrote ] MERFT RIR 4T, or 4T M ERFILF, instead of 41 M ERFT
FHRLF.

7 A few of candidates wrote $]iz 3}, instead of iz )] .

(c) In 3(c), the task was to write about a story of you saw someone stealing while you were taking the

tube. A few dozens of candidates chose this task which required candidates have a good range of
vocabulary and imagination. It was very pleasing to see that candidates who chose this task wrote
some very impressive essays at native level. The descriptions of the thief's appearance were vivid
and most popular stolen items the candidates wrote were either a mobile phone or a purse. The
most candidates wrote the reaction by either caught the thief or asked others to help. However, a
few candidates expressed their regret for not doing anything to deal with the stealing. Some
candidates had a vivid description of the thief, e.g. &4/ KINHE 1, HHANGRE T, 95—
WO, RRSEEN R, S7eshil, SKEBmmE o /MR iKY % which were
successfully created a sense of suspense and urgency, making readers want to find out what
happened at the end.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing

General comments

The overall standard of responses appeared high this year. Most candidates tackled tasks well and not only
answered the questions, but also produced additional detail for Question 2 and Question 3. A handful of
candidates failed to answer all of the questions or answer questions in Pinyin or with many English words.
There was a great number of candidates showing their higher proficiency in Mandarin Chinese. Some
candidates used more complex structures and more difficult characters which reflected their linguistic ability.
It was welcome to see there were a number of excellent performances from centres all over the world.

In general, the topics and themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experiences of
candidates from around the world and the majority of centres referred to last year’s Principal Examiner
Report for Teachers and prepared their candidates very well.

There were many excellent essays which were awarded full marks. There were a number of candidates who
provided a detailed and expanded essay with plenty of extra information. Many of them also used Chinese
idioms and complex sentence structures. Some candidates made mistakes in the grammar or vocabulary
used; however, it was very impressive that they attempted to tell interesting and complicated stories with
most characters written correctly.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Candidates should read the scenario and
questions carefully, especially the tenses and key words which are all in the defined content booklets. Since
this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin
should be avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest. Candidates
should, however, be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters they will not produce
enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks. However, in Question 2, candidates
should understand the importance of elaboration with simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10
marks for Communication. Complicated long sentences with many syntaxes will not necessarily score high
marks.

Some candidates’ presentation was not very tidy which made the marking difficult, such as half crossed out
characters or messily inserted words. Some candidates crossed out correct sentences and forgot to write it
again when they produced the final draft, therefore, some marks were needlessly lost. Centres should warn
their candidates not to doodle on their paper- this should not happen in future.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in Section 2 Question 3 since there are three
choices. They did not need to copy out the scenario lines. Writing sentences that directly targeted the bullet
points and expanded appropriately without the pre-setting information would have been a much more
efficient way to gain higher marks. Again, letter format was not essential to score a communication mark.
The addressee and ending greetings were not included in the word count. Writing more information on the
bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending formalities.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
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The task was to provide five things they might put in a suitcase and most candidates attempted this question
well. Most candidates wrote about items from different categories, like &%, #/#, &1, THl, ##2, etc.
This showed that candidate have been taught well on topics and exam techniques. Some candidates,
however, took the challenge and attempted more creative ideas, such as H &, fblesh,  HRGE, B2
etc. On the other end of the spectrum, a few wrote in pinyin entirely, thus no mark was rewarded. Most of the
terms written by candidates were accepted. Some used - inappropriately i.e. 27T, #7T, butthey were
tolerated.

People, body parts and animals were not accepted since they are not ‘things’. Candidates should be advised
not to list more than two words with the same suffix in one category, e.g. 5, # 3+, 4, etc.
Candidates are advised to use simple alternative characters rather than sticking with hard words or writing
wrong homophone characters. If candidates were not very confident about producing more complicated
words, they are encouraged to stick with the basic/easy ones they know well. Basic words such as /K. 5.
. H. {£. JJ were good enough for scoring marks.

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded, e.g. EF (HF) , B+ (EF) , IRIE (RS , BHL CFHD , FILWL), W
ME CondE> , PEEL (i) , T CBEAO , - R, B (B, K UK, W(EE)Ek, HiEGE),

E(%E), “F(3¥)%etc. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct radicals

and not use the characters with similar pronunciation.

Some candidates even created some words which are not in the dictionary, e.g. ¥4, W4, A<, marks
could not be awarded. A small number of candidates wrote characters which mainly function as radicals and
can’t be used on its own as an independent word, such as &. Jt. H. £&. ‘k, marks could not be
awarded.

No measure words or verbs were needed. Candidates should be reminded that this question did not require
sentences or phrase e.g. B4, Fl# etc. If a verb-object construction word appears, a complete
object (noun) should be in place e.g. & 15 Wr& k. IHiHE JL. The answers like . Wr could not be awarded a
mark.

Candidates need to read the instructions both in Chinese and English carefully. If there is any doubt in the
Chinese instructions, read the English ones and the example as a confirmation to avoid confusion. There
were a handful of candidates who didn’t read the questions carefully and wrote < filt. 1741 « 4 which
appeared in the rubric. Candidates are encouraged to add description to the words if they intended to use
some of the words from the rubrics e.g. ZL4/lk, KAKNk. Copying the example or characters from the rubric
or answering the questions in pinyin or English was not awarded marks.

Question 2

This question required candidates to write about their favourite food. The overall performance in this question
was very good. The majority of candidates were able to respond to the bullet points succinctly and
accurately, displayed basic skills to manipulate the language and complete the task to a good standard. With
guided questions, weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers especially for task (1) due to
listing of food followed by (2) list of drinks and (3) listing of family members for ‘who usually cooks dinner at
your home’. Some candidates displayed skills of a native speaker with sentences like HFEA R, 1510

H oI KM IAT IR BRI S AR . FREFH M, DARESABATINE . Very impressive indeed !

Some other good examples with good idioms and structures are {45 (KGR SRS FER . 182 iR
FRTT L, DN s ORI s R 4 ATz AAT TR R A SRR AR
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It was frustrating to see perfectly able candidates with top language scores not be awarded full
communication scores for this question by not having written a sufficient amount of points in a simple clear
way. Candidates should answer all the questions and provide details to score the full communication marks,
e.g. WEMNZIA . MMM, N8 E Xz, A FEARK Iz, * would score more
communication marks than ‘B 5 X 7E # Az XAEE X ARz K A’ Sometimes, full marks could not be awarded
for communication though the sentence structures were perfect because the content included was
insufficient to the tasks in what was otherwise a very good answer e.g. &) &4 A#SLLAS 0] D &K P . 18
WP LB R, ANz RS, —H =4, REAMEHMIFRK. Candidates should not worry about
the word count if the minimum word limit has been reached. It is shame to see some candidates crossed out
correct sentences which contained more information due to the worry of exceeding the word limit.

Some candidates who just showed a couple of different sentence structures were not likely to score a full
mark for Language. Candidates are encouraged to use a variety of simple sentence structures in this
question, not just a few types of sentence structures, e.g. TRz . FAREERIZA, B ARSIz
. Buton the other hand, complicated structures are not essential to score the highest language marks in
this question.

Candidates should be reminded that a list would not score more than three marks. If one of the tasks was
missing, the maximum communication mark was nine, no matter how many extra marks were gained from
other bullet points. If two of the tasks are missing, the maximum communication mark was eight and so on.
Candidates should be aware this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible
and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words, e.g. F = X7 pizza, or ZEX
—f maid "% . Pinyin and English words cannot count towards the communication mark.

Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters, e.g. 2F -5 2% 3ER-T-R1AFR,

RVt umE — AR AR AR - M A HE (D .

A handful of candidates did not understand —f{, # so they copied out the sentence ‘who usually cooks
dinner at your home’ and could not produce the answer. Candidates need to learn question words, like i,
B2k, 1 4FF etc. and the words in the m in order to understand the tasks and produce answers.

Some candidates lost marks in task 5 due to the fact that they did not mention future tense either using
future time phrase e.g. #i°K or future tense marker 48 or %, instead of writing in present tense, e.g. F/\ 1z
#E 1. Therefore, candidates should be reminded to read the questions carefully to avoid either
misunderstanding or unnecessary omissions.

Accuracy of Language was generally good; simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

The use of language is not accurate.

The most common mistakes were using ‘“F1’, ‘/&” and “fi’ incorrectly.

(a) ‘A" is wrongly used to link sentences, e.g. F&5 i i 1 i OR8N AR A

(b) et MPGRIRES, WRLZ. KR if.

(c) misused ‘i, WA AT IR instead of ‘WU ANLEIR MG FT IR, or VOBl 3K AL M, instead of POk}
Sk RA

(d) R EE LK.

(e) KRR 2z, WPz, EZFH,
(f) FEERR M [

(9) AR E W
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(h) b L ER o
(i) A A ] T KA
(i) MATIRARGS o FRI B K R %, SR X iag .
(k) FATH H M ERAE A+ 5
()] TRATTH LI B W o AT T B
(m) WK e AR T S 4
(n) WRAFIZA, WA .
(o) AL, PrLARY jian .
(p) TN BRI BRI AT — IR, IR SR T P B B 2B .
(a) WA I AR A AT B AT IR
Wrong character writing as the result of inaccurate pronunciation
(a) FEG RIS M R BEM A (FEM - BRI, AHA-F4)
(b) FOAF AN b A2 TS . (EFF - il
(c) PR MoE . (P - R, FEIR - O
Miswritten characters with wrong radicals
(a) KARTEE, WAL, (HE — {5, B —X)
(b) FERBLRMEER. (R - FER)
(c) MR . (4 - 4f)
(d) AR Z R LI ARG Gl — 1))
Question 3
Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. The types of questions were
similar to the previous ones in the past two years so the candidates were not unfamiliar with it and opted for
the one they felt more confident about. Question 3(a) ‘favourite actor/actress’ and Question 3(b) ‘views on
parks’ seemed the most popular choices. Letter format was not as essential as it was in previous years to
score a communication mark, therefore, extra expanded and detailed information for the bullet points are

required to score the full communication marks. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the
word count. Writing more information to the bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general

opening and ending formalities e.g. ‘if AR AWEIRINAE T o IREHAARLFNE? S a2 F -t AR R 38 1R f5 35 XK
M. REGIRGELD? LIRS R, TFmE

While over 70 per cent of candidates chose Question 3(a), nearly 20 per cent of candidates who opted for
Question 3(c) wrote really interesting and complicated stories, and also described the letter and actions in
detail. There were many excellent essays showing great language skill and great abilities of creative writing.
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Many candidates tried to use difficult words and Chinese idiomatic phrases and chengyu like AR, %
F&AE. NN BN 4K S8, Brif i<, [ EALW—I etc. although there were some
common characters mistakes in a few essays such as 1 (W) K, — (Lb) J5, BL (&) £, @b %),
EAT (%), Al (BL) .

Candidates who scored highest tended to have a range of sentence patterns, such as B%%. . . {HZ&, A
He o o MH, %o « RFE, #, Xo o « X, —o o - Kl etc. structures in the defined content booklet.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to talk about a favourite actor/actress. Question 3(a) was the most popular
choice although some candidates did not understand the key word actor/actress and wrote about
their pen pal, their friend or themselves instead of an actor, thus lost a mark on Communication.
Candidates generally managed to produce some content relevant to the task chosen, while the
strong ones conducted coherent writing with a variety of sentence structures and vocabulary and
very interesting and exciting details included in the response.

Task 1 or 2 were well tackled without much difficulties, but for task 3 “fiu/ith ke ik ¥ FE 1%’ some
candidates tended to use present tense time phrases, such as ‘K’ or “A3K’. Some candidates
used future tense markers ‘42’ or ‘%’ to answer the question fil £ K1) 5%, b3k kK H %, thus
they lost a communication mark for this question. Candidates should be advised to be able to use
past tense markers e.g. i or T to indicate past tense frames.

Since some candidates did not understand the character of ‘actor/actress and acting in movie’, they
wrote random activities related with students’ daily life, e.g. go to lessons or eating lunch to answer
task 4 ‘4 T LA, Al/ibiE G4 . Ideally the answer should be job related words or some
activities e.g. singing, dancing. Therefore, it is essential that candidates know the words in the
defined content and know the task setting before writing the essay. A good example: 18 %/ i f5 il

B 2T, ARG AR A A

The majority of the candidates were able to answer task 5 ‘Ui 4yt 2 XA/ quite well. Most
popular simple answers were ‘MR 4f, ‘UhiR7%E~S" which were fine to score communication marks,
but candidates will be encouraged to use more sophisticated words and structures in order to score
high marks for accuracy of characters and grammar.

Characters and Grammar

The essays of many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters. There were a number of
homophone or near homophone errors and character with similar shape, such as £ (Fg) X, HE (%) 4F,

— (LD JE, B OB WL, N GEED , mE (RS, B (B, W (D) BR, () K, % (&
) T (), Ik D, AR CRYO I (D, 3 (), L G, T G, KM
), R (RO, RE CRRO , JisE Offi) , m4E (D, JF OF) , 7% iU, KIN CRID

o WL G, BE CCGEMED . S2 GER) . EE AR, IhC CEAE) L K GRED RS GRED B
CHEWDD

Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar and vocabulary.

o Al R SE RS A SRR TR S A

o MIRSE, SRBURE NEMAR A RAL.

o AAMEREASZ —DIRMER L), IEREE IR RS ARSI .
FTEAR KRB IE B 5, ANRIR— 5 2 L gkt
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The most frequent problems were:

1 Anglicisation, e.g. 2T BN TN . BN NEE SR IE AR SA I . The sentence
pattern was frequently written wrongly when a time phrase and place word was involved.

2 The use of ‘iit’. For the question “has she/he been to your country”, many candidates responded to
it without applying the particle ‘. flb ANk e E 5or Ath ZR IR 1 [H % .

3 The use of ‘T, TkAEF KM T185). - conflict tense 'FfK‘and‘ T’
o RERIAIEIA A A T IB AR
o BRMDPBIRHEE T R .

4 Same as Question 2, the excessive use of ‘flI’ between sentences, e.g. flLfR A&t AR5 F Fe T 0.

5 Overuse of /& when it was not needed e.g. #1522 1R U, M@ REW. T THET

6 Lack of variety in the sentence patterns or vocabulary, e.g. /4, R4 7= & for opinion.

7 Use of 74 with verbs. Mistakes such as T T EKFT IR 4F o 4T ERFT AR LE, F1 R ERFT HUAR A or
A KL FT TR

8 Common mistakes in syntax: some candidates wrote I N2 ERZ .

9 Mistake of using ‘#I"’, for example, #SFAMBAGLIZS) or Fedig 1 #lmE J LA L ER L FE. A few
candidates used ‘%5’ correctly in terms of grammar, but wrote it as ‘#".

10 Some candidates could not tell how to use < and 7L/ in the right context.

11 Wrong verb, e.g. iR £ 405

12 Wrong noun and adjective to describe person’s appearance, e.g. /Me&E—AMEFEM L. MR

Il PR Sk RAR K
13 Confusion of last | with next ~: FANME/NFRAFUHE . AR — U AR AR L0308 T w5 W) — 735 5%
14 Homophonic words: ith AAEEH . (L4 - B4

© MWERERARTH K. (FRART /2T
o WAIEXRK. (=1
o MRIE VORISR ARG . GEB - WD

(b) The task was to express views on parks. This was the second popular topic this year and those
who answered this task generally did well. However, some candidates did not answer task (2) and
(3) with the past tense frames. A small amount of the candidates did not understand %4t and lost
the communication mark for that and some candidates could not produce characters about 3 4b.
All the words and rubrics in paper 4 are from the defined content, Centres should advise their
candidates to revise it thoroughly to maximise the opportunity to understand the questions which
will enable them to produce some answers.

Candidates seemed unfamiliar with past tense marker T and past time expressions 5T so they
could not produce past tense for ‘whom did you go to the park with recently’ and ‘what did you do in
the park’, they used either present or future tense ‘TR R AR IR MR Nl & T A", “FEA~ 2
Tile b, FRSFI AT 2o T LB AL BR to respond the question “VR T Al T 2 and “Ik
fIIHE S T T A4, therefore, lost communication marks. Centres should advise students to read
the questions with greater care and follow the patterns and tense frames which will achieve better
results.
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The last task was ‘What are the benefits of having a park for middle school students’, some
candidates just wrote 1R £ {4t and did not write details. The same situation happened in task 3
‘what did you do in the park’, they just wrote 1 % 7< /i and did not expand. Students should be
encouraged to answer the tasks with greater details in order to gain both communication marks
and language marks.

Characters and Grammar

The range of characters seemed promising. Candidates could expand the range of vocabulary and sentence
patterns on different activities or opinions since they were familiar with the topic area and could produce
careful and interesting work.

However, some common errors were:

Some Anglicisations occurred, e.g. ‘#i5r /b’

Misuse H} as Z=: Al TH A B .

(c) This topic was the least popular task which candidates attempted. The task was to write about a
story of what was happening after receiving a letter from your school. Most strong candidates
choose this task with positive answers e.g. being selected as basketball player for school team;
exam results; best students. Most of the candidates managed to elaborate the story with interesting
plots and a complete storyline. Some candidates used the ! structure well, for example, 21 %5 >k

) BRI T Kk

Some contents were neutral or not so positive, e.g. about brother’s suspension/expulsion letter due
to poor performance from school; not paying school fees etc. which could score equally well
compared with the positively framed essays. However, candidates should be advised to write a
clear story line rather than treating each task individually and simply answer the questions to avoid
possible irrelevance.

Candidates scoring highly were those who wrote a good story using a wide variety of vocabulary
and sentence structures. Candidates should be advised not to copy out the whole question before
starting their story, nor write too much for the pre-setting of the story. If the storyline was too short
and there was no elaboration of the bullet points, it was difficult for candidates to demonstrate their
language ability.

A few candidates who chose 3(c) were too ambitious and were trying to tell a complicated story but
ended up using Pinyin, quite often for keywords, or simply just made up a similar character with
similar pronunciation since the vocabulary required to answer the question was less common in
general. Also, whilst they were trying to tell a complicated story, the sentence patterns and syntax
were incorrect, which made it hard to communicate the idea.

A few candidates copied all the task questions without answer them or simply took out the
questions words and inserted with 41 for [8A4E, fud 204 for ud A4, KA TARGFH for K=
T 444, Candidates should be encouraged to write more in detail.

Characters and Grammar

Many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters. Other common errors were:

1 Some Anglicisation occurred, e.g. ‘FRIZIRTERE", ‘EEWIHEZ—NFH, "FRE AR AR

2 Homophonic words: Tk (B TH—%. & (4 KE. FRABZLAR D . &
2R CRID 2K

3 Missing radicals, e.g. &L () TXEME, MET.

4 Using present tense throughout the writing, when most of the bullet points needed to be responded

to with a past timeframe.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/43
Writing

General comments

Most candidates understood the question paper format well and produced enough detail and additional
information for all the questions. The fluency and proficiency of Chinese in this year’s cohort was very
impressive. Very few candidates failed to answer all of the questions. The majority of the candidates used
more complex structures and more difficult characters which reflected their true linguistic ability. It was
pleasing to see that the topics were accessible to the majority of candidates and there were a number of
excellent performances from Centres especially for Question 1 and 3(a).

Centres should be aware that answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to
be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible, and both English and pinyin should be avoided. Writing
hometowns in English was not able to gain marks; candidates fared better writing countries to avoid losing
marks. Use of pinyin with correct tones for name of small places or towns should be avoided for future
exams.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and accuracy. Candidates,
however, should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters they will not produce
enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in Section 2, Question 3 since there are three
choices. Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences
that directly targeted the bullet points and expanded appropriately without the pre-setting information would
have been a much more efficient way to gain higher marks. Letter format is not essential to score a
communication mark. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word count. Writing more
information to the bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending
formalities.

Comments on Specific questions

Question 1

The task was to write about five things you could see at your friend’s birthday party and most candidates
attempted this question well. The most popular words were about food, drinks, furniture, presents, clothes
etc. Some of the candidates misunderstood the rubric ‘things’ and wrote friends or people which were not
accepted. Candidates should be reminded to read the task carefully which was written in English and
Chinese. If there is any doubt in the Chinese instructions, read the English ones and the example to avoid
confusion. Copying the example or the words in the rubrics or answering the questions in pinyin or English
could not be awarded marks e.g. 474, Ykl but adding the suffix K17kl orfitt ikl scored, although not
more than two marks in the same category.
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Simple characters were encouraged in Question 1 which were perfectly fine to score, e.g. fl. %&. K. AT
« fT+ I'l. 1 if candidates felt less confident about writing complicated ones e.g. #i¥-. Candidates should
be advised not to repeat words with the same ending character in case the character they wrote was
incorrecte.g. ZLE (%), BE (¥).

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct

radicals or correct suffix, e.g. & (%) L (). FJILWH . #=T (L) etc.

No measure words or verbs were needed. Use of a noun was sufficient to score marks, therefore 'zZifx. "&7K
was tolerated.

Question 2

This question requires candidates to write about their hometown based on four bullet points. The overall
performance in this question was good since candidates were familiar with the topic and the questions. With
guided questions, weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers. However, a few candidates
wrote their hometown’s name in English which wouldn’t be able to score marks, they could write countries or
at least Pinyin with correct tones for this particular task to avoid losing marks for both task1 ‘where is your
hometown’ and 4 ‘where would you like to live in future’ if they did not know how to write their small town’s
name in Chinese characters. The same rule applies to task 3 ‘what fun places are available’, any general
places e.g. 5, HiiEPt etc were acceptable apart from a real place with an English name like ‘North
Island’. Candidates should be aware that factual errors will not be penalised. Sophisticated syntaxes were
welcome but simple structures and basic vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this section.

Candidates tackled task 2 ‘what is the weather like there’ very well and wrote many extended and detailed
answers to score the top communication marks, e.g. ‘A8 HL R SIREF, HRAAEAR, XREGHE FE
rather than just 5 B[] X< 1R &F. Candidates should not worry about the word count if the minimum word limit
has been reached. It is a shame to see some candidates had crossed out correct sentences which contained
more information due to the worry of exceeding the word limit.

Candidates should be aware that most of Question 2 tasks are set in present tense apart from one task
either in future or past tense. When candidates wrote the answer, they should have been more alert with
tenses and looked at the tense markers e.g. ‘2" ‘4 or ‘T ‘i,

A few candidates did not understand ¥k in Question 2 task 4, so used present tense to write the answer
and lost the communication mark. All the words and rubrics in paper 4 are from the defined content, Centres
should advise their candidates to revise it thoroughly to maximise the opportunity to understand the
questions which will enable them to produce some answers.

If one of the tasks was missing, the maximum communication mark was 9, no matter how many extra marks
were gained from other bullet points. If two of the tasks were missing, the maximum communication mark
was 8 and so on.

Some candidates who just showed a couple of different sentence structures were not likely to score a full
mark for Language. Candidates are encouraged to use a variety of simple sentence structures in this
question, not just a few types of sentence structures. On the other hand, complicated structures were not
essential to score the highest language marks in this question, e.g. ‘IS B Wevkits . A WAL SR . Wevkit
MR MAEE, 1 HES ISR would score more communication marks than ‘J8 547 XK SR 97 Tkt

Accuracy of Language was generally good, simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid Anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

»  Wrong character, e.g.—& G&) , —5F (B , A CF) W, W (BD Hh, SRR (#HO , ARKE (&
) | OCED M, BE Gl I, R G, A B AR O AN

«  Wrong measure words: e.g. 104 (/) 4

«  Some Anglicisation occurred, e.g. AT K. &M, AREEN. RAZERLE
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Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. With five guided bullet points in
Question 3 (a) and (b), candidates could opt for the one they felt more confident about. Question 3(a) was
the most popular choice for paper 43 and Question 3(c) was rarely chosen. Summer Chinese camp seemed
to be a well-trained topic and students were very familiar with the characters needed for composing the
essay. It is pleasing to see there were less opening and ending formalities in candidates’ work. Letter format
was not as essential as it was in previous years to score communication and language marks, therefore,
writing more information regarding to the bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general
opening and ending formalities e.g. ‘I ARAWRIIRIIE T EELFE? Fose’  FRWBEERT
MESWFT S RS IREE I ? DUIRSARGERE, TTdnsE!

Most candidates were very strong and understood all the tasks so they covered all the bullet points with
ease. They also used past tense frames and past tense marker | correctly comparing with 42 and 41
cohorts, therefore, top marks for the accuracy of grammar were often seen.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write a letter to granny to talk about a Chinese summer camp in Shanghai.
The maijority of candidates covered all the tasks very competently and had been well trained to use
adjectives to express opinions.

No one missed task 1 ‘who did you go with’. Variety answers for task 2 were showed the
competent using justification and description, e.g. FEER 2 =AM AR L 2AR2AH
AR Z P E A3, B SO TANE 2 I EFAT.

It is pleasing to see Centres trained candidates very well with different activities apart from learning
Chinese for task 3. The majority of the candidates wrote I A TME . i )L, FRAIITIHEER. ATz
H[EZ% etc. and the accuracy of characters was often considerable.

Future tense word ‘474’ caused no problem for the candidates answering task 5 “/& N AMEHA 11
2474 and generated good responses.

The essays of many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters including or
idioms *FEZE. FE L. B 5] ete. Accuracy of Language was generally good,
simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen. Candidates should, however, be
reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid Anglicised structures. There were some
common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

«  Wrong character, e.g. JEH 2 (4F) , AKR (FO , B (HO , AKF B, PICEF G
), D & 4D E, TR B T, IR B F, hER G, gk (
Be) . [k (B 4, RER %, K OO Al

«  Wrong measure words: e.g. 10U (4> 4F, EAERZIREEE, BT

«  Wrong structure: e.g. fufi TN FARTE B o 7ER) S5 %

»  Anglicised structures: e.g. a1 MNEREIRA U FERE GO FATZHPEB. R
(X) BFREAMBIHAE T Pz 2% S POEIR - FIIR 2 1 [ o

(b) In 3(b), the task was to write an article about views on online shopping. Most candidates who opted
to do this question were very familiar with this topic area and produced some excellent essays.
Many candidates tackled the tasks with ease and provided their opinion and justification about
advantages and disadvantages in detail.

The same like in Question 3(a), the candidates chose 3(b) also used past tense frames and past
tense marker | correctly comparing with 42 and 41 cohorts, therefore, top marks for Accuracy of
Grammar were often seen. However, there were some common mistake as below and candidates
could improve their performance by placing emphasis on the following:
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« Incorrect characters, e.g. i Cif) , —fy O , fH CED , & (&) 1, & (%) A, W
BOo s R W, B (D R, HIR (D
Incorrect words: e.g. % (+) &, & CEH) 74,

« Incorrect structures and use of English words: e.g. CD #l, A ERELF for FE AN, FekAd
TFEWE R . FRAZIA S L. T website Fifihsz2 . 7EM L SE R PG SRR SE AR U

«  Anglicised structures: e.g. th ERUZEF RN . BEMIRIFER. AIRZ AN, E&IWIAA.

In 3(c), the task was to write about a story about how you saw an injured dog in a wood. Just a
dozen of candidates chose this task which required candidates to have a good range of vocabulary
and imagination. It was very pleasing to see that candidates who chose this task wrote some very
impressive essays at native level. The description of the dog’s appearance was vivid. The most
candidates wrote the reaction by either taking the dog to a vet or asked others to help. The sample
of some vivid description, e.g. %4 1E, KNKMIRE, KEIEL T, AR which were
successfully created a sense of urgency to help the little dog, making readers wanted to find out
what happened in the end. There were hardly any grammar mistakes for the top end essays, but a
few common errors were:

» Incorrect characters, e.g. 1, #1 (i) , W (HE) K, 1F (BE) K, K CK) I
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